
Thursday, Mar. 7, 2024                            Vol. 125, No. 10               1 Section,  8 pages                  50¢     

LindaleLindale
News & TimesNews & Times

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1900”“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1900”

Funeral Home and Cremation Services 
A Daugherty Family Funeral Home

206 W. South St. Lindale, Texas 75771 | (903)-882-3141 | www.crdfh.com

CRUZ

Continued on Page 8

— CALL FOR NO COST CONSULTATION —

903-882-1828
1437 S. Main • Lindale

Neck or Back Pain? We Can Help
Auto Accident • Work Injury

Sports/Athletic Injury

Continued on Page 8

Daylight Saving Time is approaching once again! The 
general idea is that this allows us all to use natural daylight 
better: moving the clocks forward one hour in the spring 
grants us more daylight during summer evenings, while 
moving clocks back one hour in the fall grants us more 
daylight during winter mornings. However, not everyone is 
pleased with this. . . learn all about it at: Almanac.com/DST

By Terry Cannon
Editor

In May, for the fi rst time in 17 years, the Lindale 
City Council will be missing a familiar face during 
council meetings as Mayor Jeff Daugherty chose not 
to seek re-election this year. 

Daugherty, owner of Caudle-Rutledge-Daugherty 
Funeral Home in Lindale, has been a major contribu-
tor in shaping Lindale’s future during that 17-year 
span. His current term concludes this year and even 
though he could have pursued another term, he de-
cided this was the opportune time to step away.

“After 17 years I just fi gured it 
was time,’’ he said. “I wanted to 
focus on my health and concentrate 
on my business.’’

Gavin Rascoe, currently the 
Place 1 representative on the coun-
cil was the only candidate to fi le 
for the mayor’s seat and will be 
sworn in during the May 7 council 
meeting.

From helping secure Lindale’s Extra Territorial 
Jurisdiction (ETJ), to the revitalization of downtown 
to making sure the city was literally open for business, 
Daugherty has seen a lot in his nearly two decades 
of service.

“I’ve always tried to look at it like this is our 
home,’’ he said. “We work here, we play here and we 
want a good quality of life and (council service) has 
always been about the citizens and how our decisions 
would affect other people. It’s always about what the 
people’s needs are.’’

For the past 32 years, Daugherty has called Lindale 
home, moving here from Paris, Texas where he gradu-
ated from Paris High School in 1982.

His fi rst job came in 1980, when he worked at radio 
station KPRE in Paris. By 1984 he became station 
manager and chief engineer. In 1986 he served as 
operations manager and assistant chief engineer at 
KPLT/KTXU, also in Paris.

His funeral home career began in 1989 when be-
gan working for Gene Roden’s Sons Funeral Home 
in Paris.

He earned his mortuary degree in 1991 from the 
Dallas Institute of Funeral Service in Dallas. Later 
that year, he moved to Austin and began an appren-
ticeship with Cook-Walden Funeral Homes before 
moving to Lindale in 1992.

He became a partner at Caudle-Rutledge in 2003 
and in November 2015 became owner and general 
manager. By 2007, the Lindale City Council was 
viewed as a somewhat dysfunctional body and 

Mayor refl ects on tenure, city’s growth
Daugherty was approached by “a grassroots citizen’s 
group’’ that urged him run for a seat on the council.

“I was asked ‘how long have you lived here and 
don’t you think it’s time you gave something back?’’’ 
he said. “I investigated it and became interested in 
serving the city.’’

That year, he and fellow fi rst timers Robert Nelson 
and Charles Morphis were seated on the council.

“We were focused on getting the city back on track,’’ 
Daugherty said.

During the ensuing years, the council worked as a 
team to help create a business-friendly structure as 
well as a place families could feel secure in raising 
their children.

Which is one of the reasons, Daugherty said, is why 
the purchase of The Cannery property was so essential.

When the city spent more than $225,000 on just over 
12 acres of unused land owned by the Allen Cannery 
Company, there was a good deal of push back from 
the community.

But Daugherty and other council members knew this 
was the fi rst step in remaking the downtown area and 
came to fruition with a public/private partnership that 
has paid off handsomely.

Daugherty estimates that the original $225,000 
investment is worth at least $7.5 million in sales tax 
revenue today.

Darden Harvest Park, which is adjacent to The Can-
nery, offers a walking trail, playground, splash pad and 
disc golf course covering 21 acres.

“From those initial steps, we’ve been able to remake 
the downtown area into a much better place,’’ he said, 
noting the installation of new sidewalks and lighting 
have also enhanced the area.

But this makeover of downtown wouldn’t have mat-
tered if city offi cials hadn’t worked to keep its neighbor 
to the north, Tyler, from encroaching and eventually 
encircling Lindale some 15 years ago.

Tyler’s ETJ is fi ve miles from its city limits, meaning 
that it could have annexed land all the way to Brick-
yard Road or County Road 474. But Daugherty and 
other city offi cials worked tirelessly to ensure Lindale 
wouldn’t be encircled by the bigger city.

“That was something we worked on for three years,’’ 
he said.

The result? Many businesses supplying sales tax 
revenue for the city that would have otherwise been 
ticketed for Tyler’s coffers.

Sales tax revenue is another area Daugherty points 
to with pride.

“(Sales tax revenue) has increase each month – 
except for a couple during COVID – for 17 years,’’ 

CANNERY BEFORE, AFTER
The city bought the Allen Cannery Property and helped 
develop it into a thriving business destination in downtown 
Lindale.

Photos by Terry Cannon

DAUGHERTY

The Center for Opinion Research at The University of Texas at 
Tyler conducted their latest public opinion poll of registered Texas 
voters Feb. 18–26, offi cials announced.

Among fi ndings were those related to candidate favorability, 
candidate preference in the Texas 
primaries and the general election, 
and voter perceptions of the most 
important issues in the campaign.

Also, in the U.S. Senate race, 
the numbers didn’t bode well for 
incumbent Ted Cruz.

In the senate race, voters were 
very polarized over Cruz, with an 
overall unfavorable impression of 

Cruz, 48 percent to 39 percent favorable. U.S. Rep. Colin Allred, a 
potential challenger to Cruz, had a 41 percent to 18 percent favor-
able over unfavorable rating, but with 29 percent of “do not know” 
responses.

In a two-person race for president, former President Donald Trump 
leads President Joe Biden in Texas, 46 percent to 42 percent, accord-
ing to polling results. If former South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley 
were to be the Republican nominee, Haley leads President Biden in 
a hypothetical matchup 42 percent to 36 percent a larger margin than 
that of Trump but with more undecided voters.

In a fi ve-person hypothetical election, Trump defeats Biden 41 
percent to 37 percent the same 4 percent margin, with Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr. gaining 13 percent voter support and Cornel West earning 6 
percent voter support. 

However, Haley’s 6 percent margin evaporates in a hypothetical 
fi ve-person race, with Biden defeating Haley 36 percent to 33 percent 
with Kennedy then winning 20 percent of the vote and West winning 
7 percent of the vote.

UT Tyler poll suggests Cruz 
may have trouble with Allred

Continued on Page 8

ALLRED

East Texans tackle Panhandle wildfi res
By James Draper

The largest wildfi re in Texas history 
continues to ravage vast portions of 
the Panhandle, and as firefighters 
contain the destruction of the Smoke-
house Creek fi re and other blazes, East 
Texans are helping hold the line.

The record-setting wildfi re began 
Monday, Feb. 26, in Hutchinson 
County. According to data being col-
lected by Texas A&M Forest Service, 
it quickly grew from 100,000 acres to 
half-a-million the fi rst day. By Feb. 

28, it had burned 850,000 acres and 
has since exceeded 1.1 million.

It’s just one of fi ve active wildfi res 
burning in the Panhandle, and fi re-
fi ghters have been dispatched from 
throughout the state and across the 
country to assist. The draft includes 
local fi refi ghter Josh Bardwell, West 
Mountain Volunteer Fire Department 
Chief and Smith County Emergency 
Service District No. 2’s coordinator 
with the Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual 
Aid System (TIFMAS).

“This things so dadgum big,” said 
Bardwell, son of Lindale News & 
Times Publisher Jim Bardwell. “This 
fi re is so large that we have many 
different divisions and base camps 
geographically set up – we know the 
overall mission and overall opera-
tions, but we’re not in communication 
because the fi re is so long.”

Bardwell’s working as Strike Team 
Leader with TIFMAS, running the 
five units of Engine Strike Team 
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Everybody remember to “Spring Forward” this week-
end. It is the time change that makes me feel like I have an 
antihistamine hangover and it takes a month to get used to 
that change.

I NEED that hour we are going to lose. How about you?
If you had one hour per week that you got to spend any 

way you wanted what would you do. Would you exercise? 
Probably not. Would you catch up on housework? Maybe.

More than likely most folks would fi ll it with playing on 
their cell phone or online. Or they 
would watch mindless TV or troll 
Facebook.

What if you spent it alone...
with you.

