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It didn’t take long into the new year for winter’s 
fury to arrive as East Texans shivered through some 
serious, bone-chilling temperatures beginning early 
Monday (Jan. 15).

Winter storm watches and warnings accompanied the 
icy weather with accumulations ranging to just under 
an inch in most places.

Temperatures dropped into the lower teens late Mon-
day and early Tuesday, keeping roads and highways 
slick from the ice accumulation.

Some snow fl urries arrived Monday afternoon across 
Smith County, but no heavy snowfall was reported.

Thanks to some sunshine late Tuesday, roads began 
to thaw. But the moisture that remained froze again 
overnight leaving some slick areas on heavily used 
roadways and rural areas.

By Wednesday, temperatures rose above freezing, 
melting the remaining ice.

Highs reached the mid-50s later in the week.
Utility companies reported power outages beginning 

early Monday morning with Smith County showing 
more than 2,300 customers affected. Cherokee County 
had more than 1,200 outages, Henderson 900 and Van 
Zandt 360.

Lindale ISD closed schools on Tuesday and reopened 
two hours later on Wednesday, while non-emergency 
Smith County offi ces were closed on Tuesday with most 
reopened by Wednesday, said County Public Informa-
tion Offi cer Casey Murphy.

She reported there were several major vehicle 
accidents in the county on Tuesday.

Any closings or delays, unless specifi cally stated, 
do not close essential, emergency, residential and 
detention operations.

The County Judge and/or Commissioners Court 
has the authority to close general governmental 
operations due to emergency conditions, including 
inclement weather conditions that cause a serious 
hazard for employees such as road conditions due 
to fl ooding, ice or snow, Murphy said.

The commissioners court’s regular meeting on 
Tuesday was postponed until Friday (Jan. 19) and 
the Lindale City Council’s regular Tuesday meeting 
was cancelled.

Texas Department of Transportation spokesman 
Jeff Williford said work crews worked around 
the clock beginning early Monday and through 
Wednesday clearing and treating roadways.

Preparation for the storm actually began on Fri-
day (Jan. 12) with crews applying a brine solution 
sprayed on the roadways.

After temperatures dropped, Williford said crews 
switched to a granular-based material, combined 
with sand, salt and crushed limestone.

The brine solution helped to keep the moisture 
from sticking to the roads, and the granular material 
provided better traction, he said.

Cold start to new year as freezing 
temperatures, ice hit East Texas

East Texas streets and roadways received a coating of ice as winter arrived in a chilly fashion 
this past week.
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County man stabbed, suspect
charged with murder Sunday
Noe Luna, 43, of Tyler was fatally stabbed Sunday (Jan. 21) at his 

residence in the 400 block of County Road 34 near Tyler and a suspect 
has been arrested and charged with murder, said Smith County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce spokesman Larry Christian.

Letierus Lynn Drew, 23, was arrested in con-
nection with the stabbing, Christian said, and 
is jail on a $500,000 bond.

Sheriff’s deputies arrived at the scene after 
receiving a 911 call at the residence, only to 
discover the victim had been taken to a local 
hospital’s emergency room by family members.

Deputies were able to call the suspect out of 
the residence without incident, Christian said.

Witnesses said Drew was not welcome inside 
the residence, but he allegedly forced his way 
in getting into a physical altercation with Luna.  

Drew allegedly pulled out a knife and stabbed Luna in the chest.  
Luna immediately fell to the fl oor and was unresponsive to family 

members.  
County Investigators and the Crime Scene Unit responded to both the 

residence on County Road 34 and to the hospital.  Luna died at 7:40 pm.  
Smith County Pct. 1 JP Judge Derrick Choice responded to the scene 
for the inquest and ordered the body taken to Forensic Medical in Tyler 
for an autopsy.    

The Honorable 114th State District Judge Austin Reeve Jackson issued 
a warrant for the arrest of Drew for murder.  

Sailor’s surprise for nephew
Henry Parmley, a pupil at College Street Elementary, was 
surprised recently by a visit from his uncle, Reymon Cum-
mings Jr., whom Henry hasn’t seen in more than a year. 
Cummings is serving on the USS Ronald Reagan and is sta-
tioned at Yokosuka Naval Base in Japan.      Courtesy photo

Smith County Commissioners 
addressed election issues as well 
as a review of the policy con-
cerning the public participation 

portion of each 
meeting during 
a rescheduled 
s e s s i o n  t h i s 
past Friday in 
t h e  c o m m i s -
sioner’s court-
room.

T h e  m e e t -
ing, originally 

scheduled at its regular time on 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, had to be re-
scheduled due to the icy weather 
which hit East Texas the previ-
ous weekend.

Judge reviews rules concerning public participation during meetings
County Judge Neil Franklin 

began the meeting with a review 
of the rules involving the public 
participation portion of each 
meeting, held prior to the listed 
agenda items.

“We not up here against the 
public, we want to hear from you 
but we have to follow the rules,’’ 
Franklin said.

Each member of the public is 
limited to a maximum of three 
minutes to cover the agenda item 
or items they want to discuss, 
he said. The maximum time al-
lotted for public comment is 30 
minutes during the meeting.

“(Members of the public) 
shall conduct themselves with 

proper respect and proper at-
tire is required and anyone not 
abiding by these guidelines will 
be asked to leave the meeting,’’ 
Franklin said.

Continued violations of the 
rules could result in contempt 
of court citation, Franklin said.

Franklin cited recent examples 
of improper behavior during the 
public participation time includ-
ing yelling at the judge or court, 
calling court members by their 
first name and disruptions from 
the audience area.

“The court is not a forum to 
demean a group or individual 
and any profane or threatening, 
insulting directed to the court 

will not be tolerated,’’ he said.
Continued violations of these 

rules, Franklin said, would result 
in the speaker losing the rest of 
their allotted time, removal from 
the courtroom, a contempt cita-
tion or other civil or criminal 
citations.

“It’s my job to make the deci-
sion while someone is speaking 
if it is on the agenda,’’ Franklin 
said. “Most of the time if I inter-
rupt it is to steer them back on 
track so they can stay.’’

Franklin noted that the current 
rules in regard to the public par-
ticipation were unanimously ap-
proved in 2021 when Nathaniel 
Moran was county judge. 

“Two separate courts have 
voted on this and I feel this is 
the best way to handle business,’’ 
Franklin said. 

In other action, commission-
ers:
● Ratified the lease agree-

ment between the county and the 
Texas House of Representatives, 
Committee on House Adminis-
tration on behalf of State Rep. 
Matt Schaefer concerning his 
office in the county courthouse.
● Approved facility use agree-

ments for 38 polling places for 
2024 elections;
● Received notice of the Joint 

Primary Election for March 5, 
2024.

FRANKLIN
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Opinion/Commentary THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 
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By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

THE ECONOMIST
New population estimates have been 

released, and once again Texas gained far 
more residents than any other state. The US 
population increased by a little more than 
1.6 million people during the 12 months 
ending in July 2023. That’s a rise of just 

0.5%, but it’s better 
than the 0.4% increase 
in 2022 or 2021’s 0.2% 
gain. Migration was up, 
and there was a drop 
in deaths (though they 
remain well above pre-
COVID levels). 

About 87% of the in-
crease was concentrated 
in the South. More than 

706,000 people were added to the region 
due to net domestic migration, with almost 
500,000 from net international migration.  

The increase in Texas was 473,453 (about 
1,300 people per day), followed by Florida 
(up 365,205). South Carolina and Florida 
were the two fastest-growing states in per-
centage terms, increasing by 1.7% and 1.6%, 
respectively. The Texas pace was just slightly 
under 1.6%. 

Eight states saw their population fall in 
2023 including California (-75,423), Ha-
waii (-4,261), Illinois (-32,826), Louisiana 
(-14,274), New York (-101,984), Oregon 
(-6,021), Pennsylvania (-10,408), and West 
Virginia (-3,964). Many of these states have 
lost residents annually since 2020, though 
the declines have slowed. 

More states experienced population 
growth in 2023 than in any year since the 
start of the pandemic (42 plus the District of 
Columbia). In 2022, Texas, Florida, North 

People and Places ...
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...Larry King called me “Sugar”
Close encounters are a result of experiences ‘alien’ to our 

everyday lives. I can’t claim to have had one with ET or har-
monic chord playing aliens from outer space. But I have had 
my fair share with celebrities as a result of being Mrs. Jim 
Bardwell. I was reminded of one of my favorites a couple of 
days ago when iconic talk show host Larry King passed away 
from COVID complications.

It was 1990 and Walt Disney World’s MGM Studio had 
closed to the public for premier celebrations of “Dick Tracy” 
starring Warren Beatty, Dustin Hoffman, Al Pacino and Ma-
donna. And my talented hubby was on the press list, with his 
handy dandy sweetie sidekick in tow. Buffet lines were every-
where...so were hospitality ‘watering holes’ catering to the less 
disciplined among the thirsty press corps.

We had been gifted with dashing Dick Tracy fedoras. The 
streets of the MGM Studio theme park were fi lled with press, 
celebs, food and drink. As I went through the buffet line that 
looked like an upscale foodie dream, I realized I had forgot-
ten my fork. I turned back to see Larry King behind me. “Mr. 
King, could you please pass me a fork?” And the legendary 
interviewer growled with a grin, “Sure, Sugar, here ya go.”

... Larry King called me ‘Sugar’
After eating elbow to elbow with Mr. King, maybe near is 

more accurate, this starstruck country kid with camera in tow, 
was shown to a cordoned area for photographers when the pre-
mier parade began. At that time of my life, I was a high school 
journalism teacher, as well as hubby’s designated photographer. 
So I defi nitely had stars in my eyes, BIG ones. I was in a photo 
pen with guys from the Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun, Orlando 
Sentinel, New York Times and on and on. Me with my afford-
able camera, them with equipment costing thousands.

I can’t remember who all the celebs were in the parade 
because Disney Pixie Power pulled as much as it could from 
the MGM stable of stars. But one of the ‘less notable’ celebri-
ties was Morey Amsterdam whose claim to fame came with 
the ’60s TV hit “The Dick Van Dyke Show”. Amsterdam was 
very elderly, and obviously very excited to be there waving 
excitedly at the crowd.

The very drunk Chicago photographer next to me began to 
shout “Morey, you’re dead. You just don’t know it. Go home.” 
And that is when I lost my feeling of professional intimidation. 
I lost my reticence. I lost my temper and I laid into that drunk 
hotshot photographer as if I were HIS high school journalism 
teacher.

And, you know what happened? All the press photogs around 
me cheered. You know why? I stood up to a bully. They also had 
my back. I don’t know where the shouter went but he stumbled 
away. When my hubby and I reconnected I could not wait to 
tell him my story. Of course it may have gotten a little shinier. 
After all it was the night Larry King called me “Sugar”, Dustin 
Hoffman waved for my camera (my opinion here) and I stood 
up to a hot shot national press corps guy.

Jim Bardwell wasn’t surprised at all. (I don’t know what that 
says, but I think he was proud of me.)

