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City Council 
OKs software 
for Lindale PD
Lindale City Council members 

worked through a brief agenda 
Tuesday night (Jan. 3) at city 
hall, highlighted by approving 
additional licenses for the Lindale 
Police Department CIS Digiticket 
and Microsoft.

Police Chief Dan Somes said 
the CIS system is new and the 
Digiticket software is compatible 
with the system.

Somes said the price of $10,000 
was good until Jan. 6. Council ap-
proval after that date would mean 
the software would have cost an 
additional $12,000. The license 
would be good for the life of the 
LPD system.

Council members also OK’d 
a service agreement with Muni-
Services/Avenue LLC for sales tax 
compliance review service.

A contract between the city and 
Smith County for conducting 2023 
elections was also approved.

Another agenda item dealt with 
approval of an audio and visual 
system for the new community 
center at Pool Park. City Man-
ager Carolyn Caldwell told council 
members that she met with Jackson 
Construction and told the company 
she needed council approval of the 
new system.

Sound and Video systems will 
install the equipment.

There will be plenty of activities for patrons of the Lillie Russell Memorial Library to 
enjoy during this fi rst month of the new year, including a meet the author session with local 
writer Nancy Smith on Thursday, Oct. 19.

Smith, who recently puablished the “Life and Times of a Tupperware Lady’’ – which 
chronicles her 50-plus years of selling the popular product as well as her family adventures 
along the way, will be available at the Library at 11:30 a.m., Oct. 19.

Library offi cials have also listed policy updates.
They include:
-- No food or drinks are allowed at the computer stations;
-- Only drinks with lids are allowed. Plastic restaurant cups aren’t considered sealed;
-- Phone calls at the library cannot be on speaker phone;
-- Only certifi ed service animals are allowed in the Library.
Special activities for 2023 include:
April: East Texas Giving Day;
May: Annual plant sale;
June and July: Summer reading program;
October: Downtown Trick or Treat;
December: Santa’s Bake Shop.
This month’s schedule includes:
Friday, Jan. 13: Preschool story time, 10:30 a.m.; Stem Activity, 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 14: Therapet
Tuesday, Jan. 17: Adult Game Day, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 19: Origami Workshop, 2 p.m.-5 p.m.; Meet the Authors, Nancy Smith, 

11:30 a.m.; Yarn Club, 4 p.m.-5 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 20: Preschool story time, 10:30 a.m., “Hibernation.’’
Saturday, Jan. 21: Elementary story time, 10:30 a.m., “Hibernation.’’
Tuesday, Jan. 24: Adult Game Day, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; AARP Registration begins.
Thursday, Jan. 26: Yarn Club, 4 p.m-5 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 27: Preschool story time, 10:30 a.m., “Penguins,’’ wear black and white.
Saturday, Jan. 28: Therapet
Tuesday, Jan. 31: Adult Game Time, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Lillie Russell Library plans busy fi rst month of year

The theme was “Bundle Up’’ for this past week’s story time at the Lillie Rus-
sell Memorial Library with Children’s Librarian Penny Turner. Story time takes 
place on Friday and Saturday mornings each week at the Library.

Photo by Terry Cannon

There’s little doubt Americans 
love their sports and their favorite 
teams – especially football for East 
Texans – but there are rare occa-
sions when our favorite athletes are 
subjected to life threatening injuries.

Especially in football.
This point became crystal clear 

recently when Buffalo defensive 
back Damar Hamlin collapsed on 
the fi eld during the Bills game with 
the Cincinnati Bengals after getting 
hit in the chest.

Pro football player’s injury resonates with LHS coach
Thanks to quick work by the 

training staff on the fi eld and then 
by hospital personnel later, Hamlin 
has made remarkable progress from 
a cardiac arrest.

Late last week, it was reported 
Hamlin is now “neurologically 
intact.’’

This shocking turn of events had 
an impact on Lindale High School 
Head Football Coach and Boys 
Athletic Director Chris Cochran 
as a coach but more importantly 

as a father. 
He and his wife Lindsey are parents 

of soon to be four-year-old Coby.
Cochran, who has been head 

coach at LHS since 2017, has 
always thought of the school’s 
athletes and students as part of his 
family. So it’s natural that he would 
be particularly concerned about 
their wellbeing.

“It really hit home,’’ Cochran 
said. “I normally don’t watch the 
games but I had it on and looked 

up and said, ‘you’ve got to be kid-
ding me.’’’

How does this unsettling situation 
relate to his son?

“The way I feel about it is if he 
wants to play I want him to because 
(football) has been such a big part of 
our life,’’ Cochran said. “But it re-
ally does make you stop and think.’’

Cochran also spoke of a past 
incident where the parents of one 
of his players told him the doctors 
advised him to stop playing because 

of a heart condition, which naturally 
resonated with the Lindale coach 
after Hamlin’s injury.

“I immediately thought about that 
situation,’’ Cochran said. “There are 
times when you just have to say that 
you’d love for the young man to 
play but you have to respect what 
the parents want.’’

Hamlin’s football future certainly 
seems in doubt, to say the least. But 
Cochran said he’ll be interested 

Continued on Page 2

January is School board appreciation month
January is offi cially School Board Recognition Month in the state of 

Texas! Gov. Abbott issued a proclamation stating, “To catch a glimpse of 
the Texas of tomorrow, we need only look into the classrooms of today.” 
The proclamation also acknowledged the importance of locally-elected 
boards. “...Individual schools and districts are answerable to the people 
through elected school boards. These boards set a vision for their district 
based on students’ needs and community values.”

Lindale ISD’s board members include:
Mike Combs, Board President - Elected to the Lindale ISD Board in 

2006, Mike Combs recently retired from a long career with Target Corp. 
and is owner/manager of Combs Complete Lawn Care LLC in Lindale. He 
has served on the advisory board for the Boys and Girls Club of Lindale, 
the Penny Lane HOA Offi cers and is currently director of the Penny Lane 

HOA. He and his wife of 39 years, Rachel, are active members of First 
Baptist Church in Lindale where he serves as chairman of the Building 
and Grounds Committee.

Robert McGee, Board Vice President - A 1993 graduate of the University 
of Texas at Tyler, McGee and his family have lived in the Lindale com-
munity since 1995. He is a software developer and owns Hideaway Stor-
age, is a member of the Lindale Area Chamber of Commerce, the Texas 
Self Storage Association and serves a variety of roles with First Baptist 
Church in Lindale. McGee is active in the Lindale Baseball and Softball 
Association as a coach and volunteer and has served as a Cub Scout and 
Boy Scout leader in Lindale.

Brooks Beeler, Board Member -Beeler is a 1989 graduate of Lindale 
Continued on Page 2
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Several Texas laws went into effect in 2023. The laws were passed 
and signed during the 87th Texas Legislature, and include changes to 
property taxes, building codes, and more.

View the laws and their summaries below. Note that some of the laws 
listed below went into effect in 2021 but are included here because they 
have sections that will not take effect until 2023.

Lowering property tax ceiling to refl ect school district compressed 
rates

SB 12, 87th 2nd C.S. amends the Education Code, Government Code, 
and Tax Code to provide for the reduction of the amount of the limitation 
on the total amount of property taxes that may be imposed by a public 
school district on the residence homestead of an elderly or disabled indi-
vidual to refl ect any reduction from the preceding tax year in the district’s 
maximum compressed tax rate. Among other provisions, the bill entitles 
a district that is not fully compensated through state aid or the calculation 
of excess local revenue as part of the foundation school program based on 
the determination of the district’s taxable value of property to additional 
state aid in the amount necessary to fully compensate the district for the 
property tax revenue lost due to the reduction.

The bill takes effect Jan. 1, 2023.
Hydrofl uorocarbon refrigerants
SB 1210 amends the Texas Clean Air Act, Health and Safety Code, to 

prohibit a building code or other requirement applicable to commercial 
or residential buildings or construction from prohibiting the use of a 
substitute refrigerant authorized pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act.

The bill takes effect Jan. 1, 2023.
Water and wastewater special districts
HB 3530, a continuation of the legislature’s ongoing statutory revi-

sion program, nonsubstantively codifi es a number of session law special 
districts into the Special District Local Laws Code. The codifi ed districts 
include one levee improvement district, one municipal utility district, 
two river authorities, and one water control and improvement district.

The bill takes effect April 1, 2023.
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation
HB 1560 amends and repeals certain provisions of the Alcoholic 

Beverage Code, Code of Criminal Procedure, Education Code, Family 
Code, Government Code, Health and Safety Code, Human Resources 
Code, Occupations Code, and Transportation Code to provide for the 
continuation and functions of the Texas Commission of Licensing and 
Regulation (TCLR) and the Texas Department of Licensing and Regula-
tion (TDLR). The bill continues TCLR and TDLR until Sept. 1, 2033. 
The bill, among other provisions, postpones the sunset review of certain 
programs transferred to TDLR until the 2032-2033 review cycle. The bill 
revises provisions relating to complaints received by TDLR and includes 
a provision requiring TDLR to post an additional statistical analysis of 
those complaints. The bill also requires TDLR to conduct risk-based 
inspections. In addition, the bill transfers certain duties relating to con-
tinuing education programs from TCLR to TDLR.

House Bill 1560 requires TDLR to study the regulation of auctioneering 
and eliminates licensing requirements for polygraph examiners. The bill 
consolidates licenses and certifi cates that cover both barbers and cosme-
tologists and, in light of that consolidation, removes certain unnecessary 
regulations relating to those occupations. The bill eliminates the licensure 
requirement for persons issuing a residential service contract by repealing 
the Residential Service Company Act. The bill instead provides for the 
regulation of such contracts through the Service Contract Regulatory Act.

Except for the bill provisions repealing certain statutory provisions 
regarding driver training that take effect June 1, 2023, the bill takes ef-
fect Sept. 1, 2021.

Relating to a summary of a rule proposed by a state agency
HB 1322 amends the Government Code to require a state agency 

that fi les notice of a proposed rule with the secretary of state under the 
Administrative Procedure Act to publish on its website a summary of 
the proposed rule written in plain language in both English and Spanish.

The bill takes effect Sept. 1, 2023.
Public school fi nance system and public education
HB 1525 amends the Education Code and Government Code to revise 

aspects of the public school fi nance system and to provide for certain 
temporary funding allocations, among other provisions. Regarding the 
local share of funding, the bill revises the property value basis for calculat-
ing the maximum compressed tax rate, clarifi es the 10 percent deviation 
rule, and requires the commissioner of education to reduce state aid or 
adjust the limit on a public school district’s local revenue level to offset 
any revenue generated by a district’s tax effort that does not comply with 
applicable law. The bill provides for the enforcement of the prohibition 
on levying a district maintenance tax at a rate intended to create a surplus 
for purposes of paying debt service. The bill excludes foundation school 
program (FSP) funding allocated to a district from the available school 
fund from being used to offset the district’s recapture amount but per-
mits the use of the district’s other Tier 1 and Tier 2 funding for such an 
offset. The bill revises the basis on which certain consolidated districts 
are entitled to incentive aid.

This Act took effect Sept. 1, 2021, except Section 14, which takes 
effect Sept. 1, 2023.

Adult high school charter program
SB 1615 amends the Education Code to rename the adult high school 

diploma and industry certifi cation charter school program as the adult 
high school charter school program and to expand the scope of the pro-
gram from a sole charter granted to a single nonprofi t entity charter holder 

Here are Texas laws that 
went into effect in 2023

Lindale High School’s football team was well rep-
resented across the board as the District 9-4A coaches 
have voted on the 2022 All-District Team.

Will Hutchens, who recently signed to play for the 
Sam Houston State University Bearkats, was named the 
co-Offensive Lineman of the Year while junior quar-
terback Clint Thurman was selected to the fi rst team.

In all Lindale had 19 players voted to the fi rst and 
second teams. The Eagles fi nished the season with an 
8-5 mark and earned a berth in the Class 4A Regional 
semifi nals. Head Coach Chris Cochran felt his players 
were rewarded for their efforts during the season and 
was especially happy with the respect shown for Thur-
man and Hutchens and the offensive linemen.

“I was pumped (for Thurman) and was very excited 
because it was unanimous,’’ he said. “That just makes 
it better because it shows he was well-respected by 
the other coaches. It’s a testament to Clint and how he 
plays the game but it’s also a testament to our coaches 
and how they make sure our guys improve each week.’’

Other fi rst team offensive selections from Lindale 
included tight end Landon Sullivan and linemen Trey 
Mazratian and Casey Poe.

On the fi rst team defense, senior Christian King was 
selected as was senior inside linebacker Ryan Stanton.

Cory Watts was chosen to the fi rst team as a utility 
player and Michael Shannon was voted to the fi rst team 
as well as a kick returner.

Second team picks for the Eagles included running 
back Patrick Daniels, receiver Marcus Field, offensive 
linemen Brandon Pettway and Ethan Heller, defensive 
lineman Carson Plunkett, linebackers Carson Plunkett 
and Jake Curbow and defensive backs Hudson Legrow 
and Michael Shannon.

Sophomore Seth Baggett was named as the second 
team kicker.

Cochran noted that while he was pretty sure his 
offensive line would be well represented he was espe-
cially pleased at the selection of Watts.

“Cory doesn’t care about stats, he just wants to win,’’ 
Cochran said, noting that he played nearly every posi-
tion on the fi eld during the season. “He makes impact 
plays every game.’’

DISTRICT 9-4A ALL DISTRICT
(selected by the league’s coaches)

FIRST TEAM
OFFENSE

Quarterback: Da’Marion Van Zandt, Kilgore; Clint Thurman, 
Lindale

Running back: Taj’Shawn Wilson, Palestine; Jwaylon Kennedy, 
Jacksonville

Fullback: Aubrey Saylor, Kilgore; Elijah Walker, Palestine
Receiver: P.J. Wiley, Kilgore; Ilonzo “Duece” McGregor, Chapel 

Hill; Tyson Berry, Chapel Hill; Jermaine Taylor, Jacksonville; Jorien 
Ray, Athens

Tight end: Ty Stedman, Palestine; Landon Sullivan, Lindale
Line: Brayden Nelson, Kilgore; Justin Flores, Kilgore; Pablo 

Martinez, Chapel Hill; Baylnn Williams, Palestine; Brock Johnson, 
Henderson; Trey Mazratian, Lindale; Casey Poe, Lindale; Slade 
Haresnape, Athens; Hagan Ray, Jacksonville; D’Andre Diles, 
Jacksonville.

DEFENSE
Line: Jacob Caruthers, Kilgore; Corey Johnson, Chapel Hill; 

Eagles land 19 on 9-4A All District football team
Malcolm Passama, Chapel Hill; Kaden Franklin, Jacksonville; 
Perry Cole, Palestine; Christian King, Lindale

Inside linebacker: Matthew Hardy, Kilgore; Daveon Ross, 
Chapel Hill; Ryan Stanton, Lindale; Jaxson Stiles, Athens

Outside linebacker: Demontrell Candie, Kilgore; Daniel 
Waddleton, Chapel Hill; Ti Crawford, Palestine; Shedrick Dudley, 
Palestine; Koda Canady, Jacksonville

Safeties: Zaylon Stoker, Kilgore; Dadrian Franklin, Kilgore; 
Dillion Johnson, Chapel Hill; Reese Hargers, Palestine; Jamauri 
Manning, Athens

Cornerbacks: Jayden Sandes, Kilgore; Drew Harmon, Chapel 
Hill; Jayvin Mayfi eld, Chapel Hill; Jordan Walker, Palestine; Cash 
Bearden, Jacksonville; Dewayne Minifee, Athens.

SPECIAL TEAMS
Kicker: Aiden Campos, Chapel Hill; Alex Garcia, Palestine; 

Jesus Nunez, Jacksonville
Kick returner: Tyson Berry, Chapel Hill; Michael Shannon, 

Lindale
Punter: Perry Cole, Palestine; Skyler Whiteaker, Jacksonville
Punt returner: Ilonzo “Duece” McGregor, Chapel Hill; K’Mari 

Gipson, Palestine
Utility: Dede Williams, Kilgore; Jon Denman, Palestine; Mon-

tana Warren, Henderson; Darius Dean, Chapel Hill; Ty Arroyo, 
Athens; Cory Watts, Lindale; Ryan Walker, Jacksonville

SECOND TEAM
OFFENSE

Quarterbacks: Ty Arroyo, Athens; Jacobe Robinson, Hender-
son; Ryan McCown, Jacksonville

Running back: Kaleb Tate, Henderson; Patrick Daniels, 
Lindale; Jamauri Manning, Athens

Fullback: Logan Scherwing, Athens
Receiver: Matthew Tyeskie, Kilgore; Jamal Robinson, Hender-

son; Marcus Field, Lindale; Koda Canady, Jacksonville
Tight end: Jordan Ross, Henderson; Ryan Walker, Jacksonville
Line: Emmanuel Young, Kilgore; Drea Brown, Kilgore; Colby 

Grimes, Kilgore; Keldrick Davis, Chapel Hill; Corey Johnson, Cha-
pel Hill; Julian Garcia, Palestine; Ethan Heller, Lindale; Brandon 
Pettway, Lindale; Ivan Pinedo, Athens; Dillon Normandin, Athens; 
Blake Causey, Jacksonville; Adrian Alexander, Henderson

DEFENSE
Line: Cam Christian, Kilgore; Dakota Bonner, Chapel Hill; 

Jacory Seaton, Chapel Hill; Isaiah Tavo, Henderson; Vantrevi-
ous Landon, Henderson; Carson Plunkett, Lindale; Dominque 
Bowens, Jacksonville

Inside linebacker: Jake Curbow, Lindale; Cody McMichael 
Athens; Ty Stedman, Palestine; Jay Alexander, Henderson

Outside linebacker: Wyatt Parker, Lindale; Jase Warren, 
Athens; Ja’Tyrin Mumphrey, Chapel Hill

Safeties: Lee Preston, Chapel Hill; Dashawn Jackson, Hender-
son; Aden Butler, Henderson; Hudson Legrow, Lindale

Cornerback: Michael Shannon, Lindale; Trey Manning, 
Athens; Shuntrevion Roquemore, Henderson; Taj’Shawn Wilson, 
Palestine.

SPECIAL TEAMS

Kicker: Seth Baggett, Lin-
dale; Julian Garza, Henderson

Kick returner: Zay Hull, Ath-
ens; Dadrian Franklin, Kilgore

Punter: Leo Yzaguirre, Kilgo-
re; Trevor Brooks, Chapel Hill

Punt returner: Montana War-
ren, Henderson

Utility: Cayden Patton, Pales-
tine; Deshawn Jackson, Hender-
son; Ethan Moriarty, Lindale;
Quinton Greenlee, Chapel Hill; 
Jonathan Johnson, Jacksonville; 
Jaden Crane, Athens.

9-4A ALL DISTRICT FOOTBALL
CASEY POE CHRISTIAN KING CLINT THURMAN CORY WATTS

WILL HUTCHENS MICHAEL SHANNON RYAN STANTON TREY MAZRATIAN

LANDON SULLIVAN
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Hughes chairman of 
powerful Committee 

on State Affairs
 AUSTIN– On Monday, Sena-

tor Bryan Hughes (R-Tyler) was 
appointed Chairman of both the 
Committee on State Affairs and 
the Committee on Jurisprudence.  
Along with these chairmanships, 
Senator Hughes will serve on the 
Committees on Finance, Health 
and Human Services, Natural 
Resources and Economic Develop-
ment, and Nominations. 

“I am grateful to Lt. Governor 
Patrick for reappointing me as 
Chair of the Senate Committee 
on State Affairs and for giving me 
the additional honor of serving as 
Chair of the Senate Committee on 
Jurisprudence.  I will use these 
positions of leadership to support 
the limited government and free 
market policies that have made 
Texas a beacon of hope in our na-
tion and the world.

“It is an honor to serve on the 
Senate Committee on Finance with 
Chairwoman Joan Huffman as our 
state seeks to steward a $33 billion 
surplus.  Texans can rest assured 
that under her leadership, we will 
produce a balanced, conservative 
budget. I also am honored to serve 
as a member of the Committees 
on Health and Human Services, 
Natural Resources and Economic 
Development, and Nominations.  
Each of these committees plays a 
vital role in our state.

  “I look forward to working 
with Chairs Huffman, Kolkhorst, 
Birdwell, and Campbell to ad-
vance policies for Texas’ brightest 
future.”

Gov. Abbott, UT 
System break 

ground on UT Tyler 
Medical Ed. building

 TYLER –Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott joined UT System leaders 
Monday to break ground on UT 
Tyler’s new Medical Education 
Building, which will house the uni-
versity’s new School of Medicine 
and the 7th medical school within 
the UT System. Gov. Abbott, UT 
System Chairman Kevin Eltife, UT 
System Chancellor James Milliken 
and UT Tyler President Kirk Cal-
houn joined hundreds of community 
members to mark the start of the 
$308 million project, expected to be 
completed in March 2025.

 “As East Texas continues to grow, 
so does its need for more highly 
skilled and well-trained healthcare 
professionals,” said Governor Ab-
bott. “I am proud to be here today at 
UT Tyler Medical School’s historic 
groundbreaking as we celebrate the 
achievements and progress Texas 
has made to expand healthcare ac-
cess and educational opportunities 
across our state. Creating this school 
was a priority in the 87th Legislative 
Session, and I thank members of the 
legislature, President Calhoun, and 
Chairman Eltife for their hard work 
to ensure this important legislation 
reached my desk. Together, we are 
fostering greater health outcomes 
for the people of East Texas and 
empowering the next generation of 
doctors, nurses, and medical staff to 
serve all Texans.”

 The Medical Education Build-
ing, a planned five-story, nearly 
248,000-square-foot facility, will 
be constructed on roughly five 
acres in the heart of Tyler’s medical 
district in Midtown. It will sup-
port interdisciplinary education for 
graduate medical students, resident 
training, and nursing as part of a 
medical education program expan-
sion throughout the UT Health East 
Texas Health System. It will include 
classrooms, simulation labs, clinical 
and operating room training spaces, 
and multipurpose event and lecture 
spaces for the UT Tyler School of 
Medicine and graduate medical 
education programs.

 “Today is another great day for 
East Texas as we see tangible steps 
forward in our longtime efforts 
to enhance health care access and 
quality in the region by training 
new professionals,” said Kevin P. 
Eltife, chairman of the UT Board of 
Regents. “This building will launch 
UT’s fi rst medical school in East 
Texas, which stands to serve and 
care for this community for genera-
tions to come.”

 With a planned skybridge con-
nection to the UT Health East Texas 
Hospital, the new medical school 
will enable hands-on learning of 
residents in the adjacent hospitals.  
It will provide outpatient and spe-
cialty clinical services with exam 
rooms, specimen collection and 
processing, and imaging facilities 
as well as blended programming and 
clinical spaces for patient care. Other 
medical disciplines and services will 
include women’s imaging, women’s 
health, diagnostics, orthopedics, 
sports medicine, pulmonary care, 
and a surgery center to support medi-
cal residents in the graduate medical 
education programs.

 “It’s no secret that as Texas and 
especially East Texas continue to 

The Smith County Commis-
sioners Court approved the re-
tirement of Precinct 5 Deputy 
Constable K-9 Hunter during 
their regular meeting on Tuesday 
(Jan.17).

Hunter will now live with his 
longtime handler Deputy Con-
stable Kevin Petty.

Petty has been working with 
Hunter since 2016, when the 
dog was donated to the offi ce by 
MuttNation located in Lindale. 
Recently, Petty has noticed that 
Hunter is having a hard time with 
some activities that is normal for 
a Dutch Shepherd breed. 

He believes that after more 
than six years of service, he 
should retire from active duty, 
Precinct 5 Constable Wesley 
Hicks said.

“K-9 Hunter and Deputy Petty 
have developed a strong bond 
over these years, with Deputy 
Petty stating that he probably 
spends more time with Hunter 
than his own family,” Hicks said. 

Hunter has assisted federal, 
state and local law enforce-
ment agencies numerous times, 
resulting in the apprehension of 
criminal suspects, Hicks said.

Petty will continue working 
for the office without a K-9. 
Another deputy in the offi ce has 
a dog working with him already, 
Hicks said.

Blaze, handled by Precinct 5 
Deputy Constable Alvin Gordon, 
has been on the job for two years 
and is tasked with locating drugs 
and other illegal contraband as 
well as assisting in manhunts. A 
Belgian Malinois, Blaze, is just 
over four years old and weighs 
approximately 70 pounds.

“I would like to thank Deputy 
Petty and K-9 Hunter for their 
years of service and dedication 
to this offi ce and to the citizens 
of Smith County and Precinct 5,” 
Hicks said.

“I think it would be cruel not to 
do something and we shouldn’t 
make that type of mistake,’’ said 

Smith County Deputy Constable 
K-9 retired to live with handler

Precinct 3 Commissioner Terry 
Phillips.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Pam 
Frederick acknowledge the special 
link between offi cers and their K-9 
partner.

“The bond is remarkable and we 
should defi nitely do this,’’ she said.

County Judge Neal Franklin was 
happy to have the chance to give 
Hunter a proper retirement.

“I’m glad we have the oppor-
tunity to let the dog stay with 
his handler the rest of his life,’’ 
Franklin said.

In other action, commissioners:
● Set a public hearing for Jan. 

31 concerning the partial road 
closure of County Road 473 in 
Precinct 3.

County Engineer Frank Davis 
told commissioners his offi ce re-
ceived a request for the road clos-
ing, adding there are no residents 

on this section of CR 473.
● Approved spending approxi-

mately $148,000 for repair work 
on the Juvenile Services Build-
ing. The stucco building has been 
plagued with leaks virtually since 
the day it was built.

“Three years after it opened, 
we found the stucco had problems 
and in order to prevent leaks we 
will need to do this,’’ said Fa-
cilities Director Edward Nichols, 
adding this would prevent leaks 
for approximately 10 years and a 
permanent solution would cost in 
the millions of dollars.

“It sounds like to me that it 
wasn’t built right in the begin-
ning,’’ Phillips said.

Franklin backed the proposal 
for the 10-year fi x, saying “This 
is something we need to take care 
of even if it does cost us a couple 
of hundred thousand of dollars.”

Smith County Precinct 5 Deputy Constable Kevin Petty and 
his K-9 Deupty Hunter.           Courtesy photo

Council tables 
sidewalk issue

  Lindale City Council members 
tabled discussion concerning a bid 
to Hartbeat Construction for the 
Lindale Sidewalk Improvements 
project as part of the Texas De-
partment of Transportation’s Safe 
Route to School program during 
their regularly scheduled meeting 
Tuesday night (Jan. 17) at city hall. 

Hartbeat Construction has sub-
mitted the lowest bid of $774,134. 

Also the council approved a 
general capital expenditure for two 
Chevrolet Tahoe’s for $94,398 and 
equipment for $23,420. 

Police Chief Dan Somes noted 
Chevrolet offi cials have told him 
no new police vehicles can be 
ordered but in this case these were 
ordered two years ago pans are 
available for the next month. 

In other action the council: 
● Approved the city audit for 

the past fi scal year which ended 
on Sept. 30, 2022 as submitted by 
Kevin Cashion of Gollob Petty 
Morgan in Tyler. 

Cashion reviewed and discussed 
the audit with the council. 

“You continued to grow and 
have faced a lot of challenges dur-
ing the year but everything looks 
great,” he said. 

● Approved an application 
package for the Kinzie Commu-
nity Center. City Manager Carolyn 
Caldwell noted that this package 
would be focused mainly for ap-
pliances in the center for approxi-

mately $12,000. 
● Repealed a city ordinance 

regarding the 2021 edition of the 
International Building Code and 
International Fire Protection which 
was passed at the previous meeting.

Kevin Cashion of Gollob Petty Morgan in Tyler reviewed the city of Lindale’s audit with city 
council members during their regular meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 17.