Reflection is something we 
seem to have lost the art for and 
we need it...desperately.

We need to turn the televi-
sion, the radio, the iPod, the cell 
phone, the computer, the Kindle 
OFF. We need to be still.

We need to be quiet.
And we need to think about 

why we are here and what we 
are about.

Yes, the housework defi nitely 

Hour of power ...

needs to be done.
And yes, most of us need to make a habit of exercise.
But life is short and we need to connect with what makes 

it meaningful.
Sometimes we need to be still 

to fi nd that out, or reconnect with 
what it is.

Life moves at the speed of 
light. We look up and our babies 
are grown. We look up and we 
are no longer young. We look up 
and life is full of challenges and 
heartbreaks or just plain tedium.

But as long as we take the time 
to be still and keep looking up we 
will fi nd our purpose.

Don’t lose more hours than 
you have to. Find the time to fi nd 
yourself.

And, don’t forget to look up.

Gary Borders Gary Borders 
Capital Capital HighlightsHighlights

Largest wildfi re in state history still raging
A wildfi re in the Texas Panhandle has consumed more than 

1 million acres and as of Sunday was just 15% contained, 
according to the Texas A&M Forest Service. It is the largest 
wildfi re in Texas history.

The Smokehouse Creek Fire is by far the most extensive of 
several blazes, which also include the Grape Vine Creek Fire 
in Gray County, covering 30,000 acres and 60% contained, and 
the Windy Deuce Fire in Moore County, which covers 142,000 
acres and was 60% contained.

Two deaths have been reported thus far, with hundreds of 
homes and other structures destroyed and thousands  of cattle 
likely killed, according to Sid Miller, the state’s agriculture 
commissioner. Gov. Greg Abbott issued a disaster declaration 
for 60 counties, and fi refi ghting crews from across the state 
have arrived to assist.

The causes of the fi res have not been determined, though 
the Panhandle has been experiencing exceptionally dry and 
windy weather. The forest service is advising residents and 
motorists traveling through the Panhandle to be cautious and 
not aggravate fi re conditions.

“A lot of our fi res start from the roadside,” Meghan Mahurin, 
public information offi cer, said. “Dragging chains, throwing 
cigarettes, and pulling trucks off into a bar ditch where a hot 
exhaust can hit tall grass can cause one.”

At least one lawsuit has already been fi led, blaming downed 
power lines owned by Xcel Energy for starting a blaze, the 
Texas Tribune reported.

Head of DPS testifi es before grand jury
A Uvalde grand jury considering bringing possible charges 

against law enforcement offi cers for the fl awed response to 
the Robb Elementary school shooting heard testimony behind 
closed doors last week from Texas Department of Public Safety 
Director Col. Steve McCraw.

The Austin American-Statesman reported McCraw fl ew from 
Austin on a state plane and was driven to the Uvalde County 
Fairplex, where the grand jury is meeting. He made no public 
comments.

The Statesman has previously reported that multiple law 
enforcement offi cers have been ordered to appear before the 
grand jury, including from DPS. The responding offi cers have 
come under harsh criticism for not confronting the shooter 
more quickly. He murdered 19 students and two teachers before 
being killed.

McGraw’s agency thus far has refused to release investigative 
information in the case, despite rulings to do so from a judge in 
lawsuit brought by the Statesman and multiple media outlets. 
The agency said it is doing so at the request of the Uvalde 
County District Attorney to protect the grand jury proceedings.

Court considers states’ social media laws
Laws passed in Texas and Florida to regulate the authority 

of social media companies over content moderation have been 
challenged and are now before the U.S. Supreme Court, the 
Statesman reported.

Trade groups representing Facebook, YouTube, X and Insta-
gram have been joined by the U.S. Justice Department in suing 
the two states, arguing the laws infringe on the companies’ First 
Amendment right to free speech.

House Bill 20 in Texas passed in 2021. It required social 
media companies to publicly disclose their content modera-
tion processes and provide recourse for Texans whose posts or 
accounts are removed or suspended.

The bill’s sponsor, state Sen. Bryan Hughes, R-Mineola, 
held a news conference after the high court hearing laws week.

“They control the new town square,” he said of the social 
media companies. “Everybody understands that that’s where 
people go to hash it out, to exercise their First Amendment 
rights, to have a discussion.”

Judge stops survey of Texas bitcoin miners
A federal judge has temporarily halted an effort by the De-

partment of Energy to collect electricity consumption data from 
cryptocurrency miners, the Houston Chronicle reported. Texas 
bitcoin miners claimed the mandatory survey was a “politically 
motivated attack on the industry.”

The suit was fi led by the Texas Blockchain Council and 
Riot Platforms in Rockdale, the most power-intensive bitcoin 
mine in the United States. They claimed the DOE sent out the 
mandatory survey without a public notice and comment period.

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

THE ECONOMIST
I often tend to focus on the US economy. Let’s explore some 

context by examining how other countries are faring. Rates 
of expansion around the world vary signifi cantly, and a few 
points about current patterns are noteworthy. 

The fastest growing nations in gross domestic product 
(GDP) are, as usual, observed among emerging regions. A 

mature industrial base cannot generally 
sustain the rates of increase seen in areas 
where there has historically been little 
activity and, thus, relatively small gains 
in absolute terms can generate large 
percentage changes. 

According to the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment (OECD), the countries with 
the fastest GDP growth this year are 
expected to be India (6.2%), Indonesia 

(5.1%), China (4.7%), and Turkey (2.9%). These rates equal 
or exceed the forecast global increase of 2.9% (which is im-
pressive). Some of those projections may not come to fruition 
(especially China, where there are notable structural issues), 
but these forecasts provide a useful yardstick. 

The next few on the list are Mexico (2.5%), Saudi Arabia 
(2.4%), and Korea (2.2%). The United States has a projected 
2024 increase according to the OECD of 2.1% (our forecast 
is modestly higher). Brazil, Russia, Spain, Australia, Japan, 
South Africa, and Canada round out the top 15. The outlook 
for the Euro area calls for only 0.6% expansion, with peren-

Global growth ...
nial powerhouse Germany at just 0.3%. The United Kingdom 
comes in at 0.7%. 

The position of the United States among the top performing 
developed economies is notable, and the divergence between 
US and European growth is striking. Although improvement 
for Europe is expected in 2025, the US will continue to per-
form better. 

One reason for this disparity is distance and some insulation 
from geopolitical tensions. For example, when Russia invaded 
Ukraine, a key source of natural gas for Europe (pipelines from 
Russia) was interrupted. Energy prices remain well above 
those in the US, due to both the loss of supply and complex 
challenges with the transition to green energy. In fact, the US 
role as a net energy exporter has served it well as numerous 
disruptions have arisen around the world. 

European taxes and costs are also generally higher, further 
constricting prospects by putting exporters at a competitive 
disadvantage on global markets. In addition, the US has (1) 
generated a sizeable turnaround in productivity and (2) en-
joyed more consumer engagement, partially resulting from its 
aggressive stimulus responses during the pandemic.   

Both areas faced substantial interest rate increases and 
infl ationary pressures, but the domestic situation has been 
moderating more rapidly. The US economy has shown remark-
able strength given the array of global challenges (though there 
are some signs of current slowing) and is better positioned for 
enduring progress than most parts of the world. 

Stay safe!
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Speaking of dogs, 
let’s communicate with 

our furry friends

Rusty MitchumRusty Mitchum
Life & TimesLife & Times

Who knew M&M’s 
were so noteworthy?

Once again, those brainy 
people down at Texas A&M 
University have supplied 
yours truly with what I feel is 
some fascinating stuff  worth 
sharing, and wouldn’t you 
know it’s about dogs.

Possibly my favorite sub-
ject, other than my grandkids.

(Speaking of dogs, check 
out the newest feature in our 
weekly gazette in today’s 
issue, “Pet of the Week’’ sup-
plied by the folks at Lindale’s 
City Animal Services.)

The gist of this emailed 
information is that while 
our pups can’t speak our 
language they nonetheless 
communicate though vocal-
izations and body language.

Such as: At our house, at 
6 a.m. each day, little dachs-
hund Abbey brings forth her 
loudest bark informing us it’s 
time to start the day, which 
for her and roommate Penny 
means a trip to the backyard 
and their morning ritual.

According to Harmony 
Diers, manager for the Dog 
Aging Project in Aggieland, 
dogs have a remarkable abil-
ity to communicate through 
a variety of sounds, or vo-
calizations. 

Because each vocalization 
conveys a specifi c message 
or emotion, understanding 
the meaning behind diff erent 
vocalizations can help own-
ers address their pets’ needs 
more eff ectively, leading to a 
stronger bond and a happier, 
healthier dog, she says.

A dog’s vocalizations can 
be categorized into distinct 
types, such as barking, whin-
ing, and howling, but there 
are many factors that con-
tribute to what a dog is trying 
to convey. 