So, Mr. King, thanks for the fork, and the memory. Chicago 
hot shot, I hope you learned to be kinder. And Sweetheart 
thanks for opening the world to your church camp, country girl 
sweetheart. As soon as it’s safe, it is time for another adventure. 
Sugar can’t wait.

Carolina, and Georgia accounted for 93% of 
the nation’s population growth. Even with 
more states experiencing increases, those 
four still comprised 67% of the 2023 US gain. 
Amazingly, almost 30% of the expansion in 
the entire country occurred in Texas.

A key reason for the continued growth in 
Texas is the dynamic and diverse economy 
and the resulting job opportunities. The state 
has achieved more major corporate locations 
and expansions than any other every year for 
more than a decade, and we are seeing growth 
in both long-time core industries and rapidly 
emerging sectors. The infl ux of workers from 
elsewhere, in turn, enables more robust eco-
nomic expansion. 

In addition, many of the states that people 
are exiting exhibit much higher living costs 
and taxes. Nerd Wallet’s analysis indicates 
that a $50,000 salary in Dallas is equivalent 
to almost $74,000 in Los Angeles or $118,000 
in Manhattan. 

The flip side of the Lone Star State’s 
continued rapid population growth is that it 
requires signifi cant and ongoing investments 
in education and infrastructure to avoid erod-
ing our quality of life and to assure that the 
economic engine is sustainable. From reliable 
power generation and the grid to roadways to 
broadband to public schools, it is imperative 
that appropriate enhancements are imple-
mented lest we face major issues down the 
road. Fortunately, a healthy economy also 
provides the needed resources to fund these 
essential items. Stay safe! 

_______________________________
Dr. M. Ray Perryman is President and Chief Executive 

Offi cer of The Perryman Group (www.perrymangroup.
com), which has served the needs of over 3,000 clients 

over the past four decades.
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DOJ report on 
response to Uvalde 
shooting scathing
The U.S. Justice Depart-

ment issued a scathing re-
port late last week on the 
May 4, 2022, mass shooting 
at Robb Elementary School 
in Uvalde, the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman reported.

Attorney General Merrick 
Garland said at a news con-
ference in Uvalde that offi -
cials’ response that day and 
afterward “was a failure that 
should not have happened.”

The Just ice  Depar t -
ment’s nearly 500-page 
report noted that it took 77 
minutes before the shooter 
was killed, and that offi cials 
made the mistake of at-
tempting to negotiate with 
the killer in the classroom 
where victims were trapped.

“This was the most signif-
icant failure,” Garland said. 
“That failure meant that law 
enforcement officials pri-
oritized a protracted evacua-
tion of students and teachers 
in other classrooms, instead 
of immediately rescuing the 
victims trapped with the ac-
tive shooter.”

The Uvalde victims’ fami-
lies were fi rst provided cop-
ies of the report ahead of its 
offi cial release.

Medical board 
petitioned to issue 
abortion guidelines

Two Austin attorneys are 
asking the Texas Medical 
Board to issue guidelines on 
abortion laws to clarify the 
medical exceptions allowed 
under the state’s near total 
ban, the Statesman reported. 
Steve and Amy Bresnen, 
who are married, asked 
the board to devise rules to 
“ensure critical care to preg-
nant females and implement 
medical emergency excep-
tions to laws that otherwise 
punish those who perform 
abortions.”

The medical board has 60 
days to either initiate a rule 
making process or deny the 

request.
The Texas Supreme Court 

made a similar request in 
December after rejecting 
the bid of a Dallas mother 
with a fatal fetal diagnosis 
to have an abortion in Texas. 
Kate Cox ultimately traveled 
to New Mexico to have the 
pregnancy terminated.

5th circuit throws 
out book ban

C i t i n g  f r e e  s p e e c h 
grounds, the conservative 
5th Circuit Court of Appeals 
has halted a Texas law that 
bans school library books 
deemed “sexually explicit,” 
The Dallas Morning News 
reported. Two Texas book-
stores and national trade 
groups representing book-
sellers, authors and pub-
lishers had fi led the suit to 
challenge a law passed in the 
last legislative session.

The law was to take ef-
fect Jan. 1, but a lower court 
blocked its implementation. 
It was unclear whether the 
state would appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

Texas leads the nation in 
book bans, according to The 
News. Approximately 800 
books were removed from 
Texas school libraries from 
July 2021 to June 2022. The 
ruling let stand a portion of 
the new law that requires the 
State Board of Education to 
approve standards for Texas 
school libraries to follow, 
which it has done. However, 
without the ratings required 
by the new law, the statute 
will not operate as originally 
intended.

Agency won’t fi ght 
whistleblower suit
Texas Attorney General 

Ken Paxton announced last 
week his agency will no 

longer fi ght a whistleblower 
suit fi led by four former top 
attorneys who were fi red in 
2020 after accusing their 
boss of corruption, The 
News reported. Previously 
the Texas Supreme Court 
ruled that Paxton and his 
aides must testify under 
oath about what led to the 
fi rings. Paxton announced 
he will accept a trial court 
judge’s fi nal ruling on the 
lawsuit.

Paxton again criticized 
the whistleblowers, whom 
he previously referred to as 
“rogue employees.”

“I will not allow my of-
fi ce to be distracted by these 
disgruntled former employ-
ees and their self-serving 
sideshow,” he said.

The four former employ-
ees and their legal team are 
evaluating their next steps 
in the case. A settlement 
was reached last year for 
$3.3 million but the Leg-
islature refused to fund 
it, sparking the embattled 
attorney general’s impeach-
ment in the House and 
acquittal in the Senate. Joe 
Knight, one of the attor-
neys for the plaintiffs, said 
Paxton’s argument against 
the validity of the case has 
already been rejected by 
four previous courts.

Meanwhile, Paxton paid 
the attorneys who success-
fully defended him in the 
Senate impeachment trial 
$2.3 million, the Texas Tri-
bune reported. The money 
came out of his campaign 
funds, which is legal under 
state law. The trial centered 
on allegations from the 
whistleblowers that Paxton 
abused his office to help 
a major donor, Nate Paul, 
who has since been indicted 
on loan fraud charges.
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It seems that those very bright folks down at Texas A&M 
University are working to make life a little less, shall we 
say, odiferous.

Scientists in the A&M Department of Entomology were 
recently awarded a three-year, $600,000 grant from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture to solve one of the smelly 
byproducts of so many cows in the state. Yes, we are talking 
about cow patties.

Being such a big place Texas naturally has a lot of feed lots 
and dairy farms where this manure is washed out of barns 
and winds up in lagoons, emitting a strong ammonia odor 
as well as methane and other harmful gases. 

Which brings us to our Aggie friends and how they are 
working to stem this stench.

Seems as though there’s a little 
known fly called the black soldier 
fl y which when in the larva stage, 
can consume great quantities of cow 
manure. The byproduct is something 
resembling coff ee grounds, which then can be use 
as fertilizer. And those engorged larvae can then be turned 
into animal feed.

The adult black solider fl y resembles a wasp but one that 
doesn’t bite because it doesn’t have a mouth, which means 
it can’t eat as well.

But in larvae form, those little buggers eat virtually any 
type of organic material and they’ve been used around the 
world for break down food waste.

Our Aggies are working on this project with researchers 
from Mississippi State University to see is these black soldier 
fl y larvae can do their thing with cow manure.

Texas is third in dairy production in the 
U.S., according to Texas Farm Bureau num-
bers, which includes more than 630,000 milk 

cows producing lots and lots of manure each 
day.

Obviously, there’s a great need for 
any help this little black fl y’s larvae 
can provide.
All of this reminded me of a family trip 

we made to Colorado many years ago.
The destination was the mountain re-

treat in the Roosevelt National Forest owned 
by my wife’s aunt and uncle. They would 
leave Chicago in late spring and spend the 
summer months in the blissful surroundings 

of northern Colorado.
Before loading up the SUV, we charted a northern course, 

straight through Oklahoma before veering west through 
Kansas and eventually to Colorado.

Driving straight through Oklahoma is advised for anyone 
planning a road trip in that direction. Not much to see, other 
than lots and lots of red dirt.

Kansas, on the other hand, is just diff erent enough from 
Oklahoma to pique one’s interest. Plenty of sunfl owers adorn 
the roadside.

So the plan was to stay one night in Dodge City, fi ctious 
home of Matt Dillion, Miss Kitty, Doc Adams and the rest of 
the Gunsmoke bunch. In reality, Dodge City has long been 
known as a city steeped in Old West history, especially as it 
relates to cattle drives.

And speaking of cattle…..
It didn’t seem necessary before leaving home to make a 

reservation in Dodge City because, well, it wasn’t exactly a 
going concern and we just wanted to stay for one night. But 
it turned out there was a big ol’ rodeo in town that day. Not 
room at any of the inns.

The helpful guy at the desk pointed to the west and said 
something about rooms available down the road. We trundled 
back in the SUV and headed for the most misnamed place 
on the planet.

Garden City.
Before we actually arrived in the city limits, we were hit 

with the most repulsive odor any of us had ever experienced. 
Even my wife, living with three males, couldn’t compare it 
to anything in her past.

“It’’ was the emanations from acres of feed lots along the 
highway just outside “Garden’’ City. “It’’ was so intense our 
eyes were beginning to water.

To this day, I don’t know how those fi ne folks in “Garden’’ 
City, Kan., have managed to carry on each day.

Perhaps they can benefi t from the studies of a bunch of 
Aggies in Texas and import some black soldier fl ies.

It certainly couldn’t hurt.

and dairy farms where this manure is washed out of barns 
and winds up in lagoons, emitting a strong ammonia odor 
as well as methane and other harmful gases. 
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The adult black solider fl y resembles a wasp but one that 
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Have you ever been some-
where and you get the feelin’ 
somebody’s watchin’ you?  

That happened to me the 
other day.  

I was in a store lookin’ 
at some stuff on an aisle 
when I got that very feelin’.  
I slowly looked down the 
aisle, and there was a man 
standin’ at the end and he 
looked like he was lookin’ 
at me.  

I slowly turned the other 
way to see if maybe he 
was lookin’ at something 
or somebody past me, but 
there was no one there.  I 
turned back, and I could see 
his eyes narrow, and the skin 
between his eyes bunch up.  
This is usually not a good 
sign.  

Then he started walkin’ 
toward me.  He looked to 
be about my age, but I didn’t 
recognize him.  I went back 
to lookin’ at some stuff 
on the shelf.  Finally, he 
reached me.

“You Rusty Mitchum?” 
he asked.

“Depends,” I replied.
“On what?”
“Do I owe you money?”
“Uh..no,” he answered.
“Do you have a wife 

named Consuela?”
“No,” he repeated.
“OK,” I said.  “Then 

I’m Rusty Mitchum,” and 
I smiled and stuck out my 
hand.”

He reluctantly took my 
hand and shook it with a 

dead fi sh grip.  He never of-
fered his name.  Instead he 
jumped right into what was 
on his mind.

“My wife thinks you’re 
funny,” he said.

“My wife thinks I’m an 
idiot,” I replied.