Photo by Terry Cannon
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Local sales tax 
revenue strong

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced 
last week he will send cities, counties, transit 
systems and special purpose districts $1.07 bil-
lion in local sales tax allocations for January, 7.6 
percent more than in January 2022. These al-
locations are based on sales made in November 
by businesses that report tax monthly.

And Lindale is experiencing this growth.  
Lindale is riding a 7.26-percent increase over 
last year 

See the accompanying chart to compare Lin-
dale’s stats to other Smith County cities.

Lindale PD lending helpful hand
Lindale Police Department offi cers are always quick to lend a hand to citizens and this past 
week, a stranded motorist needed assistance when her car ran out of gas near downtown.

Photo by Terry Cannon

Smith County 
taxes due by 

Jan. 31
Smith County Tax Assessor-

Collector Gary Barber is reminding 
property owners that taxes are due 
at the end of this month, and he is 
urging people to pay online, public-
ity offi cials announced.

Payments can be made by scan-
ning the QR code on your state-
ment, which will take you directly 
to the payment page on your ac-
count.

The Tax Office mailed out 
192,357 property tax statements 
in October, and Tuesday, Jan. 31, 
2023, is the deadline for paying 
them. 

Tax payers can make their pay-
ments online, in person, through 
the Tax Offi ce’s drop-box at the 
Cotton Belt Building, or by mail 
(it must be postmarked on or before 
January 31, to be accepted as an 
on-time payment through the mail). 

Barber said for those who want 
to pay in-person at the Tax Offi ce, 
expect long lines and wait times.

Taxpayers are encouraged to go 
online at publictax.smith-county.
com to pay their tax bills with debit 
or credit card or e-check, which is 
the easiest and fastest way to pay, 
Barber said. 

When you pay online with an 
e-check (bank account and routing 
numbers are needed), it is free. You 
can skip the line at the Tax Offi ce 
and do not have to pay postage or 
credit card fees. 

It is the responsibility of the tax-
payer to make sure all accounts are 
included and banking information 
is correct to avoid additional fees.

There is a sign pointing to the 
drop box, which is on the Glen-
wood Boulevard side of the Cotton 
Belt Building, located at 1517 W. 
Front St. in Tyler. 

Barber asked that when drop-
ping off property tax payments in 
the drop box, people write their 
phone numbers on the envelope so 
the Tax Offi ce can call them if any 
issues come up or questions need 
answered. 

He also said they will not accept 
cash left in the drop box. 

The Tax Offi ce also takes pay-
ments in person with cash, check, 
money order and debit or credit 
cards. 

A 2.5 percent fee is added to 
debit or credit card payments.  

Barber said his offi ce does take 
partial payments, and he encour-
ages people to pay what they can, 
when they can since late fees are 

Commissioners 
OK sheriff’s 

offi ce changes
Changes within the Smith County 

Sheriff’s Offi ce were approved by 
county commissioners during a 
specially-called meeting this past 
week, including a proposal to ap-
prove state-mandated training for 
jailers and reclassifying a Deputy I 
basic position.

Commissioners signed off on 
the changes following an executive 
session.

Smith County Sheriff Larry 
Smith and Chief Deputy Gary 
Pinkerton made the presentation to 
the commissioners.

Smith said the reclassification 
of the Deputy I position to Inves-
tigator I, Grade Level 303 will 
address gang-related shootings in 
the county.

Pinkerton told commissioners 
that training jailers in the county 
would keep the department from 
having to send them to Kilgore 
for the same training. Jailers are 
required to undergo training during 
their fi rst year on the job.

Pinkerton said that at any given 
time, the department has up to 22 
offi cers in training and in the past 
16 months an estimated 6-8 offi cers 
have been sent to Kilgore for train-
ing. He added that the new position 
would cost the county an additional 
$23,000 to the $56,000 currently 
budgeted.

Smith County Judge Neal Frank-
lin acknowledged that with the be-
ginning of a new budget year there 
would be some questions.

“I know this is a growing prob-
lem,’’ Franklin said. “This sounds 
like something that could save us 
money in the long run.’’

Precinct 2 Commissioner John 
Moore asked why this matter wasn’t 
brought up during budget meetings 
this past spring and summer.

Smith said that the department 
now has the opportunity to hire the 
right person, someone with “26 
years of service with Lew Sterrett 
Justice Center in Dallas who is also 
a teacher at Sam Houston and if we 
don’t hire her someone is going to 
get a big bargain.’’

Precinct 3 Commissioner Terry 
Phillips said he in this situation “it 
would save us some money in the 
long run, get in house training, and 
would make up for the $23,000 of 
the extra money.

“I say let’s do it and look at it next 
year and see if it did work or if it 
didn’t,’’ Phillips.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Pam 
Frederick said Smith has discussed 
the jail school in the past.

Work continues on Kinzie Community Center
Progress is visible on the rebuilding of the Kinzie Community Center at Pool Park in Lin-
dale, with work being done by Jackson Construction Company. City council members ap-
proved the design and cost for the center at a regularly scheduled meeting in April, 2022. 
The center is scheduled to open in June, 2023. During a meeting in March, city council 
members tabled a discussion on the center and instructed offi cials with Harris-Craig Ar-
chitects to redo the estimate to make it more in line with what the city was willing to spend. 
At that March meeting, Harris-Craig offi cials presented three cost options — $1.4 mil-
lion, $850,000 and $750,000 — with latter being more in line with the city’s wishes. 
In the April meeting the $750,000 fi gure was approved unanimously. The center will be near-
ly 4,000 square feet when completed. 

Thursday, Feb. 9, 2023                            Vol. 12, No. 6                1 Section,  8 pages                  50¢     

LindaleLindale
News & TimesNews & Times

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1900”“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1900”

Continued on Page 8

Funeral Home and Cremation Services 
A Daugherty Family Funeral Home

206 W. South St. Lindale, Texas 75771 | (903)-882-3141 | www.crdfh.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congressman Nathaniel 
Moran (TX-01) introduced his fi rst piece of legislation, 
the Border Security Investment Act last week.

The Border Security Investment Act establishes a 
dedicated source of funding to fi x the crisis along our 
southern border and perpetually maintain the highest 
level of border security. If passed into law, it would 
place a 37% user-based transaction fee on remittance 
transfers via money services businesses, where the re-
mittance originates in the U.S. and is sent to one of the 
top fi ve nations of origin for illegal immigration into the 
United States.

Under the proposed bill, revenue collected from these 
remittances is placed into two trusts—one trust fund 
that is used by the federal government solely for critical 
border security in the form of technology investment, 
physical barriers, and salaries and wages for border patrol 
agents. The second trust fund is used solely to reimburse 
states for expenditures they make for border security 
enforcement measures in the form of deterring unlawful 
crossing, detecting unlawful activity and entry into the 
US, and for gaining operational control of the southwest 
border. This bill also restores fi scal responsibility by 

Congressman Moran introduces 
the Border Security Investment Act

directing unexpended funds held in trust in excess of 
$50 billion between these two trust funds to go towards 
reducing the national debt.

With the recent onslaught of winter weather, many 
homeowners in East Texas are dealing with uprooted and 
downed trees because of the ice and freezing rain.

East Texas pine trees are particularly susceptible to 
winter storms and will snap and break power lines in a 
matter of seconds.

Homeowners are then left with not just a giant mess 
to deal with, but also questions about what parts of the 
damage will be covered by their homeowners’ insurance.

Offi cials with the Texas Department of Insurance have 
some answers.

So, will insurance pay when a tree crashes down on 
your car or house?

Sometimes.
If a tree or branch falls on your house or car:
●Take photos of the damage before you move the tree, 

make repairs, or take other steps to prevent more damage.
● Make temporary repairs to prevent more damage 

and contact your agent or insurance company as soon 
as possible.

● Save your receipts for reimbursement. Your 
homeowner policy should cover materials and labor 
used to make repairs.
● Many homeowners policies provide some 

coverage if a tree falls in a storm and your house is 
damaged or limbs block your driveway.
● But limbs and trees falling in your yard usually 

aren’t covered. Call your agent or company to check.
● If your neighbor’s tree falls on your house, 

their homeowners policy probably won’t cover the 
damage and tree removal, unless your neighbor 
was at fault. Your neighbor isn’t responsible for 
acts of nature.

If your neighbor’s policy doesn’t pay, you can 
fi le a claim under your own policy. If a tree falls on 
your car, your auto insurance will pay for damage 
if you have comprehensive coverage.

Have a question about insurance? Call the Texas 
Department of Insurance at 800-252-3439 or vis-
it www.tdi.texas.gov.

Will my insurance pay for tree damage? Sometimes

Ice storms create 
havoc across 

East Texas, again
Although it wasn’t the “Snowmegeddon’’ of a couple of years ago, the 

winter blast that hit this past week was nonetheless frustrating as freezing 
rain, sleet and cold temperatures chilled East Texans to the bone.

Power outages, caused by tree branches coated with ice that snapped 
power lines, were prevalent across the region. Oncor reported more 
than 100,000 people were without power and more than 31,000 after 
Wednesday.

Some streets were blocked off due to fallen trees which made them 
impassable.

On Thursday, Smith County Judge Neal Franklin issued a Disaster 
Declaration for the county due to the storm damage.

Icy conditions have caused numerous trees and limbs to fall, causing 
damage to homes, buildings and other county infrastructure, as well as 
power outages throughout the County.

The Texas Division of Emergency Management said residents who have 
suffered damages should report them at: https://damage.tdem.texas.gov/.

Smith County non-emergency offi ces were closed on Wednesday due 
to ice on the roads, but reopened Thursday for normal business hours.

Smith County Road and Bridge employees have been working around 
the clock since Tuesday to clear downed trees and limbs on county roads.

If you live outside of a city limits in Smith County and you need to 
report trees down in the roadway, call the non-emergency dispatch at 
903-566-6600.

For cold weather tips and local resources, check out the 2023 Tyler/
Smith County Cold Weather Response Plan, which can be found at www.
smith-county.com/government/departments/fi re-marshal

Non-essential county offi ces were closed late last week as were schools, 
including Lindale. Several local businesses didn’t open or opened late.

For the most part, roads remained passable as the steady rain and tem-
peratures that hovered just above freezing kept roads ice free.

Bridges, overpasses and other high areas were most affected by the 
wintry mix. Texas Department of Public Safety offi cials reported troop-
ers had responded to more than 15 wrecks in the county late last week.

Meteorologists reported some areas of the county had received up a 
half-inch of ice accumulation.

Tree branches coated with ice fell on power lines across East 
Texas this past week causing disruption of electrical service 
to more than 100,000 people.

Photo by Terry Cannon

By Terry Cannon
Editor

Texas public school teachers 
would receive a $15,000, across-
the-board pay raise if House Bill 
1548, fi led by Austin Democrat 
James Talarico, comes to fruition.

The bill would provide school 
districts with funds to grant $1,500 
per month raises for teachers, 
librarians, counselors and school 
nurses. Other school district em-
ployees would realize a 25 percent 
salary hike.

How likely is this to happen?
Lindale ISD Stan Surratt has 

Lindale ISD’s Surratt feels teacher pay hike possible
been hearing similar things for 
many years and hasn’t been shy 
about taking lawmakers to task 
for not providing for the state’s 
educators.

Yet this time, he sees a break-
through may have fi nally occurred.

“There’s a major teacher short-
age across the state,’’ he said. 
“(Teacher raises) is a priority for 
the legislature because you have 
to be able to attract more quality 
teachers and now there’s a major 
surplus of money.

“It’s burning a hole in their 
pockets and it looks like they are 

ready to spend it,’’ he said.
According to Talarico, Texas 

teachers are paid approximately 
$7,500 less than the national av-
erage.

“It’s no wonder that thousands 
of educators are leaving the pro-
fession,” he said during a news 
conference in Austin last week. 
“We have an emergency teacher 
shortage in the state and it requires 
emergency action by the Legisla-
ture.”

This proposal will face stiff 
opposition from the Republican-
controlled Legislature, but those 

favoring the bill feel this could 
start a much-needed discussion on 
teacher’s salaries.

Additionally, Surratt feels there 
could be some property and busi-
ness tax reductions as well as extra 
funds for security coming from this 
legislative session. 

He said currently the state allots 
$6 per child for security purposes 
but that could increase dramati-
cally, as much as $100 per student.

“All these (security) things are 
expensive but safety standards 
need to be upgraded,’’ he said.

Possible improvements could 

come in the form of darkening 
school windows and fencing.

But most importantly, school 
districts need equitable funding 
for the future.

“Now how this money will fl ow 
and how much flexibility they 
have are other questions,’’ he said. 
“Everyone seems to be in agree-
ment teachers need raises but to be 
determined is how much?’’

He understands the political 
machinations behind the dollar 
amounts but is hopeful that there 
could be at least a $6,000 annual 
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In 2022, factors such as “driving under the infl uence”, “failure 
to drive in a single lane” and “unsafe speed” contributed to 167 
fatal crashes and 192 total deaths in the Tyler District.

 The TxDOT Tyler District, which includes Anderson, Cherokee, 
Gregg, Henderson, Rusk, Smith, Van Zandt, and Wood Counties, 
released preliminary numbers revealing the top-fi ve contributing 
factors of fatal crashes in 2022:

● Under the Infl uence of Alcohol - 31 fatal crashes
● Failed to Drive in a Single Lane – 28 fatal crashes
● Unsafe Speed – 25 fatal crashes
● Failed to Control Speed – 23 fatal crashes
● Pedestrian Failed to Yield ROW to Vehicle – 18 fatal crashes
 The data in these reports represents the number of crashes that 

had at least one driver reported as having the indicated contribut-
ing factor. Crashes can have none or multiple contributing factors. 
Therefore, the total number of crashes for these reports will not 
equal the total number of crashes in the Tyler District.

 “Even though the total number of fatal crashes and total fatalities 
decreased in 2022, we still believe that one death is too many”, 
said TxDOT Tyler District Engineer Vernon Webb. 

 “We thoroughly evaluate each factor involved with every fatal 
crash occurring on our system”, Webb continued. “Driving under 
the infl uence of alcohol, failure to drive in a single lane and driving 
at unsafe speeds have consistently been primary factors contribut-
ing to these fatalities. It is imperative that we take notice and work 
together to reduce fatal crashes.”

 Tyler District Motor Vehicle Traffi c Crash Overview – 2022:
● Rural traffi c crashes accounted for 77% of the district’s traffi c 

fatalities. 147 people died in rural traffi c crashes in 2022.
● There was a 67% increase in the number of DUI-related 

fatalities. There were 55 DUI-related fatalities in 2022 compared 
to 33 in 2021.

● Single-vehicle, run-off-the-road crashes resulted in 59 deaths 
in 2022. That is 31% of all motor vehicle deaths in the district.

● There were 55 deaths involving unrestrained vehicle pas-
sengers. This fi gure represents crashes where restraint usage was 
applicable, and usage was known. 

● There were 25 pedestrian fatalities in 2022. This was a 17% 
decrease from 2021.

● There were 3 pedal-cyclist fatalities in 2022 in the Tyler 
District.

● Distracted driving deaths (18) increased by 20% from 2021. 
● 44 people died in crashes occurring at intersections or related 

to an intersection. This is about 23% of all fatal crashes in the 
Tyler District.

● More fatal crashes (22) occurred in January 2022 than any 
other month of the year. The month of May was second with 19 
total fatal crashes.

2022 fatal crash stats

Two Smith County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce deputies were involved in a 
fatal shooting on Saturday, Jan. 28 
in the 23000 block of County Road 
459 after responding to a domestic 
disturbance call at the residence, 
publicity offi cials announced.

Brandon Duvall, 32, was shot by 
deputies after they arrived on the 
scene at approximately 9:30 p.m. 
and found Duvall to be pointing 

Smith County deputies involved in fatal shooting
a handgun at them, Sheriff Larry 
Smith said.

Smith County Precinct 5 Justice 
of the Peace Jon Johnson held an 
inquest at the scene and ordered 
Duvall’s body to be taken to foren-
sic pathology for an autopsy.

The Texas Rangers were con-
tacted to conduct an independent 
investigation of the incident. 

Both deputies have been placed 

on administrative leave, as is also 
Sheriff’s Offi ce protocol, until it is 
determined they are ready to return 
to duty.  

The incident began earlier that 
night around 7 p.m. when the sher-
iff’s offi ce’s 911 center received a 
call of a domestic disturbance at 
the residence.

The caller identifi ed herself as 
the victim of an assault by her 

boyfriend at their residence and 
several Smith County Sheriff’s 
Patrol deputies arrived on the 
scene at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
Emergency Medical Services ar-
rived in the area at 7:15 pm near 
the residence. 

Upon arrival deputies learned 
Duvall had left the area in his 
vehicle, traveling at a high rate 

By Terry Cannon
Editor

Lindale High School Head Coach Chris Cochran has a working relationship with 
college coaches both near and far, promoting his players and the school’s program.

But it’s a pretty safe bet that he wouldn’t have expected a steady parade of names 
such as Nick Saban (Alabama), Jimbo Fisher, (Texas A&amp;M), Joey McGuire 
(Texas Tech) and Rhett Lashlee (SMU) who stopped by LHS in the past couple 
of weeks.

And, perhaps most importantly, brother Josh Cochran, tight ends coach with 
Texas Tech who made the trip from West Texas with McGuire. 

To be sure, most of these coaches were in Lindale because of Casey Poe (6-5, 
280 pounds), the rugged offensive lineman who is one of most sought after play-
ers in the nation.

In addition to A&M and Alabama, Poe, who just fi nished his junior season, has 
also received offers from Auburn, Arkansas and LSU of the SEC, Baylor, Oklahoma 
and TCU in the Big 12 as well as Stanford and Brigham Young. 

Apparently, it’s good to be an outstanding high school football player in a state 
known for producing a bevy of college and professional players.

And while Cochran acknowledges Poe is the main focus now, having big-time 
college coaches seeking out Lindale is a testament to the quality of the overall 
program he and his staff have been building since 2017.

“(The coaches’ visits) says a lot about our players and our way of doing things,’’ 
Cochran said. “Our younger kids see someone (Poe) being recruited and they think 
that something like that could happen to them.

Texas A&M Head Football Coach Jimbo Fisher visited the Lindale 
High School campus this past week on a recruiting trip. Seen with 
Fisher are, from left, Sergeant Neil DeWolfe of the Lindale ISD Police 
Department, LHS Principal Jeremy Chilek, Fisher and LHS Assistant 
Principal Kyle Wright.

Lindale High School Head Coach Chris Cochran is seen with University 
of Alabama Coaches Nick Saban, right, and Holmon Wiggins.

Courtesy photos

BIG TIME COACHES’ VISITS
BOOST LINDALE’S PEDIGREE

Colleges’ interest in Lindale football
bodes well for the entire program

Continued on Page 2

Caraway new 
Precinct 1 
constable

Ralph Caraway Jr. took the 
oath of office Tuesday (Jan. 
24) after being appointed by the 
Commissioners Court as Smith 
County Precinct 1 Constable. 

The appointment followed the 
resignation of Curtis Traylor-
Harris.

Caraway Jr. was appointed 
and sworn in as Interim Con-
stable July 8, 2022, while Har-
ris was awaiting trial on felony 
charges, of which he has since 
been convicted and is waiting 
appeal.

Traylor-Harris sent a resig-
nation letter to Smith County 
Judge Neal Franklin and it was 
approved by the Commissioners 
Court, also on Jan. 24. 

Caraway will now serve as 
Precinct 1 Constable until the 
2024 Primary and General Elec-
tions are held.

Caraway Jr. is a longtime 
Smith County employee.

He came to the Constable’s 
Offi ce from the District Attor-
ney’s Offi ce, where he worked 
as an investigator since 2019. 
Prior to that he worked for the 
Sheriff’s Offi ce from 2005-19. 

He started as a detention 
offi cer in the jail and worked 
his way up to Captain over jail 
operations. Throughout his time 
at the Sheriff’s Offi ce, he also 
served as patrol deputy, Crimi-
nal Investigations Division 
detective, a member of the FBI 
High Intensity Drug Traffi ck-
ing Areas Task Force, a patrol 
sergeant, narcotics sergeant and 
jail lieutenant. 

He currently holds a Master 
Peace Officer License and a 
jailer’s license.

After County Judge Neal 
Franklin made the motion to 
appoint Carraway, the vote was 
unanimous by commissioners 
with Ralph Caraway Sr. ab-
staining.

In other action, commission-
ers:

● Appointed Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Ralph Caraway Sr. 
and Precinct 2 Commissioner 
John Moore as county repre-
sentatives to the East Texas 
Council of Government’s Board 
of Directors and nominated 
Caraway Sr. to ETCOG’s Ex-
ecutive Committee, which will 
consider appointing him to the 
executive board;

● Appointed Precinct 1 Com-
missioner Pam Frederick to the 
Tyler Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization Policy Committee;

● Approved the re-plat of 
Blue Sky Ranchettes, Lot 7, 
in Precinct 3 and the re-plat of 
East Shores Estates, Unit 6, in 
Precinct 2.

BRANDON DUVALL
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Longtime city 
councilwoman
Ginger Sims 

stepping down
By Terry Cannon

Editor
In the past 16 years, the city of 

Lindale has experienced growth of 
a magnitude many couldn’t have 
foreseen and Ginger Sims has had 
a front row seat all that time.

Sims, who began her tenure as 
city councilwoman for Place 3 
in 2007, will not be a part of the 
council following the city election 
in May.

While the term limits clause in 
the city charter wouldn’t allow her 
to seek re-election, she wouldn’t 
have sought another term regard-
less.

“I guess I want to gracefully step 
down,’’ said Sims, who has also 
functioned as Mayor Pro tem on 
occasions. “I feel it’s time.’’

In the November, 2020 General 
Election, by a margin of 1,800 to 
784, Lindale voters were decidedly 
against eliminating term limits. The 
city charter specifi es that a council 
member who must step down due 
to term limits can wait a year and 
run again in the next election cycle.

Which is what prompted former 
council members Bob Tardiff and 
Bryan Summerville to resign in 
April, 2022, a month before the 
May 2022 election.

Thus they are able to run again in 
the 2023 election because it is more 
than a year since their resignation.

Sims said she has no current 
plans to resign early.

“Maybe down the road I might 
want to look at it again,’’ she said 
about a return to the council. “But 
not right now.’’

In 2007, councilman Charles 
West vacated his Place 3 seat to 
accept a job with the city as utili-
ties director and the late John Wil-
liams encouraged Sims to fi ll the 
vacancy. She won her fi rst election 
in 2010.

“(Being on the council) wasn’t 
something I aspired to,’’ Sims said. 
“We had moved here in 2005 and 
a couple of years later John talked 
me into it.’’

From that point on, serving her 
city was a labor of love.

“Once I was in there and got my 
bearings it became one of those 
things that pushes you out of your 
comfort zone,’’ she said. “That was 
important because you realize you 
are capable of doing more.’’

The changes to Lindale in the 
past decade and a half have been 
notable if not remarkable. The city 
council and city offi cials played a 

Daniel Dylan Skipworth, 20, of Tyler has been sentenced to 18 years in 
federal prison for child exploitation, said Davilyn Walston, spokesperson 
for Brit Featherston, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Texas.

Skipworth pleaded guilty on March 28, 2022 to transporting a minor 
to engage in sexual activity and was sentenced this 
past week by U.S. District Judge J. Campbell Barker.

According to information presented in court, Skip-
worth admitted that in April 2021, he transported a 
13-year-old he met online from the state of Alabama to 
his residence in Tyler to commit the offense of sexual 
abuse of a minor.  Skipworth’s conviction is the result 
of a cooperative effort involving the FBI, Tyler Police 
Department, and the Smith County District Attorney’s 

Offi ce, who undertook the investigation after analyzing GPS data as-
sociated with the phone of a child who had been reported missing by 
her foster parents in Alabama.

“Every parent’s nightmare,” said Featherston. “Skipworth’s evil actions 

should cause all of us to shudder.  There are human predators willing 
to harm children and guardians should always know what their children 
are doing on-line to prevent these encounters.  Great work by the Tyler 
Police Department, the Smith County District Attorney’s Offi ce and the 
FBI stopped this terrible crime.”

This case is part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative 
launched in May 2006 by the Department of Justice to combat the growing 
epidemic of child sexual exploitation and abuse.  Led by U.S. Attorneys’ 
Offi ces and the Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Project Safe 
Childhood marshals federal, state and local resources to better locate, 
apprehend and prosecute individuals who exploit children via the Internet, 
as well as to identify and rescue victims.  For more information about 
Project Safe Childhood, please visit www.justice.gov/psc.

This case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Tyler Resident Agency, Tyler Police Department and Smith County 
District Attorney’s Offi ce and prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Lucas Machicek.

Tyler man gets 18 years for exploitation of a child

SKIPWORTH

Three East Texas Fire Departments, including 
Lindale, battled a warehouse fi re for fi ve hours near 
Lindale this past Thursday before fi nally getting it 
under control, Smith County offi cials said.

At approximately 6:30 a.m. Thursday (Feb. 16) 
fi re units from Lindale, Red Springs and Winona 
responded to a warehouse fi re at Kayla’s Furniture 
in the 11700 block of County Road 497.

Firefi ghters battle warehouse blaze
Firefi ghters battled high winds to get the blaze  

under control, said Smith County Chief Deputy Fire 
Marshal Chad Hogue.

He said the facility, which cuts lumber and builds 
furniture, was about 90-100 percent involved when 
units arrived on the scene.

Hogue also said there were no injuries from the 
blaze.

A fi refi ghter pauses while battling a warehouse fi re that broke out at Kayla’s Furniture Ware-
house on County Road 497 near Lindale.

Photo courtesy of Sam Major

I-20 traffi c 
stop nets 

nine pounds 
of fentanyl

Mexican native Erik Martin 
Islas Angeles, 33, is being held 
in the Smith County Jail on a $2 
million bond after county depu-
ties arrested him on I-20 this past 
Friday for allegedly transport-
ing 42,000 fentanyl pills (nine 
pounds), said spokesman Larry 
Christian.

Angeles gave his consent to 
a search of his 
vehicle and dur-
ing the search, 
deputies found 
a compartment 
containing the 
fentanyl.

County depu-
ties worked in 

conjunction with the North Texas 
Sheriff’s Criminal Interdiction 
Unit, a multi-agency initiative 
which includes officers from 
Collin, Grayson, Hunt, Parker, 
Rockwall,  Tarrant and Wise 
Counties, Christian said.

“I am proud of the interagency 
cooperation in this multiagency 
task force. I am also proud of our 
Narcotics Unit who in short no-
tice responded to this incident,’’ 
said Smith County Sheriff Larry 
Smith. 

“This influx of deadly fentanyl 
into our state and communities 
has to be stopped.”

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid 
that is 50-100 times stronger 
than morphine. Pharmaceutical 
fentanyl was developed for pain 
management treatment of cancer 
patients, applied in a patch on 
the skin. 

Because of its powerful opi-
oid properties, Fentanyl is also 
diverted for abuse. Fentanyl 
is added to heroin to increase 
its potency, or be disguised as 
highly potent heroin. Many users 
believe that they are purchasing 
heroin and actually don’t know 
that they are purchasing fentanyl 
– which often results in overdose 
deaths. Clandestinely-produced 
fentanyl is primarily manufac-
tured in Mexico.

Kniwn as Apace, China Girl, 
China  Town,  China  Whi te , 
Dance Fever, Goodfellas, Great 
Bear, He-Man, Poison and Tango 
& Cash and it can give intense, 
short-term high, temporary feel-
ings of euphoria.

Smith County Commissioners approved a real estate 
contract between the county and Rodney Kamel for 
property located at 211 E. Ferguson in downtown Tyler 

during their regular meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 14.
The purchase price was $400,000 and he will have to 

vacate the property by Oct. 31, county offi cials said. The 
motion was approved unanimously.

This leaves two properties – MJL Holdings at 206 
East Erwin and one at 214 East Erwin – remaining to 
be purchased. The county initiated eminent domain 
proceedings last week on those two remaining properties.