“Deciphering what dogs 
are trying to communicate 
with a particular vocaliza-
tion depends on the tone of 
their communication, their 
body language, environmen-
tal factors, health, level of 
comfort and emotion, such 
as stress, fear or hunger,” 
Diers said. 

She added that owners 
should try to understand 
common reasons behind such 
vocalizations (see Abbey, 
above) and pay attention to 
any changes in these patterns. 
If so, a specialist such as a 
veterinarian or trainer may 
be needed.

Barking, the most common 
category of dog vocalization, 
serves various purposes, she 
said. 

“Emotions can be ex-
pressed through barking, 
whether it is a higher-pitched 
bark for excitement, a repeti-
tive and monotone bark for 
boredom, a sharp and intense 
bark to alert you of a sound 
or sight, or a short, quick bark 
directed at another dog as a 
way to say ‘stop it!’” Diers 
explained. “Yet, for example, 
if a dog is barking from 
anxiety, which often sounds 
high pitched and increases 
in frequency, veterinary or 
behavioral intervention may 
be necessary to address the 
underlying cause.”

Other common categories 
of vocalization include whin-
ing and sighing or groaning. 
Whining addresses specifi c 
needs such as a trip to the 
backyard, a desire to play or 
in Abbey’s case, a need for 
more treats.

If an owner suspects 
their dog is exhibiting these 
sounds because of a medical 
concern, they should consult 
with a veterinarian to identify 
and address the source of the 
potential issue.

Howling, on the other 
hand, is a distinctive and long 
vocalization, often transition-
ing from a low to high pitch, 
that refl ects their long-range 
communication instinct, 

passed down through their 
ancestral ties to wolves.

In addition to vocaliza-
tions, dogs communicate 
through a combination of 
body postures, facial expres-
sions and tail movements. 
Owners should observe these 
cues together with any vocal-
ization so that they may better 
understand what their dog is 
trying to say.

“A barking dog with a 
wagging tail and relaxed 
ears and face may be happy 
and barking from excitement, 
while a barking dog that is 
standing stiff with ears at 
attention may indicate they 
feel threatened,” Diers said.

Paying close attention to 
these cues can be especially 
helpful when determining 
the reason behind a dog’s 
growling, a form of defensive 
behavior for dogs.

“Though they can growl 
while playing, dogs tend 
to use growling when they 
are fearful, upset, sensing a 
warning or threat, or protect-
ing their territory,” Diers said.

Growling can be seen as 
a negative behavior, but it is 
an important form of com-
munication that can help 
prevent potentially dangerous 
situations, such as a bite, by 
signaling to others to stay 
back or indicating a personal 
boundary has been crossed.

Even though it can be a 
complex process to under-
stand what a dog is trying to 
communicate through their 
vocalizations, considering 
the type of vocalization, their 
body language, and surround-
ing environment can help 
owners gain valuable insights 
into their pet’s needs and 
emotions.

Gold Star Mothers sign Valentine’s cards
Members of the Northeastern Texas American Gold Star Mothers recently signed Valentine’s Day 
cards for veterans at the Watson-Logan Texas State Veteran’s Home. Gold Star Mothers is group of 
mothers who have lost a son or daughter who have been in a U.S. military branch and is a private, 
non-profi t organization. These cards were delivered to the Watson-Logan home by these Gold Star 
Mothers who were gratifi ed by expressions of gratitude and invitations to visit anytime. (Courtesy 
photo) 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column 
comes from the archives of the Lindale 
News and Times, which is available on-
line for $2.99 per month. Call 903-882-
8880 to set up your online subscription.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, 
March 2, 2023

 Lindale City Council members ap-
proved the extension of Centennial 
Blvd. to connect with Jim Hogg Road 
following an executive session during 
their regular meeting at city hall.

The council voted in open session 
after the executive session.

By extending this roadway, the first 
steps of the Centennial Development 
project can begin. Smith County will 
fund a portion of the project with bond 
money. 

In other action, the council:
-- Approved the preliminary and final 

subdivision of Bigfoot Pursuits LLC 
consisting of 3.6 acres into two lots in 
the 700 block of South Main near the 
Auto Zone store.

-- Approved an emergency expendi-
ture of an extra $25,970 to repair belt 
press at the wastewater treatment plant.

-- Approved $50,000 to purchase fur-
niture for the new Kinzie Community 
Center at Pool Park. Council members 
also discussed design changes, rental 
fees and received an update on con-
struction.

-- Approved moving the location 
of hole No. 1 on the disc golf course 
at Darden Harvest Park to alleviate 

discs landing in adjacent homeowners’ 
property. The Lindale Parks Board is to 
determine the new location of the hole.

FIVE YEARS AGO, 
March 7, 2019

Lindale’s Jodi DeHart slashed a two-
run triple in the bottom of the seventh 
inning to propel the Lady Eagles to a 
come-from-behind, 8-7, win over the 
Van Lady Vandals in softball action. 
Hannah Knox tossed seven innings of 
seven hit ball and struck out 17 Lady 
Vandals.

The win improved the Lady Eagles’ 
record to 6-1-1 overall and 1-0 in dis-
trict.

10 YEARS AGO, 
March 6, 2014

Following a successful weekend at a 
tournament in Fort Worth, the Lindale 
High School Eagles varsity baseball 
team took on Gilmer and brought home 
a 2-0 win.

Sam Sitton, now 1-1 on the season, 
drove in both Lindale runs as well as 
going 2-for-3 at the plate with a pair 
of singles. His hit in the third inning 
brought in the only two runs he and the 
Eagles would need.

Bryce Deupree also had a hit for the 
Eagles.

On the mound, Sitton struck out eight 
and spaced out five hits.

Lindale’s defense also contributed 
to the win as left fielder Ryan Dudley 
doubled up a Buckeye runner with a 
perfect throw to catcher Tate Coomer 
at the plate.

I was walking down the 
aisle in the grocery store 
when I saw a 20 somethin’ 
year old millennial lookin’ 
feller standin’ in the middle 
of the aisle.  

He had his eyes closed and 
his head movin’ back and 
forth.  I walked up to him. 

“Hey buddy.  You OK?” I 
asked.  He opened his eyes, 
smiled, and pointed up at 
the ceilin’.  I looked up but 
didn’t see anything.

“Hear that?” he asked, 
still pointin’.  I didn’t hear 
anything.  Of course I didn’t 
have my hearin’ aids in, so 
there was that.  Then he 
asked, “What do you think 
about that?”

“About what?”
‘About Eminem?”

“I  l ike  ‘ em OK,”  I 
said.  “Well, all except the 
blue ones.”  

 “ D o  w h a t ? ”  h e 
asked.  “What are you talk-
ing about?”

“M&M’s.”
“The singer?”
“They sing?”
“What?”
“What are you takin’ 

about?“
“Eminem.”
“Are you havin’ a stroke 

or somethin’?”

“He sighed heavily.”  I 
am talking about the singer, 
Eminem.”

“OK,” I said.  “I’ve seen 
‘em on TV commercials 
talkin’, but I’ve never seen 
one singin’.  Which color 
is he?”

“White.”
“There’s a white M&M?”
“Heavy sigh.  Of course 

he’s white, he’s Eminem.”
“I ain’t never seen no 

white M&M.  I think you’re 
just makin’ this up.”

“Come on, dude.  Emi-
nem, the rapper.”

“The M&M wrapper ain’t 
white.  It’s black.”

He points up.  “Listen.”
“To what?”
“Eminem.”
“You ain’t escaped from 

some mental facility or 
somethin’, have you?” I 
asked. 

H e  j u s t  s t a r e d  a t 
me.  “Man, you’re a trip,” 
he said and he walked off . 

“ W o w , ”  I 
thought.  “There sure are 
some strange people out 
there.”  Then I had another 
thought. “Hmmm…..won-
der where the candy aisle 
is?  Like Jerry Clower used 
to say, that guy has done 
fl ung a cravin’ on me.”

During its February meeting, the Friends of the Lil-
lie Russell Memorial Library discussed plans for 2024 
which include the annual Events Sponsorships and the 
Membership Drive, publicity offi  cials announced.

The Friends, under the leadership of new president Ty-
anna Fabian, were able to distribute more than $12,000 
to the library with $10,000 more pledged for renovations 
to the foyer and restrooms. The group also volunteered 
more than 780 hours to the library.

A banner, highlighting the membership drive and the 
sponsorships, will be posted in front of the library and 
will list all the sponsors that have generously helped the 
Friends over the years.

The group welcomes new members or the renewal of 
memberships. Its next meeting is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, March 10.

Friends of Lillie 
Russell library

meet, make 
plans for 2024

TPWD executive director appointed to 
fi shing, boating partnership council

The Secretaries of Interior and 
Commerce recently appointed 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment Executive Director, David 
Yoskowitz, Ph.D., to serve on the 
Sport Fishing and Boating Partner-
ship Council, publicity officials 
announced.  

The committee advises the U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior and the 
U.S. Secretary of Commerce on 
aquatic conservation and restora-
tion endeavors to benefi t fi shery 
resources and enhance recreational 
boating.  