“But you’re not fooling 
me,” he said.

“I beg your pardon?” 
“I can see right through 

you, mister,” he said, but 
wasn’t smilin’.

I put my hand behind my 
back.  

“OK,” I said.  “How many 
fi ngers am I holdin’ up?”

“What?”
“If you can see through 

me, tell me how many fi n-
gers I’m holdin’ up.”

He looked at me like I 
was crazy.  

“No,” he said, “I mean I 
know what you are.”  

I just looked at him.  I 
didn’t say anything.  Finally, 
he broke the silence.

“You’re a narcissist,” he 
said, and smiled a little evil 
smile.

“No,” I replied.  “I’m a 
Baptist.”

“No,” he sighed.
“Yeah, I’m pretty sure 

I am.” I said.  “At least 
that’s what the preacher told 

me after he nearly drowned 
me.  I used to be a Method-
ist.  Been sprinkled and 
dunked.  Might make my 
chances better if you know 
what I mean.”

“No,” he said.
“Well, maybe not.  You 

know, I think I may have a 
little Methodist still in me.  
Every time I hear music, the 
bottom half of me will try to 
start dancin’.”

I wish you could have 
seen the look on this guy’s 
face.  His mouth was hangin’ 
open and he had a confused 
look on his face.

“No, a narcissist,” he re-
peated.  “You think the 
world revolves around you.”

“I thought that was an 
astrologist.” I said.

The guy’s jawbone started 
clinchin’ together.

“You’re an egomaniac,” 
he growled.

“I like ‘em, but I’m not a 
maniac about ‘em.”

“What?  What are you 
talkin’ about?”

“Eggos.  I mean they’re 
good and all, but a waffl  e in 
a toaster?  Come on.”

“Not Eggos.  Ego!  You’re 
an egomaniac.  Everything 
you write about is about 
you.”

“It’s my column,” I said.  
“I write about stuff  I think 
is funny.”

“Well, you’re not funny,” 
he said, and fi nally smiled.

About that time a lady 
walked up.  A really pretty 
lady, I might add.  “Excuse 
me,” she said.  

“Yes ma’am,” I said.
“Are you Rusty Mit-

chum?”
“Why yes ma’am, I am,” 

I said.
She grabbed my wrist 

with one hand and start-
ed rubbin’ the back of my 
hand with her other.  “Oh, 
I just love your column.  
You are the funniest thing.”  
Then she looked at the man.  
“Don’t you think he’s the 
funniest thing?”  

I smiled at him.  A vein the 
size of a corny dog popped 
out of his forehead and I 
thought for sure his head 
was goin’ to explode.”  

“Keep up the good work,” 
she said, and then she 
traipsed off .

He looked at me for a 
while longer, and then 
turned and started to stomp 
off .  

“Tell your wife I said 
hey,” I said.  He stopped and 
turned back around.

“Your wife is right,” he 
said.  “You are an idiot,” and 
he turned back and left.

I smiled and thought to 
myself, “You know what 
would be good to eat, Rusty?  
Eggos.” 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column comes from the ar-
chives of the Lindale News and Times, which is available 
online for $2.99 per month. Call 903-882-8880 to set up 
your online subscription.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, Jan. 26, 2023

 Lindale residents once again showed their compassion 
and heart by welcoming home Hannah Evans, a teenager 
who was seriously injured in a skiing accident in March 
in Colorado.

Hundreds gathered on Highway 69 to greet Hannah 
and her family as they made their way to downtown on 
Wednesday, July 19.

Evans, who has lost the use of her legs because of the 
accident, has undergone several surgeries and rehab since 
the accident.

Fundraisers to help benefi t the Evans family ranged 
from raffl  ing off  their Taylor Swift tickets to raising 
$83,000 through the “Cheering for Hannah Bingo Night.” 

Hannah’s parents and friends were by her side in Colo-
rado as she went from the intensive care unit, through her 
surgeries and undergoing therapy.

Ranked in the top 10 of her 2023 class at Lindale High 
School, she managed to complete her high school educa-
tion while in the hospital.

FIVE YEARS AGO, Jan. 24, 2019
Lindale City Council members approved emergency 

funds to install a new pump for water well No. 6, located 
on County Road 475 near Boaz Lane during their regular 
meeting at city hall.

The pump was last repaired in 2014, but due to the pres-
ence of shaft vibration and bearing issues, the water pump 
had reached a compromised state. City Water Department 
Manager Charles Gilbert presented the bid to the council 
for approval to have the new pump installed.

10 YEARS AGO, Jan. 23, 2014
Lindale High School’s Lady Eagles defeated District 

16-4A rival Whitehouse, 55-37, in the LHS gym.
Natasha Malone led the way in the scorebook for the 

Lady Eagles with 14 points, followed by Makayla Hall 
with 12, Jade Mauldin with seven and Heather Gilbert 
with six.

The Lady Wildcats built an 11-10 lead after one quarter, 
but the Lady Eagles reeled off  21 points in the second 
period to take a 31-25 lead at the half.

Lindale outscored Whitehouse, 12-8 in the third period 
before closing out the game with a 12-7 advantage in the 
fourth period.

By Smith County Extension Offi ce
Some people assume the term “plant-

based” is another way to describe 
vegetarian or vegan eating. 

In reality, a broad spectrum of plant-
based eating exists, and there’s no one 
way to do it. If you’re looking for tips 
to increase the amount of fruits and 
vegetables you eat—and maybe even 
foray into your own version of plant-
based eating—use the below guide to 
understand what plant-based can mean, 
what its benefi ts are, and how you can 
implement this eating style.

Shifting to a more plant-based diet 
can be great for your health, but it’s 
not necessary to follow an entirely 
vegetarian way of eating to glean these 
benefi ts. Including more plant-based 
foods in an omnivorous diet can be 
done. Use the “Rule of Three” to make 
meals and snacks more palatable. 

Maybe beans and vegetables haven’t 
sounded too appealing lately. That’s 
OK — it’s probably time to reinvent 

your favorite (or new) plant foods by 
enhancing their fl avors. 

Try adding spicy seasonings, garlic, 
extra-virgin olive oil, lime juice, or 
chopped herbs like cilantro and thyme. 
For extra fl air, get creative by sautéing, 
baking, roasting, or boiling produce 
and adding spices like cinnamon, 
cumin, paprika, or red pepper fl akes. 

It may take some time and a little 
culinary exploration, but there are 
endless ways to enjoy more plant 
foods.

If removing certain animal-based 
foods isn’t appealing to you, consider 
an alternative approach: Add plant-
based foods fi rst, without completely 
subtracting animal-based foods. For 
example, if your breakfast is typi-
cally eggs and toast, try adding sautéed 
spinach or a piece of fruit. If lunch is 
a chicken sandwich, add a leafy green 
salad.

Getting into a new food groove can 
take time — so don’t be discouraged if 

it doesn’t happen overnight.
Maybe a meatless Monday meal 

isn’t happening next week, but despite 
the benefi ts of following a primarily 
plant-based diet, it’s not necessarily 
the most practical (or desired) choice 
for everyone. 

Luckily, when it comes to making 
healthy changes, there’s mushroom for 
improvement.

We all start at diff erent places, and 
even small, incremental steps toward 
incorporating more plant-based foods 
in your daily eating pattern can lead 
to a positive diff erence and enduring 
health effects in the not-so-distant 
future.

For more information about Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Programs, 
contact Smith County Extension Offi  ce 
at 903-590-2980 or email smith-tx@
tamu.edu.; website:  smith.agrilife.org 
or  Like our Facebook page: Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service Smith 
County.

Simple guide to plant-based eating
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
The Church of Garden Valley - 

Lindale Campus 
307 Eagle Spirit Dr  - 903-882-9150

Pastor Jacob Chaffi n

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist Church

793 CR 313W Tyler TX 75706
903-597-6131

Pastor Stephen Nipp
Bethel Baptist Church

FM 16 West, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8275

Bible Baptist Church
16173 CR 431, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-1454
Carmel Baptist Church
10969 CR 481, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3852
James Cheatham

Central Baptist Church
13745 FM 16 East, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3179
Byron Howard

Damascus Baptist Church
17052 CR 4105 Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3392
Bennie Portwood

Dover Baptist Church
21166 FM Road 1995, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-5106
Duck Creek Baptist Church

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9558

East Foothills Missionary
Baptist Church

810 E South St, Lindale, TX 75771
903-497-4674

Pastor Craig Kearby 
Fairview Baptist Church

Van Highway, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9500

First Baptist Church
Hwy 69 (in Swan) Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-6432
First Baptist Church of Lindale

110E Hubbard St. Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3396

Tom Buck
Foundation Baptist Church

715 S Main St. Lindale 75771
903-881-9490

Garden Valley Baptist Church
17816 CR 442, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7671
Greater Hopewell Baptist Church

10480 CR 492 • Tyler, TX 75706
903-882-4726

Hopewell Baptist Church
11804 CR 494, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-5381

Hopewell Valley Baptist,
Church No 1
CR 429 • Van, TX

903-882-5136
Mt. Sylvan Baptist Church

13073 Hwy 110 N • Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3890
Bruce Rudd

New Harmony Baptist Church
10251 FM 724, Tyler, TX 75704

903-593-5811
Red Springs Baptist Church

Red Springs, TX
903-858-2365

St Mary Baptist Church
12050 CR 452,, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8066
Thompson Hill Baptist Church

14657 CR, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0849

Walnut Springs Baptist Church
211 Walnut Springs,, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7858
Wood Trails Baptist Church

11804 CR 494,
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-5381

CATHOLIC
Holy Family Catholic Church

16314 FM 849,
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-4079
Rev. David Bailey, Pastor

St. Joseph the Worker
Tridentine Latin Mass

5075 FM 14, Tyler, 75712
903-593- 5055

Rev. Joseph Valentine, FSSP

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ – Lindale

211 W. Hubbard,Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6455

Church of Christ – South Main
2425 S Main St,

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8933

Church of Christ – Swan 
County

Road 471, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8009

EPISCOPAL
St Luke’s Episcopal Church

16292 FM 849
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8118
Rev. John Carr

LUTHERAN
First Century

Christian Fellowship
10119 Gina Rd., Lindale, TX 75771

Dr. Lawrence Zillmer

METHODIST
ChristPoint Methodist

 Church
402 W Hubbard St • Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8506
Michael Peschke

Harris Chapel Southern
Methodist Church

17069 CR 452 Lindale TX
903.253.3175

John Roach, Pastor
Mt Sylvan United Methodist 

Church
Mt. Sylvan • 903-882-5479
Swan-Wood Springs 

Methodist Church
Hwy 69, Tyler, TX 75706

903-882-6382

NON DENOMINATIONAL
Clearview Church

13933 Hwy 110 N 
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8949
Community Christian Fellowship

15704 Hwy 110 N Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8501
David Hickey

Cross Brand Cowboy Church
11915 FM 2015, Tyler, Texas 75708

903-535-9155

Crossroads Community Church
20465 US Highway 69 North

Lindale TX 75771-4206
903-881-9844

Tim Letsch
Bethesda Church

2401 S Main St
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7597
Steven & Camilla Charles

Friendship CME Church
20428 CR 482

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7269

Garden Valley Bible Church
17117 FM 1253

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9665

Grace Community Church
15567 Wood Springs Rd

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3323

Hide-A-Way Lake 
Community Church

1115 Lake Cross Rd
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-6966
Life of Glory Church

14623 CR 463
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7997
Ed & Becky Colville

Life Source Community Church
1601 S. Main, Lindale

Pastor John Offutt
Lone Star Cowboy Church

23425 FM 1995
Lindale TX 75771

615-480-0289
Jayc Harold

River’s Edge Church
18492 Hwy 69 North,

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0555 • Phil Brown

Trinity Fellowship Church
Shady Lane Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3885 • Ben Steen

PRESBYTERIAN
Bethesda Community Church

FM2710 • Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3861 • Dr. Everitt Nix

PENTECOSTAL-CHARISMATIC
Rose Heights Church

12465 FM 16, Lindale, Texas 75771
903-881-5260

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
Pentecostals of Lindale

18475 FM 1804
Lindale, TX 75771

713-254-3598

Proudly Serving 
Our Lindale Neighbors

Coburn Supply Company 

COBURNS.COM 

2700B South Main Street // Lindale, TX 75771

Monday - Friday: 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

(430) 260-5006

Your ad can run here next week!Your ad can run here next week!
$15 per week with a $15 per week with a 

13-week commitment up front13-week commitment up front
Option to renew monthly after the initial buy-in.Option to renew monthly after the initial buy-in.