Smith County Judge Neal Franklin said the county has 
“negotiated in good faith’’ to acquire the land and that 
the county’s offers “were more than fair.’’

Franklin said after the fi nal offer was made there was 
no response from the property owner. The owner can still 
accept the county’s latest offer.

Kamel’s property along with MJL Holdings at 206 
and 214 East Erwin are needed for the new county court-
house. The eminent domain proceedings were avoided 
with Kamel agreeing to the sale.

Kamel bought the property in 1978.
In other county news, offi cials in Austin have removed 

the county jail from remedial order. Texas Commission 
on Jail Standards Executive Director Brandon Wood 
met with Smith County Judge Neal Franklin and Sheriff 
Larry Smith on Feb. 8 and issued the order following 
that meeting.

Smith County buys downtown property

ANGELES

SIMS

Tardiff, Summerville 
return to city council
Former Lindale City Council members Bob Tardiff 

and Bryan Summerville will return to the council in 
May after fi ling for the Place 1 and Place 3 seats, 
respectively, on the council.

Both Tardiff and Summerville will be unopposed 
so the May election will be canceled. Tardiff will fi ll 
the seat of Rick Thelen, who has been on the council 
since 2016 and Summerville will take over for Ginger 
Sims, who has served since 2007.

The city charter specifi es that council members 
must step down after three consecutive terms and 
must wait a year before seeking election. In April of 
2022, both Tardiff and Summerville – who were at 
their respective term limit – resigned a month early 
in order to secure a possible run in the future.

Previously, Tardiff had occupied Place 4 and Sum-
merville Place 5 on the council.
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LHS Eagles place two on 
All-State football team

Lindale High School’s Will Hutchens and Casey Poe have been selected 
to the Blue Bell/Texas Sports Writers Association’s Class 4A All State 
football team, offi cials announced.

Hutchens, a senior offensive guard, has signed to play with Sam Hous-
ton State next season, was chosen to the fi rst team while Poe, a junior 

offensive lineman, was selected to the third team. 
He has been the focus of college recruiters from 
across the country.

Hutchens was voted Offensive Lineman of the 
Year for District 9-4A for the 2022 season and was 
selected fi rst team Academic All State. He was a 
two-year starter for the Eagles.

A two-year captain of the Eagles, Hutchens 
helped forge one of the most dominant running 
attacks in District 9-4A over that time. He started 
more games – 41 – on the offensive line than any 
other player in school history.

During his time, the Eagles’ offense accumulated 
nearly 18,000 yards and scored 143 touchdowns. 

Individually, Hutchens was responsible for 143 
knockdowns and allowed just two quarterback 
sacks, none in 2022.

He was named fi rst team All-District in 2021.
Poe was also named to the fi rst team All-District 

squad for 2022 and has received college offers 
from Southeastern Conference schools Alabama, 
Auburn, Arkansas, LSU and Texas A&M as well 
as Baylor, SMU, TCU, Texas Tech, Georgia Tech 
and Brigham Young.

Carthage senior quarterback Connor Cuff and 
Cuero senior linebacker Sean Burks were named 

players of the year on the all-state team.
Cuff passed for 4,033 yards with 52 touchdowns and only four inter-

ceptions in leading Carthage to a 16-0 record and Division II state title. 
Burks had 257 tackles, 36 of them for losses. He had 16 quarterback 
pressures for the 13-2 Gobblers who lost to Wimberley in the Division II 
semifi nals. 
Carthage’s Scott Surratt was the coach of the year. His state title was his 
ninth, tying Gordon Wood’s record.
FIRST TEAM
Offense
Guards – Keystone Allison, Carthage, 6-5, 270, sr.; Will Hutchens, Lindale, 6-4, 275, sr. 
Tackles – Colby Hale, China Spring, 6-1, 240, sr.; Bryce Rasmussen, El Campo, 6-2, 273, sr.
Center – Jacob McLaughlin, Boerne, 6-2, 285, sr.
Wide receivers – Tre Hafford, China Spring, 6-1, 185, sr.; Dre’lon Miller, Silsbee, 6-2, 190, jr.; Braden Baize, 
Boerne, 5-11, 180, sr.
Tight end – Hector Contreras, Seminole, 6-0, 185, sr.
Quarterback – Connor Cuff, Carthage, 6-4, 200, sr.
Running backs – Rueben Owens, El Campo, 6-0, 200, sr.; Isaiah Ross, Kilgore, 5-10, 185, sr.; (tie) Landon 
Thigpen, Godley, 5-10, 160, jr.; Rickey Stewart, Chapel Hill, 6-0, 185, soph. 
Fullback – Aden Rascoe, Lampasas, 6-1, 200, sr.
All-purpose – Ilonzo “Duece” McGregor, Chapel Hill, 5-10, 160, sr.
Place-kicker – Thomas Barr, China Spring, 6-0, 165, sr.
Defense
Linemen – Jaylen Trotter, China Spring, 5-6, 175, sr.; Greg Salazar, China Spring, 6-1, 270, sr.; Keltyn 
Raymond, Glen Rose, 5-10, 215, soph.; (tie) Carlon Jones, Bay City, 6-3, 270, jr.; Caleb Hamby, Boerne, 6-3, 
190, sr.
Linebackers – Sean Burks, Cuero, 5-11, 205, sr.; Hutson Hendrix, Boerne, 5-10, 215, soph.; Brandt Patek, 
Cuero, 6-2, 210, sr.; Javin Cash, Canyon, 6-0, 215, sr.  
Secondary – Skylar Rubio, Calallen, 5-10, 170, sr.; Houston Hendrix, Boerne, 6-3, 200, sr.; Keddrick Harper, 
Carthage, 6-1, 160, sr.; Jakerrian Roquemore, Carthage, 5-11, 170, sr.
Punter – Tate Thrasher, Columbia, 6-1, 185, sr.
Utility – Tristan Exline, China Spring, 6-0, 200, sr.
Kick returner – Adan Santoyo, Bridgeport, 5-10, 180, sr.
Offensive player of the year – Cuff, Carthage
Defensive player of the year – Burks, Cuero
Coach of the year – Scott Surratt, Carthage
SECOND TEAM
Offense
Guards – Hamish Mpofu, Celina, 6-5, 345, sr.; Gage Spencer, Port Lavaca Calhoun, 6-3, 265 sr.
Tackles – Caden Romo, Wimberley, 6-4, 250, jr.; Dyllan Drummond, Chapel Hill, 6-4, 275, jr.
Center – Mason Butchee, Stephenville, 6-1, 260, sr.
Wide receivers – Noah Paddie, Carthage, 5-9, 160, sr.; Drew Coleman, Godley, 6-1, 180, sr.; (tie) Jamarion 
Carroll, Wichita Falls Hirschi, 6-1, 180, sr. Cuyler Cramer, Seminole, 6-2, 175, sr.
Tight end – Camden Raymond, Glen Rose, 5-11, 210, jr.
Quarterback – (tie) Cash McCollum, China Spring, 6-3, 212, jr.; Jaxon Baize, Boerne, 5-11, 185, soph.
Running backs – Elijah Huff, CC West Oso, 5-11, 185, sr.; Kiefer Sibley, Waco Connally, 5-10, 185, jr.; (tie) 
Tycen Williams, Cuero, 5-11, 180, sr.; A’Marion Peterson, Wichita Falls Hirschi, 6-1, 210, sr. 
Fullback – Eric Powell, Wichita Falls, 5-8, 180, fr.
All-purpose – D’onte Zeno, Hamshire-Fannett, 5-10, 170, jr.
Place-kicker – (tie) Diego Gutierrez, El Campo, 6-1, 195, jr.; Patricio Maldonado, Wichita Falls, 5-7, 170, sr.
Defense
Linemen – Quinten McCarty, Brownwood, 6-1, 247, jr.; Victor Shaw, Pleasant Grove, 6-4, 245, sr.;  Poasa Utu, 
Kennedale, 6-2, 210, sr.; Javian Frazier, Wichita Falls Hirschi, 5-10, 205, jr.
Linebackers – Deiontae Marry, Carthage, 6-0, 200, sr.; Caden McKenzie, Glen Rose, 6-3, 205, sr.;  Jayron 
Williams, Silsbee, 6-1, 235, sr.; (tie) Jimmy Vazquez, Greenwood, 5-8, 185, sr.;  Jayce Krauskopf, Pleasanton, 
6-1, 215, sr.
Secondary – Jamarion Evans, Center, 6-0, 171, sr.; Zaylon Stoker, Kilgore, 6-0, 170, jr.; Quinton Hall, Nevada 
Community, 6-0, 175, sr.; Ivy Kelley, Wichita Falls, 5-9, 175, jr.
Punter – Jace Adams, Sweetwater, 6-1, 170, jr.
Utility – Damion Moore, Lake Worth, 5-9, 175, sr.
Kick returner – Lorenzo Johnson, Madisonville, 6-0, 175, jr.
THIRD TEAM
Offense
Guards – Davin Zurovetz, Lago Vista, 6-0, 300, jr.; (tie) Dawson Hall, West Plains, 6-1, 225, jr.; Ayden Guerra, 
Somerset, 6-1, 260, sr.
Tackles – Casey Poe, Lindale, 6-5, 280, jr.; (tie) Kyle Weghorst, Cuero, 6-1, 275, sr.; Matthew Welch, Lake 
Worth, 6-5, 290, sr.
Center –  Kourtney Ellis, Dallas Carter, 6-3, 320, sr.
Wide receivers – Nathan Baker, Randall, 5-9, 150, sr.; Jamel Hardy, Dallas Lincoln, 6-3, 189, sr.;  (tie) Jaydon 
Smith, Ingleside, 6-0, 165,  jr.; Jonathan Brown, Anna, 6-1, 210, sr.
Tight end – Kaden Ford Alvarado, 6-2, 180, sr.
Quarterback – (tie) Evan Bullock, Anna, 6-4, 212, sr.;  Blake Flowers, Seminole, 6-2, 188, sr.; Hudson White, 
Glen Rose, 5-11, 185, sr.
Running backs – Kaden Dixon, Center, 6-2, 190,  jr.; Nate Palmer, Decatur, 5-11, 185, jr.; (tie) Kaeden Landry, 
Dallas Carter, 5-10, 185, jr.; Shastin Golden, Davenport, 5-10, 180, sr.
Fullback – Connor Starr, Livingston, 5-10, 215, sr.
All-purpose – Rohan Fluellen, Gilmer, 6-1, 178, sr.
Place-kicker – (tie) Tanner Tipton, Lumberton, 5-9, 155, jr.; Rance Purser, Greenwood, 5-8, 165, sr.; Mauricio 
Diaz, Brookshire Royal, 6-0, 185, sr.
Defense
Linemen – Braelyn Ward, Gilmer, 6-0, 315, sr.; Peyton Christian, Kilgore, 6-0, 290, sr.; Jett Runion, Aubrey, 6-6, 
235, sr.; Jacob Vincent, Celina, 6-3, 220, sr. 
Linebackers – Cameron Gould, Wichita Falls, 6-0, 195, sr.; Ezrian Emory, Hillsboro, 5-6, 160, soph.; Beau 
Barton, Van, 6-3, 205, sr.;  Bryan Bejarano, Monahans, 5-10, 170, sr.
Secondary – Brody McClure, Decatur, 6-0, 180, sr.; Bodee Mausser, Glen Rose, 5-11, 170, sr.; Everson Strain, 
Aubrey, 5-10, 180, sr.; Landon Wright, Sunnyvale, 6-0, 190, sr.
Punter – Blake Flowers, Seminole, 6-2, 188, sr.
Utility – (tie) Isaiah Garcia, Fort Stockton, 6-1, 185, sr.; Tyson Hancock, Smithville, 5-10, 175, sr. 
Kick returner – Tyson Berry, Chapel Hill, 5-8, 175, sr.

HUTCHENS

POE

Hartbeat Construction LLC was 
awarded the bid for Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Safe 
Routes to School Sidewalk Project 
by Lindale City Council members 
during their regular meeting held 
Tuesday, Feb. 7 at city hall. 

The bid was for $774,134. The 
focus of the sidewalk project is to 
improve sidewalks in Lindale and 
especially around Lindale ISD 
schools. 

Construction will begin as soon 
as weather allows, offi cials said.  
The bid process began in 2019.

In other matters, council mem-
bers: 

— Approved agreements with 
the Lindale Baseball and Softball 
Association and the Lindale Soc-
cer Association for use of the city 

Council awards bid for sidewalk improvements
fi elds for the respective associa-
tions. 

City Manager Carolyn Caldwell 
noted that the baseball association 
wants to take over fi eld mainte-
nance following a recommendation 
by the City Parks Board. Fields 
will not be locked and select teams 
using the fi elds will be required to 
pay fees for fi eld usage. 

The soccer association agreed 
to a parks board recommendation 
to expand its season to allevi-
ate crowding at Faulkner Park. 
Caldwell noted that the size of the 
crowds has deterred people from 
using the park for other activities. 

— Approved a resolution to 
authorize continued participation 
with the steering committees for 
cities served by Oncor and au-

thorized payment of 10 cents per 
capita to the steering committee 
for regulatory funding and other 
related services. Caldwell said 
this is something that is done each 
year and “it is of great benefi t” for 
the city. 

— Terminated a Development 
agreement with Hardy Townhomes 
based on the company’s failure to 
cure default after notice was given 
by the city. 

— Approved the purchase of 
new equipment for the playground 
at Pool Park. Caldwell said Grace 
Community Church has donated 
$5,000 to the project. Council 
members also approved matching 
funds for the project. 

— Called a municipal election 
for Places 1 and 3 for May 6, 2023. 

The city of Lindale has matched a $5,000 grant for new playground equipment for Pool Park.
Photo by Terry Cannon

Telephone scam hits Sheriff’s Offi ce
The Smith County Sheriff’s Offi ce has recently been made aware of a 

new telephone scam involving someone claiming to be a member of the 
department seeking money from those who have been called.

Sheriff’s Offi ce spokesman Larry Christian said the scam involves 
a voice message being left on the reporting person’s phone identifying 
himself as Sgt. Justin Hall of the Sheriff’s Offi ce.

The caller said they needed to call him regarding a legal matter.  
Christian said the reporting person did not fall for the scam and con-

tacted the Sheriff’s Offi ce.
There is a Sgt. Justin Hall employed with the Sheriff’s Offi ce, Christian 

said, but he has not called anyone leaving voice messages concerning 
legal matters.  

Christian said anyone receiving such a call and would like to verify 
its legitimacy, you may call the SCSO non-emergency number at 903-
566-6600.    

All of these scammers are asking for some kind of monetary “fi x” 
to some sort of fake legal matter such as failing to report to jury duty, 
Christian said.

Scammers tend to prey on the elderly and others who are vulnerable 
to scare tactics.  

No representative of the Smith County Sheriff’s Offi ce will ever call 
and demand money, Christian said.

Smith County Elections Admin-
istrator Michelle Allcon presented 
a report to the county commission-
ers concerning an audit conducted 
by Grassroots America – We The 
People – on the November, 2020 
election during the court’s weekly 
meeting on Feb. 7.

According to the audit presented 
to the elections offi ce, 584 absentee 
ballots weren’t counted.

Allcon said she couldn’t confi rm 
or deny there was ballot fraud after 
reviewing the Grassroots America 

County Elections offi cer presents report 
concerning audit of 2020 election

audit, but did say there was “a 
lack of consistency and lack of 
procedure’’ that led the (Grassroots 
America) team to believe voter 
fraud took place.

“There should never be any 
question of fraud of disenfran-
chisement,’’ Allcon to the commis-
sioners. “We are doing everything 
we can to make sure every vote is 
counted.’’

She said election workers who 
were employed in the 2020 election 
aren’t with her offi ce now.

“If looks like to me that a lot of 
the things on this report were just 
sloppiness,’’ said Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Terry Phillips. “Has this 
been addressed?’’

Allcon said the election workers 
in her offi ce in 2020 are no longer 
employed.

The biggest issue, she said, “ap-
peared to be a lack of interest on 
the part of the staff. It’s as if they 
didn’t care.’’

Allcon said there should be no 
hint of voter fraud.

“If there was fraud and disen-
franchisement, then you should 
know immediately,” Allcon said. 
“And if there wasn’t, the appear-
ance of the same is just as bad to 
an election and the belief on the 
voter’s competence of the election 
and of the county. That’s just as bad 
of a result.”

JoAnn Fleming, executive direc-
tor of Grassroots America: We The 
People spoke to the court prior to 
Allcon.

“Smith County has a slogan of 
striving for excellence. This was 
not excellent,” said Fleming, add-
ing the review found “numerous 
election integrity issues” under 
the county’s previous elections 
administrator.

Grassroots America is a con-
stitutional conservative group, 
but Fleming said the audit was 
non-partisan and didn’t consider 
political affi liations.
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Continued on Page 2

LISD hires 
Lindale Junior 
High Principal
The Lindale Independent School 

District is pleased to announce the 
hiring of Macie Thompson as the 
new principal of Lindale Junior 
High, said spokesperson Courtney 
Sanguinetti.

Thompson is currently serving 
as the superintendent of Alba-
Golden ISD. Previously, Thomp-
son has served as an associate 
curriculum director for Lindale 
ISD and as an assistant principal 
for Lindale High School. 

She started her career as a high 
school government and economics 
teacher before transitioning into an 
assistant principal for Weatherford 
ISD prior to Lindale. 

“I love Lindale ISD and I feel 
incredibly blessed to be a Lindale 
Eagle again,” said Thompson. 
“Former Lindale Junior High 
Principals, Jeremy Chilek and 
Tracie Rand are my friends and 
colleagues. I am very honored to 
have the baton passed to me to lead 
a campus of such high academic 
achievement and excellence in all 
areas. The staff of LJH has made 
this one of the highest perform-
ing campuses in Texas and I am 
excited to work alongside them 
to continue that tradition of excel-
lence.” 

Thompson earned a Bachelor 
of Political Science degree from 
Texas A&M University and a 
Master’s in Educational Leader-
ship from Stephen F. Austin State 
University. 

“We are so excited to have 
Macie return to our district,” said 
Lindale ISD Superintendent, Stan 
Surratt. “She is a fantastic admin-
istrator and will be a perfect fi t 
for Lindale Junior High. She has 
a great passion for students and 
loves to support teachers. LJH has 
a great reputation of wonderful 
principals and Mrs. Thompson will 
certainly continue that tradition.”

Registration 
deadline for 

voters April 6
Thursday, April 6 is the last day to 

register to vote in the May 6, 2023 
city and school elections throughout 
Smith County, said Casey Murphy, 
county public information offi cer.

This deadline also applies to mak-
ing changes of address, she said.

If you are not sure if you are 
registered, you can fi nd out here by 
logging onto https://www.sos.state.
tx.us/elections/voter/reqvr.shtml. 

You can also fi nd an application 
at this website to fi ll out, print and 
return to the Smith County Elec-
tions Offi ce. You can also visit the 
Smith County Elections Offi ce, at 
302 E. Ferguson Street in Tyler, to 
fi ll it out in person.

To be eligible to register to vote 
in Texas, you must: 
● be a U.S. citizen; 
● be a resident of the county; 
● be 18 years old (you may 

register at 17 years and 10 months); 
● not a convicted felon (unless 

a person’s sentence is completed, 
including any probation or parole);
● not declared mentally incapaci-

tated by a court of law.

Smith County residents will get to take one free trip to the landfi ll 
during the annual Smith Countywide Cleanup, which runs for the entire 
month of April, said Public Information Offi cer Casey Murphy.

The Smith County Sheriff’s Offi ce Environmental Crimes Unit and 
Commissioners Court are once again offering the yearly program, which 
allows residents to take one truck-load of bulky items (3 cubic yards of 
solid waste) to the Greenwood Farms Landfi ll for free.

During County Government Month, one voucher per resident are avail-
able in-person only at the Courthouse Annex, 200 E. Ferguson in Tyler, or 
any of the Justice of the Peace/Constable Offi ces throughout the County.

In Lindale, vouchers are available at the Precinct 5 JP/Constable’s 
offi ce at 2616 S. Main Street.

The vouchers can be used through Saturday, May 6.
“It’s that time of year again … time for spring cleaning,” Environmental 

Crimes Deputy Tommy Goodman said. “We sure would like as many 
Smith County citizens to participate in this as possible.”

Greenwood Farms Landfi ll is located at 12920 Farm-to-Market Road 

Smith Countywide cleanup runs throughout April
2767, Tyler. It is seven miles east of Loop 323, off of Old Kilgore 
Highway.

The landfi ll charges to take mattresses. The Smith County Voucher 
includes only one free mattress. Additional mattresses will cost $50 at 
the landfi ll.

Items not accepted: hazardous waste, pesticides, herbicides, solvents, 
gasoline, oils, acid, batteries, asbestos, wet paint, freon, whole tires, 
televisions, computers, refrigerators and freezers.

The Greenwood Farms Landfi ll is open from 6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 6:30 a.m. to noon Saturday. Its phone num-
ber is 800-678-7274. In addition to the Lindale location, vouchers are 
available to be picked up by Smith County residents at:
● The Annex Building, (fi rst fl oor offi ces) 200 E. Ferguson St. in Tyler
● Precinct 1 Constable: 308 E. Ferguson in Tyler
● Precinct 2 JP/Constable: 15405 Highway 155 South in Noonday
● Precinct 3 JP/Constable: 313 E. Duval Street in Troup
● Precinct 4 JP/Constable: 14152 Highway 155 North in Winona

Lindale High School’s Lady 
Eagles soccer team, which cap-
tured a bi-district title this season, 
had two players earn superlative 
honors and four others recognized 
as fi rst team selections following 
voting from the District 14-4A 
coaches this past week.

District Most Valuable Player 
honors went to Lindale’s Kaydee 
Cox, a senior midfielder, and 
Utility Player of the Year honors 
went to Lindale senior forward/
midfi elder Brooke Everest.

First team selections from Lin-
dale included senior center back 
Brooke Tweedell, junior midfi elder 
Kady Spears, junior midfielder 
Hadlee Scott and junior midfi elder 
Addy Kobs.

Lady Eagles earn superlative honors on 14-4A All-District team
Lindale sophomore goal keeper 

Clara Helvey was selected to the 
second tea as was freshman center 
back Macy Hodde.

Senior left back Alma Silva and 
senior forward Morgan Parks were 
honorable mention selections.

The Lady Eagles, who fin-
ished second in 14-4A, defeated 
Pittsburg, 4-0, for the bi-district 
championship before falling to 
Henderson, 3-2, in the area round.

GIRLS 14-4A ALL DISTRICT TEAM
SUPERLATIVES

MVP: Kaydee Cox, senior, Lindale
OFFENSIVE MVP: Madison Hernandez, 

junior, Brownsboro
DEFENSIVE MVP: Maddie Cummings, 

senior, Bullard
NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR: Paige 

Barrett, freshman, Bullard
GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR: Keyri 

Rojas, senior, Athens
UTILITY PLAYER OF THE YEAR: 

Brooke Everest, senior, Lindale
C0-MIDFIELDERS OF THE YEAR: 

Niyah Gee, junior Bullard; Avery Green, 
senior, Van.

FIRST TEAM
BULLARD: Maddie Carlile, senior de-

fender; Rylie Graul, sophomore midfi elder; 
Chole Howard, senior defensive forward; 
Rylie Jo Garner, junior midfi elder; Addy 
Cummings, junior forward.

LINDALE: Brooke Tweedell, senior 
center back; Kady Spears, junior mid-
fi elder; Hadlee Scott, junior midfi elder; 
Addy Kobs, junior midfi elder.

ATHENS: Shelby McMichael, senior 
defender; Mia Rodriguez, senior defender; 
Izabel Lopez, senior midfi elder.

CHAPEL HILL: Emily Vazquez, junior 
defender/forward; Shania Miller, senior 
midfielder; Clara Brown, sophomore 
goalkeeper.

BROWNSBORO: Zoey Hinton, fresh-

man striker; Victoria Gutierrez, sophomore 
midfi elder.

VAN: McKinnley Davis, senior mid-
fi elder.

CUMBERLAND: Sanaa Daniels, senior 
goalkeeper.

GRAND SALINE: Lily Ferguson, senior 
midfi elder.

SECOND TEAM
BULLARD: Ramzee Matejka, sopho-

more goalkeeper; Aubrey Kuechle, fresh-
man midfielder; Lucy Shultz, freshman 
defender.

LINDALE: Clara Helvey, sophomore 
goalkeeper; Macy Hodde, freshman 
center back.

ATHENS: Isabella Stovall, sophomore 
forward; Miranda Garcia, senior defender.

CHAPEL HILL: Brandy Pineda, senior 
defender; Anahi Borja, junior forward/
midfi elder/defender.

BROWNSBORO: Cristina Rios, senior 
midfielder/defender; Itzayama Alvarez, 
senior midfi elder.

VAN: Grace Zifer, junior forward; Jenna 
Huss, junior defender.

CUMBERLAND: Adriana Mata, junior 
midfi elder; Vonyelle De’Vold, senior left 
center back.

GRAND SALINE: Elizabeth Zarate, 
sophomore goalkeeper.

HONORABLE MENTION
BULLARD: Reagan Stegall, senior 

forward; Triniti Wimmer, senior forward.
LINDALE: Alma Silva, senior left 

back; Morgan Parks, senior forward.
ATHENS: Lindsey Carrizles, junior 

midfi elder.
CHAPEL HILL: Natalie Ruiz, senior 

midfi elder.
BROWNSBORO: Dani Harris, junior 

defender; Tere Lagunas, sophomore 
midfi elder.

VAN: Paige Oxford, senior midfi elder; 
Karmen Zifer, senior defender.

CUMBERLAND: Nicole Sharp, fresh-
man stopper; Juliana Pierce, freshman 
midfi elder.

GRAND SALINE: Bianca Guajardo, 
freshman forward.

LACC celebrates 
another successful 
year with banquet

By Terry Cannon
Editor

Civic, business and educational 
leaders were among those honored 
Monday night (April 3) during the 
Lindale Area Chamber of Com-
merce’s 39th annual Membership 
Banquet and Auction held at Texas 
Rose Horse Park.

LACC President and CEO Shel-
bie Glover presided over the event 
and during the highlight of the eve-
ning presented Lindale Police Chief 
Dan Somes with the Citizen of the 
Year Award.

Somes, a familiar fi gure in and out 
of uniform to Lindale and East Texas 
residents, was honored not just for 
his leadership of the Lindale PD but 
for his work in the volunteer arena.

“He is always working for the bet-
terment of the community,’’ Glover 
said of Somes. “He has been volun-
teering with honesty and integrity for 
more than 30 years and he does all 
this from the heart.’’

Somes received a standing ovation 
when his name was announced and 
again after being presented with his 
plaque.

The Lindale Rotary Club honored 
Kaitlin and Jeremiah Cagle, owners 
and operators of the Lindale Candy 
Company, as Merchants of the Year. 
Rotarian Carroll Anderson presented 
the award to Jeremiah Cagle.

“(The Cagles) exemplify the 
Rotary’s Four-Way Test,’’ Anderson 
said. “They are truly an asset to our 
community.’’

City Manager Carolyn Caldwell 

presented Isaac Lewis with the City 
Employee of the Year Award.

“In his fi ve years with the city, he is 
one of the most dependable employees 

we have,’’ she said. “He always does 
a great job and never complains.’’

Lindale ISD Deputy Superinten-

Lindale Police Chief Dan Somes was honored by the Lindale 
Area Chamber of Commerce as Citizen of the Year Monday.

Jeremiah and Kaitlin Cagle were presented with the Lindale 
Rotary Club’s Merchant of the Year Award.

Photos by Terry Cannon
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Lindale ISD Education Foundation
awards more than $25,000 in grants

The Lindale ISD Education Foundation has awarded $25,020.19 to Lindale ISD teach-
ers as the much anticipated Grant Patrol surprised teachers across the district with funds 
for their respective projects.