The council comprises individu-
als from coastal fi sh and wildlife 

resource management agencies, 
fi shing and boating industries, and 
education or outreach organiza-
tions to address recreational an-
gling, boating and aquatic resource 
conservation issues. The council 
not only advises the secretaries 
but also encourages partnerships 
among industry, the public, and 
government to advance conserva-
tion needs. 

Yoskowitz was named execu-
tive director of TPWD in 2022 
after previously serving in many 
roles at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi. He served as chief 
economist of the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration 
(2014-5) where he helped develop 
the agency’s fi rst Social Science 
Vision and Strategy. He also served 
on the National Research Council 

Committee on the Eff ects of the 
Deepwater Horizon Mississippi 
Canyon-252 Oil Spill on Ecosys-
tem Services in the Gulf of Mexico.  

Yoskowitz previously sat on 
the Socioeconomic Scientifi c and 
Statistical Committee for the Gulf 
of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council and currently serves on 
the Board of Directors of Indifl y, 
an organization dedicated to using 
recreational fi sheries to create sus-
tainable livelihoods for indigenous 
peoples around the world. 

“I am honored to have been 
appointed to this committee that 
focuses not only on the core val-

ues of Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department but conservation is-
sues across the United States,” 
Yoskowitz said. “Working together 
with industry partners, outdoor 
enthusiast organizations, other fi sh 
and wildlife agencies, and various 
stakeholder groups helps us make 
more well-rounded recommenda-
tions to the Secretaires.”  

This appointment is benefi cial 
not only to Texas but all outdoor 
enthusiasts for advancing conser-
vation and recreational needs. Find 
additional information about the 
Sport Fishing and Boating Partner-
ship Council on their webpage.
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Parrott Faith Properties
Fruitdale Townhomes 

2 Vacancies
$200 OFF MOVE IN SPECIAL 

Remodeled open fl oor plans
Aff ordably priced

903-882-5181

PETS OF THE WEEKPETS OF THE WEEK
Sweet pups need forever homes

EDITOR’S NOTE: The “Pet of the Week’’ column, 
compiled by staff  members of the city of Lindale Animal 
Control department, is scheduled to be a regular feature in 
the Lindale News and Times.

---
Many of you may remember the infamous white dog who 

eluded capture for months. 
Her name is Elsa, and here is her story:
In December of 2022, not one, but two puppies were 

abandoned in Lindale, one white, and one yellow. Sisters, 
they stayed together for several weeks, seeking out food 
wherever they could fi nd it, and shelter in the trees from 
some nasty winter storms. 

These two pups were survivors. They knew no other way. 
Eventually they found their way to a local chicken restau-

rant, discovered their love for chicken and found some kind 
souls who would leave food for them. For weeks, these pups 
would return to the same locations, knowing that someone 
would leave something for them to eat.  

Numerous calls to the city, and dozens of attempts by 
Animal Control to lure these babies to warmth, safety and 
care were unproductive. 

One day, in late January of 2023, the yellow pup was 
successfully rescued by Animal Control and taken to the 
city kennel. She was very shy, timid, and untrusting with 
people, but safe from the elements, cars, and predators. She 
had regular meals and a warm bed. Animal Control started 
calling her Brie, for her color was similar to Brie cheese.

This left the other pup, the elusive white one, to fend for 
herself all on her own. Each day the city received calls of 
sightings of this white dog, members of the community 
started seeing her on a regular basis on County Road 474, 

and in the Bethesda Church parking lot.  
Food bowls started showing up, even a doghouse to give 

shelter to this dog who wouldn’t get close enough to touch. 
Throughout the entire month of February, many attempts 

were made to corral this street-smart young pup. She stayed 
outside throughout some ferocious cold weather, including 
snow and ice storms, leading city staff  to name her “Elsa” 
because she was white like snow and the cold didn’t seem 
to bother her. 

Finally, on March 2, 2023 she was out matched, and city 
staff  was able to get her safely into the city kennel, where a 
warm bed and regular meals awaited. 

That should have been the happy ending for Elsa and Brie. 
Don’t get the wrong idea, they’ve both received veterinary 

care, regular vaccines and immunizations, full bellies, and 
lots of play time, but here we are, nearly a year later and 
both dogs are still in the city kennel. 

There’s been no interest from potential adopters. Other 
dogs have come and gone, and both Brie and Elsa are still 
there.

No dog should have to fend for itself on the streets as a 
puppy, only to spend an entire year not knowing the love of 
a human, or to know what it’s like to have kids to play with, 
or go on walks, or snuggle with their human.  

Neither Elsa nor Brie have known the love of a forever 
family.  A year has gone by, and these dogs have only known 
the street and a city kennel. 

These two pups need help, they need love and training. 
They need to learn to trust. And it will take a lot of work 
and a lot of patience, but both have the potential to be an 
amazing pet. 

Please contact City of Lindale Animal Control at 903-
882-6861 if you are interested in giving either one of them 
a forever home.

Brie

Elsa



Lindale Police Department call logs for 
Feb. 23-March 1

FRIDAY, FEB. 23: Public Service, 500 block North 
Main Street, Settled at Scene; Motor Vehicle Crash, 3500 
block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 
14200 block CR 452, Settled at Scene; Theft, 100 block 
East Centennial Blvd., Report; Motorist Assist, 300 block 
West Hubbard Street, Settled at Scene; Assist Another 
Agency, 15000 block CR 431, Settled at Scene; Public 
Service, 100 block East Centennial Blvd., Settled at Scene; 
Public Service, 1100 block East Park Drive, Settled at 
Scene; Suspicious Person, 500 block South Main Street, 
Unfounded; Criminal Mischief, 1300 block Brad Circle, 
Unable to Locate; Stolen License Plate, 3500 block South 
Main Street, Unable to Locate; Suspicious Vehicle, 17000 
block IH-20 West, Settled at Scene.

SATURDAY, FEB. 24: Motor Vehicle Crash, 554 IH-20 
West, Report; Theft, 100 block Ballard Drive, Report; Peace 
Offi  cer’s Warrant, 200 block Summer Tree Circle, Report; 
Stolen Vehicle, 13900 block FM 849, Report; Welfare 
Concern, 3200 block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; 
Suspicious Circumstance, 100 block East Centennial Blvd., 
Settled at Scene; Mental Health Welfare Check, 400 block 
West North Street, Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 500 
block Circle Drive, Report; Peace Offi  cer’s Warrant, 300 
block Corrigan Trails Blvd., Report; Criminal Trespass, 
100 block East Centennial Blvd., Report; Assist Smith Co 
SO, 13300 block IH-20 East, Settled at Scene.

SUNDAY, FEB. 25: Disturbance, 300 block South Main 
Street, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 400 block South 
Main Street, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c Hazard, 554 IH-20 
West, Unable to Locate; Inquest, 3500 block South Main 
Street, Report; Motor Vehicle Crash, 3200 block South 
Main Street, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Circumstance, 
13900 block FM 849, Unable to Locate; Public Service, 
100 block East Centennial Blvd., Settled at Scene; Criminal 
Trespass, 100 block East Centennial Blvd., Warning Issued; 
Business Alarm, 800 block Lindale Industrial Parkway, 
Settled at Scene; Traffi  c Hazard, 556 IH-20 West, Unable 
to Locate.

MONDAY, FEB. 26: Assist Another Agency, 400 block 
Eagle Spirit Drive, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Circum-
stance, 300 block Rita Drive, Settled at Scene; Public 
Service, 2700 block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; 
Motor Vehicle Crash, 1700 block South Main Street, Re-
port; Traffi  c Control, 100 block North Main Street, Settled 
at Scene; Motor Vehicle Crash, 18500 block U.S. Highway 
69 North, Settled at Scene; Motor Vehicle Crash, 300 block 
West Hubbard Street, Settled at Scene; Assist EMS , 400 

block Roseland Drive, Settled at Scene; Stolen Vehicle, 
2700 block South Main Street, Report; Assist EMS, 500 
block Sunset Drive, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 
100 block East Centennial Blvd., Settled at Scene.

TUESDAY, FEB. 27:  Motor Vehicle Crash, 3400 block 
South Main Street, Report; Verbal Disturbance, 1500 block 
South Main Street, Unable to Locate; Theft, 600 block 
South Main Street, Report; Escort, 200 block West South 
Street, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c Hazard, 300 block South 
Main Street, Settled at Scene; Family Violence, 200 block 
Cooper Street, Arrest; Suspicious Person, 3500 block South 
Main Street, Settled at Scene.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 28: Disturbance, 17500 block 
Stacy Street, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c Complaint, 556 IH-20 
West, Unfounded; Motor Vehicle Crash, 200 block South 
College Street, Unfounded; Assist Smith Co SO, 18600 
block U.S. Highway 69 North, Settled at Scene; Assist Oth-
er Agency, 18600 block CR 4116, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c 
Hazard, 100 block North Main Street, Settled at Scene; Mo-
tor Vehicle Crash, 3300 block South Main Street, Report; 
Public Service, 60 block Miranda Lambert Way, Settled at 
Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 500 block South Main Street, 
Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 200 block Charles Drive, 
Settled at Scene; Suspicious Person, 3500 block South Main 
Street, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 13800 block 
Highway 69 North, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 
16000 block Liberty Crossing, Settled at Scene.