Size of ad is a  (3.25 x 2.5 inches).Size of ad is a  (3.25 x 2.5 inches).
$195 for three months of weekly ads.$195 for three months of weekly ads.

Call Darla Strickland Today!Call Darla Strickland Today!
903.882.8880903.882.8880

classifi eds@lindalenews-times.comclassifi eds@lindalenews-times.com

Parrott Faith Properties
Fruitdale Townhomes 

2 Vacancies
$200 OFF MOVE IN SPECIAL 

Remodeled open fl oor plans
Aff ordably priced

903-882-5181

LETTER TO THE EDITORLETTER TO THE EDITOR

Peggy Mallory
With sadness we 

announce the pass-
ing of Peggy Mal-
lory, age 92, as she 
passed away Tues-
day, Jan. 9, 2024 at 
Van Health Care, as 
East Texas Hospice 

took very good care of her.
She was born July 26, 1931 in Lindale.

A visitation was held at 1:00 P.M. 
and the funeral service was held at 2 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 19, 2024 at Caudle-
Rutledge-Daugherty Funeral Home.

She has been a lifelong resident of 
Lindale and a member of the First 
United Methodist Church in Lindale.

Peggy and her beloved husband Eric 
briefl y lived in College Station while 
he attended Texas A&M University. 
She enjoyed fashion, shopping, eating 

out, going on vacations, and baking 
wonderful calorie rich desserts. Peggy 
was a teacher’s aide for Lindale ISD 
for over 20 years.

She is preceded in death by parents, 
Vernon Glenn and Velma Eula (Land) 
Staples; husband, Eric Mallory in 2004; 
and sister, Glenda Staples. She is sur-
vived by son; Eric Glenn Mallory of 
Lindale; along with cousins and various 
family members.

Questions prior to next 
election

Dear Editor,
Before the next election, we need to 

ask these questions:
Do we really want open borders? 
Do we really want continued infl a-

tion due to high gasoline prices because 

oil reserves and coal are closed down? 
Do we want to continue to purge the 

federal government and punish anyone 
who don’t agree with it?

Do we still want elections controlled 
by the federal government?

Do we want to continue to spend 
billions of dollars in foreign aid to 

countries that hate Israel and us?
This is not the America I know or 

want. Too much is at stake for voters 
to allow our government to have such 
power.  Let’s all rethink this and change 
our leadership. 

Edmund Kaup
Lindale 

This year’s offi  cers for the Friends 
of the Lillie Russell Memorial Library 
have been chosen, publicity officials 
announced.

Tyanne Fabian is the 2024 president 
and Sharon Ratliff  is the vice president.

Mary Lu French is treasurer, Elizabeth 
Landers is recording secretary and Katie 

Brohard is the corresponding secretary.
The Friends will continue to hold their 

regular library activities including the an-
nual Event Sponsorship and Membership 
drive in January; book sales in May and 
October, Ladies Game Day on Aug. 5 and 
the Holiday Basket Sale in November.

The book sale room at the library is 

open during regular hours, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., Tuesday-Thursday and 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Friday and Saturday.

New books are added on a regular 
basis.

The Friends welcome new members 
and they meet the second Sunday of each 
month at 2 p.m.

Friends of Lillie Russell library announces offi cers
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Lindale Police Department call logs for 
Jan. 12-18

FRIDAY, JAN. 12: Traffi  c Hazard, 1100 block Carol 
Drive, Settled at Scene; Criminal Trespass, 100 block East 
Centennial, Warning Issued; Assist EMS, 400 block Baker 
Street, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 100 block East 
Centennial, Settled at Scene; Assist Another Agency, 200 
block Miranda Lambert Way, Settled at Scene; Suspicious 
Circumstance, 300 block Hilltop Drive, Settled at Scene; 
Motor Vehicle Crash, 3500 block South Main Street, Settled 
at Scene; Public Service, 1300 block Hamilton Drive, Settled 
at Scene;

Public Service, 7700 block CR 4112, Settled at Scene; 
Motor Vehicle Crash, 3200 block South Main Street, Report; 
Assist Another Agency, 552 IH-20 East, Settled at Scene; 
Business Alarm, 2800 block South Main Street, False Alarm; 

Verbal Disturbance, 1100 block Woodlands Park Drive, 
Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 300 block North Main 
Street, Settled at Scene.

SATURDAY, JAN. 13: Loud Noise Complaint, 15200 
block CR 467, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 17000 
block IH-20 West, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 300 
block North Main Street, False Alarm; Assist Smith Co 
SO, 13400 block IH-20 East, Settled at Scene; Suspicious 
Vehicle, 100 block East Centennial, Settled at Scene; Mo-
tor Vehicle Crash, 3200 block South Main Street, Report; 
Criminal Trespass, 3500 block South Main Street, Warning 
Issued; Public Service, 200 block Jeff ries Street, Settled at 
Scene; Public Service, 13400 block CR 472, Settled at Scene; 
Public Service,100 block Ballard Drive, Settled at Scene; 
Public Service, 400 block Hill Street, Settled at Scene; Verbal 
Disturbance, 300 block Kingdom Blvd., Settled at Scene; 
Suspicious Circumstance, 1500 block Wood Springs Road, 
Unable to Locate; Loud Noise Complaint, 15200 block CR 
467, Unfounded.

SUNDAY, JAN. 14: Motor Vehicle Crash, 3300 block 
South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Motor Vehicle Crash, 
500 block East Hubbard Street, Settled at Scene; Welfare 
Concern, 1300 block South Main Street, Unable to Locate; 
Motor Vehicle Crash, 556 IH-20 East, Report; Traffi  c Hazard, 

900 block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Disturbance, 
200 block Jeff ries Street, Settled at Scene;

Motor Vehicle Crash, 556 IH-20 West, Settled at Scene; 
Motor Vehicle Crash No. 1, 554 IH-20 East, Report; Mo-
tor Vehicle Crash No. 2, 554 IH-20 East, Report; Business 
Alarm, 100 block Miranda Lambert Way, Settled at Scene;

Assist DPS 551 IH-20 East, Settled at Scene; Motor Ve-
hicle Crash, 3200 block South Main Street, Report; Business 
Alarm, 13700 block Harvey Road, Settled at Scene; Business 
Alarm,13700 block Harvey Road, False Alarm.

MONDAY, JAN 15: Parking Violation, 100 block Free-
dom Drive, Settled at Scene; Mental Health Welfare Check, 
13400 block CR 472, Settled at Scene;

Business Alarm, 13300 block IH-20 East, Settled at Scene; 
Business Alarm, 7700 block U.S. Highway 69 North, Settled 
at Scene; Motorist Assist, 553 IH-20 West, Settled at Scene; 
Motor Vehicle Crash,13600 block U.S. Highway 69 North, 
Settled at Scene; Motorist Assist, 556 IH-20 East, Settled 
at Scene; Motorist Assist, 1900 block South Main Street, 
Settled at Scene; Motor Vehicle Crash, 554 IH-20 East, 
Unable to Locate; Disturbance, 15300 block Spring Oaks 
Drive, Settled at Scene; Motorist Assist, 2200 block South 
Main Street, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c Hazard, 554 IH-20 East, 
Settled at Scene; Criminal Mischief, 555 IH-20 East, Settled 
at Scene; 911 Hang Up, 15300 block Spring Oaks Drive, 
Settled at Scene; Motor Vehicle Crash, 556 IH-20 East, 
Report; Disturbance, 600 block East South Street, Report.

TUESDAY, JAN. 16: Business Alarm, 13700 block Har-
vey Road, False Alarm; Business Alarm, 2700 block South 

Main Street, False Alarm; Mental Health Welfare Check 
13400 block CR 472, Settled at Scene; 911 Abuse, 13400 
block CR 472, Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 100 block 
Legends Court, Settled at Scene; Motorist Assist, 1300 block 
Brad Circle, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Circumstance, 100 
block Cannery Row, Settled at Scene; Parking Violation, 100 
block East Centennial Blvd., Warning Issued; Disturbance, 
17400 block Stacy Street, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 
400 block South Main Street, False Alarm; Assist EMS 800 
block Hickory Drive, Settled at Scene; Lockout, 500 block 
South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 400 
block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Parking Viola-
tion, 3500 block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Family 
Violence, 3200 block South Main Street, Arrest.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 17: Suspicious Vehicle, 100 block 
East Centennial Blvd., Settled at Scene; Assist EMS, 400 
block Baker Street, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 2400 
block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 
400 block Husky Drive, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c Hazard, 300 
block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 
600 block East South Street, Settled at Scene; Public Ser-
vice, 1100 block East Park Drive, Settled at Scene; Business 
Alarm, 300 block West Hubbard Street, False Alarm.

THURSDAY, JAN. 18: Lost Property, 800 block North 
Main Street, Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 1100 block 
East Park Drive, Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 200 
block Highland Drive, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Circum-
stance, 100 block West Hubbard Street, Settled at Scene; 
Theft, 100 block East Centennial Blvd., Report; Motor Ve-
hicle Crash, 1100 block South Main Street, Report; Verbal 
Disturbance, 13700 block CR 4198, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c 
Complaint, 3500 block South Main Street, Unable to Locate; 
Suspicious Circumstance, 200 block Bonnie Street, Unable 
to Locate; Welfare Concern, 1100 block East Park Drive, 
Settled at Scene; Inquest, 800 block Edgewood Circle, Re-
port; Theft, 100 block East Centennial Blvd., Report; False 
Report to Peace Offi  cer, 3500 block South Main Street, Ar-
rest; Residential Alarm, 400 block Hill Street, False Alarm; 
Suspicious Circumstance, 500 block Sunset Drive, Settled 
at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 100 block Legends Court, 
Settled at Scene.