The money will be used to purchase new and innovative tools for classrooms. Funds 
provided will make a positive difference for them, said Gay Pyland, foundation president. 

“The Lindale ISD is an outstanding school district with amazing, hard-working teach-
ers,” said Pyland. “The Education Foundation’s goal is to support these teachers by fund-
ing their creative and innovative needs in the classroom. Together, with our individual 
donors, businesses and community, we support not only the teachers, but we also give 
our students an added advantage to their education.”

The teachers are notifi ed that they are awarded their grants and receive funds by a 
surprise Grant Patrol through school hallways. The Lindale High School Star Steppers, 
cheerleaders, donors, administrators and volunteers loudly parade through the campuses, 
giving away money for several innovative projects. 

“This is the best time of the year for the Lindale Education Foundation,” said Courtney 
Sanguinetti, Executive Director of the Foundation. “Our board members and volunteers 
work extremely hard throughout the year to raise enough funds to be able to give like we 
do. To see it all pay off with the excitement of the students and teachers is defi nitely our 
reward. We are so thankful for the teachers who applied for these new learning tools and 
we are excited to see them in action.” 

The Lindale ISD Education Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) organization that provides 
funds for classroom projects and programs not funded or under-funded by the district’s 
operating budget. 

The foundation is supported through donations from individuals, businesses and cor-
porations.   

The Education Foundation began awarding grants in November 2009. Since the fi rst 
grant cycle, the Foundation has awarded $435,171.52 to LISD classrooms for more than 
100 projects.

Grant applications are submitted to the foundation by LISD teachers and aides for proj-
ects or programs that go above the day-to-day curriculum and offer students an enriched 
and unique learning experience. 

Projects selected for funding are rated on a number of criteria including the innovation 
of the project.

“We are so thankful for our donors and the Lindale community who make all of this pos-
sible,” said Sanguinetti. “These students deserve a chance to excel beyond the classroom 
and the projects funded by the Education Foundation help to do just that. Our teachers’ 
dedication to our kids and school district is what makes LISD one of the best.”

Projects receiving funds include:
-- Education Foundation grant for $1,200 to fund “Cultivating Bookworms in the 

Reading Garden.” 
The reading garden will consist of 24 hammocks, available to 4th-6th grade students that 

fosters their love of reading while simultaneously growing their connection with nature and 
literature. E.J. Moss East has two outdoor courtyards by the library that are not currently 
being utilized. This grant will allow for 24 hammocks to be hung for students to sit and read 
or complete assignments comfortably.  

Grant by Angela Heard-Lockwood and Kim Saunders 

-- Education Foundation grant for  $4,658 to fund “Aim for Success With Outdoor 
Adventures.” 

Outdoor Adventures is a new class that will be implemented in the 2023-2024 school 
year. Participants will earn their state and local PE credit needed for graduation. Outdoor 
Adventures- Archery Unit will provide students with physical skills such as balance, coordi-
nation, strength, and power. In addition, students will gain interpersonal skills such as trust, 
teamwork, cooperation, and effective communication skills. This grant will help fund the 
necessary equipment needed to implement the archery program. 

Grant by Christy Bateman 

Lindale High School teacher Christy Bateman is overjoyed when she was award-
ed $4,658 to fund “Aim for Success With Outdoor Adventures” by the Lindale 
ISD Education Foundation during the annual Grant Patrol this past Thursday.

Photo by Terry Cannon

Members, donors and other offi cials of the Lindale Education Foundation get ready to board the “Spirit Bus’’ and award grants to teachers across the 
district by the Lindale ISD Education Foundation.

Lindale City Council members 
approved an ordinance to declare 
candidates for Place 1 and Place 3 
as unopposed in the May 6 election 
during their regular meeting March 
21 at city hall.

The approval of this ordinance 
was a follow up to the previous 
council meeting to clarify the places 
listed in the agenda.

Bob Tardiff and Bryan Sum-
merville will assume the Place 1 
and Place 3 seats on the council, 
respectively.

Both men served previously on 
the council but resigned in April, 
2022, because the term limits clause 
in the city charter states council 
members must wait a year before 
running again. 

Council approves proposal 
for all-inclusive playground

By resigning a month before their 
term ended, both men were able to 
run this year. 

Currently Rick Thelen holds the 
place 1 seat but didn’t seek reelec-
tion. He has been on the council 
since 2016. Ginger Sims, who is 
also the Mayor Pro Tem, termed 
out after having served since 2007. 

Summerville and Tardiff joined 
the council in 2012. The city char-
ter specifi es council members can 
serve three, three-year terms before 
stepping down. 

The council also approved a pro-
posal for all-inclusive playground 
equipment to be installed at Pool 
Park for special needs youngsters. A 
fundraiser will be held in the future 

Smith County received the 2022 Safety Achievement 
Award from the Texas Association of Counties Risk 
Management Pool, said Casey Murphy, county public 
information offi cer.

The award was earned for the County’s record of 
maintaining a strong commitment to safety in the 

Smith County receives safety achievement award
workplace, as well as for controlling workers’ com-
pensation claims. 

Smith County employees will be formally presented 
with the award at an upcoming County Management 
and Risk Conference.

Continued on Page 2Continued on Page 8
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With the severe weather season upon us, Texas Comptrol-
ler Glenn Hegar reminds Texans they can purchase certain 
items tax-free during the state’s sales tax holiday for emer-
gency preparation supplies, which begins at 12:01 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 22, and ends at midnight on Monday, April 
24.

“While we can’t know in advance when the next fl ood, 
tornado or hurricane may strike, we can make sure our 
families, homes and businesses have the supplies they need 
to face these and other emergencies,” Hegar said. “This tax 
holiday can help Texans save money while stocking up for 
emergency situations. Don’t wait for disaster to strike. Take 
the time now to get prepared.”

The Comptroller’s offi ce estimates shoppers will save 

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
announced last week he will send 
cities, counties, transit systems and 
special purpose districts $977.2 
million in local sales tax allocations 
for April, 12.8 percent more than in 
April 2022.

These allocations are based on 
sales made in February by busi-
nesses that report tax monthly.

Lindale continues to ride a wave 
- exceeding previous year’s num-
bers month after month.

Winon and Whitehouse, Bullard 
and Arp also posted sales tax rev-
enue numbers above 2022.

Sales Tax Holiday for emergency supplies, April 22-24
nearly $2 million in state and local sales taxes during the tax 
holiday, which was approved by the Texas Legislature in 2015.

There’s no limit on the number of qualifying items you can 
purchase. These include: 

household batteries, fuel containers and fl ashlights priced 
less than $75;

hurricane shutters and emergency ladders priced less than 
$300; and

portable generators priced less than $3,000.
For purchases made online, note that delivery, shipping, 

handling and transportation charges are part of the sales 
price. Consider these charges when determining whether 
an emergency preparation supply can be purchased tax-free 
during the holiday.

For example, if you purchase a rescue ladder online for 
$299 with a $10 delivery charge, the total sales price is $309. 
Because the total sales price of the ladder is more than $300, 
tax is due on the $309 sales price.

Purchases that do not qualify include:
● batteries for automobiles, boats and other motorized 

vehicles;
● camping stoves and camping supplies;
● chainsaws;
● plywood;
● extension ladders and stepladders; and
● tents.
A list of emergency preparation supplies that may be pur-

chased tax-free can be found on the Comptroller’s website.

Local sales tax revenue continues to exceed 2022 

TXDOT calls for safe driving 
in work zones to continue 

downward trend in fatalities
Work zone crash fatalities decreased 

for the first time since 2018
Following a year in which fewer people were killed in work zone 

crashes in Texas, TxDOT is calling on all drivers to stay vigilant and 
help continue that downward trend. As National Work Zone Awareness 
Week kicks off, TxDOT’s “Be Safe. Drive Smart.” campaign is remind-
ing drivers to stay alert and exercise caution when going through road 
construction and maintenance areas.

 In the Atlanta District in 2022, there were 515 crashes in work zones, 
resulting in 27 serious injuries and three fatalities. “We don’t want anyone 
hurt or killed in our work zones, or anywhere on our roads,” said Atlanta 
District Engineer Rebecca Wells. “We need motorists to do their part, 
to drive with care, especially in work zones. We want them to drive as 
if it’s their loved one out there working so close to traffi c every day.” 

The Atlanta District includes Bowie, Cass, Camp, Harrison, Marion, 
Morris, Panola, Titus and Upshur Counties.

Statewide, traffi c fatalities in work zones were down 16% in 2022, 
decreasing for the fi rst time since 2018. Despite that, 205 people lost 
their lives and another 788 were seriously injured in Texas work zones 
last year. The vast majority of those killed, 85%, were drivers or their 
passengers.

“Although it’s encouraging to see a reduction in the number of work 
zone crashes and fatalities last year, one life lost is too many,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc Williams. “We’re calling on all Texas 
drivers to slow down and stay alert when traveling through work zones. 
Doing so could save a life, including your own.”

The “Be Safe. Drive Smart.” campaign offers fi ve tips for safely 
navigating work zones:

 1. Slow down. Follow the posted speed limit and proactively adjust 
your driving to match road conditions. Excessive speed is one of the 
leading causes of work zone crashes.

 2. Pay attention. Avoid distractions, keep your mind on the road and 
put your phone away.

 3. Watch out for road crews. Roadside workers want to get home 
safely, too. Always follow instructions and be mindful of construction 
area road signs.

 4. Don’t tailgate. Give yourself room to stop in a hurry, should traffi c 
stop suddenly. Rear-end collisions are the most common type of work 
zone crashes.

 5. Allow extra time. Road construction can slow things down. Count 
on it, and plan for it.

 TxDOT also reminds motorists of the state’s Move Over/Slow Down 
law that requires drivers to move over a lane or reduce their speed to 20 
mph below the posted speed limit when approaching TxDOT, emergency, 
law enforcement, tow truck or utility vehicles stopped with fl ashing 
lights activated on the roadside.  Traffi c fi nes double in work zones when 
workers are present and can cost up to $2,000. Failure to heed the Move 
Over/Slow Down law can also result in a fi ne of up to $2,000.

Bucket trucks such as this one on South Street in Lindale this past week have been busy 
recently, giving trees an essential haircut to keep winter freezing risks to a minimum.

Photo by Terry Cannon

Part of East Texas’ beauty, aside 
from the spectacular displays of 
wildfl owers along roadsides and 
in parks and landscapes, is the 
glorious foliage provided by trees 
in fall and summer.

But this winter, a vicious freeze 
not only caused residents to shiver 
but adversely affected trees, caus-
ing downed power lines and traffi c 
hazards.

So once the weather became 
more spring-like, it became neces-
sary to trim these towering testa-
ments to Mother Nature’s palette.

For the past few weeks tree 

Tree trimmers perform proactive service
trimming services have been out 
in force across East Texas, includ-
ing Lindale.

These trimmers’ mission is al-
ways the same: make sure to prune 
away the branches that could pose 
a threat if another blast of Old Man 
Winter arrived several months 
from now.

This isn’t the fi rst time towering 
trees such as pines and oaks have 
unintentionally posed a threat to 
East Texans. When winter rains 
turn to ice, homeowners cast a 
wary eye upward and hope that 
magnifi cent species in the back-

yard doesn’t snap from the heavy 
coating of ice.

Tree trimming services have a 
double responsibility: keep homes 
safe while making sure the trees 
have been trimmed adequately so 
they no longer will be a threat to 
power lines, which will pay off 
next winter.

So when you see a tree trim-
ming bucket truck along the side 
of the road, make sure you give 
them plenty of space. These busy 
people are helping to make sure 
winter power outages are kept to 
a minimum.
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Downtown two-car wreck
No one was seriously injured from this two car wreck early Thursday morning during the usual busy time involving school 
traffi c. Lindale police offi cers and emergency vehicles were quick on the scene and traffi c fl ow continued in short order.

Photo by Terry Cannon

BARDWELL

Bardwell picked 
for newspaper 
Hall of Fame

Nominees may come from any 
facet of the newspaper business, in-
cluding editorial, photojournalism, 
advertising, business, production, 
circulation, management or any 
combination of backgrounds.

P h i l  M a -
jor, publisher 
of the Wood 
County Moni-
tor, nominated 
Suzanne stat-
ing:

• Have made 
an outstanding 
contribution to 

Texas newspa-
per journalism or, through Texas 
journalism, to newspaper journal-
ism generally, or

• Have made an extraordinary 
contribution to their communities, 
regions, the state of Texas or the 
nation through newspaper journal-
ism, or

• Have advanced the legacy of a 
free and responsible press, and

• Have inspired others to improve 
the quality of the profession of 
journalism.

When Suzanne Bardwell passed 
away suddenly on Jan. 7, 2022, the 
breadth and depth of her contribu-
tion to community journalism was 
instantly brought into sharp focus.

She was my friend, so I did not 
think of her in Hall of Fame terms, 
but when the idea was suggested, 
my fi rst thought was that she was 
one of the most Hall-of-Fame 
people I have ever known.

As I read through the description 
of those deserving nomination to 
the hall (above), she easily checks 
all those boxes.

Perhaps the greatest testament 
came in the days following her 
death when, thanks to social media, 
those offering accolades numbered 
well over 1,000. I’m sure she would 
have appreciated the irony that it 
came form a media she despised.

These poignant comments told 
many stories. What shone through 
was that she had accomplished her 
purpose. Many of those comments 
came from former journalism stu-
dents, and it was clear that she had 
taught them to write well, and to do 
so with passion.

I won’t print those comments but 
would invite you to view a sampling 
on the Gladewater Mirror Face-
book page in the days following 
her death.

That alone is an incredible legacy 
to Texas journalism. I wish there 
were statistics that would show 
the contributions her students have 
made to society.

Then after 33 years in the class-
room, all the while supporting 
community journalism through the 
scholarship committee of the North 
and East Texas Press Association, 
and being the backstop, supporter 
and cheerleader for her husband, 
Jim, a career community newspaper 
man, she “retired.” More like jump-
ing out of the frying pan.

Her work on the scholarship com-
mittee was actually just an exten-
sion of her life’s work as a teacher, 
helping shepherd her students on to 
the next level. And beyond that she 
served as a contest judge numerous 
times (newspaper and high school 

Karen Phillips, 65, of Tyler and wife of Smith County Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Terry Phillips, was arrested Tuesday, April 4 on one count of interfering 
with public duties after she allegedly attempted to prevent the arrest of her 
son Derrick Phillips, court records show.

She was released from the Smith County Jail 
later that day after posting a $1,000 bond. The 
charge is a Class B Misdemeanor.

Smith County District Attorney Jacob Putnam 
announced that under current law, his offi ce can-
not prosecute the case and will instead be turned 
over to an outside prosecutor.

“My offi ce is committed to seeing justice done 
in every case and prosecuting every case equally, 
regardless of whom the defendant is,’’ Putnam 
said. “There are circumstances under the law, 
however, that require my offi ce to recuse and have 

a visiting prosecutor appointed.” 
The district attorney added that while his offi ce is duty bound to prosecute 

all cases within the county, all attorneys “are bound by the Texas Rule of 
Professional Conduct, which prohibit lawyers from having confl icts with 
their clients,’’ and since Terry Phillips is a county commissioner, he is in fact 
a “client of the Smith County District Attorney’s Offi ce for certain matters.’’

Putnam said that “prosecuting the son and spouse of a current client could 
lead to potential legal confl icts of interest with Commissioner Phillips, es-
pecially if he is a witness to the events that transpired on March 28, 2023.’’

According to Smith County Sheriff’s Offi ce spokesman Larry Christian, 
deputies sought to arrest Derrick Phillips based on a March 28 incident dur-
ing a traffi c stop in the area of Farm to Market Road 14.

Derrick Phillips allegedly interfered with a traffi c stop involving another 

Wife of county commissioner faces charges after incidence at residence
man, Cody Voss, who was being pulled over for having one of his tail lights 
out on his vehicle.

A deputy attempted to pull over Voss’ vehicle for the tail lights issue while 
driving on FM 14, but instead of stopping, Voss pulled into the Phillips’ 
residence, Christian said. 

Derek Phillips was driving in front of Voss and he got involved with the 
traffi c stop, Christian said, adding that Phillips soon became belligerent and 
another deputy came to assist with the arrest.

When a second deputy arrived to provide assistance, an attempt was made 
to arrest Derrick Phillips, who then ran into the residence.

Christian said deputies tried to restrain him and that Phillips then dropped 
himself to the ground and refused to move once he was brought outside, 
court documents show.

Phillips was ultimately charged with resisting arrest, interfering with pub-
lic duties and evading arrest or detention. He was released from the Smith 
County Jail after posting a $4,500 bond on March 29.

Voss was arrested on charges of failure to identify and held on a $250 bond 
before being released on March 29.

Smith County Larry Smith said after reviewing bodycam and dashcam 
video of the incident, the decision was made to arrest Karen Phillips.

“Karen Phillips could be seen interrupting the traffi c stop,” Smith said.” 
She attempted to grab the deputy as he was running after the Phillips’ son. 
And then tried to get between them as he (deputy) was getting the Phillips’ 
son out of the house and into the marked unit.”

Smith said Karen Phillips could be heard on multiple video clips of the 
incident using foul language directed at his deputies.

“I’m not going to say what she was saying,’’ he said. “At some point in time, 
people will be able to see and hear for themselves what she was saying. I’m 
ashamed to say those things a public offi cial would say towards my deputies.” 

A letter of support for a grant application to the Federal Railroad 
Administration’s Corridor Identifi cation and Development Program for 
continued funding for passenger rail service through East Texas was 
approved by the Smith County Commissioners during their weekly 
meeting on April 4.

The letter, written by Smith County Judge Neal Franklin, was unani-
mously approved by commissioners.

The grant application is from the I-20 Corridor Long-Distance Pas-
senger Rail Connection and East Texas Council of Governments.

Using existing track, the route would begin in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area, connect with Marshall and then to Meridian, Miss., before eventu-
ally winding up in New York City and connecting cities along the route.

In April, 2022, commissioners were briefed on the project by Christina 
Anderson of the I-20 Corridor Council, which is based in Marshall.

During that meeting Anderson pointed out as highway traffi c numbers 
increase on I-20, a passenger rail line connecting two large metropolitan 
areas – D/FW and Atlanta and serving East Texas as well – would be a 

“great return on investment’’ because the route is on an existing right-
of-way.

“We believe with the work we’ve been doing (on the rail project) we 
can be in a place to push this very important transportation project over 
the goal line,’’ she said.

She said her group began developing support for the project several 
years ago.

“We began to reach to the west as well as to the east in building grass-
roots support for the project and we’ve managed to sustain this support 
through the years,’’ she added.

So far, $16 billion has been earmarked for long distance rail by the fed-
eral government and by forming a multi-state coalition – Texas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Georgia – the railway would be economically viable.

“It would not get in the way of regular train service,’’ she said. “And 
we are so proud to include Smith County in this initiative.’’

Anderson said Amtrak would choose the number of cars for each train 
running on the line with approximately 30 passengers per car.

County commissioners support rail service

Lindale High School senior offensive/defensive line-
man Will Hutchens has been named to the Texas High 
School Coaches Association Super Elite Team in Class 
4A, publicity offi cials announced this week.

Hutchens, who has signed to play with the Sam 
Houston State Bearkats in the fall, was named the 
District 9-4A Division I Offensive Lineman of the 
year for 2022. 

He made 41 starts for the Eagles during his three-
year varsity career and contributed to offenses that accumulated more 
than 17,000 total yards, including 10,123 yards on the ground and 142 
touchdowns.

Hutchens only allowed two sacks during his three years with the LHS 
varsity and as a senior, he graded out at 89 percent with 61 knockdowns, 
57 pancake blocks and no sacks allowed.

He was also named fi rst team All-District in 2021.
“This is a very special young man,’’ LHS Head Coach Chris Cochran 

said of Hutchens. “We are going to miss who he is as a player and a 
young man.’’ 

He was named fi rst team All-District in 2021.
These awards recognize high school athletes across Texas in all sports 

beginning in the Fall of the 2022-23 school year. 
The THSCA Super Elite Teams consists of high school players 

Lindale’s Will Hutchens named to THSCA Super Elite Class 4A team

Continued on Page 2
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House OKs 
$4.5 billion 
for teacher 
pay raises
The Texas House last Thursday 

passed two education-related bills, 
one that allocates $4.5 billion for 
teacher pay raises and another to 
increase the annual per-student base 
funding from $6,160 to $6,300 – a 
2.3% increase.

The Austin American-Statesman 
reported the bill would create mini-
mum salaries for teachers ranging 
from $35,000 to $63,000 depending 
on experience and level of educa-
tion. It would also increase funding 
for special education and fi ne arts.

Some education advocates worry 
the per-student funding is insuf-
fi cient to keep up with infl ation, 
which has grown by 17% in the last 
four years, the Statesman reported.

The bill also creates a method to 
adjust the per-student funding for 
infl ation every other year, starting 
in 2025.

Bill calls for 
armed offi cers 
at all schools
A bill that would require school 

districts to place at least one armed 
offi cer on each campus has passed 
the Texas House, the Statesman re-
ported. The measure comes almost 
a year after a gunman killed 19 
children and two teachers in a mass 
shooting in Uvalde last May.

Any offi cer or school employee 
would have to complete handgun 
safety training. The measure also re-
quires at least one audit for intruder 
detection each year in all districts. 
The state would provide at least 
$100 per student and $15,000 per 
campus to maintain and improve 
school safety.

State Sen. Roland Gutierrez, D-
San Antonio, has fi led several gun 
control measures in that chamber 
that have yet to receive a hearing. 
Gutierrez represents Uvalde and 
says more needs to be done besides 
the House measure.

Thank a teacher 
on this very 
special week

As we honor our local teachers 
this next week during Teacher Ap-
preciation Week - May 8-12 - it is 
seesm appropriate for us to have 
some homework and learn jutt how 
teaching began.

Teaching is one of the oldest 
professions – in 561BC, the fi rst 
private teacher in history was one 
of the most learned men of all time, 
Confucius. In Ancient Greece, 
there was huge value placed on 
educating children, and in the 
1600s the Pilgrims also placed a 
similar emphasis on the practice. 

By the 19th century, politicians 
began to believe that education 
was needed for political order, and 
elementary through college educa-
tion was widespread and public, 
and the need for teachers has been 
growing ever since!

Though the origins of Teacher 
Appreciation Week are somewhat 
murky, it’s clear that it was in 1944 
that an Arkansas school teacher, 
Mattye White Woodridge, wrote to 
politicians and educational profes-
sionals about the demand for a day 
to appreciate teachers. However, it 
wasn’t for nearly a decade until the 
idea was introduced to Congress 
by none other than Eleanor Roos-
evelt. In 1953, she was successful 
in convincing lawmakers to adopt 
the day.

After the National Education 
Association (NEA) and Kansas 
and Indiana state affi liates lobbied 
Congress again to create National 
Teacher Day on March 7, 1980, 
they continued to observe it yearly 
even though Congress did not. 
They did this until 1985 when the 
Assembly transformed the single 
day into the fi rst full week of May. 

Teacher Appreciation Day is 
described by the NEA, which 
spearheads the weeklong event, as 
“a day for honoring teachers and 
recognizing the lasting contribu-
tions they make to our lives.” Each 
year they provide social media 
kits, printable teacher achievement 
certifi cates, contests, and gift sug-
gestions to help teachers feel all 
the appreciation we have for them.

With a second straight win over the Van Vandals on 
Friday, April 28 by the score of 4-2, the Lindale High 
School Eagles captured the 16-4A baseball championship 
with a 9-1 mark.

The Eagles are scheduled to take on the third place team 
in 15-4A, Pittsburg, on Saturday, May 6 in bi-district.

Lindale is now 19-6-1 for the season.
This past Friday in Lindale, the Eagles and Vandals were 

tied 1-1 after one, and fell behind 2-1 going into the bottom 
of the fi fth. But the Eagles put the game away with three 
runs to secure the district title.

Leading the way at the plate, Hudson Legrow slapped 
out two hits, while Ty McCoy, Jacob Curbow, Ryan Betts, 
Carson Plunkett, Jake Powell and Kaden Fleming each 
added a hit apiece.

Legrow was the winning pitcher as well, allowing just 
fi ve hits, striking out six and walking just two in his seven 
innings of work.

But the Eagles put the game away with three runs to 
secure the district title.

The previous week, Lindale defeated the Vandals in Van.
Lindale 9, Van 7

Miles Keith slugged a homer and a double among his 
three hits to help the Lindale High School Eagles take a 
9-7 win over Van this past week in Van.

With the victory, Lindale improved to 8-1 in District 

Eagles grab district title with 2nd win over Van
16-4A and 18-6-1 overall.

The Eagles sit atop the league standings with a one-
game lead over Brownsboro and Van, both at 7-2.

Against the Vandals, the Eagles fell behind 4-1 after 
the fi rst, but chipped away with runs in each of the next 
six innings.

A three-run second tied the game, and single runs 
in the third, fourth and fi fth built a 7-6 lead after fi ve.

In the sixth, the Eagles scored two more and held off 
the Vandals in the sixth and seventh.

Adding offense for the Eagles were Kaden Fleming 
with a double and two singles, Ryan Betts with two 
singles and a double, Jake Powell contributed a pair of 
singles, Carson Plunkett slugged a double and a single 
and Ty McCoy had a double.

Betts went four innings and collected the win, allow-
ing six hits and six runs, fi ve earned. He fanned six. 
Waggoner posted the save in three innings of work with 
four strikeouts and a walk.

LINDALE 7, ATHENS 0 (April 18)
LINDALE 9, ATHENS 3 (April 21)

In other district action, the Eagles took a pair from 
Athens, 7-0 on April 18 in Lindale and 9-3 on April 21 
in Athens. In the fi rst game, the Eagles scored three in 
the third, two more in the fourth and two in the sixth to 
complete the win.

Lindale High School’s run in 
the state UIL tennis tournament 
ended this past week (April 25) at 
Annemarie Tennis Center in San 
Antonio with all six participants 
suffering losses.

Players from Lindale included 
Taegan Michel, Breanna Taylor, 
Bailee Lane, Emilio Rodriguez, 
Soren Peterson and Hayden Harry.

In girls singles, Bailee Lane 
defeated Jessie Stephen of Wichita 
Falls, 6-3 and 6-4 in the quarterfi -

Lindale netters fall at UIL tournament
nals before falling in the semifi nals 
to Rylee Michna of Taylor, 6-0 
and 6-0.

The girls doubles team of Tae-
gan Michel and Breanna Taylor 
downed Pierce and Cook from 
Wimberley, 6-4 and 6-2 before 
falling in the semifi nals to Lightner 
and Lightner of Bullard, 4-6, 6-4 
and 6-1.

The Bullard duo went on to win 
the championship on Wednesday.

In boys doubles, Soren Peterson 

and Hayden Harry knocked off 
Scott and Warren of Gatesville, 
6-3, 4-6 and 6-2 before losing in the 
semifi nals to Gonzalez and Gon-
zalez of Boerne, 6-2, 4-6 and 6-4.

In boys singles, John Moore of 
Wemberley High School defeated 
Emilio Rodriguez, 7-5, 3-6 and 7-6. 

Smith County Commissioners reappointed Marsha 
Daugherty to another two-year term to the Board of Direc-
tors of the North East Texas Regional Mobility Authority 
during their regular weekly meeting on April 25.

Commissioners unanimously approved her reappoint-
ment. County Judge Neal Franklin said that Kevin Fowler 
had also applied for the position.

Her term will end Jan. 31, 2025.
NETRMA is an independent government agency de-

signed to “accelerate the development of infrastructure 
projects in North East Texas,’’ according to its web site.

Established in 2004, NET RMA is governed by 21 mem-
bers on its board of directors from Bowie, Camp, Cass, 
Cherokee, Gregg, Harrison, Kaufman, Panola, Rusk, Smith, 
Titus, Upshur and Van Zandt and Wood counties.