THURSDAY, FEB. 29: Suspicious Circumstance, 200 
block Charles Drive, Settled at Scene; Harassment, 100 
block East Centennial Blvd., Settled at Scene; Welfare 
Concern, 3200 block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; 
Disturbance, 3500 block South Main Street, Warning Is-
sued; Welfare Concern, 100 block East Centennial Blvd., 
Unable to Locate; Suspicious Person, 15500 block CR 463, 
Settled at Scene; Motorist Assist, 500 block East South 
Street, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Person, 3200 block 
South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Hit and Run, 520 block 
South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c Hazard, 13400 
block IH-20 East, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 60 block 

Miranda Lambert Way, Settled at Scene.

FRIDAY, MARCH 1: Motorist Assist, 17900 block 
Highway 69 North, Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 300 
block Bowers Street, Report; Public Service, 100 block East 
Centennial Blvd., Settled at Scene; Escort, 200 block West 
South Street, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 60 block 
Miranda Lambert Way, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 
200 block Summer Tree Circle, Settled at Scene; Assist 
Other Agency; 3200 block South Main Street, Warning 
Issued; Motorist Assist, 14900 block IH-20 East, Settled 
at Scene; Business Alarm, 100 block South Main Street, 
Settled at Scene.
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Fed indictments 
handed down for drug 
distribution violations

A Celina physician and eight others have been indicted for 
federal drug distribution violations in the Eastern District 
of Texas, said Davilyn Walston, spokesperson for U.S. At-
torney Damien M. Diggs.  

Kevin Shelton, 53, was named in an indictment returned 
by a federal grand jury in February 2024, charging him with 
possession with conspiracy to possess with intent to manu-
facture and distribute controlled substances and conspiracy 
to commit money laundering.  

The following individuals were also charged in the in-
dictment:

Stephanie Shelton, 48, of Celina;
Jai Ellis, 41, of Celina;
Clay York, 50, of Rowlett;
Stephanie York, 49, of Rowlett;
Jeff rey Cornwell, 47, of McKinney;
Raman Bhaumik, 45, of Plano;
Prasenjit Bhaumik, 48, of Plano; and
David Pokorny, 62, of Sherman.
The defendants made initial appearances on Feb. 29 before 

U.S. District Judge Sean Jordan.   
According to the indictment and information presented in 

court, the defendants are alleged to have conspired to possess 
with the intent to distribute controlled substances, including 
Hydrocodone; Oxandrolone; Nandrolone; Phentermine; 
Alprazolam; Diazepam; Testosterone; Tramadol; Adderall; 
and Dextroamphetamine.  The defendants also conspired to 
commit the off ense of money laundering. 

If convicted, the defendants each face up to 20 years in 
federal prison. This prosecution is part of an Organized 
Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces (OCDETF) inves-
tigation. OCDETF identifi es, disrupts, and dismantles the 
highest-level drug traffi  ckers, money launderers, gangs, and 
transnational criminal organizations that threaten the United 
States by using a prosecutor-led, intelligence-driven, multi-
agency approach that leverages the strengths of federal, 
state, and local law enforcement agencies against criminal 
networks.  

This case is being investigated by the U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration and the Internal Revenue Service – 
Criminal Investigation.  This case is being prosecuted by 
assistant U.S. attorneys in Plano and Sherman



6 LINDALE NEWS & TIMES | THURSDAY,  MARCH 7, 2024 

Both the 7th and 8th grade Lindale 
High School girls track teams cap-
tured second place honors recently 
at the Bullard Junior High School 
Panther Relays.

The 8th graders earned 181.5 
points while the 7th graders finished 
with 169 points.

Leading scorers for the 8th grad-
ers included Rachel Kelley, 32 
points, Madison Hopson, 24 points, 
Breelyn Gordon, 20 points and 
Baylee Brooks 18 points.

For the 7th graders, leading scor-
ers included Ava Wilson, 38 points, 
Leila Harkins, 21 points, Reece 
Rand, 20 points and Paisley Keith, 
18 points.

8TH GRADE RESULTS
(Lindale competitors 

only
Triple Jump – Breelynn Gordon 

- 4th Place (28 feet, 8½ inches); 
Baylee Brooks, 5th Place (28 feet, 
4¼ inches)

Long Jump – Rachel Kelley, 3rd 
Place (13 feet, 1¾ inches); Bree-
Lynn Gordon - 4th Place (13 feet, 1 

inch); Brooklyn Wiggins, 6th Place 
(12 feet, 8½ inches)

High Jump -- Rachel Kelley, 
3rd Place (4 feet, 4 inches); Bay-
lee Brooks,  5th Place (4 feet, 4 
inches); Brooklyn Wiggins, 6th 
Place (4 feet, 4 inches)

Pole Vault – Dylan Grace, 2nd 
Place (7 feet); Baylee Brooks, 3rd 
Place (6 feet)

Discus – Harper Kinney, 3rd 
Place (77 feet, 8 inches); KayLea 
Williams, 5th Place (56 feet, 5½ 
inches)

Shot Put – Harper Kinney, 4th 
Place (28 feet, 9½ inches); Kay-
Lea Williams, 6th Place (28 feet, 
6 inches)

2400 Run – Kinzleigh McIntyre, 
5th Place (11:01.42)

400 Relay – Makynli Zemer, 
Breelynn Gordon, Baylee Brooks, 
Brooklyn Wiggins, 2nd Place 
(54.55)

800 Run – Madison Hopson, 1st 
Place (2:41.92); Haylee Osorio, 4th 
Place (2:52.81)

100 Hurdles – Rachel Kelley, 1st 
Place (17.26); Dylan Grace, 5th 

Place (19.33)
100 Dash – Breelynn Gordon, 

2nd Place (13.86); Bella Bunton, 
3rd Place (13.94)

800 Relay – Makynli Zemer, 
Bella Bunton, Baylee Brooks, 
Brooklyn Wiggins, 2nd Place 
(1:58.05)

400 Run – Madison Hopson - 1st 
Place (1:07.03); Alayna Ogden, 3rd 
Place, (1:08.54); Addyson Hance, 
5th Place (1:10.20)

300 Hurdles – Rachel Kelley, 1st 
Place (53.42); Dylan Grace, 5th 
Place (57.23)

200 Dash – Brooklyn Wiggins, 
4th Place (29.61); Bella Bunton, 
5th Place, (29.76)

1600 Run – Haylee Osorio - 5th 
Place (6:48.52); Helen Arteaga, 6th 
Place (6:49.77)

1600 Relay – Makynli Zemer, 
Addyson Hance, Madison Hop-
son, Alayna Ogden, 2nd Place 
(4:40.25)

Leading Scorer:  Rachel Kelley 
- 32 Points

Madison Hopson - 24 Points
Breelynn Gordon - 20 Points 

Baylee Brooks- 18 Points

7TH GRADE RESULTS
(Lindale competitors 

only)
Triple Jump – Reece Rand, 2nd 

Place (28 feet, 11 inches); Ava 
Wilson, 3rd Place (27 feet, 8½ 
inches); Anna Muhr, 4th Place (27 
feet, 5 inches)

Long Jump – Leila Harkins - 1st 
Place (13 feet, 1 inch); Reece Rand,  
3rd Place (12 feet,8¾ inches) 

High Jump – Addison Mahana 
- 2nd Place (4 feet, 4 inches); 
Reece Rand, 4th Place (4 feet, 
4 inches)

Discus – Paisley Keith, 1st Place 
(71 feet, 8 inches); Ava Wilson, 2nd 
Place (69 feet, 3½ inches)

Shot Put – Ava Wilson - 1st Place 
(31 feet, 5 inches); Paisley Keith, 
2nd Place (30 feet, 10 inches); 
Milee Miller, 5th Place (27 feet, 
1 inch)

2400 Run – Avery Glasscock, 
4th Place (11:51.07); Kyler Gal-
loway, 5th Place (12:01.50); Avery 
Wehr, 6th Place (12:14.16) 

400 Relay – Milee Miller, Leila 
Harkins, Selah Edwards, Kierra 
Ross, 4th Place (58.46) 

800 Run – Ava Wilson, 3rd Place 
(2:53.76) 

100 Hurdles – Reagan Thurmon, 
5th Place (20.10); Libbie McHam, 
6th Place (20.19) 

100 Dash – Reece Rand, 6th 
Place (14.74) 

800 Relay – Milee Miller, Leila 
Harkins, Selah Edwards, Addison 
Mahana, 3rd Place (2:03.19)

400 Run – Bethany Hopson, 3rd 
Place (1:11.11); Jaylee Benson, 6th 
Place (1:13.43)

300 Hurdles – Libbie McHam, 
2nd Place (55.70); Eden Denson, 
5th Place (58.36) 

200 Dash – Leila Harkins - 3rd 
Place (30.57); Selah Edwards, 4th 
Place (30.80)

Reece Rand, 6th Place (31.25)
1600 Run – Ava Wilson, 2nd 

Place (6:36.46)
1600 Relay – Milee Miller, 

Bethany Hopson, Jaylee Ben-
son, Kierra Ross, 3rd Place 
(5:07.15)

Junior High girls’ track teams finish second in Bullard

Two Lindale High School se-
niors earned $4,000 in scholarships 
for their submissions to the 2024 
“Women with Heart’’ contest spon-
sored by 

CHRISTUS Trinity Mother 
Frances Louis and Peaches Owen 
Heart Hospital, publicity officials 
said.