A Fort Worth man has been indicted for fed-
eral drug traffi  cking violations in the Eastern 
District of Texas, said Davilyn Walston, spokes-
person for U.S. Attorney Damien M. Diggs.  

Jimmie Jalen Humphries, 28, was named in 
an indictment returned by a federal grand jury in 
November 2023, charging him with possession 
with intent to distribute fentanyl.  

Humphries made his initial appearance on 
Jan.17, 2024 before U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Kimberly C. Priest Johnson.  Humphries is set 
for a detention hearing before Judge Johnson 
on Jan. 22.   

According to the indictment and information 
presented in court, in April 2023, Humphries 
mailed approximately 5,000 fentanyl pills from 
Frisco, Texas to the Washington, DC area.  

Investigators from the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service and the Drug Enforcement Administra-

tion later identifi ed Humphries as the source 
of the fentanyl.  Humphries was on supervised 
release for federal fi rearms violations out of 
Michigan at the time of the alleged off ense.  
During his arrest, a search warrant was executed 
on Humphries’ residence, resulting in the seizure 
of fentanyl pills, large sums of U.S. currency, 
ammunition, and extended high-capacity pistol 
magazines. 

If convicted, Humphries faces from 10 years 
to life in federal prison. 

This case is being investigated by the U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service and the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration and is being prose-
cuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Lesley Brooks.

A grand jury indictment is not evidence of 
guilt.  All defendants are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt 
in a court of law

Fort Worth man indicted on 
fed drug traffi cking charges

A Wills Point woman has been sentenced 
to federal prison for fraud violations in 
the Eastern District of Texas, said Davilyn 
Walston, spokesperson for U.S. Attorney 
Damien M. Diggs.

Lisa Lynn Smith, 62, pleaded guilty to 
wire fraud and was sentenced to 20 months 
in federal prison today by U.S. District Judge 
Amos Mazzant.  Smith was also ordered to 
pay restitution in the amount of $47,236.94 
to her elderly victim.

Acording to information presented in 
court, Smith carried out a scheme to defraud 
an elderly Plano man by telling him lies 
about urgent personal and family expenses 
that she was facing.  Smith also convinced 
the victim that she was going to receive a 
lawsuit settlement for over $2.5 million, 
and that she would use the money to pay the 
victim back for the money that he was giving 
to her.  The victim would provide funds to 
Smith by various means including allowing 
Smith access to a credit card, which she 
used for various purposes such as repeatedly 
renting cars for her family members. In fact, 
Smith’s lawsuit paid nothing close to this 
amount and Smith was using the money for 
personal and family expenses that she did 
not disclose to the victim.   

If you or someone you know is age 60 or 
older and has been a victim of fi nancial fraud, 
help is standing by at the National Elder 
Fraud Hotline: 1-833-FRAUD-11 (1-833-
372-8311).  This U.S. Department of Justice 
hotline, managed by the Offi  ce for Victims 
of Crime, is staff ed by experienced profes-
sionals who provide personalized support to 
callers by assessing the needs of the victim, 
and identifying relevant next steps.  Case 
managers will identify appropriate reporting 
agencies, provide information to callers to 
assist them in reporting, connect callers di-
rectly with appropriate agencies, and provide 
resources and referrals, on a case-by-case 
basis.  Reporting is the fi rst step.  Report-
ing can help authorities identify those who 
commit fraud and reporting certain fi nancial 
losses due to fraud as soon as possible can 
increase the likelihood of recovering losses.  
The hotline is staff ed 10am-6pm Eastern 
Time, Monday-Friday. English, Spanish, and 
other languages are available.   

This case was investigated by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s Frisco Resident 
Agency and prosecuted by Assistant U.S. 
attorneys in the Plano offi  ce.

Southeast Texan sentenced
for federal drug traffi cking

An Orange, Texas man has been sentenced 
to federal prison for drug traffi  cking in the 
Eastern District of Texas, said Walston.

Roy Allen John, Jr., 47, pleaded guilty to 
possession with intent to distribute meth-
amphetamine and possession of a fi rearm in 
relation to a drug traffi  cking crime and was 

sentenced to 122 months in federal prison 
by U.S. District Judge Marcia A. Crone on 
Jan. 16, 2024.

According to information presented in 
court, in January of 2022, John was arrested 
after selling approximately 27.89 grams of 
methamphetamine to another person for 
$350 cash in the Home Depot parking lot in 
Orange.  An additional 123 grams of meth-
amphetamine and three fi rearms were found 
in the vehicle John was driving.

This case was prosecuted as part of the 
joint federal, state, and local Project Safe 
Neighborhoods Program, the centerpiece of 
the Department of Justice’s violent crime 
reduction eff orts.  PSN is an evidence-based 
program proven to be eff ective at reduc-
ing violent crime.  Through PSN, a broad 
spectrum of stakeholders work together to 
identify the most pressing violent crime 
problems in the community and develop 
comprehensive solutions to address them.  
As part of this strategy, PSN focuses enforce-
ment eff orts on the most violent off enders 
and partners with locally based prevention 
and reentry programs for lasting reductions 
in crime.

This case was investigated by the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives and the Orange Police Department 
and prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Joseph R. Batte.

Fannin County man gets fed
prison time for bank robberies
A Leonard man has been sentenced to 

federal prison for robbing multiple banks 
in the Eastern District of Texas, Walston 
said.  

Kevin Long, 31, pleaded guilty to bank 
robbery and was sentenced to 70 months in 
federal prison by U.S. District Judge Sean 
Jordan on January 18, 2024.  Long was also 
ordered to pay restitution of $573,000.

According to information presented in 
court, Long robbed multiple banks in East 
Texas between 2020 and 2021.  During the 
robberies he passed threatening notes to 
bank employees, he physically restrained 
bank employees, and he stole over $550,000.  
Those robberies include: CapTex Bank in 
Bonham on Jan. 31, 2020; Financial Bank 
in Farmersville on August 11, 2020; Bancorp 
South Bank in Tom Bean on Oct. 16, 2020; 
Commercial Bank in Farmerville on August 
13, 2021; and First United Bank in Leonard 
on Aug. 20, 2021.

This case was investigated by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Bonham Police 
Department, Farmersville Police Depart-
ment, Grayson County Sheriff’s Office, 
Sherman Police Department, Allen Police 
Department, Leonard Police Department, 
Bells Police Department, Tom Bean Police 
Department, and Texas Department of Public 
Safety.  

Wills Point woman 
sentenced for fraud

Send us your story ideas or
share your community events! 
news@ lindalenews-times.com
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Winning two of four games, the Lindale Junior High 
School Lady Eagles basketball teams took on Canton 
recently in Lindale.

The 7th grade B team routed Canton, 27-2, the 7th grade 
A team fell, 37-13, the 8th grade B team took a 24-12 win 
and the 8th grade A team fell, 46-6.

For the 7th grade B team, Kierra Ross was the lead-
ing scorer while Avery Wehr was the leading rebounder. 
Kierra Ross led the team in steals and Reece Rand led 
in assists.

Ava Wilson was the leading scorer for the 7th grade 
A team while Kylynn Winkler led in rebounding. Khloe 
Collins was the team leader in steals and Eden Denson 
led in assists.

For the 8th grade B team, Charli Morgan was the 
leading scorer and steals, Maci Gately led the team in 
rebounding and Breelynn Gordon led in assists. The 
Hustle Award was won by Maci Gateley and Lilly Sim-
mons and Bryleigh Jackson and Olivia Jansen won the 
Leadership Award.

Brooklynn Wiggins, KayLea Williams and Rachel Kel-
ley were leading scorers for the 8th grade A team, while 
KayLea Williams led the team in rebounding. Brooklynn 
Wiggins was the leader in steals and Evie Provo won the 
Hustle Award. 

Junior high girls 
defeat Canton

Tyler Junior College has recognized 
1,720 students named to the president’s 
and dean’s lists for their academic 
excellence during the Fall 2023 se-
mester with several from Lindale and 
Hideaway earning honors.

The president’s list consists of 667 
students who completed a minimum of 
12 hours of college-level courses with 
a 4.0 grade-point average.

The dean’s list consists of 1,053 
students who completed a minimum of 
12 hours of college-level courses with 
a minimum 3.3 grade-point average.

Lindale students earning President’s 
List honors include Afraiem Abdelsha-
hid, Anya Arocha, Madison Batie, 
Trinity Boaz, Karissa Burdine, Kailey 
Cloud, Chelsie Cochran, Cody Davis, 
Bailee DeWolfe, Emilee DeWolfe, 
Drake Duplechain, Naomi Estrada, 
Kayla Fernandez, Mauricio Flores, 
Charles Ford, Kayden Freeman, Javier 
Gaona, Rachael Gibbs, Kaitlyn Groth, 
Emily Hartman, Miles Hill, Fengshan 
Jin, Brooke Laymance, Morgan Lee, 

River Lee, Patrick Liljestrand, Sean 
Lyon, Aimee Maxwell, Trent Mc-
Donald, Maritza Mendez, Esmeralda 
Mojarro, Mitchell Morman, Cody Pe-
ters, Lauren Phillips, Connor Philpot, 
Aliah Price, Preslee Pullin, Sophia Rai, 
Aricin Rask, James Roden, Hadlee 
Scott, Matthew Sojourner, Justina Stir-
ling, Savannah Stoner, Sierra Stoner, 
Austin Taylor, Kaden Trigueiro, Jane 
Turner, Macy Turner, Kasey Villarreal, 
Luke Waggoner, Joshua Walker, Levi 
Watson, Nathan Willson and Bridget 
Woodrum.

Hideaway students earning Presi-
dent’s List honors include Megan 
McGee, Tex Minter and Bailey Thorn.

Lindale students earning Dean’s List 
honors include Bowen Adams, Dylan 
Adams, Kenleigh Aguirre, Christopher 
Ahmet, Bailey Allen, Homero Apari-
cio, Rachel Beeler, Nicholas Beitel, 
Brady Bethany, Emma Caldwell, Rylen 
Calverley, Ian Cline, Laniya Daniels, 
Ryan Darden, Ryder Dennis, Dawson 
Derfelt, Dillon Derfelt, Lydia Doyle, 

Kate Durbin, Hannah Evans, Dylan 
Ewert, Madison Farmer, Kaden Flem-
ing, Leslie Gallegos, Blaire Gano, 
Michael Green, Sara Hammond, An-
toinette Hardin, Cassandra Hartman, 
Olivia Harwell, Emma Hatcher, Christa 
Hayes, Harlow Holden, Kailee Huston, 
Yungshing Jackson, Emma James, 
Alanna Jenkins, Gabryelle Johnson, 
Robert Johnson, Jaclyn Kitavi, Cam-
eron Krohn, Michael Lazarine, Braden 
Lockhart, Caroline McCurley, Kalinda 
Meadows, Abram Medders, Brody 
Oryl, Elizabeth Palecek, Piper Reid, 
Ashley Reynolds, Jackson Roshto, 
Destiny Sanders, Rylee Schultz, Ryan 
Sheppa, Jessica Shiplett, Levi Sim-
mons, Jacob Snow, Otto Straus, Alexa 
Sundholm, Kendall Tabar, Kayleigh 
Tew, Ashley Thrush, Joseph Valdez, 
David Watson, Garrett Wilbanks, Gra-
cie Woolverton and Mariana Zuniga.