These RMAs were established across the state after an 
initiative was passed by the legislature in 2001.

NET RMA oversees Loop 49 and the Lindale Bypass 
Route which was opened in 2018. This section of the toll 
road covers just under seven miles and connects I-20 to 
U.S. 69 north of Lindale.

Commissioners also heard a presentation from David 
Quin, Program Manager of Texas Conference of Urban 
Counties Public Power Pool concerning the group’s new 
electricity contract for Smith County.

Commissioners appoint NET RMA board member
Quin said the power pool, created in 2002, “has 

saved counties more than $194 million’’ in that time 
and manages more than 3,200 different accounts 
across Texas.

It serves several neighboring counties of Smith 
County, Quin said as well as 95 political subdivi-
sions.

Since 2019 when Smith County first joined 
the group, the county has saved approximately 
$944,000.

The group reaches out to negotiate new contracts 
with each entity which will be of the best benefi t 
to each county, Quin said.

Quin said that due to considerable uncertainty 
in the market place, this year’s rate for the county 
will be $1.94 million, an increase of $375,000 
from last year.

Precinct 3 Commissioner Terry Phillips pointed 
out this was still a good deal for the county.

“This is really, really cheap,’’ he said. “It’s hard 
to get this with the delivery (costs) and everything.’’

Quin agreed - “Yes, this is signifi cantly less that 
what residential customers are paying. We will 
always do our dead level best to get the cheapest 
price possible.’’
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Four seek Lindale 
ISD trustee seats

Four candidates will be vying for two positions on the Lindale ISD 
Board of Trustees as early voting continues for the May 6 election.

Place 3 incumbent Ragan Burgess will be challenged by Barbara Cain 
and Place 4 incumbent Karen Gott will face Rameka Griffi n.

For the city of Lindale, council members voted in March to cancel the 
May 6 election because Bob Tardiff, Place 1 and Bryan Summerville, 
Place 3, did not draw an opponent.

Both men served previously on the council but resigned in April, 2022, 
because the term limits clause in the city charter states council members 
must wait a year before running again. 

By resigning a month before their term ended, both men were able to 
run this year. 

Currently Rick Thelen holds the place 1 seat but didn’t seek reelection. 
He has been on the council since 2016. Ginger Sims, who is also the 
Mayor Pro Tem, termed out after having served since 2007. 

Summerville and Tardiff joined the council in 2012. The city charter 
specifi es council members can serve three, three-year terms before step-
ping down. 

Early voting for the election is 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 
April 27-28, and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday and Tuesday, May 1-2. There 
will be fi ve early voting locations and nine Election Day polling places. 
Election Day will be 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, May 6.

The Lindale Masonic Lodge, 200 W. Margaret Street, is the early vot-
ing location as well as the site for Election Day.

Other county locations for early voting include:
--Chapel Hill Administration Building: 11134 CR 2249, Tyler;
-- The HUB: 304 E. Ferguson Street, Tyler; 
-- Noonday Community Center: 16662 CR 196, Tyler;
-- St. Violet Baptist Church: 14129 FM 2767, Tyler
Election Day voting locations include:
-- Bullard Southern Baptist Church: 716 N. Houston Street, Bullard;
-- Chapel Hill Fire Department: 13801 CR 220, Tyler;
-- Main Location The HUB, 304 E. Ferguson Street, Tyler;
-- New Harmony Baptist Church: 10251 FM 724, Tyler;
-- Noonday Community Center: 16662 CR 196, Tyler;
-- St. Violet Baptist Church: 14129 FM 2767, Tyler;
-- Three Lakes Middle: 2445 Three Lakes Parkway, Tyler;
-- Victor Kay Gymnasium: 605 Wildcat Drive, Winona
To be eligible to register to vote in Texas, you must: 
-- be a U.S. citizen; 
-- be a resident of the county; 
-- be 18 years old (you may register at 17 years and 10 months); 
-- not a convicted felon (unless a person’s sentence is completed, 

including any probation or parole);
-- not declared mentally incapacitated by a court of law.
For more information, visit: www.smith-county.com/government/

departments/elections/current-election-information

Three suspects arrested 
in local fuel thefts

Three Dallas-area suspects have been arrested in connection with 
the theft of thousands of gallons of diesel fuel – including stations 
in Lindale – which were then resold at a large profi t for the thieves, 
court records show.

The three arrested – Ramon Perez Torrez, 29 of Mesquite, Duni-
esky Ondarza Gonzalez, 36 of Dallas and Camila Cruz Concepcion, 
25, of Dallas – are currently in the Smith County Jail on bonds of 
$750,000 each.

An arrest affi davit described the method for stealing the fuel is 
known as “pulsar tampering’’ where a pump is manipulated into dis-
pensing less fuel than it actually does.

The pulsar device is a part of the pump that records the amount of 
fuel and those tampering with the pump remove parts of the pulsar 
and attach a battery-operated device that causes the pump to count 
much slower than it actually does, up to 1/20th of the amount.

This stolen fuel is then sold at a rate which undercuts the market 
price.

Two stations in Lindale were affected, with the fi rst losing a reported 
1,783 gallons worth $7,827 and the second, 709 gallons worth $3,183.

Another Smith County location was victimized for 504 gallons 
worth $2,200.

Others stations in East Texas victimized include:
-- The city of Mabank, in which 119 gallons of fuel were reported 

missing from the affected station, as well as an estimated $1,099.67 
worth of damage to the pulsar device.

-- The city of Palestine, in which 264 gallons of diesel were stolen 
throughout the night, which the station valued at $1,214.14.

-- The city of Elkhart, in which an estimated $1,996 worth of diesel 
was stolen in the same fashion.

This investigation began in June, 2022 and concluded in August, 
2022.

Security cameras and payment records at each station helped identify 
the suspects and that they were working together.

Downtown 
water tower 
dedication 
set May 3

A lighting and dedication cer-
emony for the refurbished, historic 
downtown water tower is planned 
for 8:30 p.m., Wednesday, May 3, 
city offi cials announced.

The dedication was announced 
during the city council’s regular 
meeting on April 18 at city hall.

“This is something (the city) 
has discussed for some time,’’ say 
Mayor Jeff Daugherty. “It will part 
of making our downtown unique.’’

Daugherty pointed out money 
for the renovations has come from 
the city’s hotel/motel tax, meaning 
no tax dollars were used.

The water tower, which hasn’t 
been in use for some time thanks to 
the larger capacity ones near Lin-
dale High School (200,000 gallons) 
and the newest one by the Lindale 
Industrial Park (500,000 gallons). 

Considered a part of the historic 
footprint of downtown, it has been 
in disrepair for a few years.

City offi cials wanted to make 
sure the tower was preserved but 
also were interested in making it a 
show piece in the area.

It will be operated by a computer 
program and two city staffers will 
be on call to ensure the tower re-
mains illuminated each night.

On specifi c days, such as football 
Fridays and holidays, different 
colors will be fl ashed depending 
on the event.

Daugherty envisions on football 
game nights, the tower will glow 
blue and white and perhaps during 
Christmas fl ash greens and reds. 
On the Fourth of July, the tower 
could be bathed in red, white and 

blue.
The original tower was built in 

the early 1940s and had seriously 
began showing its age over the past 
couple of decades, Daugherty said, 
adding that it hasn’t been in service 
for many years.

“It will be the talk of the town 
for a long time,’’ the mayor said.

In other action during the April 
18 meeting, council members:

--Approved repairing the roof 
at the Old Mill Pond Museum, 

which has been leaking due to 
rusted areas.

-- Approved a charge over cost 
of $34,514 to Securitas Electronic 
Security Inc. for additional security 
cameras at city hall and $25,900 
over cost for city parks and other 
outside areas.

-- OK’d the building of two new 
storage buildings at the North Side 
Sewer Plant for city records and 
police storage. City staff will over-
see and build the facilities.

A dedication ceremony is scheduled for the refurbished, 
historic Lindale water tower on Wednesday, May 3.

Photo by Terry Cannon

Commissioners 
approve election 
precinct changes

Smith County Commissioners 
approved boundary changes for 
some county election precincts 
– including one for Lindale – dur-
ing their regular meeting this past 
Tuesday, said Public Information 
Offi cer Casey Murphy.

For Lindale, Precinct 19 was 
changed to match the city limits 
with the precinct boundary, while 
Precinct 15 was changed to match 
the city of Hideaway city limits 
with the precinct boundary.

Commissioners approved these 
changes to comply with the Texas 
Election Code and after a presenta-
tion by County Elections Admin-
istrator Michelle Allcon.

The proposed changes stem 
from population growth in some 
areas, other areas being annexed 
by the city of Tyler or city of 
Lindale, and changes needed after 
redistricting, Allcon said.

Smith County’s election pre-
cincts will grow from 72 to 75. 
All three precincts being split are 
Republican, Allcon said. 

The precinct boundaries are 
required to be reviewed every 
two years.

The changes approved by Com-
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Neck or Back Pain? We Can Help
Auto Accident • Work Injury

Sports/Athletic Injury

Fort Hood renamed 
after Korean, 

Vietnam war hero
It’s offi cial. Fort Hood, named 

for a high-ranking Confederate 
offi cer in the Civil War, has been 
renamed Fort Cavazos, in honor of 
native Texan Richard E. Cavazos, 
the country’s fi rst Hispanic four-star 
general.

Fort Cavazos is the Army’s larg-
est armored, active-duty military 
installation, according to a report in 
the Austin American-Statesman. It 
is one of nine that are being renamed 
around the country, based on recom-
mendations from a naming com-
mittee commissioned by Congress 
to remove the names, symbols and 
displays that honor the Confederacy.

Cavazos was widely decorated 
for his service during the Korean 
and Vietnam wars, receiving two 
Distinguished Service Cross medals 
during his military career. He died 
in 2017 at 88.

State rep expelled 
from Texas House

The Texas House voted 147-0 to 
expel state Rep. Bryan Slaton after 
an investigating committee deter-
mined he engaged in inappropriate 
behavior with a 19-year-old legisla-
tive aide. Slaton, R-Royce City, was 
found to have had sexual intercourse 
with the aide, who works in his of-
fi ce, and to have supplied alcohol 
to an underaged person on at least 
three occasions, the Statesman 
reported.

Slaton resigned the day before the 
vote to expel him but would have 
remained an offi ceholder and been 
paid until a successor was elected 
through a special election.

“Expulsion of a member of this 
body is rare,” House Speaker Dade 
Phelan said. “Mr. Slaton’s predatory 
behavior merits such a consequence. 
I am proud of my colleagues for 
holding each of us accountable.”

Slaton is the fi rst House member 
to be expelled since 1927, according 
to the Statesman.

House considers 
modifi ed voucher bill

An 80-page version of the Sen-
ate’s school voucher proposal is 
now before the House education 
committee, the Texas Tribune 
reported. This version would cut 
the number of students eligible for 
the program, modify the state’s 
standardized testing program, and 
eliminate the Senate bill’s restric-
tion on teaching about gender and 
sexual orientation.

A move to get the bill quickly out 
of committee failed after state Rep. 
Ernest Bailes, R-Shepherd, ques-
tioned why the committee wanted 
to move forward without holding a 
public hearing.

The Lindale High School Eagles continued their march through the 
Class 4A UIL baseball playoffs this past week with a sweep of the Nevada 
Community Braves in the area round.

Next up for the Eagles is the regional round against Texarkana Pleas-
ant Grove, which defeated Ferris in two straight this past week.On 
Thursday, the Eagles took a 6-1 win and on Friday, Lindale shut down 
the Braves, 10-0.

LINDALE 6, COMMUNITY 1
Ryan Betts went the distance on the mound for the Eagles, spacing out 

fi ve hits and fanning two, while allowing fi ve walks.
Jake Curbow drove in a pair of runs for the Eagles with a triple, while 

Jake Powell also had two RBIs.
Lindale jumped out to a 5-0 lead in the fi rst and were never seriously 

threatened.
Other hitters for the Eagles on Friday were Miles Keith, Hudson 

Legrow and Plunkett, with the latter two also adding RBIs.

Eagles earn regional baseball berth
LINDALE 10, COMMUNITY 0

On Saturday at a neutral site in Kennedale, the Eagles only needed fi ve 
innings to subdue the Braves in a 10-0 victory.

Legrow was the winner on the mound, allowing just one hit while 
fanning four. He walked just two.

Luke Waggoner doubled and singled for the Eagles, while Kaden 
Fleming drove in a pair of runs.

Ryan Betts, Curbow, McCoy and Waggoner all had hits for the Eagles.
BI-DISTRICT ACTION

Prior to their meeting with Community, the Eagles took down Paris 
the week before, again completing a two-game sweep.

On Friday, May 5, Lindale dominated the Wildcats in Game 2 of their 
bi-district playoff, 13-2, at the Lindale High School Baseball and Softball 
Complex.The day before, in Paris, the Eagles took game one, 6-3.

The Eagles wasted little time in disposing of the Wildcats on Friday, 
plating 11 runs in the bottom of the fi rst enroute to the win.

Recipe for drawing a crowd
On Tuesday, May 9, fans of Miranda Lambert lined up outside the Pink Pistol in downtown 
Lindale at a cookbook signing by the country music superstar. The event was limited to 
those who held tickets and all 200 of them were snapped up online in less than a minute, 
tourism offi cials said.                   Photo by Terry Cannon

Eagle track stars 
earn medals at 

state tournament
Lindale High School’s track 

competitors captured several med-
als at the UIL Class 4A Track Meet 
in Austin this past week as the 
Maya brothers – Colter and Brett 
– sprinted to a fi rst and third place, 
respectively, in their events while 
pole vaulter Justin Seekford won a 
second place for the Eagles.

The meet took place on Thurs-
day, May 11 at Mike A. Myers 
Stadium.

Colter Maya raced to a fi rst place 
time of 47.78 seconds in the 400 
meters while brother Brett fi nished 
third in the 200 meters with a time 
of 21.7. He also took fourth in the 
100 meters with a time of 10.66.

Seekford turned in an effort of 15 
feet in the pole vault for his second 
place fi nish.

Lindale’s 4 X 100 relay team of 
Michael Shannon, Colter Maya, 
Kaden Baze and Brett Maya turned 
in a time of 42.36 for fi fth place. 
Gilmer’s team of Tyson Wilson, 
Rohan Fluellen, Ta’Erik Tate and 
Will Henderson won the event with 
a time of 41.15.

Overall, Lindale’s team fi nished 
fifth with 32 points. Gilmer’s 
Buckeyes won the 4A boys crown 
with 58 points. 

Gilmer’s Will Henderson won 
the Class 4A boys 100-meter dash 
at 10.28. 

Garrett Nuckolls of Bullard cap-
tured third place in the boys high 
jump in Class 4A with a height of 
6-6. Cyrus Mahan of Van Alstyne 
was fi rst with an effort of 6-10.

In the Class 4A boys discus, 
Gilmer’s Lucas Cano was third 
(167-6), followed by Kilgore’s 
Peyton Christian (165-9) at fourth 
and Kilgore’s Braydon Nelson at 
fi fth (165-1).

A week after disrupting the Smith County Commis-
sioner’s Court meeting on May 2, Lance Phillips, the 
son of Precinct 3 Commissioner Terry Phillips and 
County Clerk Karen Phillips, was handcuffed and re-
moved from the courtroom during the commissioner’s 
meeting on May 9.

Lance Phillips was handcuffed and led out of the 
courtroom by sheriff’s deputies after shouting “let her 
speak’’ when a woman, who had signed up to discuss 
the county jail operations instead began talking about 
Sheriff Larry Smith.

It was at this point County Judge Neal Franklin cut her 
off, saying she was violating the court’s rules concerning 
the public forum.

Lance Phillips could be heard shouting from the gal-
lery and at this point, Sheriff Smith ordered his deputies 
to escort him from the courtroom.

After being arrested, Phillips was charged with dis-
rupting a meeting or procession. He was later released 
from jail on a $500 surety bond.

Son of commissioner handcuffed, 
removed from court meeting

The previous week, Lance Phillips appeared 
during the public speaking portion of the com-
missioners’ meeting and after he went off topic, 
Franklin admonished him and ended the public 
forum session.

He indicated he wanted to speak on an agenda 
item dealing with replats in the county, but imme-
diately went in another direction.

“This is what can happen to you when you’re driv-
ing down Smith County roads. I just want to correct 
the slander against my family,” he said.

Franklin then interrupted him.
“I’m going to stop you right there. If you are not 

going to speak on the replats you cannot speak,’’ 
Franklin said.

Lance Phillips then returned to the gallery and 
began speaking from his seat.

“Mr. Phillips please do not call out from the 
crowd,’’ Franklin said. “Thank you.’’

At this point, Lance Phillips was escorted out of 
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Clock ticking 
on moving bills

The clock is ticking on getting 
bills out of the House and to the 
Texas Senate, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
warned last week in a story in the 
Austin American-Statesman. Pat-
rick presides over the Senate and 
is worried many bills that have 
made it out of House committees 
but have not gone before the full 
chamber will not be considered 
before the session ends.

“I previously expressed concern 
the House was far behind in the 
passage of bills and a train wreck 
was coming,” Patrick tweeted. At 
that time, more than 1,100 bills 
had made it out of committee but 
still had not been set on the House 
calendar. All bills must meet a May 
11 deadline for a second reading 
to be further considered for fi nal 
passage.

House Speaker Dade Phelan did 
not comment on Patrick’s concern 
but has put that chamber on a six-
day work schedule for the rest of 
the session.

Poll: Raise minimum 
age for gun purchases

A new poll released by the Texas 
Politics Project at the University 
of Texas at Austin indicates three-
fourths of Texans polled said they 
support raising the minimum age to 
purchase a fi rearm from 18 to 21, 
the Texas Standard reported.

“That included 91% of Demo-
crats and 64% of Republicans,” 
Joshua Blank, director of research, 
said. “This is a consistent fi nding, 
to be quite honest. We’ve asked 
this question before. We’ve asked 
similar questions. So, there’s an 
appetite in some ways for stricter 
gun laws in Texas. It’s just not 
something that is politically palat-
able in the process that we have.”

Six new state parks 
on the horizon

Texans will have the opportunity 
to enjoy six new state parks in 
the next 12 to 15 years, the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department 
announced recently. New parks 
in the works include Palo Pinto 
Mountains State Park near Fort 
Worth; the Dan A. Hughes Unit 
of the Devils River State Natural 
Area near Del Rio; Albert and 
Bessie Kronkosky State Natural 
Area near Boerne; Powderhorn 
State Park near Port Lavaca; Chi-
nati Mountains State Natural Area 
near Presidio; and Davis Hill State 
Natural Area near Houston.

Allred wants Cruz seat
A three-term Dallas-area con-

gressman is seeking the Demo-
cratic nomination for U.S. Senate 
in hopes of facing off against 
incumbent Republican Sen. Ted 
Cruz next year. 

May is Motorcycle 
Awareness Month
Thousands of Texas motorcy-

clists are seriously injured or killed 
in crashes every year, the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
reports. In 2022, 562 motorcycle 
riders were killed, an 8% increase 
over the previous year.

“People on motorcycles are more 
vulnerable on our roadways,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc 
Williams. “It’s important for driv-
ers to pay extra attention and look 
out for motorcycles — especially 
at intersections, when turning in 
front of oncoming traffi c and while 
changing lanes. We all want to get 
home safe.”

During May, which is Motor-
cycle Awareness Month, drivers 
are urged to observe these safety 
precautions:

● Stay alert. Even a momentary 
distraction, such as answering a 
phone call or changing the radio 
station, can have deadly conse-
quences.

● Pay special attention at inter-
sections. That is where one-third of 
motorcycle fatalities occur.

● Take extra care when making 
left turns. Always assume motor-
cycles are closer than they appear.

● Stay back and maintain a safe 
following distance.

● Slow down and observe 
posted speed limits.

City offi cials and a large gathering of Lindale 
residents were on hand Wednesday (May 3) night for 
the dedication and fi rst lighting of the city’s historic 
and refurbished downtown water tower.

Everyone in attendance was bathed in soft blues 
and bright reds and greens as the lighted tower made 
a spectacular debut.

Mayor Jeff Daugherty noted the tower, which has 
been out of service for many years, has been a topic 
of discussion among city offi cials and residents who 
didn’t want it to lose its historic importance.

“This is something (the city) has discussed for 
some time,’’ said the mayor. “It will part of making 
our downtown unique.’’

Money for the renovations has come from the 
city’s hotel/motel tax, meaning no tax dollars were 
used, Daugherty said.

The water tower, built in the 1940s, was deemed 

Downtown Lindale aglow thanks 
to refurbished water tower

unnecessary after the newer ones – at Lindale High School 
and the Lindale Industrial Park – came on line.

The one next to the high school has a capacity of 
200,000 gallons and the newest one by the Lindale In-
dustrial Park has a 500,000-gallon capacity.

Considered a part of the historic footprint of downtown, 
it has been in disrepair for a few years.

It will be operated by a computer program and two 
city staffers will be on call to ensure the tower remains 
illuminated each night.

On specifi c days, such as football Fridays and holidays, 
different colors will be fl ashed depending on the event.

Daugherty envisions on football game nights, the tower 
will glow blue and white and perhaps during Christmas 
fl ash greens and reds. On the Fourth of July, the tower 
could be bathed in red, white and blue.

“It will be the talk of the town for a long time,’’ the 
mayor said.

After a dedication ceremony on Wednesday May 3, city offi cials fl ipped a switch and the 
historic downtown water tower became a brilliant, blue beacon in the night.
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Lindale City Council members 
worked through a routine -- and 
rather short agenda -- Tuesday night 
(May 2) at city hall covering items 
from the City Tourism Department 
involving the sign at Collin Street 
Bakery and repairs at Picker’s Pa-
vilion. 

Mayor Pro Tem Ginger Sims — in 
her fi nal council meeting—chaired 
the meeting. Place 1 Councilman 
Rick Thelen also participated in his 
fi nal meeting. 

Both Sims and Thelen reached 
their term limits. Incoming council 
members Bob Tardiff and Bryan 
Summerville, who were unopposed 
in the May 6 election, will be sworn 
in at the May 16 council meeting. 

The billboard item at Collin Street 

Council backs billboard expense
Bakery was presented by City Tour-
ism Director Seong McLaren, who 
told the council she wants to extend 
the contract for a three-year contract 
with each year’s payment of due in 
October. The contract’s full cost is 
$9,000. 

The roof at Picker’s Pavilion needs 
repairs, McLaren said, because of 
leaks occurring after heavy rains. 

Expenditures for the two tourism 
items will be paid for out of hotel/
motel funds, McLaren said. Both 
motions passed unanimously. 

City Finance Director Jill Childs 
presented an item concerning im-
provements to the Criminal Justice 
Information System, which she said 
has crossover with the police depart-
ment and the regular city systems.  

City manager Carolyn Caldwell 
said the city must, by law, comply 

with the upgrade which will cost up 
to $10,000. It passed unanimously. 

Outgoing council members Ginger Sims and Rick Thelen were 
presented with personalized cakes before the city council 
meeting on Tuesday, May 2. 

LISD incumbents 
returned to board
Lindale voters returned Ragan 

Burgess and Karen Gott to the 
Lindale ISD Board of Trustees fol-
lowing Saturday’s election.

Burgess, the Place 3 trustee, de-
feated Barbara Cain by 909 votes 
to 238 votes or 79.2 percent to 20.7 
percent.

Gott, the Place 4 trustee, out-
polled Rameka Griffi n 940 votes 
to 216 votes, or 81.3 percent to 
18.6 percent.

The city of Lindale did not hold 
an election for two council seats 
because Bryan Summerville and 
Bob Tardiff didn’t draw an op-
ponent.
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LISD hires 
new junior 

high principal
The Lindale Independent School 

District is pleased to announce the 
hiring of Chad Hodges as the new 

assistant principal 
of Lindale Junior 
High. 

“I’m excited to 
get back to Lin-
dale, the place that 
we call home, the 
place where I met 
my wife, and it’s 

where our kids were born,” said 
Hodges. “It’s not a secret as to 
why Lindale is successful. There 
are great students, phenomenal 
teachers, loving and caring support 
staff, supporting administration, 
and championship academics and 
athletics. There’s a lot to be fi red 
up about when you talk about the 
school district. On top of that, it’s 
a great community to raise a fam-
ily and I’m excited to be back in 
Lindale ISD.”

Hodges is currently serving as 
the secondary assistant principal 
at Alba-Golden ISD. 

Previously, Hodges served as a 
teacher, coach, CTE chair, and as 
an assistant principal for Lindale 
ISD.

“We are so excited that Mr. 
Hodges is returning to Lindale 
ISD,” said Superintendent Stan 
Surratt. “Mr. Hodges has a reputa-
tion of building great relationships 
with students and parents. He is 
a kid magnet and a great fi t for 
Lindale Junior High.”

Hodges earned a Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree 
from Tarleton State University and 
a Master’s in Educational Leader-
ship from the University of Texas 
at Tyler.

Clark new 
LHS boys 

b’ball coach
The Lindale Independent School 

District is pleased to announce the 
hiring of Cedeno 
Clark as the new 
head basketball 
coach at Lindale 
High School. 

“I am extremely 
excited to become 
the next head boys 
basketball coach at 

Lindale High School,” said Clark. 
“I’ve had the privilege to com-

pete against Lindale in the past and 
always admired how the student-
athletes competed with respect, 
passion, and discipline toward the 
game of basketball. I look forward 
to serving the student-athletes, the 
high school community, and Lin-
dale ISD to the best of my ability 
in this next chapter of my life.”

Clark is currently the varsity 
assistant coach for the Lindale 
Eagles Basketball team and the 
head coach of the Lady Eagles 
Cross Country team. 

He also serves as a world ge-
ography teacher at Lindale High 
School.

Chris Grotemat, who had been 
the Lindale Head Coach for the 
past eight years, accepted an as-
sistant principal’s position in the 
White Oak ISD.

Previously, Clark served as a 
teacher and a coach at Tyler ISD 
for 17 years. He was the head boys 
basketball coach at Tyler High 
School for 9 of those years.

“We are super excited about 
Coach Clark,” said Superintendent 
Stan Surratt. “He has great experi-
ence as a head coach and superior 
knowledge of the game of basket-
ball. He is a wonderful teacher of 
the game.”

Clark earned a Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree 
from Jarvis Christian University 
and a Master’s in Education Ad-
ministration from Grand Canyon 
University. 

LHS Class of 
2023 receives 

diplomas
The culmination of 12 years 

of schooling came for more 
than 300 Lindale High School 
seniors Friday night at Eagle 
Stadium as Lindale ISD of-
fi cials conferred degrees to the 
graduates. 

Dignitaries included the Lin-
dale ISD board of trustees, LHS 
principal Jeremy Chilek and 
other district offi cials. 

The class was led this year 
by Valedictorian Madeleine 
Morton and Salutatorian Kirby 
Kleam.

Superintendent Stan Surratt 
congratulated the graduates and 
cited their many accomplish-
ments from academics to UIL 
athletic and arts competitions. 

“This class is outstanding 
in academics and we are very 
proud that our district is the 
highest rated district in East 
Texas,” he said. “Thank you 
seniors, you have represented 
your city, your family and your 
school in the best possible 
manner. 

“I encourage every one of 
you to enjoy every experience 
every day,” he said. “Do not 
ever forget your school, your 
friends and teachers as you 
move on in life.” 

He added that this year’s 
seniors are not limited in the 
future. 

“Just continue to be the great 
seniors that you are now,” he 
said, “and you will be a suc-
cess.’’ 

Valedictorian Madeleine 
Morton, in her valedictory ad-
dress, refl ected on her time in 
the Lindale ISD family and 
how it has prepared her for her 
future. 