Ashlynn Blankenship and Kayla 
McCoy finished second and third, 

respectively, in the contest. Blanken-
ship’s scholarship is worth $2,500 
and McCoy’s is worth $1,500.

Alyssa Strickland, a home-
schooled student, was named the win-
ner, earning the $5,000 grand prize.  
“As soon as she said my name, it 
took me a minute to process that I 
was the winner,” Strickland said. “I 
learned so much about heart health 
for women during this process and 

I am so thankful to everyone who 
voted for me.”

In all, five area high school seniors 
were honored with scholarships to-
taling $10,000, officials said.

More than 70 videos were sub-
mitted from across the area and 
students were tasked with creating 
a video that focused on Ameri-
can Heart Month, with the aim 
of building awareness of heart 

disease, specifically for women. 
“We wanted them to learn about 
heart health and specifically the im-
pact heart disease has on women,” 
said Deb Chelette, regional vice 
president, cardiovascular services. 
“They all had such great submis-
sions that showed they took the 
time to learn about heart disease 
and, hopefully, gain some valuable 
knowledge.”

The  remain ing  f ina l i s t s , 
Elizabeth Kuhlmann and Ni-
cole Hines, each received $500. 
As for Strickland, she says she plans 
to use the scholarship to support her 
goal of becoming a nurse. 

“Both my mom and my sister 
are nurses, so I have a lot of great 
experience in my family,” she said. 
“I am so excited to be able to help 
people.”

Lindale High School seniors awarded “Women with Heart’’ scholarships

AUSTIN – The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department is taking public 
comment until March 27 to proposed 
changes to the 2024-2025 Statewide 
Hunting and Migratory Game Bird 
proclamations, publicity officials said.

These include:
Migratory Game 
Bird Regulations

Eliminate the Light Goose Conser-
vation Order from both Eastern and 
Western Goose

Zones
Reduce the daily bag limit of light 

geese from 10 to 5 in both eastern and 
western zones.

Extend the regular goose season for 
light geese to 19 days in the eastern 
zone.

Standardize the light goose posses-
sion limit to three times the daily bag 
limit – similar to all other migratory 
game birds – during the regular hunt-
ing season. 

Change the Special White-winged 
Dove Days season structure due to 
calendar progression.

Change the season structure of the 
second segment for doves in the north 
zone to allow later dove hunting.

Change greater white-fronted goose 
daily bag limit restrictions from two 
in the aggregate to a dark goose daily 
bag limit of five in the western zone.

Include Mexican ducks in the duck 
daily bag limits for all zones while 
deleting “Mexican like” verbiage.

Calendar progression for all other 
migratory game bird hunting season 
dates.
Upland Game Bird Regulations

Require statewide mandatory har-

vest reporting for all harvested wild 
turkeys during all seasons and coun-
ties.

Close the spring-only hunting sea-
son for wild turkeys south of Highway 
82 in Fannin, Lamar, Red River and 
Bowie counties.

Close all wild turkey hunting sea-
sons in Bell and Williamson counties 
east of Interstate 35 (I-35) and in all 
of Milam County.

Remove references to Rio Grande 
and eastern wild turkey subspecies 
in regulations and replace with “wild 
turkey.”

Reduce the wild turkey hunting 
season length and annual bag limit in 
all counties with an open season west 
of the Pecos River and that portion of 
counties falling east of I-35/north of 
I-10 to a spring-only season from April 
1-30 and one gobbler (male turkey) 
annual bag limit.

Big Game Regulations
Change Desert Bighorn Sheep hunt-

ing season from Sept. 1 – July 31 to 
Nov.15 – Sept. 30.

Remove references to “antelope” in 
regulations and replace with “prong-
horn.”

For properties enrolled in the har-
vest option of the Managed Lands 
Deer Program, allow youth to take 
bucks with a firearm for the same days 
that correspond to the early youth-only 
season for county harvest regulations.

Expand doe days in 43 counties in 
the Post Oak Savannah and Piney-
woods ecoregions.

Expand youth-only seasons in the 
fall to include Friday for white-tailed 
deer, squirrels and wild turkeys.

Additional details on the proposed 
regulation changes can be found 
on the public comment page and in 
the Texas Register.

For more information about the 
2024-25 proposals an online zoom 
webinar will be held at 6:30 p.m. on 
March 6. TPWD Wildlife Division 
staff will present proposed hunting 
regulation changes and answer ques-
tions. 

The public is encouraged to provide 
comment on the proposed regulation 
changes, and input will be considered 
before any action is taken by the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Commission at its 
March 28 public hearing. Opportuni-
ties to provide comments for or against 
these proposals include:

Online: Comments on each of 
the changes can be provided on 
the TPWD public comment page until 
March 27. 

Phone or Email
For Migratory Game Bird Proclama-

tion comments, or comments regard-
ing wild turkey hunting regulations, 
please contact Shaun Oldenburger, 
shaun.oldenburger@tpwd.texas.gov

For comments regarding big game 
hunting regulations or expansion of 
youth-only seasons, please contact 
Blaise Korzekwa, blaise.korzekwa@
tpwd.texas.gov

Commission Meeting: The TPW 
Commission will take public comment 
on the proposed changes at their meet-
ing on Thursday, March 28 in Austin. 
Those wishing to provide public tes-
timony are required to pre-register to 
speak. Public testimony is normally 
limited to three minutes per person.

Input sought on Texas hunting 
regulation proposals

Falling in love with Japanese Maples
By Debby Taylor

Smith County Master Gardener
I’m a lover of all trees, but if anyone asks my favorite it 

will be Japanese maples (Acer Palmatum) every time.  They 
are small trees in form, but they make a very bold statement 
in the landscape.  

They have three seasons of exquisite leaf color that make 
them a must have in shade gardens. 

I first became acquainted with maples in Atlanta, Ga.   My 
love for gardening blossomed when I lived there.  Atlanta 
had an abundance of beautifully colored Japanese maples 
and I definitely took note.

I was able to purchase my first maples from Helen, a 
knowledgeable gardener on a lonely road in Fayetteville, 
Ga.  She had a small hand painted sign beside her driveway 
that simply stated, “Helen’s Plants for Sale.”  

My husband and I pulled in that driveway more than once 
after our first visit.  She grew a great selection of Japanese 
maples among other beautiful plants.   I was amazed by 
the maples and their color and broad spread of the canopy.  

We bought two trees during that first visit, and she in-
formed me all her trees were seed grown and not grafted 
cultivars. 

Being an anxious gardener – but not an informed one -- I 

had no idea what she meant.
It didn’t matter to me if the trees were generic maples.  

They were absolutely beautiful and still are today.  
Meeting Helen and buying those maples ignited my pas-

sion and experimentation of a new kind of gardening.  A 
few days before moving to Texas I went by her little nursery 
for the last time.  I bought four trees and brought them to 
Tyler and have been growing Japanese maples from seed 
ever since.    

I have more than a dozen maples that I’ve grown from seed 
myself that are scattered throughout my landscape.  That’s 
in addition to the grafted named cultivars from nurseries, 
making a total of 25 maples in my yard.  

I love that Helen’s lovely trees flank my courtyard entrance 
because she was my inspiration in learning to grow maples 
from seed.  They stand in honor of her passion for gardening.

Japanese maples can come at a relatively high price com-
pared to other small trees when shopping.  That spurred me 
into research and learning how to grow from seed.  I just 
love the fabulous colors seed grown trees produce in spring, 
summer, and fall.  Their color is vibrant and showy. 

I learned to grow my trees from reading and watching 
different online videos. It was a relatively simple process.  
You just have to be thorough and do your research.  

To be honest, my first attempt produced few trees, but 
the following year it was a smashing success.  I must have 
had over 50 little seedlings.  I loved and nurtured them all.  
It is something I do every year now - start my maples.  It 
wouldn’t be spring at my house without tiny trees strewn 
throughout my garden. 

So, if you love maples like I do you might give starting 
some trees from seed a try.  The process of watching such a 
lovely tree develop from that small seed is truly a remark-
able experience.