Hideaway students earning Dean’s 
List honors include Jack Kinkade, 
Stella Schwartz, Destiny Taylor and 
Brandon Waldron.

Lindale, Hideaway students
earn TJC academic honors

The 2023 Toyota ShareLunker season was a memorable 
one, thanks to the 346 anglers from across the nation who 
entered 497 lunker largemouth bass into the program 
throughout the year from 89 Texas public waterbodies, 
publicity officials said.

The total included 313 in the Lunker Class (weighing 
between eight to 9.99 pounds or at least 24 inches), 154 
Elite Class (weighing 10 to 12.99 pounds),  18 Legacy 
Class (weighing 13 pounds or more and caught between Jan. 
1 and March 31) and 12 Legend Class Lunkers that were 13 
pounds or more caught outside the spawning season. These 
entries provided valuable data to Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) biologists across Texas in their ongoing 
efforts to manage largemouth bass populations.

In addition to helping produce bigger, better bass for 
Texas lakes, anglers who enter their big bass catches in the 
program receive special recognition and prizes, including 
an entry into a year-end drawing to win a $5,000 Bass Pro 
Shops shopping spree.

“Thank you to everyone who submitted the lunker bass to 
the Toyota ShareLunker program,” said Natalie Goldstrohm, 
Toyota ShareLunker coordinator. “The 2023 ShareLunker 
season marked numerous milestones, and we’re delighted 
to conclude it with the year-end grand prize drawing. We’re 
excited to announce that angler Lee Beuershausen was ran-
domly selected as the winner among all eligible 2023 entries, 
securing a $5,000 Bass Pro Shops shopping spree. Make 
sure to submit your Lunker bass through the ShareLunker 
app or website for a chance to be part of the drawing for the 
2024 season.”

Beuershausen reeled in his 13.34-pound Legacy Class 
ShareLunker 648 on March 11 during a tournament. at O.H. 
Ivie Reservoir.

“TPWD staff arrived quickly that day to collect her and 
were very careful handling the fish,” said Beuershausen. “I 
really respect what TPWD does and think this is an awesome 
program. The results of the work TPWD is doing are shown 
in our lakes. We never caught 25- to 30-pound bags up until 
the last 15–20 years since this program has been in place. 
This is a big deal to us.”

Beuershausen said it was an incredible surprise to learn 
that he won the year end prize drawing.

“This Bass Pro Shops shopping spree is really the icing 
on the cake,” added Beuershausen. “The whole experience 
with the ShareLunker program since I caught the Legacy 
Lunker has been amazing. Everyone has been great, and it 

was awesome to be able to go to the ShareLunker banquet 
and see the operation firsthand at the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center in Athens.”

In addition to the 18 Legacy Class Lunkers donated by 
anglers, Shawn Strength from Raymond, Miss. submitted a 
massive Legend Class Lunker Nov. 15 from O.H. Ivie. His 
fish weighed in at 16.65 pounds and joined Texas’ Top 50 
biggest largemouth bass of all-time list. Strength also col-
lected a genetic sample from his catch and sent it to TPWD 
for analysis.

O.H. Ivie led all waterbodies with 75 entries during the 
2023 season followed by Toledo Bend (53), Lake Fork (24), 
Conroe (21) and Possum Kingdom (19) to round out the top 
five. The complete list of 2023 entries can be viewed on the 
Toyota ShareLunker archives page.

During the first three months of the season (Jan. 1 through 
March 31), anglers who reel in a 13-plus pound bass can 
loan it to TPWD for the ShareLunker selective breeding and 
stocking program. These anglers can call the ShareLunker 
hotline at (903) 681-0550 to report their catch 24/7 through 
March 31, 2024.

Anglers who catch and loan one of these 13-plus pound 

lunkers earn Legacy Class status, receive a catch kit filled 
with merchandise, a 13lb+ Legacy decal for their vehicle or 
boat, VIP access to the Toyota ShareLunker Annual Awards 
event, a high-quality replica mount of their fish from Lake 
Fork Taxidermy, and Bass University will provide a swag 
pack and annual subscription. These anglers will also receive 
entries into two separate drawings – a Legacy Class Drawing 
and the year-end Grand Prize Drawing. Both drawings will 
award the winner a $5,000 Bass Pro Shops shopping spree.

The year-round Toyota ShareLunker program offers four 
levels of participation for catching bass over eight pounds 
or 24-inches in Texas.

Anglers who enter data for any lunker they catch greater 
than eight pounds or 24-inches during the 2024 calendar year 
also receive a catch kit, a decal for their vehicle or boat, a 
one-month subscription to Bass University and an entry into 
the year-end Grand Prize Drawing to win a $5,000 Bass Pro 
Shops shopping spree. ShareLunker entry classes include 
the Bass Pro Shops Lunker Class (8 lb.+), Strike King Elite 
Class (10 lb.+), and Lew’s Legend Class (13 lb.+).

Once a lunker is reeled in, anglers need to enter the catch 
data on the Toyota ShareLunker mobile app – available for 
free from the Apple App Store and Google Play – or on the 
Toyota ShareLunker online app at TexasSharelunker.com.

In addition to providing basic catch information, anglers 
have the option to send a DNA scale sample from their lunker 
bass to TPWD researchers for genetic analysis. Anglers who 
contribute a sample to the program in 2024 will receive a 
Lew’s baitcast reel valued at up to $200 while supplies last, 
with a limit of one reel per angler. Anglers that send in a 
genetic sample will also get a three-month subscription to 
Bass University. Instructions for submitting DNA samples 
are located on the Toyota ShareLunker website.

The Toyota ShareLunker Program is made possible in part 
by the generous sponsorship of Toyota. Toyota is a longtime 
supporter of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation and 
TPWD, providing major funding for a wide variety of fisher-
ies, state parks and wildlife projects.

Additional vital program support comes from Legend class 
category prize sponsor Lew’s, Elite class category prize spon-
sor Strike King, Lunker class category prize sponsor Bass 
Pro Shops, American Fishing Tackle Co., Bass Forecast, Bass 
University, Lake Fork Taxidermy and 6th Sense Fishing. For 
updates on the Toyota ShareLunker Program, visit facebook.
com/sharelunkerprogram/,  https://www.instagram.com/
TexasShareLunker/  or TexasSharelunker.com.

Past year was memorable for ShareLunker

Lawrence Lee of Temple hauled in the first Legacy Class Sharelunk-
er of 2024 from J.B. Thomas Reservoir on Jan. 17. The fish weighed 
13.79 pounds.  (Courtesy photo)

By Greg Grant
We Texans love our onions.  

Of course, we are home to the 
“Noonday Onion” as well as the 
famous 1015Y Texas Super Sweet 
onion.  And though a native of Paki-
stan, onions are our state vegetable.  

Onions are easy to grow in East 
Texas if you remember to grow 
them when the temperatures are 
cool, and the days are short. 

Onions are cool-weather plants 
that “bolt” or bloom when the 
weather is hot, and the days are long.  

For onion tops to be vigorous, 
tender, and mild, the weather must 
be cool.  Onions can tolerate frosts 
but not hard freezes, so they should 
be planted from bundled bare-root 
transplants known as “sets” between 
late January and mid-February.  

To make large onion bulbs, it’s 
very important to get them out as 
early as possible, as late planted 
onions make small bulbs. 

Onions require at least 8 hours of 
direct sun each day for maximum 
yields.  Like most root crops, they 
do best in well-drained sandy and 
loamy soils.  It is ideal to till in 
several inches of compost or organic 
matter and incorporate 2 pounds of 
a complete lawn fertilizer (15-5-10, 
18-6-12, etc.) per 100 square foot of 
bed or every 35 feet of row before 
planting.  In smaller plantings use 
2 teaspoons per square foot or foot 
of row.  

The ideal soil pH for growing on-
ions is 5.5-7.0, so here we generally 
need to apply lime every few years. 

Onions can be grown in raised 
beds or raised rows 6 inches high, 
18 inches wide, and 36 inches apart.  
Use a stick or hoe handle to poke 
holes into the soil 1 inch deep.  Place 
the transplants, root side down, into 
each hole.  

Gently firm them in and water 
immediately to settle the soil around 
them.  Onions can also be grown 
in whiskey barrel sized (30 gallon) 
containers.

Onions are relatively easy to grow 
provided they have lots of sunshine, 
cool temperatures, high fertility, 
and regular moisture when form-
ing bulbs.  Around 3-4 weeks after 
planting or when the plants are 6 
inches tall, fertilize them with 1 cup 
of high nitrogen fertilizer (21-0-0, 
etc.) for each 35 feet of row.  

Sprinkle half of the fertilizer 
down each side of the row.  Lightly 

work it into the soil and then water.  
Be careful not to damage the base 
of the plants.  Hand weeding around 
them is best.  After side-dressing 
with fertilizer, it is ideal to apply 
a layer of organic mulch (hay, 
pine straw, grass clippings, etc.) to 
conserve water and prevent weeds.  
Despite what old timers may have 
told you, the more foliage your on-
ions make, the larger the bulbs will 
be when the days start to get longer, 
and the bulbs begin to form.  Every 
leaf forms a ring in the onion. 

Green onions for their tops can 
be harvested at any time.  They are 
most tender when they are small.  
Onion bulbs are ready to harvest 
when the necks of the plants get soft, 
and the tops fall over.  

They should be pulled or dug at 
this point and allowed to cure for 
several days in a cool dry area.  The 
tops should then be cut off one inch 
above the onion.  This curing pro-
cess helps them store longer.

Recommended varieties for East 
Texas include ‘Texas 1015Y’ (Texas 
Supersweet), ‘Grano 502’, ‘Granex’ 
(Noonday, Vidalia), ‘Granex 33’, 
‘White Granex’, ‘Red Granex’, 
‘Candy’, ‘Burgundy’, and ‘Texas 
Legend.’  Feed stores and garden 
centers often offer fresh Texas 
grown sets or they can be ordered 
directly from the farmer at dixon-
dalefarms.com.

Greg Grant is the Smith County 
horticulturist and Master Gardener 
coordinator for the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service.

It’s time to start planting the state vegetable
From Texas A&M School Of 

Veterinary Services
Seizures, which are caused by 

a burst of uncontrolled electrical 
activity between brain cells, can 
be scary and often lead to uncer-
tainty for pet owners, as seizures 
affect a pet’s movements, behav-
ior, senses, or state of awareness. 