In her address, she empha-
sized the importance of keeping 
people who are important to you 
as close as possible, and that we 

should want live in the present. 
“It’s not a coincidence that 

the word ‘present’ has two mean-
ings,’’ she said. “Life is a present 
and in order to enjoy it you must 
live in the present.’’

Morton compiled a 108.4 GPA 
at LHS and is planning to attend 
Union College in Schenectady, 
N.Y. This fall. While at LHS, she 
served on the student council, and 
is a member of the National Honor 

Society and Key Club. 
At Union College, she plans 

to major in biochemistry and 
eventually pursue a career as a 
pediatric surgeon, specializing 
in cardiology or orthopedics. 

Morton is the daughter of 
Michael and Jackie Morton. 

Kirby Kleam, the daughter 
of Justin and Lee Anne Kleam, 
carried a 106.6 GPA through 

Lindale High School Principal Jeremy Chilek presented 
diplomas to the graduating class of 2023 Friday night at 
Eagle Stadium.         Photos by Terry Cannon

Lindale High School Valedictorian Madeleine Morton offered 
words of encouragement to her fellow seniors during gradu-
ation ceremonies Friday night at Eagle Stadium.

A motion made by Smith County Precinct 3 Commissioner Terry 
Phillips to amend the commissioner court’s Rules of Decorum to allow 
public comment on items other than agenda items died for lack of a 
second during the court’s regular weekly meeting on May 23.

Phillips, whose precinct includes Lindale, is the father of Lance and 
Derrick Phillips and husband of county clerk Karen Phillips. Lance 
Phillips, who had tried to speak on two separate occasions on items that 
weren’t on the agenda, was handcuffed and taken from the court room 
during the May 9 meeting by sheriff’s deputies after shouting during 
the meeting.

On May 2, Lance Phillips appeared during public speaking portion of 
the commissioners’ meeting and after he went off topic, Smith County 
Judge Neal Franklin admonished him and ended the public forum session.

At the May 23 meeting, several speakers addressed the fi rst agenda item 
which was to “consider and take necessary action to approve revisions 
to Smith County Commissioners Court Rules of Decorum.’’

Following the speakers, Franklin spoke on the agenda item, noting 
that lately speakers haven’t remained on topic during their allotted three 
minutes. Franklin also said that on March 23, 2021 when he was Precinct 
1 commissioner, County Judge Nathaniel Moran placed a potential revi-
sion before the court concerning decorum issue.

Precinct 4 Commissioner JoAnn Hampton made a motion to approve 
the revision and it was seconded by Phillips.

“We have allowed public comments to veer away from the agenda 
items and sometimes off topic,’’ Franklin said. “We want to hear from 
citizens and we welcome your opinion on agenda items. But as members 

After lengthy discussion, Smith County 
court decorum rules stay intact

of the court are not  allowed by address comments not on the agenda.’’
Franklin said the court has not removed the right for public comments, 

but they have to pertain to the agenda item.
“I take my job as your county judge very seriously,’’ Franklin said. 

“This courtroom should be a place where our actions are respectful but 
we must follow the rules or otherwise we would have chaos. My opinion 
is the rules are working fi ne.’’

Phillips then spoke on the issue.
“I added (the item to the May 23 agenda) because I feel it is of great 

public interest,’’ he said. “I did support it (in 2021) but I apologize be-
cause sometimes we get things wrong. The people’s right to be heard is 
paramount and I don’t feel people (now) feel they have a right to be heard. 
We are paid by these people and we should be able to listen to them.’’

Precinct 2 Commissioner John Moore agreed with Franklin’s stance.
“The role of this court is defi ned,’’ Moore said. “But to bring things 

before this court that we don’t have the ability to change is simply using 
this court to talk about what you want to talk about.

“To use this court for grandstanding or other purposes is frustrating to 
me. I support free speech but I don’t support using this court as a tool to 
talk about what you have on your personal agenda.’’

Ralph Carraway Sr., Precinct 4 Commissioner, also backed Franklin.
“I don’t think this court has any intent on taking away free speech, but 

there has to be a right way to do things,’’ he said. “We have been called 
to serve the public but we have to have the opportunity to do it in a way 
that isn’t disruptive. I’ve always thought the judge has been fair with 
speakers and without rules, we would have chaos.’’

Fish for Free on 
Father’s Day

Want to make fun memories with 
dad during Father’s Day - June  18 
- weekend? Take him fi shing at a 
state park, where you can fi sh from 
the shore or a pier without a fi shing 
license – but you do need to follow 
fi shing regulations. 

If you don’t have tackle, many 
parks lend fi shing gear – you just 
bring bait, a smile and something 
to hold your catch.

If you don’t plan to cook the fi sh, 
try catch-photo-release for Father’s 
Day memories that last a lifetime.

Once you choose a park, be sure 
to get your day passes before head-
ing out – reserve now, avoid disap-
pointment later.
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Two new, but experienced, Lindale City Council 
members were sworn in Tuesday night (May 16) during 
the council’s regular meeting at city hall. 

Bob Tardiff, Place 1 and Bryan Summerville, Place 3, 
took the oath of offi ce before the meeting was called to 
order by Mayor Jeff Daugherty. 

Both Tardiff and Summerville served on the council 
until April of 2022, when they resigned due to the term 
limits clause in the city charter. 

They were unopposed in the May 6 General Election. 
After they took their seats, former council members 

Ginger Sims and Rick Thelen were presented with 
plaques of appreciation by the council. 

The council then voted to appoint Place 2 council 
member Yvette Aguirri Martin as Mayor Pro Tem, a post 
previously held by Sims. City Manager Carolyn Caldwell 
said the council needs a Mayor Pro Tem to handle busi-
ness in the absence of the mayor. 

In other action, the council: 
● Appointed Tardiff to serve on the East Texas 

Council of Governments. The motion was passed 
unanimously. 

● Approved Gollob Morgan Peddy to serve as 
the city’s offi cial auditor. The Tyler fi rm has been 
retained by the city of Lindale for several years. 
Caldwell recommended the fi rm remain as the 
city’s auditor. 

● Awarded bid for a lift station at the Lindale 
Business Park. Bids were out for four weeks and 
the one bid received was from Capps-Capco from 
Tyler. Money for the lift station will come from 
Smith County’s federal ARPA funds. 

● Discussed adding street lights for sidewalks 
downtown, which would mean adding utility poles 
using city funds or renting the poles and fi xtures 
from Oncor. After several minutes of discussion 
council members opted to table the issue until the 
June 20 council meeting. 

● Discussed parking lot lighting at the refur-
bished Kinzie Community Center. 

New city council members take 
oath, Mayor Pro Tem appointed

Isela Mendoza of the city of Lindale administered the oath of offi ce Tuesday night to new 
council members Bob Tardiff, left, and Bryan Summerville. 

Photo by Terry Cannon
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Morton, Kleam lead 2023 
LHS graduating class

The 2023 graduating class of Lindale High School will receive their 
diplomas beginning at 8 p.m., Friday, May 26 at Eagle Stadium with 
more than 300 seniors crossing the stage.

Valedictorian for this year’s class is Madeleine Morton, daughter of 
Michael and Jackie Morton. She is planning to attend Union College in 
Schenectady, N.Y. and has a 108.417 grade point average at LHS.

Salutatorian for the 2023 class is Kylie Kleam, daughter of Justin 
and Lee Anne Kleam. She had a 106.633 GPA and is planning to attend 
Louisiana Tech University in Ruston, La.

On the night of the ceremony, graduates are to report to the Early Child-
hood Center by 7 p.m., entering at the side door of the school facing the 
stadium. Gates to Eagle Stadium will be open at 6:30 p.m.

Seniors must report for graduation practice at 9 a.m. on Friday, May 26 
at the stadium. Caps and gowns are not required and shorts can be worn. 
Boys will be clean shaven and in compliance with the LISD hair code.

The dress code for graduation for boys will be dark dress shoes and 
socks or dress boots, dark dress pants, light colored shirt and tie and no 
jeans. No khakis or light colored pants.

For girls, a dress or skirt and shirt with dress shoes or dress sandals. 
Shoes will be a neutral color – tan, brown, black, white, pewter or silver. 
Dresses or skirts should not be too long and not too short. The school 
dress code for hair and earrings, rings and/or studs will be enforced.

In addition, there will be no fl ip fl ops or western boots, no strapless 
dresses, no rompers and no decorations on the graduation cap. 

In the event of rain on Friday, May 26 the ceremony will be moved to 
9 a.m. on Saturday, May 27 at Eagle Stadium.

As has been the case in recent years, the ceremony will be available on 
live stream. The link to that live stream will be available on the LISD’s 
web site, www.lindaleeagles.org.

MADELEINE MORTON
2023 Valedictorian

KYLIE KLEAM
2023 Salutatorian

Offi cials with the Lindale Independent School District 
have announced two hirings for the district recently, said 
LISD Director of Communications Courtney Sanguinetti.

Teri Hodges has been hired as the new Career and 
Technical Education Director and Taylor Jarman as the 
new principal at Velma Penny Elementary.

TERI HODGES
She is currently serving as the Business Offi ce Su-

pervisor at Lindale ISD. Previously, Hodges worked in 
school fi nance at Denton and Stephenville ISD, as well 
as school operations, counseling, accountability, and as-

sessment. Hodges also served as a 
math teacher and as a counselor at 
Lindale High School. 

“Accepting the CTE Director 
position not only brings all areas 
of my educational experience 
together, but also allows me to 
continue to foster my passion for 
serving students and staff,” said 
Hodges. “Our CTE program has 

a great foundation and this staff is, hands down, some of 
the best instructors in the state. I am blessed to have the 
opportunity to come alongside them as we continue to 
educate and motivate our youth. They are our future and 
it is bright.”

Hodges earned a Bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M 
University. She earned her Master’s and other certifi ca-
tions from Dallas Baptist University, Stephen F. Austin 
State University, and the University of Texas at Tyler.

“Mrs. Teri Hodges is a wonderful administrator,” said 
Superintendent Stan Surratt. “She has great experience 

as a teacher, a counselor, and as a business manager 
which has prepared her for this new role. Mrs. Hodg-
es has a vision and a desire to grow Lindale High 
School’s CATE program where our students have 
vast opportunities to help prepare for their future.”

TAYLOR JARMAN
Jarman has been hired as the new assistant prin-

cipal of Velma Penny Elementary. 
“It is a privilege to be able to join the incredible 

staff and administration team at Velma Penny El-
ementary,” said Jarman. “I look forward to serving 

our students alongside such 
distinguished educators.” 

Jarman is about to com-
plete his tenth year of teach-
ing with Lindale ISD. He has 
taught 5th grade science and 
social studies at E.J. Moss 
Intermediate School and he 
has served as the Lindale 
High School theater director.

“Mr. Jarman has been an excellent employee of 
Lindale ISD for many years,” said Surratt. “His 
love to help young children set him apart from other 
candidates for this position. The students, parents, 
teachers, and staff members are going to love Mr. 
Jarman as their new assistant principal at Velma 
Penny Elementary.”

Jarman earned his Bachelor of Arts from Stephen 
F. Austin State University and a Master of Education 
in Curriculum and Instruction from the University 
of Texas at Tyler.  

LISD announces new CTE director, 
assistant principal at Velma Penny

‘Click it or Ticket’ begins
AUSTIN – It has been nearly seven years since Eden Ganzerla lost 

control of her car while driving to work and crashed into a retaining wall, 
breaking nearly every bone in her body. Since then, she has endured thou-
sands of hours of physical, occupational 
and speech therapy, the result of one fate-
ful decision to not wear her seat belt.

 Ganzerla now struggles with a trau-
matic brain injury, speaks with the aid of 
a computer, and is slowly learning how 
to walk and talk again.

 “Before the crash, Eden was very 
outgoing and talkative, living life to the 
fullest with her animals and friends,” said 
John Ganzerla, Eden’s father. “Now, she 
lives with us in Dripping Springs and 
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LHS seniors receive scholarships 
from local Freemasons Lodge

Lindale High School seniors Reeci Morgan and Robert Johnson 
recently received $1,000 scholarships from the Lindale Freema-
sons Lodge No. 848, publicity offi cials announced.

These scholarships were from the Norman Quaas Memorial 
Scholarship Fund established by the local Freemasons.

Morgan is planning to attend Texas A&M University in the fall 
of 2023 with a business major and Johnson is scheduled to attend 
Tyler Junior College this fall and major in nursing.

The scholarships were made possible by a raffl e the lodge held 
two years ago.

The lodge is planning to have annual scholarships for deserv-
ing LHS students.

In addition to the Quaas Memorial Fund – named after a 
respected past member of the lodge -- these scholarships have 
been made available by the Texas Masonic Charity Foundation. 

Lindale High School seniors Robert Johnson and Reeci 
Morgan recently were awarded scholarships by the 
Lindale Freemasons Lodge No. 848.

Courtesy photo

Lindale City Council members decided on an open-
ing date for the revamped Kinzie Community Center at 
Pool Park during their regular meeting Tuesday (June 
6) night meeting at city hall. 

The center’s offi cial opening date will be Thursday, 
July 13 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. with a ribbon cutting 
also planned. 

Council members also discussed the parameters for 
use of the facility by civic organizations. The Lindale 
Rotary Club is interested in using the facility again, 
City Manager Carolyn Caldwell said. 

The council also approved budget amendments for 
the 2022-23 city budget year as well as discussing 
budget workshops and the city’s tax rate calendar. 

In other action, the council: 
-- Heard about a project from Faith Leach Rose 

City Marines for Faulkner Park. It is a land naviga-

New Kinzie Center grand opening 
scheduled for Thursday, July 13

tion project, which utilizes a compass to develop skills in 
navigating certain areas. The plans will include 15 signs to 
chart the course at no cost to the city, a spokesperson said. 
Caldwell said she would prefer this be an interim project to 
see if it is feasible. 

Mayor Jeff Daugherty suggested the group provide an out-
line for the council to get a better idea of the project. This would 
be the fi rst such project for the Faith Leach Rose City Marines.  
The council tabled the item to be presented at the June 20 
council meeting. 

-- Approved the Freese Nichols scope of services cost for 
the Faulkner Park master plan, which is $74,900, Caldwell 
said, with funds coming out of the city’s general fund. The 
length of time for the completion of the project is estimated 
to be six months, Caldwell added. 

— Cancelled the council meeting, which was scheduled 
for Tuesday, July 4. 

A ribbon cutting for the new Kinzie Community Center has been set for Thursday, July 13. The 
center is located at Pool Park.

Photo by Terry Cannon

Karen Phillips fi les 
$10 million lawsuit 

against Smith County
Alleging that Smith County Sheriff’s Offi ce deputies made false 

statements and violated several of her Constitutional rights, Smith 
County Clerk Karen Phillips has fi led a $10 million lawsuit against 
Smith County, its sheriff and multiple Smith County Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce deputies.

Phillips is the wife of Precinct 3 Commissioner Terry Phillips and 
the mother of Derrick Phillips.

In her lawsuit, Karen Phillips asserts her arrest on April 4 for 
allegedly interfering with her son’s arrest is erroneous and that she 
committed no crime and her Fourth, Fifth and Eighth Amendment 
rights were violated.

She said after video of that night released by Smith County Sheriff 
Larry Smith she has been harassed by drivers outside her home, 
threatening phone calls and vulgar emails, which have resulted in 
mental distress, depression and headaches.

The suit was fi led on May 30 and stems from an incident that oc-
curred on March 28 at the Phillips’ home off FM 14 when Derrick 
Phillips allegedly interfered with a traffi c stop involving another 
man Cody Voss, who was being pulled over for having one of his 
tail lights out on his vehicle.

A deputy attempted to pull over Voss’ vehicle for a tail light issue 
while driving on FM 14, but instead of stopping, Voss pulled into the 
Phillips’ residence, Sheriff’s Offi ce spokesman Larry Christian said. 

Derek Phillips was driving in front of Voss and he got involved 
with the traffi c stop, Christian said, adding that Phillips soon became 
belligerent and another deputy came to assist with the arrest.

When a second deputy arrived to provide assistance, an attempt 
was made to arrest Derrick Phillips, who then ran into the residence.

Christian said deputies tried to restrain him and that Phillips then 
dropped himself to the ground and refused to move once he was 
brought outside, court documents show.

Phillips was ultimately charged with resisting arrest, interfering 
with public duties and evading arrest or detention. He was released 
from the Smith County Jail after posting a $4,500 bond on March 29.

Voss was arrested on charges of failure to identify and held on a 
$250 bond before being released on March 29.

Sheriff Smith said after reviewing bodycam and dashcam video of 
the incident, the decision was made to arrest Karen Phillips.

“Karen Phillips could be seen interrupting the traffi c stop,” Smith 
said. “She attempted to grab the deputy as he was running after the 
Phillips’ son. And then tried to get between them as he (deputy) was 
getting the Phillips’ son out of the house and into the marked unit.”

Ah, summer time when the living is easy.
The problem is the season can also be dangerous if you 

don’t take precautions against heat related illnesses as you 
spend more time outdoors.

This extended time spent outside can lead to a higher risk of 
a heat-related illness, such as heat exhaustion or heat stroke.

The American College of Emergency Physicians reports 
that each year there are hundreds of fatalities and countless 
emergency department visits due to heat-related illnesses. 
Older adults, babies and young children, as well as those with 
medical conditions like diabetes, high blood pressure, heart 
disease or obesity, are particularly susceptible to the heat.

“We recommend everyone, especially if they are at a high-
risk for heat-related illness, to be aware of the symptoms 
of heat stress, especially heat exhaustion and heat stroke,” 
said Mike Lopez, DrPH, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service health program specialist in the agency’s Family 
and Community Health Unit.

“However, anyone can succumb to heat, especially in 
humid conditions and in combination with outdoor activity,” 
Lopez said. “Plus, you have to consider other factors that may 
be at play such as drinking alcohol, inadequate hydration and 
possible reactions from medication.”

AgriLife Extension specialist Debra Kellstedt, DrPH, 

Heed warning signs of heat exhaustion, stroke

said the body naturally heats up during physical activity but 
normally keeps itself cool by sweating.

“However, in cases of extreme heat and high humidity, the 
body heats up faster than it can suffi ciently sweat in order to 
maintain a temperature in the normal range,” she said.

The Lindale Rotary Club’s annual Kid’s Fishing Event took place this past weekend at the fishing 
pond at the American Legion Jordan-Duncan Post 15 in Lindale with more than 100 youngsters 
getting a chance to haul in some fish. More than 100 rods and reels were given away to the 
youngsters, who enjoyed eating hot dogs and catching fish.
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The Hideaway Lake Kiwanis Club has presented scholarships totaling $34,000 to fi ve 
Lindale High School students, club offi cials announced.

Taelor Walters, Christian King, Makenna Burks, Olivia Harwell and Kathleen Goodwin 
were selected for the scholarships.

Goodwin was awarded the Emery Crane Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $12,000, 
plus an additional $1,000 from the Crane family. She is the daughter of Kelley and Michelle 
Goodwin.

Harwell was presented with the Kiwanis Senior Scholarship worth $12,000. She is the 
daughter of Florence Harwell.

Walters received the Key Club Scholarship worth $4,000, based on her hours of ser-
vice and leadership in the Key Club, a Kiwanis-sponsored youth organization. She is 
the daughter of Liza Moody.

King and Burks each received Career and Technology Scholarships in the amount of 
$2,000 each. King is the son of Jennifer Tremblay and Burks in the daughter of Florence 
Harwell.

Funds for these scholarships are earned by various projects undertaken by the Kiwanis 
each year and the sponsors of these projects have generously donated to the scholarship 
program each year.

Hideaway Kiwanis award scholarships to LHS students

The Lindale Area Chamber of Commerce welcomed area health care providers and other offi cials to their weekly luncheon at Hideaway Lake Clubhouse. 
Those in attendance included Smith County Assistant District Attorney Thomas Wilson, CHRISTUS Health professional Mary Elizabeth Jackson, UT Health 
East Texas Physicians CEO Todd Hill, UT Tyler School of Medicine Founding Dean Dr. Brigham C. Willis and SoulFULL Pursuit Career Academy Founder 
and Burnout Coach Tara Odell. LACC President Sallie Black introduced the speakers.

Photo by Darla Strickland

The Smith County Veteran Services Offi ce held a 
ribbon cutting ceremony at CampV Tuesday, June 
6, to celebrate the opening of its relocated offi ce to 
that location, said Public Information Offi cer Casey 
Murphy.

The offi ce opened its new CampV offi ce, located 
at 3212 W. Front St. in Tyler, on Monday, June 5.

The Smith County’s Veteran Services Offi cers 
have been rotating, with one offi cer stationed out 
at a satellite offi ce at CampV each week for more 
than a year, but now the entire offi ce will be located 
at CampV permanently to better provide services to 
veterans in one location. 

Smith County paid for the renovations of an ex-
isting building there with its American Rescue Plan 
Act funding to house the Smith County employees.

CampV Executive Director Travis Gladhill said 
since CampV started three years ago, it has become 
the pinnacle for services for veterans in East Texas, 
thanks in large part to the support of Smith County 
and its leadership. CampV assists about 380 veterans 
per month, he added.

Gladhill said CampV and Smith County Veteran 
Services have established a cohesive relationship to 
serve East Texas veterans and their needs. 

Texas journalists induct Bardwells 
into state’s top press circles

Following Friday afternoon’s Texas Press Association luncheon in 
Round Rock, Gladewater Mirror Publisher Jim Bardwell (right) poses 
with son Josh, and daughter-in-law Jennifer – the late Suzanne Bardwell 
was inducted into the Texas Newspaper Hall of Fame and Jim Bardwell 

Josh Bardwell holds a crystal pyramid honoring the induc-
tion of his mother, Suzanne, into the Texas Newspaper Hall 
of Fame, standing alongside wife Jennifer and Gladewater 
Mirror Publisher Jim Bardwell, who received the Texas Press 
Association’s Golden 50 Award June 2, honored for fi ve 
decades in journalism during TPA’s annual convention and 
trade show in Round Rock.

Continued on Page 8

County Veteran Services Offi ce 
CampV reopens at new location

“The goal out here is to take care of veterans, the well-
deserved care that they need” Smith County Judge Neal 
Franklin said. “The goal of the Smith County Veteran 
Services Offi ce is to do the same.”

“I think this is going to be a great collaboration 
between Smith County and CampV,” Smith County 
Veteran Services Offi cer Michael Roark said.

“I’m excited to be partners with you all, to be team-
mates and for the future,” Franklin said.

The Smith County Veteran Services Offi ce will have 
new hours at CampV – from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday (closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.).

The purpose of the Smith County Veteran Services 
Offi ce is to assist veterans and their survivors and help 
them deal with the often confusing and overwhelming 
task of completing the correct forms/applications and 
collecting the appropriate documentation to support a 
claim for benefi ts. For more information, call 903-590-
2950 or visit: www.smith-county.com/government/
departments/veterans

CampV’s mission is to integrate military and civilian 
resources through one central location providing effi -
cient and effective support and fellowship for veterans, 
active duty, reserves, guards and their families. For 
more information, visit: www.campvtyler.org/

2023: It was a year 
of extremes

By Terry Cannon
Editor

When we look back on the year 2023, 
there was one overriding factor that will 
remain in our memory banks: the extremes 
Mother Nature infl icted upon us just to show 
everyone she was still in charge.

As the new year dawned, January’s 
temperatures and conditions were close to 
normal.

Then came February.
The fi rst week of the month roared in on 

an icy transport that knocked out power, 
felled trees and made travel treacherous. 
East Texas utility providers reported more 
than 100,000 people were without power 
during the fi rst two weeks of the month. 
Ice-laden trees snapped and blocked roads 
and highways throughout the region.

Smith County Judge Neal Franklin was 
forced to issue a disaster declaration.

By March things had thawed signifi cantly 
so people could be excused for looking 
forward to a mild spring and hopefully, a 
somewhat normal summer.

So much for hoping.
Summer arrived with the subtlety of a 

sledgehammer, with triple-digit tempera-
tures the norm while electric bills and tem-
pers rose with each sauna-like day.

Health offi cials warned everyone – not 
just those at risk – not to venture outdoors if 
it wasn’t necessary.

Dozens of people across the state died 
from the extreme heat, which began in June 
and didn’t abate until late September.

Rejoicing was widespread when tempera-
tures fi nally dipped below 90 degrees – and 
that was at 9 p.m.

As far as the coming New Year is con-
cerned, it depends on which forecasts you 
choose to believe. The Old Farmer’s Alma-
nac predicts it will be colder than normal 
through January and mid-February, while 
the Climate Prediction Center says it will 
be wetter than normal and mostly normal 
temperatures through February.

But one thing is certain. After this past 
year’s bout with weather extremes, East 
Texans are prepared for anything.

In addition to the extreme weather, 
other noteworthy items from the past year 
included the Lindale ISD having another 
banner year with the Pride of Lindale March-
ing Band winning yet another state title, the 
Eagles’ football team defeating eventual 
state fi nalist Chapel Hill in district before 
earning another trip to the state playoffs, the 
volleyball team winning district, the city of 
Lindale snipping a ribbon to offi cially open 
the new Kinzie Community Center in July 
and earlier this month, securing the right of 
ways for Centennial Drive which will lead 
to retail development.

Here’s a look back at other top news items 
for the past year.

JANUARY
Eagles land 19 on 

All-District, Academic teams 
Lindale High School’s football team was 

well represented across the board as the 
District 9-4A coaches have voted on the All-
District Team for the previous year.

Will Hutchens, who signed to play for the 
Sam Houston State University Bearkats, was 
named the co-Offensive Lineman of the Year 
while junior quarterback Clint Thurman was 
selected to the fi rst team.
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�'\\ WISHES YOU A HAPPY

The Best of The Best of 
Suzanne Suzanne 
BardwellBardwell

The trash is overfl owing. The fridge is jam-packed with 
leftovers. And there is much to be done to get ‘Christmas’ 
packed away. What if we didn’t pack it all away? What if 
we held on to the things that make Christmas joyful, sacred 
and precious?

Of course we won’t. We will get too busy, too stressed and 
too pressed for time to hold the sacred in our hearts in such 
a way that we share the gifts of Christmas with the folks we 
rub shoulders with every day.

What if we committed to a better self. Maybe we should 
go on a social media diet. We certainly could use a little more 
kindness in our hearts and in our world. Maybe that would 
be easier if we weren’t spending too much of our time look-
ing at a screen and pon- tifi cating on our, oh so important, 
righteous opinions.

What if we tried, really hard to just treat other people with 
respect? Of course, we would need to embrace the concept 
that we should “treat others the way we want to be treated”. 
We can’t assume to know what other people believe, know 
and act upon based on our judgment. So maybe we ought 
to hook onto that lovely but diffi cult concept of “judge not 
lest you be judged”.

What a wonderful world it would be if we just followed 
those 2,000 year old instructions. Maybe they should be on 
our resolution list for 2019.

I have a few gifts I would like to share with you in the 
Spirit of Christmas. Unwrap them, use them, don’t put them 
in that special drawer to be savored some day in the far 
distant future only to be lost in the chaos of life. These gifts 
are for today, and every day, and

they are for you.
I wish for you:
—a sense of wonder your whole life though so that life 

is ever new,
—the realization that the joys of life and good health are 

not found in things and wealth.
Along with your health may you always keep
The knowledge that to see, and hear, to walk and talk, 

and think
are miracles, gifts, not a promise that is cheap.
I wish for you love and the ability not to take it for 

granted, Whether it is a mate, a child or friend,
For we must remember that hearts are the hardest things 

to mend.
And, fi nally, when you are overwhelmed with the cares 

and problems of this life,
May someone remind you that it really is

A WONDERFUL LIFE!