---
Smith County Master Gardeners are volunteer educa-

tors certified and coordinated by the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service.

Those hoping to view the total eclipse from a state park 
location – such as Tyler State Park -- can call the Texas State 
Parks Reservations Center for day passes for the event on 
April 8, publicity officials said.

Reservations can be made by calling 512-389-8900 or go 
online for all parks except Enchanted Rock State Natural Area. 
Reservations for Enchanted Rock will need to be made March 
11 by phone only.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) will take 
calls to the reservation line on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis, and the limited number of day passes are expected to go 
quickly. 

TPWD anticipates a high call volume on March 8 and March 
11 and asks callers to exhibit patience as agents help answer 
calls in a timely manner.

To make the reservation process easier, members of the 
public should have their vehicle information ready, including 
license plate number, make, model and number of occupants 
broken down by adults and kids under 12 years of age. Res-
ervations must be confirmed with a credit card, so callers 
and those reserving online will need to have that information 
available as well. Agents will be available to take reservations 
in Spanish.

Texas has 31 state parks within the path of totality, and a 
partial eclipse will be visible in other state parks. Parks in the 
line of totality are expected to reach capacity, and members 
of the public are asked not to visit unless they have a pre-
purchased day pass or overnight reservation.

Below are some additional items to keep in mind when 
making reservations:

Create a reservation plan and familiarize yourself with the 
website process before March 8. It is also advised to setup an 
account ahead of time if you haven’t already.

Identify three different parks to try for online reservations. 
If your Plan A, B or C doesn’t work out, call center agents 
may be able to help with more park site options.

Admission fees vary by park for anyone age 13 and over; 
children 12 and under enter free. The Texas State Park 
Pass waives day pass fees for everyone in the pass holder’s 
vehicle. However, the Texas State Parks Pass does not guar-
antee park entry. Pass holders still need to make reservations 
even though they do not need to make a payment.

Additional information on this exciting event can be found 
on TPWD’s eclipse viewing website and the eclipse viewing 
FAQ website.

Day passes for Tyler 
State Park can be reserved 

for solar eclipse
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903-882-8880      classifi eds@lindalenews-� mes.com
LEGAL NOTICE

NEED 
CASH FAST?

Sell your
unwanted items

in the Classifi eds.
Call us at 

903-882-8880

One Call
One

Low Price
Advertise Your

Business or Event. 
Statewide
Regional

ads available.

Call
903-882-8880

for more
information

Downsizing?
Have a 

garage sale
903 882-8880

Divide & Conquer Estate Sale
Thurs., Mar. 7 ~ 7:00-5:30     Fri., Mar. 8 ~ 8:00-5:30

Sat., Mar. 9 ~ 8:00-2:00
412 West First @ Chilton ~ Tyler, TX 75701

Inside S. Loop 323 and off S. Broadway by Bergfeld Park, turn west onto 
W. 4th St. and right onto S. Chilton. We look forward to seeing you!

This Azalea District home is for sale! The following contents are available: din. table/ 
chairs; leather chairs; 3 desk chairs; leather recliners; 2 sofas; club chairs; 2 leather chairs (no 
arms); antq hall tree; antq cabinet; freestanding brass hat rack; other brass selections; framed 
art; room divider; roll top desk; elephant collection including plant stand; antq carved plant 
stand; rugs; china; vintg. porcelain Famille Rose laughing Buddha & children figurine; Desert 
Rose pottery; Royal Doulton figurines; blue & white selections; lamps; antq clocks; misc. 
signed jugs, bowls; framed needlework; MANNNY craft/ scrapbooking supplies; antq hutch; 
bookcases; books; linens; quilts; quilting bks; decorative pillows; microwave; sm. appliances; 
kitch. items; fur coat; stained glass art and floor lamp; antq leather & oak steamer trunk/ dome 
top; glass top coffee table; planters; yard art; electronics; Bose radio; Dell monitor; telescope; 
spur collection; cowboy posters; holiday items; Frigidaire freezer; pet supplies; plastic tubs; 
fans; hand/garden tools; vintg baseball pictures; sooooo much more!

Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com 

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  - 
valued at $535.

Call 855-704-8579 to 
schedule your free quote!

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Mar. 3-9, 2024

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE OWNER FINANCED LAND. We 
have some of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South 
Texas, West Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS
90 LIMOUSIN & LIM-FLEX BULLS, Sat., 
March 9, 1 p.m., At The Ranch, Chattanooga, 
OK. 1 mile W, 2 miles S and 1 mile W on Hwy 5. 
Bid LIVE www.LiveAuctions.tv, 580-704-6739, 
www.coyotehillsok.com.

New Custom Home on 1.5± Ac, Gilmer, TX, March 
28. Selling at or above $450k. TargetAuction.com, 
800-476-3939.

 CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 855-493-3803

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Notice to Creditors
Letters Testamentary for the Estate of Susan Meyers, De-
ceased, were issued to Kimberley J. Fowler, 3/04/24, in 
Cause No. 48109P, by the County Court at Law #3 of Smith 
Co, Tx. All persons having claims against this Estate cur-
rently being administered are required to present them to 
Kimberly J. Fowler, 1313 Shamrock Lane, Plano, TX 75093, 
within the time and manner prescribed by law.

Yard of the Month
The Lindale Garden Club has selected the yard of Jessie and Diana Campos, 17083 County Road 4100 
as its March Yard of the Month. (Courtesy photo)

By Smith County
AgriLife Extension Service

The agricultural heartbeat 
of Smith County will reso-
nate louder than ever at the 
48th annual Smith County 
Junior Livestock Show pre-
sented by Peltier Chevrolet 
scheduled for March 27-28, 
organizers said.

The event will be hosted 
at the Cross Brand Cowboy 
Church, culminating with 
the Sale of Champions on 
March 29.

Event Highlights:
Livestock Show 
(March 27-28):

The Livestock Show 
promises a captivating 
display of dedication and 
passion as FFA, FCCLA, 
and 4-H members present 

their meticulously raised 
livestock projects, featur-
ing cattle, goats, sheep, 
and swine as well as home 
economics projects, hor-
ticulture projects, baked 
goods, and Ag Mechanics 
projects. 

This event is a testament 
to the commitment of our 
youth, imparting essential 
life skills such as responsi-
bility, teamwork, and lead-
ership.
Sale of Champions:

March 29 marks the pin-
nacle of the event with 
the Sale of Champions, 
a unique opportunity for 
community members to 
support these aspiring ag-
riculturists. The crème de 
la crème of the Livestock 
Show will be featured, 

and attendees are invited 
to participate in the bid-
ding process. Your involve-
ment directly contributes 
to the success and future 
endeavors of these promis-
ing young farmers.

The Smith County Junior 
Livestock Show is open to 
the community to experi-
ence the dedication and 
hard work of our youth. 
Whether you are a seasoned 
supporter of agricultural 
initiatives or a fi rst-time at-
tendee, the Livestock Show 
and Sale of Champions 
guarantee an engaging and 
enlightening experience 
for all.

For more information and 
updates, visit [smithcoun-
tyjls.com](http://smith-
countyjls.com).

County Livestock Show set March 27

HOME FOR SALE BY OWNER
Beautiful home for sale by owner, 

Timber Creek Villas off  Brad Circle, Lindale.
Phone: 903-520-3859

HUGE ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
Trinity Lutheran Church

2001 Hunter, Tyler (off  Golden Rd.)
Friday April 12th - 8am to 5pm

Saturday April 13th – 8am to 3pm

CALL: 903-882-8880 
or 903-845-2235
Mail check to: 
P.O. Box 1559, Lindale, TX, 75771

NAME:___________________________________
ADDRESS:_______________________________
________________________________________
PHONE:_________________________________
EMAIL:__________________________________

$35/year in Smith County | $40/year out-of-county | $50/year out-of-state
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Mayor reflects on tenure, city’s growth
Continued from Page 1

he said. “It was around $300,000 17 years ago and now its 
close to $3 million.’’

Attracting big businesses such as Fed Ex and Sanderson 
Farms to the Lindale Industrial Park have helped pad the 
tax rolls, to be sure, but the aforementioned Cannery area 
with several businesses and a new hotel have boosted those 
figures too.

“A lot of major developments are still coming,’’ he said.
And Daugherty understands a lot of the credit for bringing 

into new business and industry is the highly-rated Lindale 
ISD.

UT Tyler poll suggests Cruz may have trouble with Allred
Continued from Page 1

“One of the big unan-
swered questions for the 
Republicans in their two-
candidate primary race is 
whether the loser’s sup-
porters will back the party’s 
eventual nominee in the 
general election. Our results 
suggest that the answer to 
that question is ‘no’ when 
it comes to Trump support-
ers in Texas,” said Dr. Ken 
Wink, UT Tyler professor 
and interim center direc-
tor. “It appears that many 
Trump supporters would 
opt for Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr., over Nikki Haley in the 
general election if Haley, 
rather than Trump, were to 
be the GOP nominee.”