To assist pet owners in better 
understanding these conditions in 
companion animals, Dr. Christine 
Rutter, a clinical associate profes-
sor of emergency medicine at 
the Texas A&M School of Vet-
erinary Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences, offers insight on the 
symptoms, potential triggers and 
care-plan essentials in the event 
that a pet experiences a seizure.
The Range Of Symptoms
Because the underlying cause 

of seizures is not always known, 
Rutter says it can be difficult to 
predict what a seizure will look 
like. 

“Some seizures look like what 
we all imagine, a pet laying on 
its side, drooling and shaking, 
but there are many different types 
of seizures,” Rutter explained. 
“Seizures can look like fly bit-
ing, facial twitching, staring into 
space and not responding to their 
name, and several more subtle 
manifestations.”

Being aware of common signs, 
however, can be essential for 
owners to accurately detect a 

seizure and determine whether 
prompt veterinary attention is 
required.

“It is likely for pets that have a 
seizure to have excessive drool-
ing or urinate and defecate on 
themselves or in the area where 
they are seizing,” Rutter said. “A 
change in mentation, or mental 
functioning, is also really com-
mon in pets that have a seizure; 
this can occur before, during and 
after the seizure event, lasting 
minutes to hours. Pets may be 
clingy, compulsive, fearful, ag-
gressive, unresponsive to voice 
interactions or seem lost during 
a change in mentation.”

 Potential Triggers
Determining the cause of sei-

zures in pets often involves a 
collaborative effort between 
veterinarians and owners. Some 
causes, such as metabolic condi-
tions and brain changes, may 
require testing to confirm the 
diagnosis.

“There are many reasons pets 
have seizures, and those that 
don’t have an underlying cause 
for their seizures are often di-
agnosed with epilepsy,” Rutter 
said. “In this case, it’s important 
to have a veterinarian do blood 
testing to rule out underlying 
metabolic diseases, such as low 
blood sugar, kidney failure, and 
electrolyte disturbances, among 
many others. 

How to handle
 seizures in pets
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NO. 47979P
 Notice is hereby given that on the 8th day of Jan-
uary, 2024, Letters Testamentary upon the Estate of Barry 
Lee Jones, Deceased, were issued to Glenda Kay Alford 
Jones by the Honorable Court of Smith County, Texas in 
Cause No. 47979P pending on the Probate Docket of said 
Court.
 All persons having claims against said Estate are 
hereby required to present the same within the time pre-
scribed by law to the address being shown below:
  Estate of Barry Lee Jones
  c/o John C. Hardy and Randall Cook 
  Hardy Cook & Hardy, P.C.
  2080 Three Lakes Parkway 
  Tyler, Texas 75703

Notice to Creditors
Letters of Administration for the Estate of Edward Allyn 
Woods, Deceased, were issued to David Wayne Woods, 
01/22/24, in Cause No. 48015P, by the County Court at Law 
#3 of Smith Co, Tx. All persons having claims against this 
Estate currently being administered are required to present 
them to David Wayne Woods, 7710 Knowles Trace, Tyler, 
TX 75708, within the time and manner prescribed by law.

NOTICE OF RATE CHANGE REQUEST

 Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO or the Company) pub-
lishes this notice that on September 29, 2023, it filed its Statement of Intent and 
Application for Authority to Amend Transmission Cost Recovery Factor (TCRF) 
with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Commission) in Docket No. 55438. 
The filing was made in accordance with the Public Utility Regulatory Act (PURA) § 
36.209 and 16 Tex. Admin. Code (TAC) § 25.239.  The TCRF will recover SWEP-
CO’s reasonable and necessary costs for transmission infrastructure improvements 
as well as changes in wholesale transmission charges under a tariff approved by 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to the extent that the costs or 
charges have not otherwise been recovered. In this application, SWEPCO seeks 
to recover its transmission capital investments from July 1, 2022 through July 31, 
2023. SWEPCO also seeks to recover through the TCRF approved transmission 
charges that are not otherwise being recovered through current rates. This notice is 
being published in accordance with PURA § 36.103 and 16 TAC § 22.51(a)(l).

STATEMENT OF INTENT TO CHANGE RATES

SWEPCO requests that the Commission approve an increase of $3,461,491 
above the revenue requirement approved by the Commission in SWEPCO’s last 
TCRF proceeding, Docket No. 54040 for its Texas retail customers.  This amounts 
to a 0.86% percent increase in SWEPCO’s overall annualized Texas retail revenue 
requirement.  SWEPCO proposes that its requested rate change become effective on 
November 3, 2023, which is 35 days after the filing of the Statement of Intent and 
Application.  The proposed effective date is subject to suspension and extension by 
actions that may be taken by the Commission.

All customers in SWEPCO’s Texas retail rate classes will be affected by 
this change.  The impact of the rate change on various customer classes will vary 
from the overall impact described in this notice.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Persons with questions or who want more information on SWEPCO’s 
Statement of Intent and Application may contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street, 
Shreveport, Louisiana 71101, or call toll-free at (888) 216-3523 during normal busi-
ness hours.  A complete copy of the Statement of Intent and Application and related 
filings is available for inspection at the address listed in the previous sentence. 

Persons who wish to intervene in or comment upon these proceedings 
should notify the Commission as soon as possible, as an intervention deadline will 
be imposed.  A request to intervene or for further information should be mailed to 
the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-
3326.  Further information may also be obtained by calling the Public Utility Com-
mission at (512) 936-7120 or (888) 782-8477.  Hearing- and speech-impaired indi-
viduals with text telephones (TTY) may contact the Commission at (512) 936-7136.  
A request for intervention or for further information should refer to Docket No. 
55438.  Unless otherwise ordered by the presiding officer, motions to intervene will 
be due 45 days from the date SWEPCO filed its Statement of Intent and Application 
with the Commission.

TexSCAN Week of 
Jan. 21-27, 2024

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Emory Home Auction – Emory, TX: 269 Rs County 
Road 3346, 3BR 2.5BA 2,118+/-SF lake home on 
0.74+/-AC w/attached 2-car garage. Open to the 
public 1-4 p.m., Sun., Jan. 28 & Feb. 11. Bid Online 
Feb. 19 - 21 at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TXHomes.

Gilmer Home Auction – Gilmer, TX: 105 Oasis 
Street, 4BR 3BA 2,438+/-SF home on 0.41+/-AC. 
Open to the public 1-4 p.m. Sun., Feb. 11. Bid Online 
Feb. 19 - 21 at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TXHomes.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 855-493-3803

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

LIVESTOCK & PETS
When veterinary care is unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® equine and canine animal health 
products. Results overnight.  At Tractor Supply® 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Divide & Conquer Estate Sale
of Mary “Blue” Wilson (Mrs. Monty) Small 

718 Cambridge Rd ~ Tyler, TX 75703
Thurs., Jan. 25 ~ 7:00-5:30       Fri., Jan. 26 ~ 8:00-5:30

Sat., Jan. 27 ~ 8:00-2:00
Outside S. Loop 323 & off S. Broadway, turn east onto Cambridge 

Rd (across from Kohl’s ... south of Target and Walmart).
This over 3500 sq. ft home, listed by Kristen Anderson from Next Home, is 
for sale. The following contents /consignments must go: several sofas; 3 din. 
tables; buffets; china cabinet; sterling /silverplate selections; china; crystal; curio 
cab.; antq corner shelf; game table & chairs; piano; Asian selections; coffee tables; 
rugs; king bed, dresser, nightstands; antq marble top entry/parlor table; chests; sofa 
tables; misc. chairs; framed art; stained glass; needlept; framed silks; vintg. per-
fume bottles; many books; table & floor lamps; mirrors; sew. mach.; sew. notions; 
clocks; MANY clothes, shoes, purses; lots of jewelry; quilts; linens; vintg Christen-
ing dress; off. desks, supplies, file cabinets, computers, electronics; speakers; CD’s 
& movies; Dallas Cowboy items; automated twin bed; 6-8 bookcases; frames; R. 
E. Lee, John Tyler, and SMU yearbooks; sm. kitchen appliances, gadgets, dishes, 
glassware, cookware; can. jars; roosters; luggage; toiletries; games; making-jewel-
ry-beads; holiday decorations; Huffy girl’s bike; toys; consigned children’s clothes; 
tools; organiz. tubs; Whirlpool washer & dryer; maps; hand / yd tools; fans; patio 
furn.; chimenea; yard art; wheelbarrow; ladders; sooooo much more.

Pictures:  DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Texas Homes Auction Feb 19 - 21

TX WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS WORLDWIDE REAL ESTATE, LLC; DAVID MONTALVO, LIC. NO. 595597.; 
KEITH W. BABB - TX - AUCTIONEER 6701. 5% BUYER’S PREMIUM.

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/TXHomes

Pre-Auction Offers Encouraged!

EMORY, TX • 269 Rs County Road 3346. 3BR 2.5BA 2,118+/-sf lake 
home on 0.74+/-ac w/attached 2-car garage. Perfect for end-user, 
vacation home, or investment property. 
Open to the Public: 1-4pm Sunday January 28 & February 11

GILMER, TX • 105 Oasis Street. 4BR 3BA 2,438+/-sf home on 0.41+/-
ac.  New roof, new AC, large shed in backyard, and more!
Open to the Public: 1-4pm Sunday February 11

FLINT, TX • 11340 Sandy Grove Ct. 4BR 2.5BA 2,715+/-sf home w/
pool & outdoor living.
Open to the Public: 1-4pm Sun January 28 & February 11

 Emory

Bid Online Feb 19 - 21 at auctionnetwork.com

 Gilmer One Call
One

Low Price
Advertise Your

Business or Event. 
Statewide
Regional

ads available.

Call
903-882-8880

for more
information

By Dora McLain
Smith County Master 

Gardner
Growing up in the suburbs 

of Chicago I thought every-
one had the rich black com-
post that we had the privilege 
of having in my back yard.  

Of course, if you dug too 
far down it would turn to 
really heavy clay but we 
had around 3 to 4 feet of this 
wonderful soil. 

We grew all sorts of great 
plants from raspberries, 
apples, tomatoes, not to 
mention Irises, Lily of the 
Valley, Hostas and all kinds 
of ornamental trees.

I even had my own gar-
den where I grew lots of 
Tiger Lilys.  Then I got 
married and moved away 
and little did I know I would 
never find that wonderful 
soil again.  

I married a sailor and 

we spent the next 21 years 
traveling the U.S.  First few 
years we rented apartments 
but as soon as we could 
aff ord it we started renting 
houses.  

First house was in Pen-
sacola, Fla.  I loved all the 
big oaks but soon found out 
that meant large water bugs 
and lots of shade.  The soil 
there was sandy and not very 
conducive to growing much 
because of the shade from 
those great oaks.

But we did manage to get 
a few things to grow while 
we were there.  

Next house was in San 
Diego, Calif.  It had a beauti-
ful view of a valley, but the 
hill was stucco or at least 
the clay that they used for 
stucco.  It did not hold water 
even though we had lots of 
rain.  

It was diffi  cult to dig but 

once you got a hole the 
plants would take off .  We 
did manage to have about 
a six-foot tall poinsettia in 
our front window area and I 
loved that.