It really is a wonderful life!
Coumn from 2018

In all Lindale had 19 players voted to the fi rst and second teams.
The Eagles fi nished the season with an 8-5 mark and earned 

a berth in the Class 4A Regional semifi nals. 
This year, 10 LHS football players and one trainer earned All 

State Academic honors from the THSCA for Class 4A.
Senior trainer Aliah Price earned Honorable Mention All-State 

honors for her work with the team and her classroom work.
On the football side, fi rst team honors were earned by senior 

defensive lineman Christian King and offensive lineman Will 
Hutchens. Both King and Hutchens were also unanimous picks 
to the District 9-4A All District fi rst team.

Second teamers included senior defensive lineman Gabe Hart, 
senior offensive lineman Ethan Heller, senior offensive/defensive 
lineman Cory Watts and senior offensive lineman Trey Mazratian.

Senior defensive back/wide receiver Christian Widemon was 
named to the honorable mention squad as were senior offensive 
lineman Brandon Pettway and senior defensive back/wide 
receiver Brett Maya.

Smith County Deputy Constable
K-9 retired to live with handler

The Smith County Commissioners Court approved the retire-
ment of Precinct 5 Deputy Constable K-9 Hunter during their 
regular meeting in downtown Tyler.

Hunter will now live with his longtime handler Deputy Con-
stable Kevin Petty.

Petty has been working with Hunter since 2016, when the 
dog was donated to the offi ce by MuttNation located in Lindale.

Blaze, handled by Precinct 5 Deputy Constable Alvin Gordon, 
took over Hunter’s duties. He has been on the job for two years 
and is tasked with locating drugs and other illegal contraband 
as well as assisting in manhunts. A Belgian Malinois, Blaze, is 
just over four years old and weighs approximately 70 pounds.

FEBRUARY
Winter’s fury hits with full force

Although it wasn’t the “Snowmegeddon’’ of a couple of years 
prior, winter arrived in a nasty manner, as rain, sleet and cold 
temperatures chilled East Texans to the bone.

Icy conditions caused numerous trees and limbs to fall, causing 
damage to homes, buildings and other county infrastructure, as 
well as power outages throughout Smith County.

Smith County Road and Bridge employees worked around the 
clock to clear downed trees and limbs on county roads.

Texas Department of Public Safety offi cials reported troop-
ers had responded to more than 15 wrecks in the county during 
that time. Meteorologists reported some areas of the county had 
received up a half-inch of ice accumulation.

Eagles place two on All-State football team
Lindale High School’s Will Hutchens and Casey Poe have 

been selected to the Blue Bell/Texas Sports Writers Association’s 
Class 4A All-State football team.

Hutchens, a senior offensive guard, has signed to play with 
Sam Houston State next season, was chosen to the fi rst team while 
Poe, a junior offensive lineman, was selected to the third team. He 
has been the focus of college recruiters from across the country.

Hutchens was voted Offensive Lineman of the Year for District 
9-4A for the 2022 season and was selected fi rst team Academic 
All State. He was a two-year starter for the Eagles.

MARCH
Lindale ISD Education Foundation

awards more than $25,000 in grants
The Lindale ISD Education Foundation awarded $25,020.19 

to Lindale ISD teachers as the much anticipated Grant Patrol 
surprised teachers across the district with funds for their respec-
tive projects.

The money will be used to purchase new and innovative tools 
for classrooms. Funds provided will make a positive difference 
for them, said Gay Pyland, foundation president. 

The teachers are notifi ed that they are awarded their grants 
and receive funds by a surprise Grant Patrol through school 
hallways. The Lindale High School Star Steppers, cheerleaders, 
donors, administrators and volunteers loudly parade through the 
campuses, giving away money for several innovative projects. 

Lady Eagles rise in state soccer standings
By virtue of their 16-4-2 season record, the Lindale High 

School Lady Eagles soccer team rose to the No. 19 spot in the 
Texas High School Girls Coaches’ Association state rankings.

Lindale fi nished the season in second place in District 14-4A 
and advanced to the bi-district round of the UIL state playoffs 
where the Lady Eagles defeated North Lamar, 3-0. Lindale fell 
in the area round to Henderson, 3-2. Continued on Page 8

2023: It was a year of extremes
The Lady Eagles were 20-5-3 for the season.

APRIL
Eagle netters win district, set for regionals
The Lindale High School Eagles boys and girls tennis teams 

captured another District 16-4A championship with 13 players 
going to the regional tournament in Longview.

In 2022, LHS tennis teams advanced to the UIL state quar-
terfi nals. This year’s team captured the overall championship as 
well as the boys and girls championships.

Regional qualifi ers, with district standing, are:
GIRLS SINGLES: Bailee Lane, 1st
BOYS DOUBLES: Emilio Rodriguez, Soren Peterson and 

Hayden Harry, 1st
GIRLS DOUBLES: Taegan Michel and Bre Taylor, 1st
BOYS DOUBLES: Sylas Dutton and Ian Wishart, 2nd

GIRLS SINGLES: Zoe Bozick, 2nd

GIRLS DOUBLES: Recci Morgan, Bailey Thorn, 2nd

MIXED DOUBLES: Jason Herrington, Fiona Turney, 2nd

MAY
Eagles advance in state baseball playoffs

The Lindale High School Eagles baseball team dominated the 
Paris Wildcats in Game 2 of their bi-district playoff, 13-2, at the 
Lindale High School Baseball and Softball Complex.

Lindale qualifi ed for the area round of the playoffs.
The Eagles took game one in Paris, 6-3.
The Eagles wasted little time in disposing of the Wildcats on 

Friday, plating 11 runs in the bottom of the fi rst enroute to the win.

LISD incumbents returned to board
Lindale voters returned Ragan Burgess and Karen Gott to 

the Lindale ISD Board of Trustees following the May election.
Burgess, the Place 3 trustee, defeated Barbara Cain by 909 

votes to 238 votes or 79.2 percent to 20.7 percent.
Gott, the Place 4 trustee, outpolled Rameka Griffi n 940 votes 

to 216 votes, or 81.3 percent to 18.6 percent.
The city of Lindale did not hold an election for two council 

seats because Bryan Summerville and Bob Tardiff didn’t draw 
opponents.

Eagle track stars earn medals
at state UIL tournament in Austin

Lindale High School’s track competitors captured several 
medals at the UIL Class 4A Track Meet in Austin as the Maya 
brothers – Colter and Brett – sprinted to a fi rst and third place, 
respectively, in their events while pole vaulter Justin Seekford 
won a second place for the Eagles.

The meet took place on Thursday, May 11 at Mike A. Myers 
Stadium. Colter Maya raced to a fi rst place time of 47.78 seconds 
in the 400 meters while brother Brett fi nished third in the 200 
meters with a time of 21.7. He also took fourth in the 100 meters 
with a time of 10.66. Seekford turned in an effort of 15 feet in 
the pole vault for his second place fi nish.

Lindale’s 4 X 100 relay team of Michael Shannon, Colter 
Maya, Kaden Baze and Brett Maya turned in a time of 42.36 
for fi fth place. Gilmer’s team of Tyson Wilson, Rohan Fluellen, 
Ta’Erik Tate and Will Henderson won the event with a time 
of 41.15. Overall, Lindale’s team fi nished fi fth with 32 points. 
Gilmer’s Buckeyes won the 4A boys crown with 58 points.

New city council members take
oath, Mayor Pro Tem appointed

  Two new, but experienced, Lindale City Council members 
were sworn in during the council’s regular meeting at city hall. 

Bob Tardiff, Place 1 and Bryan Summerville, Place 3, took the 
oath of offi ce before the meeting was called to order by Mayor 
Jeff Daugherty.  Both Tardiff and Summerville served on the 
council until April of 2022, when they resigned due to the term 
limits clause in the city charter. 

They were unopposed in the May 6 General Election.  The 
council then voted to appoint Place 2 council member Yvette 
Aguirri Martin as Mayor Pro Tem, a post previously held by Sims. 

JUNE
Karen Phillips fi les $10 million
lawsuit against Smith County

Alleging that Smith County Sheriff’s Offi ce deputies made 
false statements and violated several of her Constitutional rights, 
Smith County Clerk Karen Phillips fi led a $10 million lawsuit 
against Smith County, its sheriff and multiple Smith County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce deputies.

Phillips is the wife of Precinct 3 Commissioner Terry Phillips 
and the mother of Derrick Phillips.

In her lawsuit, Karen Phillips asserts her arrest on April 4 for 



Man, how many times 
have you heard, “What’d 
you get for Christmas?”  I 
know I’ve heard it at least 
a million times.  Heck, I’ve 
asked it a million times.

I don’t ask it as much as I 
used to, ‘cause gettin’ stuff  
doesn’t seem as important 
as it used to.  

Oh, I still like gettin’ pres-
ents, but now-a-days I enjoy 
watchin’ other people get 
stuff , especially kids.  I’m 
talkin’ about little bitty kids, 
not those ungrateful older 
kids that nit-pick everything 
they get.

“It’s the wrong color…I 
wanted that other brand…I 
can’t wear this…I hope you 
kept the receipt.”  

It makes you want to puke.  
Back when I was growin’ 

up, anything you got, you 
were grateful for.  Back then, 
it was more like, “Wow!  It’s 
just what I wanted, uh, what 
is it?”  Then after openin’ 
everything, you grabbed all 
you could carry and headed 
out the door to show your 
buddies what you got.

Now over the years, I’ve 
gotten a lot of gifts and some 
of them really stand out 
in my mind.  Not all were 
Christmas gifts, but they 
were all special to me.

And I do mean me.  I don’t 
expect everybody to like 
the stuff  I got.  Heck, every-
body’s tastes are diff erent.  

Here are some of the gifts 
I remember.

A 26 inch Monkey Wards 
bike -- Santa Claus brought 
me this bike.  Man, what a 
cool bike.  It was black and 
white, and had two head-
lights that were built into 
the metal tank-like thing that 
covered the bar that ran from 
the seat to the front of the 
bike.  It also had a button on 
it that was the horn.  It had 
great big white-wall balloon 
tires and it was beautiful.  
Man, I loved that bike.

A Nichols Stallion 45 toy 
gun: This is the Holy Grail 
of toy guns.  They go for a 
couple of hundred bucks on 
resale sites now-a-days.  I 
still have it.  I taught myself 
how to twirl it and spent 
hours in front of the mirror 
tryin’ to out draw myself, but 
I never was able to.  I was 
just too fast.

A Daisy BB gun: This 
was not an ordinary BB gun.  
When you shot it, it made 
a ricochet sound.  It was 
really accurate too.  There 

was a stray cat in our barn 
behind the house that had 
four kittens.  Her name was 
Cat and I named the kittens 
Blue, Manolito (after two 
characters on my favorite 
western ‘High Chaparral’), 
Booger, and Goober.  I kept 
that cat and kittens alive with 
what I shot with that BB gun.

A baseball glove:  Not 
many of us had baseball 
gloves, so those that did, 
used them when we were 
playin’ outfield, and we’d 
let the opponents use them 
when we were playin’ home.  
Back then, it was a sin to be 
selfi sh.

A Magic Eight Ball: You 
know what these are.  You 
shake them and a yes or no 
answer comes up.  I picked 
up one in Gibson’s once 
when my dad and I were in 
there, and I shook it.  Then I 
said, “I will shoot a 12 point 
buck.”  The Eight Ball said, 
“Yes, defi nitely.”  Dad and 
I laughed.  That next week-
end, I shot a 12 point buck.  
My dad went up to Gibson’s 
and bought me that Eight 
Ball.  Just for your informa-
tion, don’t ever try to sneak a 
Magic Eight Ball into school 
to use on a test.  The teachers 
frown on it.

A Benjamin .177 Cal. 
Pump-up Pellet  gun: I 
thought I had arrived.  You 
wouldn’t believe how much 
game this little gun brought 
to the table.  I just thought 
that BB gun was accurate.  I 
could shoot the rubber band 
off  the newspaper that was 
out in the driveway while 
standin’ in the carport.  Mom 
never did fi nd out why her 
newspapers had holes run-
nin’ through ‘em.

A Remington 550 Semi-
Automatic .22 Cal Rifl e: Do 
you see a trend here?  No, 
I’m not goin’ to tell you how 
accurate this rifl e was.  You 
wouldn’t believe me any-
way.  I was fortunate enough 
to have a daddy who not only 
knew how to shoot guns, but 
was patient enough to teach 
me the safe and proper use 
of them.  Plus, he was re-
ally a good shot.  There’s 
no tellin’ how many bullets 
passed through the barrel of 

that .22 rifl e.  We had a great 
big oak tree back behind our 
house that we used as a back-
stop.  We hung targets (metal 
coff ee can lids) on this tree 
and literally shot until we 
had shot a hole completely 
through the tree.  The tree 
fi nally died.  Dad said it died 
of lead poisonin’.

A Western brand Boy 
Scout Huntin’ Knife: My 
dad gave me this knife and 
taught me how to fi eld dress 
rabbits, squirrels, and deer 
with it.  It’s over 40 years 
old, and you can still shave 
with it.  

A Texas Ranger Com-
memorative Knife: Janet 
bought this for me the fi rst 
year we were married.  It 
cost her 70 somethin’ dol-
lars, and we were poor.  She 
had seen me eyeballin’ it at 
Mac’s Gun Shop, and she 
saved up and bought it for 
me.  I’ll never sell it.

A Leather Confederate 
Cap: My sister Teri gave me 
this one Christmas, and it 
was my lucky deer huntin’ 
hat for many years, until my 
head out grew it.  I retired 
it, but it’s still the best hat 
I own.

A Gold Medal Dynamite 
Blastin’ Machine: This is 
one of those wooden boxes 
that has the handle on top 
that you pull up, hook the 
wires up to dynamite and 
then to the machine, and 
when you push down the 
dynamite blows up.  You 
know-- the kind the bad guys 
used to blow up train tracks 
in the westerns.  I’ve never 
used it with any dynamite, 
although I bet it would be 
cool.  My mom gave me this 
thing.  She always gave me 
cool gifts.

A Newhouse No. 15 Bear 
Trap: Mom gave me this one 
too.  In fact, she gave me 
several over the years.  They 
have the teeth on them and 
everything.  They, like the 
blastin’ machine, are just 
conversation pieces now, but 
man, if they could talk. 

A watch with an alarm: 
Now, I know these new-fan-
gled watches have alarms, 
but Janet got me one back 
when we were a young mar-

ried couple.  This was back 
in the olden days before 
electric watches and all.  
This watch had a wind-up 
bell inside.  When it went 
off , it sounded like an old 
fashion alarm clock.  I can’t 
remember the brand, but I 
still have it around some-
where.  I used it when I was 
out huntin’, so I could get up 
early to get into the woods 
before daylight.

A wooden plaque given 
to me by Britni Bristow: 
Britni gave me this plaque 
for comin’ to speak to her 
class when she was in the 
third or fourth grade.  Now, 
I’ve been fortunate in the 
fact that I’ve received sev-
eral plaques and things over 
the years, but none of them 
mean as much to me as this 
one.  It’s just a plain piece 
of board, with the words of 
a sayin’ burnt into the wood.  
It says, “You can pick you 
friends and you can pick 
your nose, but you can’t 
pick your friend’s nose!”  
Several years later, little 
Britni went to be with the 
Lord and I still miss her.  
Her plaque hangs in my of-
fi ce and I think of her often.

A horn that plays Dixie: 
My son Ray got this for me 
and helped me install it on 
my Jeep.  I had seen these 
horns for years in my J.C. 
Whitney catalogs and had 
mentioned to him that I was 
going to get one someday.  
Anywho, I have really had a 
good time with it.

A coff ee mug: No, this is 
not a mug that has anything 
on it.  It’s just a plan ol’ cof-
fee mug.  It wasn’t new when 
I got it either.  It was an old 
used mug that my daughter 
Gator (Michelle) found at 
Canton, or some other fl ea 
market, and she thought I 
would like it.  Well, let me 
tell you, I don’t think I could 
survive without this mug.  It 
is the best mug in the world, 
and I get a little upset when 
I can’t fi nd it.  Coff ee just 
tastes better out of this mug.

Now, I know what you’re 
thinkin’.  You’re thinkin’ 
what a bunch of weird gifts, 
and maybe you’re right, 
but don’t even think about 
tryin’ to trade me out of any 
of them, ‘cause they ain’t 
for sell.  

And if you tried to steal 
them, I’d track you down 
and skin you alive.  And be-
lieve me; I’ve got the knife 
that do it.

Terry Terry 
CannonCannon

EditorEditor
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Where would we be without these things?

Rusty MitchumRusty Mitchum
Life & TimesLife & Times

Gifts that will continue 
to keep on giving

Advertise in the Lindale News & Times! Call 903-882-8880 today!

Times of Times of 
LindaleLindale

Not long ago, I was having a conversation with our fi rst 
born involving the incredible number of innovations and 
changes that have become common place in just the past 
40-plus years.

Back in the early 1980s, when he was a mere sprout, life 
was not as wired up as it is now. Consider: the internet wasn’t 
something everyone took for granted, cable television was 
the norm and computers – if you had one – didn’t fi t in the 
palm of your hand.

Phones plugged into the wall and answering machines 
were still a hot item. Fax machines, not email, is how offi  ces 
received a good deal of information. 

Upscale cars had CD players instead of cassette players 
and Bluetooth was something your Uncle Lester had in his 
mouth.

Up until recently, Matt worked for Texas Instruments, 
a company well versed in innovations, including the fi rst 
silicon commercial transistor and the fi rst integrated circuit. 
This led to the development of microchips which are the 
heartbeat of most everything we use today. It’s astonishing 
to ponder just how much information can be contained in 
such small spaces.

And, just to show how far we’ve come in the past several 
decades there’s more computer power in your smart phone 
than what was aboard Apollo 11, which carried the fi rst 
moon landers.

The past 40 years have been spent at light speed, as far as 
technology is concerned. But what about the past 70 or so 
years? In other words, in my lifetime? 

Since I’m never one to turn down an opportunity to make 
a list, here are 10 things I feel are transformative to our 
everyday lives. 

1. Cellphones. There’s nothing more ubiquitous in our 
everyday lives than the smart phone although you don’t 
have to be smart to use one. Texting while driving, don’t 
you see. Of all the gadgets of the past 70 years, this one is 
owned by practically everyone, everywhere since 2007. It’s 

both handy and mind-numbing but our lives would be vastly 
diff erent without them.

2. Worldwide web. The only reason this isn’t No. 1 is 
because a person can’t take full advantage of it without the 
smart phone. The web has literally connected everyone on the 
planet and allows humans to become better educated, lends 
immediacy to our actions while at the same time allowing 
the transmission of lies, hate and bigotry. The web is nice to 
have, but the genie has been out this bottle for quite a while.

3. Personal computers. Notice a pattern here with our tech-
nology? Without the web, personal computers would be just 
glorifi ed typewriters. Yet with it, they are as indispensable 
as anything we own. From desktop versions to tablets to lap 
tops, they are more than just portable, they are almost essen-
tial as being able to work from home during COVID proved. 
The Apple II and IBM’s TRS-80 were launched in 1977.

4. Integrated circuit. In 1958, Jack Kilby, recently hired 
by TI (see above) demonstrated the fi rst working example 
of the integrated circuit and the next year, received a patent. 
The U.S. Air Force bought the fi rst one, and from 1961-69, 
NASA purchased more integrated circuits (see moon shot, 
above) than any other entity. Obviously, things took off  (so 
to speak) from then to now. These circuits are in just about 
everything from rockets to cars to microwave ovens.

5. The Hard Drive. Today’s computers store so much 
information its hard to envision IBM’s fi rst rollout of the 
hard drive in 1956. It was in something called RAMAC 

and weighed a ton. But it’s future was clear to those brains 
at IBM.

6. Communication satellites. The fi rst U.S. communica-
tions satellite was called Telstar, launched in 1962. It pro-
vided television images from space (!) as well as telephone 
hookups. Prior to that, live TV images from the other side 
of the globe was just science fi ction. And telephone hookups 
from another hemisphere? Yeah, forget it.

7. Magnetic Resonance Imaging, MRI. Providing pictures 
of a person’s anatomy and the physiological processes of the 
body MRI’s use strong magnetic fi elds, this major medical 
breakthrough was fi rst used in 1973. It diff ers from com-
puted tomography (CT) scans in that doesn’t use X-rays or 
ionizing radiation.

8. Heart bypass surgery, 1967. Thanks to the work of 
surgeons such as Michael DeBakey (U.S.), Dr. Vasilii 
Kolesov (Soviet Union) and Rene Favaloro (Argentina), the 
transplanting of arteries from part of the body to the heart, 
allowing blood to fl ow around blocked arteries, heart deaths 
were cut by half in the United States alone.

9. Global Positioning System, GPS. Before 1978, when 
the fi rst Navstar Global Positioning Satellite is launched, 
we were forced to use those glove box maps to fi nd where 
we were headed on the highway. Now, it’s simply a matter 
of tapping in a destination on your car or phone’s GPS and 
voila, you have someone tell you where and when to turn. 
President Bill Clinton granted non-military users access to 
an unscrambled GPS signal in 2000.

10. Bluetooth technology. The fi rst version of the this 
wonder was unveiled in 1999 but it would be several more 
years and trials before it became the marvel it is today. This 
technology is packaged into every conceivable gadget and 
device and has shown a future without wires. Named after 
a 10th century Danish king, Harald “Bluetooth’’ Gormsson, 
who united tribes in Denmark into aa single kingdom. And 
legend has it, he had a bad tooth that appeared to be blue 
in color.

Proudly Serving 
Our Lindale Neighbors

Coburn Supply Company 

COBURNS.COM 

2700B South Main Street // Lindale, TX 75771

Monday - Friday: 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

(430) 260-5006

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column comes from the 
archives of the Lindale News and Times, which is avail-
able online for $2.99 per month. Call 903-882-8880 to 
set up your online subscription.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, Dec. 29, 2022

 Five Smith County elected offi  cials were honored dur-
ing Commissioners Court for their 133 years of combined 
service as they were to retire at the end of the year.

Elected Offi  cials who were presented with a “Key to 
the County” included 241st District Judge Jack Skeen 
Jr., 40 years; Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace Mitch 
Shamburger, 40 years; County Court-at-Law 3 Judge 
Floyd Getz, 23 years; Precinct 4 Commissioner JoAnn 
Hampton, 19 years; and Precinct 2 Commissioner Cary 
Nix, 11 years.

Skeen was fi rst elected as Smith County District Attor-
ney in 1982. In 2003, he was appointed to 241st District 
Judge and has been reelected ever since.

After graduating from Baylor Law School in 1971, 
he worked as Assistant Smith County District Attorney 
for one year and then became the fi rst full-time City At-
torney for Tyler. He was then appointed Tyler Municipal 
Court Judge, which he served for fi ve years before being 
elected as District Attorney.  

“I appreciate all of the people I’ve worked for and 
I’m talking about the people of Smith County that I’ve 
worked for over all of these 40 years. They’ve elected 
me each time I came up and that’s why I’m still here,” 
Skeen said. “It’s been an honor to serve the people of 
Smith County as District Attorney and District Judge.”

FIVE YEARS AGO, Dec. 27, 2018
Lindale Mayor Jeff  Daugherty and the city council 

honored three young men from Boy Scout Troop 351 
in Lindale for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout. Those 
Scouts honored were Nicholas Clements, Jaycob Kenney 
and Henry Waggoner. The Eagle Scout rank is the highest 
rank and honor achievable for the Boy Scouts of America.

10 YEARS AGO, Dec. 28, 2013
Members of the foundation’s Parent and Staff  Rela-

tions Committee and Lindale ISD Superintendent Stan 
Surratt visited the LISD Administration Building, Early 
Childhood Center and Lindale High School to present 
the awards to six employees with the district’s Honor 
Roll Award for the Fall semester.

Honorees, who were nominated for the award by other 
LISD staff  members, included Lindale ISD Director 
of Maintenance Ed Reinhardt; Lindale High School 
Custodian Barbara Calip; Lindale High School Family 
and Consumer Sciences Instructor Alethea Allen; Early 
Childhood Center Custodian Janie Lomas, Early Child-
hood Center cafeteria worker Diana Jarrett; and Early 
Childhood Center Secretary Aimee Ryzman. 



4 LINDALE NEWS & TIMES | THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2023 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
The Church of Garden Valley - 

Lindale Campus 
307 Eagle Spirit Dr  - 903-882-9150

Pastor Jacob Chaffi n

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist Church

793 CR 313W Tyler TX 75706
903-597-6131

Pastor Stephen Nipp
Bethel Baptist Church

FM 16 West, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8275

Bible Baptist Church
16173 CR 431, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-1454
Carmel Baptist Church
10969 CR 481, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3852
James Cheatham

Central Baptist Church
13745 FM 16 East, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3179
Byron Howard

Damascus Baptist Church
17052 CR 4105 Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3392
Bennie Portwood

Dover Baptist Church
21166 FM Road 1995, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-5106
Duck Creek Baptist Church

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9558

East Foothills Missionary
Baptist Church

810 E South St, Lindale, TX 75771
903-497-4674

Pastor Craig Kearby 
Fairview Baptist Church

Van Highway, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9500

First Baptist Church
Hwy 69 (in Swan) Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-6432
First Baptist Church of Lindale

110E Hubbard St. Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3396

Tom Buck
Foundation Baptist Church

715 S Main St. Lindale 75771
903-881-9490

Garden Valley Baptist Church
17816 CR 442, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7671
Greater Hopewell Baptist Church

10480 CR 492 • Tyler, TX 75706
903-882-4726

Hopewell Baptist Church
11804 CR 494, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-5381

Hopewell Valley Baptist,
Church No 1
CR 429 • Van, TX

903-882-5136
Mt. Sylvan Baptist Church

13073 Hwy 110 N • Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3890
Bruce Rudd

New Harmony Baptist Church
10251 FM 724, Tyler, TX 75704

903-593-5811
Red Springs Baptist Church

Red Springs, TX
903-858-2365

St Mary Baptist Church
12050 CR 452,, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8066
Thompson Hill Baptist Church

14657 CR, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0849

Walnut Springs Baptist Church
211 Walnut Springs,, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7858
Wood Trails Baptist Church

11804 CR 494,
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-5381

CATHOLIC
Holy Family Catholic Church

16314 FM 849,
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-4079
Rev. David Bailey, Pastor

St. Joseph the Worker
Tridentine Latin Mass

5075 FM 14, Tyler, 75712
903-593- 5055

Rev. Joseph Valentine, FSSP

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ – Lindale

211 W. Hubbard,Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6455

Church of Christ – South Main
2425 S Main St,

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8933

Church of Christ – Swan 
County

Road 471, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8009

EPISCOPAL
St Luke’s Episcopal Church

16292 FM 849
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8118
Rev. John Carr

LUTHERAN
First Century

Christian Fellowship
10119 Gina Rd., Lindale, TX 75771

Dr. Lawrence Zillmer

METHODIST
ChristPoint Methodist

 Church
402 W Hubbard St • Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8506
Michael Peschke

Harris Chapel Southern
Methodist Church

17069 CR 452 Lindale TX
903.253.3175

John Roach, Pastor
Mt Sylvan United Methodist 

Church
Mt. Sylvan • 903-882-5479
Swan-Wood Springs 

Methodist Church
Hwy 69, Tyler, TX 75706

903-882-6382

NON DENOMINATIONAL
Clearview Church

13933 Hwy 110 N 
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8949
Community Christian Fellowship

15704 Hwy 110 N Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8501
David Hickey

Cross Brand Cowboy Church
11915 FM 2015, Tyler, Texas 75708

903-535-9155

Crossroads Community Church
20465 US Highway 69 North

Lindale TX 75771-4206
903-881-9844

Tim Letsch
Bethesda Church

2401 S Main St
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7597
Steven & Camilla Charles

Friendship CME Church
20428 CR 482

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7269

Garden Valley Bible Church
17117 FM 1253

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9665

Grace Community Church
15567 Wood Springs Rd

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3323

Hide-A-Way Lake 
Community Church

1115 Lake Cross Rd
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-6966
Life of Glory Church

14623 CR 463
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7997
Ed & Becky Colville

Life Source Community Church
1601 S. Main, Lindale

Pastor John Offutt
Lone Star Cowboy Church

23425 FM 1995
Lindale TX 75771

615-480-0289
Jayc Harold

River’s Edge Church
18492 Hwy 69 North,

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0555 • Phil Brown

Trinity Fellowship Church
Shady Lane Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3885 • Ben Steen

PRESBYTERIAN
Bethesda Community Church

FM2710 • Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3861 • Dr. Everitt Nix

PENTECOSTAL-CHARISMATIC
Rose Heights Church

12465 FM 16, Lindale, Texas 75771
903-881-5260

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
Pentecostals of Lindale

18475 FM 1804
Lindale, TX 75771

713-254-3598

Lindale Car Care
TouchlessAutomatic

or Self Service
Car Washes

Spot FREE Rinsing

Hwy 69 & Cooper In front of Brookshire’s

Fleming
Farm & Ranch Supply

Home & Garden
Supplies/Garden Needs

2518 S. Main  • 903-882-3361
Mon-Fri 8 am – 5:30 pm, Sat 8 am-Noon
Serving The Community For Over 50 Yrs

Est.
1963

903-882-9296 • 13923 FM 2710 • Lindale
www.wesleyseniorliving.com

License # 104878

Advertise your
business here!