Voters’ perceptions of 
issues also produced some 
interesting results. By far 
and away, securing the 
border was the most im-
portant issue of voters, 
garnering 35 percent of the 
responses. 

A distant second was in-

8 BURGERS free

Protein-Packed Assortment
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
4  PureGroundTM Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88    FREEFREE PureGroundTM Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
75039RFJ   separately $313.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 

$12999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 
Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping 
address that includes 75039. Standard S&H added per 
address. Off er available while supplies last. Items may be 
substituted due to inventory limitations. Cannot be combined 
with other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. Some products 
may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject 
to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 03/31/24. 
24M5250  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

ORDER NOW! 1.877.299.6956 Ask for 75039RFJ

OmahaSteaks.com/TasteIt2112

 PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT 

 PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Experience a steak that’s hand-carved by master butchers, 
perfectly aged to maximize tenderness, and double-trimmed 

to remove imperfections. This isn’t a steak – this is Omaha Steaks. 

East Texans tackle Panhandle wildfires
Continued from Page 1

TxDOT launches Spring anti-drunk driving campaign, targeting college students

flation, earning the answers 
of 15 percent of the voters. 
Smaller numbers of voters 
(9 percent) identified the 
need for more gun control 
and more protection for 

reproductive rights as tied 
for the third most important 
issues facing Texans.

Later in the survey, when 
Texans were asked how 
Biden had handled the 

border issue, 46 percent 
strongly disapproved of his 
handling of the issue, 15 
percent somewhat disap-
proved, 17 percent some-
what approved, and 11 

percent strongly approved.
“While Trump’s lead 

over Biden suggests the 
election will be closer than 
the last two presidential 
elections involving candi-

date Trump, it does not bode 
well for President Biden 
that Texans perceive he has 
badly mishandled the issue 
they believe to be the most 
important,” Wink said.

AUSTIN – As spring 
break approaches, TxDOT 
is teaming up with college 
students to make sure their 
celebrations don’t have cata-

strophic consequences. 
 The “Drive Sober. No 

Regrets” campaign is trav-
eling to college campuses 
and spring break hot spots 

across the state to spread the 
message that there is always 
a safe and sober way to get 
home. TxDOT is partnering 
with campus-based U in 

the Driver Seat and student 
leaders across Texas to rein-
force this message with their 
classmates. 

 “Every death due to drunk 

driving is preventable,” Tx-
DOT Executive Director 
Marc Williams said. “We 
want students to understand 
that it’s easy to celebrate 
spring break safely. By find-
ing a sober ride, taking a cab, 
using a rideshare, or simply 
staying put after drinking, 
students can make sure their 
families gather for gradua-
tion and not a funeral.”

 In 2022, there were 810 
DUI-alcohol-related traffic 
crashes during the spring 
break period, killing 44 peo-
ple and seriously injuring 90 
others. All because someone 
chose to get behind the wheel 
while impaired.

“The school district is one of the major driving forces 
behind our growth,’’ he said. “It’s second to none.’’

Looking back on his tenure, Daugherty has fond memories 
of working for the city and its residents.

“Overall, its been a pleasure to serve,’’ he said. “We’ve 
had great city councils with great people who don’t have 
their own agendas. My hope and prayer for our community 
is that we continue to encourage and love one another. We 
are different from other communities. We have a special 
place here.’’

Josh Bardwell and other East Texas firefighters and their colleagues from 
the across the state in Engine Strike Team 115 are holding the line of the 
Smokehouse Creek fire since being called up Feb. 28.

115 as they help hold a fire-line almost 107 
miles-long.

“Smith County ESD No. 2 was ordered up 
along with hundreds of firefighters from other 
departments,” Bardwell confirmed. “We’re op-
erating out of Borger, Texas, base camp. Our 
main area of operation is the western side of 
the Smokehouse Creek fire north from the 
town of Stinnett all the way over to southwest 
of Spearman.”

The team includes a brush truck from Smith 
Co. ESD-2, a brush truck and water tender from 
Austin Fire Department, plus brush trucks from 
departments in Georgetown and Beaumont. 
They were dispatched to the Panhandle two days 
after the blazes began.

“We had an immediate request through the 
TIFMAS program to get a strike team assembled 
and on the road as soon as we could the morn-
ing of the 28th to get here to the fire, which was 
actively burning.”

The strike team includes 15 personnel along 
with the equipment gathered from across the 
state: “We’ve been very fortunate that we have 
very good people who are very competent and 
doing a great job.”

 The cause of the Smokehouse Creek fire 
is still under investigation, with early reports 
focusing on a downed power line near Stinnett. 

It’s likely hundreds of homes have been 
damaged or destroyed by the five Panhandle 
wildfires. Thousands of livestock animals are 
dead, crops have been reduced to ash and of-
ficials are still working to assess the scale of the 
destruction as the wildfires keep burning. Amid 
a rash of evacuation and shelter in place orders, 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s disaster declaration covered 
60 counties.

As reported by the Texas Tribune, numbers 
from the Texas Department of Agriculture put 
more than 85 percent of the state’s cattle popula-
tion on ranches in the Panhandle, and the fallout 
for the state’s agriculture industry is expected to 
be enormous.

The other active wildfires include (as of March 
5) Grape Vine Creek Fire in Gray County, 60 
percent containing after burning almost 35,000 
acres; Windy Deuce Fire in Moore County 
(144,206 acres, 55 contained); Magenta Fire, 
Oldham County (3,297 acres, 85% contained; 
and another Hutchinson county fire, Roughneck 
(est. 300 acres, 50 percent contained).

As of Tuesday morning, Texas A&M Forest 
Service’s Current Situation status put the Smoke-
house Creek fire in excess of 1.07 million acres 
burned and about 15 percent contained eight days 
from inception.

View a map of the Panhandle fires via tinyurl.
com/SmokehouseCreek

 “We have our chunk of ground, and we know 
what’s happening to the right of us and left of us.”

Morning operations calls give insight into the 
day’s grand plan, Bardwell said, then the team 
may not see anyone else the rest of the day ex-
cept for immediate neighbors as they watch the 
fire-lines, check buildings and coordinate with 
property owners.

“The weather’s really been on our side,” 
Bardwell said. “Being that it’s a high plains 
fire, there was a lot of activity the first couple of 

days then it moderated due to the hard work of 
a lot of firefighters and the weather changing. 
We’re not running into many problems as far 
as fire escaping,” thanks to diligent monitoring. 

“It’s making good progress. We haven’t 
had any new escapes on it. Minimal to no fire 
behavior. We’ve had good weather… good 
humidity, low wind. We haven’t been in red 
flag conditions the past couple of days which 
has made things very beneficial to firefighters. 
Whatever we are finding and putting out is 
staying out right now.”

According to Texas A&M Forest Service, 
fire environment conditions will moderate 
this week, reducing the threat for new, large 
wildfires.

“Cooler temperatures and less wind will aid 
in the ongoing suppression efforts for active 
wildfires. An underlying risk for new wildfires 
will continue in the Texas Panhandle and South 
Texas until spring green-up in occurs in the 
abundance of grass vegetation found in these 
regions.”

The fire crews are glad for any form of re-
prieve, but they can’t let up.

“You can look out over the wildfire and not 
see smoke coming up, but that doesn’t mean 
we should be complacent. We’re still putting 
boots on the ground: going through every creek 
bottom, every drainage ditch, every structure, 
every place the fire could be to make sure 
there’s nothing we’ve missed.”

It requires a lot of firefighters putting a lot of 
miles on their feet and their fire engines to get 
in and get the job done.

“I suspect this will have eyes on it for quite a 
while. It did greatly impact the town of Stinnett, 
parts of Pampa, Canadian… the State of Texas 
is here making sure these folks don’t have to go 
through that again, if at all possible.”

 While the immediate task is to help the 
people on the ground in the Panhandle, in a 
wildfire situation Bardwell’s mind always goes 
back to home and how lessons learned in the 
field can help locals in Gregg County, Upshur 
and Smith.

The key theme out of this experience: Make 
your home defensible against fire – now, not 
later.

“Unlike a lot of places in the country, the State 
of Texas can potentially have a year-round fire 
season. Just because this large fire occurred now, 
doesn’t necessarily mean it’ll be worse or easier. 
We can’t predict what the fire season’s going to 
be just yet.”

Vegetation’s been thriving from healthy rains, 
he said, and homeowners need to be aware if that 
growth is encroaching on their home, i.e. fuel for 
a fire, up close and personal.

“Take those precautions now to clean up 
around your houses, create a defensible space 
that allows firefighters to protect the structure in 
the event of a wildlife,” he said. “Make the house 
more resilient and able to withstand a wildfire in 
the event one occurs

“A lot of the structures and homes we’ve seen 
that have burned here had dry vegetation really 
close to it or there was a way for embers to get 
under the homes, into the eaves… It’s impera-
tive that the public does what they can do to try 
and harden their homes to reduce the chance of 
a wildfire causing damage.”
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