Next was Bel Air, Md.  
I thought I was back in 
Chicago when we started 
to dig as it seemed like the 
black gold I had there but it 
soon became apparent it was 
nothing like what I grew up 
with.  It was mucky (is that 
a word)?  We had to add all 
kinds of mulch to even get 
a few things to grow but 
we did manage to get some 
fairly good harvests from 
our garden.  

Really enjoyed being that 
close to the Smithsonian as 
we spent as much time going 
through those buildings.

Our last house was back 
in Santee, Calif.  Loved the 
house but hated the soil, or 

should I say rock.  We lived 
on a hill that was called DG 
which stood for decomposed 
granite.  

You needed a breaker bar 
to even start a hole.  We de-
cided to try to make raised 
beds along the side of the 
yard and that did work but 

we had to bring in all kinds 
of real soil.  We eventually 
had a lemon, apricot and 
green grapes that we could 
go munch on as we enjoyed 
our pool.  

It was time to end our ca-
reer in the Navy and decided 
to move to Texas.  Red dirt, 

that is all we had.  
Hard to grow anything in 

that but we did manage to 
get a little to grow in Na-
cogdoches.  

We now live in Lindale 
with sandy soil.  Once we got 
enough compost mixed in 
we are having some real luck 
with our yard.  Vegetables, 
some fruit and lots of beauti-
ful fl owers have blessed us 
with their presence. 

The one thing about all 
of the places that we lived 
is that we planted a rose or 
in some cases a bed of roses 
at every house for the new 
owners or renters to enjoy 
as a gift from us.

---
The Smith County Mas-

ter Gardener program is a 
volunteer organization in 
connection with the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service.

Dishing dirt on a world of dirt
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© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. For J.D. Power 2023 Wireless Customer 
Care Value Mobile Virtual Network Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-651-1213

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS. 
     
Plans start at just $20/month.

8 BURGERS free

Protein-Packed Assortment
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
4  PureGroundTM Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88    FREEFREE PureGroundTM Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
75039RFJ   separately $313.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 

$12999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 
Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping 
address that includes 75039. Standard S&H added per 
address. Off er available while supplies last. Items may be 
substituted due to inventory limitations. Cannot be combined 
with other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. Some products 
may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject 
to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 03/31/24. 
24M5250  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

ORDER NOW! 1.877.299.6956 Ask for 75039RFJ

OmahaSteaks.com/TasteIt2112

 PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT 

 PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Experience a steak that’s hand-carved by master butchers, 
perfectly aged to maximize tenderness, and double-trimmed 

to remove imperfections. This isn’t a steak – this is Omaha Steaks. 

Want FREE INTERNET
for your connected devices?
You may qualify for free access to high-

quality internet if you meet the FCC’s 
A� ordable Connectivity Program guidelines.
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Call Today! (866) 336-0461

Plus! Get an 
Android Tablet
for a one-time copay of $20. 

Plus, free S&H.

T E L E C O M

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance

Unbeaten Lady Eagles No. 15 in Texas
The undefeated Lindale High School Lady Eagles soccer 

team is ranked No. 15 in the state in the latest Texas State 
Girls Coaches Association soccer poll.

The Lady Eagles routed Cumberland Academy, 7-0, re-
cently in Tyler in their District 14-4A opener.

In that game, Lindale ran off to a 5-0 lead in the first half. 
It was the 6th win of the season to boost the Lady Eagles’ 
record to 6-0-2.

On the season, Lindale has scored 28 goals and allowed 
just 2.

Prior to the district opener, the Lady Eagles earned a 2-1 
victory over Nacogdoches on Saturday, Jan. 13 in the Bullard 
High School Tournament.

In their first game of the Bullard tourney, the Lady Eagles 
shut down Henderson, 1-0.

The Lady Eagles ran off a three-game winning streak to 
start the season, with a 4-0 decision over Austin Achieve 
High School on Jan. 4 and followed that up with an 8-1 
domination of Carrolton Ranchview on Jan. 6.

In their home opener on Jan. 9 against Paris North Lamar, 
the Lady Eagles coasted to a 6-0 win.

Back to back 0-0 tie games against Chapel Hill and Pal-
estine, respectively, followed before the Lady Eagles scored 
their two wins in the Bullard Tournament.

Lindale earned a berth in the state playoffs last year and 
fell to Henderson in the bi-district round. The Lady Eagles 
compete in District 14-4A. Bullard, ranked No. 19 in the 
state, also competes in District 14-4A.

TGCA CLASS 4A STATE RANKINGS
Class 4A

1.   Salado 13-0-0
2.   Anna 7-0-0
3.   Greenwood 6-0-0
4.   Boerne 7-0-1
5.   Giddings 5-0-3
6.   Wichita Falls 6-0-1
7.   Life Waxahachie 12-1-1
8.   Tuloso-Midway 8-1-2
9.   Gainesville 10-1-0
10. Stephenville 3-1-2
11. SA Davenport 7-1-0
12. Vidor 8-1-0

13. Pittsburg 4-0-0
14. Celina 6-2-0
15. Lindale 6-0-2
16. Needville 8-2-0
17. Florence 12-2-0
18. Bullard 7-1-0
19. Wimberley 6-3-0
20. San Elizario 6-1-0
21. Caddo Mills 9-1-3
22. Sealy 8-1-0
23. Canyon Lake 6-1-0
24. Brownwood 8-2-0
25. Hardin-Jefferson 7-1-2

The Texas labor market 
reached historic highs in 
2023, breaking records in 
employment growth and ci-
vilian labor force, according 
to recently released figures 
from the Texas Employment 
Commission.

In December, the state’s 
seasonally adjusted job 
count reached 14,103,300 
jobs, an increase of 19,100 
over the month—marking 
27 consecutive months of 
new series employment 

highs.
The numbers from No-

vember in the Tyler/East 
Texas area reflect this up-
tick with an unemployment 
rate of 3.3 percent out of 
a combined labor force of 
114,400, while 110,600 were 

employed.
Te x a s ’ e m p l o y m e n t 

growth rate continued to 
outpace the nation by a full 
percentage point, with 2.7 
percent annual growth in the 
state from December 2022 to 
December 2023, compared 

to the nation’s 1.7 percent.
The Texas seasonally ad-

justed civilian labor force 
grew over the month by 
11,100 people to reach 
15,203,900 in December. 
This marked a 12 consecu-
tive monthly increase and in-

cluded the addition of 18,400 
Texans employed. The sea-
sonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate dropped from 4.1 
percent in November to 4.0 
percent in December.

“Texas’ record-breaking 
employment growth remains 
a clear sign of the state’s 
economic strength,” said 
TWC Chairman Bryan Dan-
iel. “We finished 2023 with 
thousands more jobs in the 
state than at any other time 
in history.”

Statewide, seven of 11 
major industries in Texas 
achieved series highs. Trade, 
Transportation, and Utilities 
saw significant growth with 
7,100 jobs added, while 
6,800 jobs were added in Pri-
vate Education and Health 
Services and Leisure and 
Hospitality, respectively.

“The month-over-month 
increase in jobs is good news 
for every Texan,” said TWC 
Commissioner Represent-
ing Labor Alberto Treviño 
III. “This continued growth 
shows that job seekers are 
taking advantage of career 
opportunities in the Lone 
Star State. TWC has the re-
sources, services, and train-
ing to upskill job seekers and 
meet the demands of Texas 
employers.”

The Midland Metropoli-
tan Statistical Area (MSA) 
maintained the lowest unem-
ployment rate among Texas 
MSAs with a not seasonally 
adjusted rate of 2.1 percent 
in December, followed by 
the Amarillo MSA at 2.5 per-
cent, and College Station-
Bryan at 2.6 percent.

“The data shows Texas 
employers continue to grow 
and thrive as all major indus-
tries in the state expanded 
over the year,” said TWC 
Commissioner Represent-
ing Employers Joe Esparza. 
“To continue this growth, 
TWC and our 28 Workforce 
Solutions partners offer an 
array of resources for busi-
nesses to upskill, create new 
jobs and keep pace with 
the rapidly growing Texas 
economy.”

Employment estimates 
released by TWC are pro-
duced in cooperation with 
the U.S. Department of La-
bor’s Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics (BLS).

*All estimates are subject 
to revision. To access this 
and more employment data, 
visit TexasLMI.com.

East Texas keeps pace with state in latest jobs report
Area Area Type Labor Force Employment Unemployment Rate Labor Force Employment Unemployment Rate Labor Force Employment Unemployment Rate

Texas State 15,147,835 14,619,352 528,483 3.5 15,276,313 14,741,641 534,672 3.5 14,773,939 14,260,768 513,171 3.5

Longview MSA 99,343 95,417 3,926 4.0 99,832 96,011 3,821 3.8 97,133 93,486 3,647 3.8

Tyler MSA 113,270 109,574 3,696 3.3 114,414 110,655 3,759 3.3 112,357 108,632 3,725 3.3

East Texas WDA 397,617 383,335 14,282 3.6 401,156 386,839 14,317 3.6 391,658 377,641 14,017 3.6

Anderson County 23,212 22,524 688 3.0 23,334 22,629 705 3.0 22,984 22,287 697 3.0

Camp County 5,083 4,893 190 3.7 5,142 4,949 193 3.8 5,029 4,832 197 3.9

Cherokee County 20,152 19,345 807 4.0 20,445 19,630 815 4.0 20,239 19,441 798 3.9

Gregg County 58,340 55,976 2,364 4.1 58,565 56,270 2,295 3.9 56,968 54,837 2,131 3.7

Harrison County 29,235 28,006 1,229 4.2 29,499 28,261 1,238 4.2 28,723 27,597 1,126 3.9

Henderson County 39,693 38,337 1,356 3.4 40,135 38,763 1,372 3.4 39,053 37,554 1,499 3.8

Marion County 4,149 3,972 177 4.3 4,179 3,998 181 4.3 4,138 3,959 179 4.3

Panola County 9,573 9,166 407 4.3 9,668 9,254 414 4.3 9,500 9,137 363 3.8

Rains County 6,747 6,548 199 2.9 6,777 6,589 188 2.8 6,576 6,365 211 3.2

Rusk County 22,839 21,983 856 3.7 22,965 22,151 814 3.5 22,389 21,541 848 3.8

Smith County 113,270 109,574 3,696 3.3 114,414 110,655 3,759 3.3 112,357 108,632 3,725 3.3

Upshur County 18,164 17,458 706 3.9 18,302 17,590 712 3.9 17,776 17,108 668 3.8

Van Zandt County 28,602 27,705 897 3.1 28,879 27,970 909 3.1 27,726 26,865 861 3.1

Wood County 18,558 17,848 710 3.8 18,852 18,130 722 3.8 18,200 17,486 714 3.9

Longview City 38,007 36,432 1,575 4.1 38,153 36,627 1,526 4.0 37,126 35,696 1,430 3.9

Tyler City 53,581 51,808 1,773 3.3 54,116 52,319 1,797 3.3 53,127 51,362 1,765 3.3

LONGVIEW

December-23 November-23 December-22
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