Call 903-882-8880 
today!

The Lindale Area Church Listing and is made possible by the generosity of the sponsors
listed herein. Should you have changes, please give us a call at 903-882-8880.

PFP

Parrott Faith Properties
Fruitdale Townhomes 

Remodeled open fl oor plans
Aff ordably priced

903-882-5181
Go Eagles!

PFP

PAVING • SEAL COATING • PATCHNG • STRIPPING ROCK 
BASE • HOT OIL SAND • CHIP SEAL

References, Home, Business ~ Free Prices ~ Not Estimates

Cell 903-780-4247 • Home 903-882-6158
Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.

Advertise your
business here!

Call 903-882-8880 
today!

Advertise your
business here!

Call 903-882-8880 
today!

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

Over 50Over 50
Years in Years in 

business!business!www.flemingfarmandranch.com

2518 South Main Lindale • 903-882-3361
“Lindale’s Country Store since 1963”

Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm • Sat 8am - Noon

Happy New Year!
Closed Sunday, December 31 

and Monday January 1.

CHARLES W. NORMAN 
Charles W. Norman, 80 of Lindale 

passed away Sunday Dec. 17, 2023 in 
Lindale.

Graveside services were held Thurs-
day, Dec. 21, 2023 at the Lindale City 
Cemetery with Mike Coyne offi  ciating.

He was born May 5, 1943 in Browns-
ville, Tenn. 

Charles was in the Army and a church 
member at South Main Church of Christ in Lindale. Charles 
has lived in Lindale since 1973 and he owned and operated 
Norman Tire Service in Tyler for 43 years before retiring in 
2020. 

He is preceded in death by his parents Walter and Rosabelle 
(Southam) Norman; sisters, Jean N. Mable, Jo Ann N. Fox, 
Peggy N. Pendergrast; brothers, Donald W. Norman and 
Benjamin Norman. 

He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Trudy P. Norman of 
Lindale; son, Stephen Norman of Austin; daughters, Lora N. 
and husband, Danny Rhodes of Lindale, Tami N. and husband, 
Bryan Tacker of Austin; grandson, Joshua Osinski of Winona; 
granddaughters, Abby and Emily Tacker of Austin; along with 
several nieces and nephews.

Memorials may be made to Heritage Home and Hospice 
in Tyler at 5070 Kinsey Dr., Tyler, 75703.

Bettie Ford Linnstaedter
Bettie Ford Linnstaedter, 90 of Big San-

dy, passed away Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2023. 
She was born Oct, 21, 1933 in Lindale.

A visitation was held on Friday, Dec. 
22, 2023 and a funeral service was held 
on Saturday Dec. 23, 2023 at Caudle-
Rutledge-Daugherty Funeral Home.

Burial was at Hopewell Cemetery.
Bettie was a member at First United Methodist in Big 

Sandy. She has lived in East Texas her whole life including 
Lindale, Tyler, and Big Sandy. She was involved in DAR, 
DRT, Daughters of the War of 1812 and loved her church 
along with her beloved family.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Victor Roe and 
Mary Elvira (Ferguson) Ford; brother, Otho Ford; sisters, 
Johnnie Mae Ford and Jo Satterfi eld Graham.

She is survived by her husband of 69 years, Bill Linnstaedter 
of Big Sandy; daughter, Susan Linnstaedter of Big Sandy; son, 
Kent and wife, Lisa Linnstaedter of Hawkins; sister, Marga-
ret McCain of Fort Worth; grandsons, Justin and wife Janie 
Linnstaedter of Hawkins, Jason and wife Cecilia Linnstaedter 
of Hawkins; great grandson, Roe Linnstaedter; along with 
several nieces and nephews.

We need to keep Jesus in Christmas

Dear Editor,
If it is Christmas in Lindale, where is Jesus (also 

known as Emmanuel)? His birth celebration is the 
reason for the season, the birth celebration for the 
salvation of all mankind.

So I’m the guy who writes letters the past couple 
of years around this time of year asking, “where is 
Christmas in Lindale?’’ The Spirit of God moves and 
is so highlighted this time of year. So why isn’t the 
emphasis on Jesus/Emmanuel instead of more and 
more on fi ctitious characters like the man in the red 
suit – almost worshipped.

My previous letters chided city leaders for the lack 
off  Christmas decorations like surrounding towns and 
cities with multiple nativity scenes on the town squares 
and main streets. Last year Lindale fi nally put a few 
gold tinseled trees on a few light posts and a few gold 
and silver boxes here and there.

And, wow, inside Picker’s Pavilion at the Cannery 
(they did a nice job) on center stage is makeshift sleight 
for photo ops, (but) there should be a manger, nativ-
ity scene. There’s no sign of baby Jesus anywhere but 
aliens and the Grinch are everywhere.

Have we all gone astray? This area is said to be the 
“buckle on the Bible belt’’ but how would we know it 
if we don’t put Jesus back in Christmas?

Sincerely in His love,
Robert R. Rozean

LETTER TO LETTER TO 
THE EDITORTHE EDITOR
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ROLL YOUR 
OWN 

CIGARETTES
STARTING AT:

$14.99/
CARTON

11 EAST TEXAS LOCATIONS
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME:

903-2    -480800

Lindale Police Department call logs for 
Dec. 15-21

FRIDAY, DEC. 15: Disturbance, 200 block East Hub-
bard Street, Settled at Scene; Motor Vehicle Crash, 200 
block West Hubbard Street, Report; Harassment, 300 block 
North Henry Street, Report; Lockout, 100 block East Cen-
tennial, Settled at Scene; Hit and Run Crash, 3300 block 
South Main Street, Report; Welfare Concern, 900 block 
South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 1400 
block South Main Street, False Alarm; Criminal Mischief, 
300 block Asher Lane, Settled at Scene.

SATURDAY, DEC. 16: Welfare Concern, 15400 block 
CR 463, Unable to Locate; Disturbance, 3200 block South 
Main Street, Settled at Scene; Mental Health Welfare 
Check, 3500 block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; 
Suspicious Vehicle, 100 block South Main Street, Settled 
at Scene; Public Service, 400 block Mallory Street, Settled 
at Scene; Theft, 700 block Abbey Road, Settled At Scene; 
Welfare Concern, 100 block Ballard Drive, Settled at Scene; 
Residential Alarm, 404 Hill Street, False Alarm; Public 
Service, 13400 block CR 472, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c 
Complaint, 3400 block South Main Street, Warning Issued.

SUNDAY, DEC. 17: Welfare Concern, 1300 block Brad 
Circle, Settled at Scene; Harassment, 200 block Mission 
Crest Circle, Settled at Scene; Warrant Service, 3400 block 

South Main Street, Arrest; Suspicious Circumstance, 500 
block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Motor Vehicle 
Crash, 900 block South Main Street, Report; Hit and Run 
Crash, 900 block South Main Street, Report.

MONDAY, DEC. 18: Suspicious Person, 600 block 
Jack Drive, Unable to Locate; Criminal Mischief, 300 
block Helen Drive, Report; Welfare Concern, 1400 block 
Wood Springs Road, Settled at Scene; Theft, 100 block 
East Centennial, Arrest; Motor Vehicle Crash, 200 block 
North Main Street, Report.

TUESDAY, DEC. 19: Public Service, 200 block North 
College Street, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 300 block 
Summer Tree Circle, Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 
200 block Cannery Row, Settled at Scene; Fraud, 3200 
block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Disturbance, 

17700 block CR 4112, Settled at Scene; Recover Stolen 
Vehicle, 17000 block South Main Street, Unable to Locate; 
Suspicious Circumstance, 300 block East Hubbard Street, 
Settled at Scene; Parking Violation, 1400 block White 
Bear Trail, Report.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 20: Suspicious Person,100 block 
East Centennial, Unable to Locate; Motor Vehicle Crash, 
554 IH-20 East, Settled at Scene; Traffi  c Complaint, 3500 
block South Main Street, Unable to Locate; Suspicious 
Vehicle, 300 block North Main Street, Settled at Scene; 
Possession of Controlled Substance, 12800 block CR 472, 
Arrest.

THURSDAY, DEC. 21: Mental Health Welfare Check, 
3200 block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Stolen 
Vehicle, 100 block East Centennial, Settled at Scene; 
Public Service, 300 block East South Street, Settled 
at Scene; 911 Hang Up Call, 2800 block South Main 
Street, Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 3200 block 
South Main Street, Unable to Locate; Business Alarm, 
2600 block South Main Street, False Alarm; Disturbance, 
13400 block CR 472, Report; Possession of a Controlled 
Substance,100 block East Centennial, Arrest; Suspicious 
Person, 100 block East Centennial, Settled at Scene; Assist 
Smith County, 12500 block Blackberry Drive, Settled at 
Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 1100 block South Main Street, 
Settled at Scene.

Smith County donated surplus computer 
equipment earlier this month to Mustard Seed 
Ministries that will be refurbished and given 
to local school children.

Dr. Karen Jones, founder and president of 
Mustard Seed Ministries, along with volun-
teers, received the donation from the Smith 
County Information Technology Department 
on Dec. 18.

Items included 115 laptops, 96 desktop 
computers, 51 monitors, 16 servers, 15 
printers, and other miscellaneous surplus 
equipment that cannot be redeployed in the 
County.

The donation was approved in Commis-
sioners Court on Dec. 5.

Mustard Seed serves about eight school 
districts throughout East Texas, as well as 
home-schooled children. As of Dec. 1, they 

have distributed 576 computers so far for the 
year, Dr. Jones said.

For many years, Smith County has donated 
outdated and broken computer equipment 
to Mustard Seed Ministries. The nonprofi t 
organization dismantles and reassembles 
the equipment and donates them to school 
children who do not have computers. 

In 2001, a small group formed to teach a 
one-time computer class to 15 students. A 
year later, they received their fi rst donation 
of salvaged computers. Mustard Seed now 
has more than a dozen volunteers, including 
several who teach computer classes. 

Mustard Seed Ministries, at 1420 N. 
Church Ave., is a nonprofi t organization and 
a working extension ministry of the United 
Methodist Church. For more information, 
visit www.mustardseedcomputers.com.

Smith County donates surplus computers to Mustard Seed

AgriLife Conference, Expo planned for Jan. 5
By Greg Grant

Smith County Horticulturist
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-

vice will be hosting the East Region AgriLife 
Conference and Expo on Jan. 5 at the W.T. 
Brookshire Conference Center, 2000 West 
Front Street in Tyler.

This educational event is geared towards 
professionals working for city parks depart-
ments, athletic fi elds, golf courses, school 
districts, pest control services, landscapers, 
lawn care services, and agricultural producers 
who are seeking continuing education.  

The program for Structural Applicators 
(SPCS) begins at 8:00 am and the program 
for Texas Department of Agricultural (TDA) 
Private, Commercial & Non-Commercial 
Applicators begins at 8:30 am. 

Registration for everyone begins at 7:15 
am. 6 SPCS CEU’s will be off ered (1 Termite, 
1 Pest, 2 General, 1 Lawn and Ornamental, 
1 Weed).  5 TDA CEU’s will be off ered (2 
General, 1 Laws and Regulations, and 2 
Integrated Pest Management).  

Registration is online at smith.agrilife.org 
for both events. The cost is $10 per person 
if registered online and on-site registration 
(pay at the door) is $20 per person.  Cash, 
checks, or credit cards will be accepted on 
site. Lunch will be provided.  For online reg-
istration, go to smith.agrilife.org/erace.  The 
fl yer and schedule are posted on the Texas 
A&M AgriLife-Smith County Facebook 

page.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the Smith County Extension offi  ce 
903-590-2980.  

Topics and speakers for Structural License:
Termite Identifi cation & Control - Janet 

Hurley, Senior Extension Program Specialist 
- IPM Texas A&M AgriLife Extension-Dallas

Pest Identifi cation & Control Strategies 
– Bryant McDowell, Extension Program 
Specialist – Urban IPM Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension-Dallas

Protecting Pollinators: Read the Label 
First – Janet Hurley, Senior Extension Pro-
gram Specialist- IPM Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension

Laws and Regulations Update - Dr. Mark 
Matocha, Associate Professor and Extension 
Specialist Texas A&M AgriLife Extension- 
College Station

Weed ID and Control – Clint Perkins CEA- 
AG/NR Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service, Smith County 

Lawn and Ornamental – Greg Grant, CEA 
Horticulture, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service, Smith County 

Topics and speakers for TDA AG License: 
IPM Strategies for Growing Warm Season 

Forages in East Texas – Dr. Vanessa Corri-
her – Olson, Professor and Extension Forage 
Specialist

Implementation of IPM Strategies in Con-
junction with Pesticide Modes of Action – Dr. 
Mark Matocha, Associate Professor & Exten-

sion Extension Specialist 
Feral Hog Toxicants – Dr. John Tomecek, 

Associate Professor & Extension Wildlife 
Specialist

Toxic Plant I.D. and Control in Pastures 
– Dr. Barron Rector, Associate Professor & 
Extension Range Specialist 

Picolinic Acid Training – Rob Brooks, 

Range & Pasture Specialist, Envu and Clint 
Perkins, CEA – AG/NR, Texas AgriLife Ex-
tension Service, Smith County

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension agents 
from Anderson, Cherokee, Gregg, Hender-
son, Kaufman, Panola, Rains, Rusk, Smith, 
Upshur, Van Zandt, and Wood Counties will 
be on hand to assist attendees.  



By Karen Walker
Smith County Master Gardener
Texas is a region known for our 

lush pine forests. The combina-
tion of suitable climate, soil and 
historical ecological conditions has 
created a welcoming environment 
for our beloved pine trees. 

The presence of these trees has 
not only shaped the landscape but 
also contributed to the economic 
and ecological well-being of the 
region.  However, it is essential to 
strike a balance between preserving 
native ecosystems and managing 
pine forests sustainability for the 
benefi t of both people and wildlife. 

The Pineywood’s contain three 
native species of Southern Yel-
low Pine that occupy these com-
mercially important forests: The 

Loblolly Pine, the Shortleaf Pine, 
and the Longleaf Pine.

Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) is 
the most common and commer-
cially important pine species in 
East Texas. It grows well in the 
region’s sandy soils and is a fast-
growing tree. 

This tree grows well in the re-
gion’s sandy soils and can reach 
heights of 125 feet with a trunk di-
ameter of 4 feet. Harvested wood is 
widely used for lumber, plywood, 
and paper production. 

Shortleaf Pine (Pinus echinata) 
is another important native species 
in East Texas. This species prefers 
well-drained soils and can be found 
mixed with other pines and hard-
woods. Shortleaf pine can reach 
heights of 100 feet and a trunk 

diameter larger than two feet. The 
shortleaf pine has shorter needles 
as compared to the Loblolly pine. 
Its wood is used for construction 
and utility pools. 

Longleaf Pine (Pinus palustris) 
is the last of the native species 
of Southern Yellow Pines in East 
Texas, but its population has dras-
tically declined due to historical 

logging and land clearing. Eff orts 
are being made to restore Longleaf 
pine ecosystems in the region. 

This majestic tree can reach 
heights of 125 feet with a diameter 
of 4 feet. This species reaches its 
greatest size on dry, sandy hills, but 
also can be found in the southeast 
Texas fl atwood plant communities. 
The wood is highly valued for its 
strength and is used in construc-
tion, utility poles and high-quality 
fl ooring.

The unique structure of East 
Texas native pine forests, with their 
open understory and needle-cov-
ered forest fl oor, creates a distinct 
microclimate that benefi ts many 
wildlife species. The presence of 
the Pineywoods’ diff erent native 
pine species can contribute to all 

living things by off ering varying 
habitats and resources. Conserva-
tion eff orts to protect and restore 
the pine ecosystem to east Texas 
are not only important for sus-
taining timber resources but also 
preserving the diverse wildlife that 
depends on these habitats. Proper 
forest management practices, 
including controlled burns and 
reforestation with native pine spe-
cies, can help maintain a healthy 
and resilient pine forest ecosystem. 
So, when in doubt, plant an East 
Texas native pine tree!

---
The Smith County Master Gar-

dener program is a volunteer 
organization in connection with 
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service.

Visit us at 
www.lindalenewsandtimes.com
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2023 Annual Event Sponsors

“Alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so much.”

The Friends appreciate the 2023 Annual 
Event Sponsors for joining us in support 

of the library and our community.

BOYS
The Lindale High School Eagles opened their District 16-

4A campaign with a 53-44 win over the Brownsboro Bears 
in Brownsboro on Dec. 19.

The Eagles jumped out to a 12-8 lead after one period only 
to fall behind 26-22 at intermission.

But in the third period, the Eagles put the clamps on the 
Bears’ off ense to take a 45-34 lead into the fourth period.

Lindale’s boys are now 7-6 on the year and were scheduled 
to host Tyler High School on Dec. 27 then welcome White-
house on Dec. 29 for another non-district game.

GIRLS
The Lindale High School Lady Eagles dropped their 

second District 16-4A contest of the year, a 50-36 decision 
to Brownsboro on Dec. 19.

Brownsboro took a 14-10 lead after one period but saw 
that trimmed to 21-20 at the half as the Lady Eagles made 
a surge before intermission.

In the third period, things went cold for Lindale as the Lady 
Eagles only scored three points and Brownsboro jumped out 
to a 37-23 advantage.

Lindale fell on Dec. 12 to co-district leader Canton, 54-
39, in Canton.

The Lady Eagles were scheduled to host Van (1-1 in dis-
trict) on Jan. 2 and travel to Mabank on Jan. 9.

Lindale is 11-8 on the season and 0-2 in district.

Basketball roundup: Boys take win, Lady Eagles falter

Lindale’s Ella Hutchens goes up for a shot against Brownsboro in 
the Lady Eagles game on Dec. 19. (Courtesy photo)

Cole Collinsworth of Lindale gets ready to make a move to the bas-
ket in a recent game against Brownsboro. (Courtesy photo)

Managing native pines essential in East Texas

Austin Bank recently honored employees 
for their outstanding work and years of ser-
vice with the company, including two from 
Lindale, publicity offi  cials announced.

They were recognized at the bank’s 2023 
Service Award Luncheon held earlier this 
month in Tyler.

“We are proud of all these employees 
because they work as a team serving our 
friends, neighbors and businesses located 
here in East Texas,” said Austin Bank Chair-
man of the Board Jeff  Austin III. “They are 
the key to our bank’s success. Each one takes 
pride in the tasks they handle in their job; 

and at the same time these employees con-
tinually strive to provide excellent service 
to our bank customers.”

“At Austin Bank our employees are the 
diff erence and perpetuate Austin Bank’s 
legacy. Each one has earned and deserves 
this recognition for their dedicated com-
mitment to the bank and its customers. We 
are proud of their contributions and accom-
plishments,” said Russ Gideon, President 
and CEO.

This year’s annual luncheon recognized 
Austin Bank employees who completed fi ve, 
10, 15, 20, 25, 30 and 35 years of service in 
2023. The honored group of 67 employees 
makes up a combined total of 841 years of 

experience.  Lindale recipients of fi ve-year 
service pins include:

Aracely Barrerra, Loan Assistant in the 
Kilgore offi  ce, began her career with the 
bank in 2018 as a Teller Operations Supervi-
sor.  She has over 14 years of banking experi-
ence.  A graduate of John Tyler High School, 
Barerra has also completed the bank’s Lead-
ership I and Loan Assistant school programs.  
She is a resident of Lindale.

Chris Molina, Senior Vice President 
and Relationship Manager, splits his time 
between the bank’s Lindale and Tyler West 
Loop locations.  His has more than 15 years 
in the banking industry.  Molina is a graduate 
of San Marcos High School, the University 
of Texas at Austin and the American Bankers 
Association Advanced Commercial Lending 
School.  A resident of Tyler, he and his wife, 
Melanie, have three daughters.  Very active 
in his community, Molina is a member of 
Leadership Tyler Class 26 and currently 
serves as class representative and committee 
member.  In addition, he is a board member 
of the Tyler/Smith County Texas Exes and 
the Better Business Bureaus serving Central 
East Texas.

Austin Bank Lindale employees honored

Rotary Club’s Day of Giving
Each year the Lindale Rotary Club’s Day of Giving provides funds to various organizations 
throughout the community. Club President Jason Beard is shown with Christ Point Methodist 
Church Senior Pastor Michael Peschke. The Rotary Club meets each Tuesday at noon at Christ 
Point Methodist. (Courtesy photo)
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BJ#3760445
SUMMONS

(CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER (Número del Caso):

23CV04385
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT (AVISO AL DEMANDADO): 
Dove Development, Inc., a California corporation; ALL 
PERSONS UNKNOWN CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR EQ-
UITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN OR INTEREST 
IN THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT 
ADVERSE TO PLAINTIFF'S TITLE OR ANY CLOUD 
UPON PLAINTIFF'S TITLE THERETO; and DOES 1 
through 50, inclusive.
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF (LO ESTÁ DE-
MANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE): William Edward Pa-
sich, an individual; Jane Ann Tucker, an individual NO-
TICE! You have been sued. The court may decide against 
you without your being heard unless you respond within 
30 days. Read the information below. You have 30 CAL-
ENDAR DAYS after this summons and legal papers are 
served on you to file a written response at this court and 
have a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call 
will not protect you. Your written response must be in 
proper legal form if you want the court to hear your case. 
There may be a court form that you can use for your re-
sponse. You can find these court forms and more infor-
mation at the California Courts Online Self-Help Center 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or 
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing 
fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do not 
file your response on time, you may lose the case by de-
fault, and your wages, money, and property may be taken 
without further warning from the court. There are other 
legal requirements. You may want to call an attorney right 
away. If you do not know an attorney, you may want to 
call an attorney referral service. If you cannot afford an 
attorney, you may be eligible for free legal services from 
a nonprofit legal services program. You can locate these 
nonprofit groups at the California Legal Services Web site 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online 
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by 
contacting your local court or county bar association. 
NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived fees and 
costs on any settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or 
more in a civil case. The court's lien must be paid before 
the court will dismiss the case. ¡AVISO! Lo han deman-
dado. Si no responde dentro de 30 días, la corte puede 
decidir en su contra sin escuchar su versión. Lea la infor-
mación a continuación. Tiene 30 DÍAS DE CALENDARIO 
después de que le entreguen esta citación y papeles le-
gales para presentar una respuesta por escrito en esta 
corte y hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. 
Una carta o una llamada telefónica no lo protegen. Su 
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal 
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es 
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar 
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios de 
la corte y más información en el Centro de Ayuda de las 
Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblio-
teca de leyes de su condado o en la corte que le quede 
más cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota de presentación,
pida al secretario de la corte que le dé un formulario de 
exención de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta 
a tiempo, puede perder el caso por incumplimiento y la 
corte le podrá quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin más 
advertencia. Hay otros requisitos legales. Es recomend-
able que llame a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no con-
oce a un abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de remis-
ión a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un abogado, es 
posible que cumpla con los requisitos para obtener servi-
cios legales gratuitos de un programa de servicios legal-
es sin fines de lucro. Puede encontrar estos grupos sin 
fines de lucro en el sitio web de California Legal Services, 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de 
las Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) o ponién-
dose en contacto con la corte o el colegio de abogados 
locales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene derecho a reclamar 
las cuotas y los costos exentos por imponer un gravamen 
sobre cualquier recuperación de $10,000 ó más de valor
recibida mediante un acuerdo o una concesión de arbi-
traje en un caso de derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el gra-
vamen de la corte antes de que la corte pueda desechar 
el caso. The name and address of the court is (El nom-
bre y dirección de la corte es): Santa Barbara Superior 
Court 1100 Anacapa Street Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
The name, address, and telephone number of plaintiff's 
attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney, is (El nombre, la 
dirección y el número de teléfono del abogado del de-
mandante, o del demandante que no tiene abogado, 
es): Todd A. Amspoker 200 E. Carrillo St., Ste. 400 San-
ta Barbara, CA 93101 (805)962- 0011 DATE (Fecha): 
10/5/2023 Narzralli Baksh, Clerk (Secretario), Deputy 
(Adjunto) (SEAL) NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: 
You are served 11/28, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19/23
BJ-3760445#

CAUSE NO. 47336G.
   GUARDIANSHIP OF    §     IN THE COUNTY COURT
      § 
REBECCA SLOAN (GAY) WILDER , §     AT LAW NO. THREE, OF
                     § 
AN INCAPACITATED PERSON §     SMITH COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Notice is hereby given that original Letters of 
Guardianship for the Estate of Rebecca Sloan (Gay) Wild-
er, an incapacitated person, were issued on December 7, 
2023, in Cause No. 47336G, pending in the County Court 
at Law No. Three of Smith County, Texas, to:
 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.
 Jeremy Wilder
 c/o: Joe K. Thigpen 
 Attorney at Law
 102 North College, Suite 808
 Tyler, Texas 75702
DATED the 18th day of December, 2023.
   /s/ Joe K. Thigpen  
  Attorney for Jeremy Wilder 
  State Bar No.: 19837400 
  102 North College, Suite 808
  Tyler, Texas 75702
  Telephone: (903) 595-0998
  Facsimile: (903) 595-1299 
  joethigpen@yahoo.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 24-30, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC
The gift that keeps you learning – the Texas 
Almanac  2024-2025 is the premier reference for 
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with 
the latest information, including the 254 county 
maps and population estimates for every Texas 
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case 
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

BOB’SBASEBALL TOURS

August 2-12, 2024

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball, 
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of 
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Officials with the East Texas 
Council of Government’s an-
nounced this past week that the 
Federal Railroad Administration 
has designated the I-20 Corridor 
Intercity Passenger Rail Service as 
one of the selected corridors for the 
agency’s Corridor Identifi cation 
and Development Program.

ETCOG is partnering with the 
city of Longview on this project.

Offi  cials said this development 
is a signifi cant milestone for the 
long-advocated rail connection 
between Dallas/Fort Worth and 
Atlanta, Georgia.

The I-20 Corridor long-distance 
passenger rail connection be-
tween Dallas/Fort Worth and At-
lanta, Georgia—through Mineola, 
Longview, Marshall, Texas, and 
northern Louisiana—has been 
advocated for and collaborated on 
by a coalition of county judges, 

mayors, local, state, and federal 
elected officials, and grassroots 
advocates, for nearly 17 years.

Attending a press conference 
announcing the designation were 
several offi  cials from ETCOG.

“This Corridor grant designation 
by the FRA, connecting Dallas/
Fort Worth through East Texas 
to Meridian, Mississippi, is a sig-
nifi cant step forward for the full 
I-20 long-distance rail route that 
is envisioned between Dallas/Fort 
Worth and Atlanta, Georgia, and 
connecting with the East Coast 
and New York City,” said Chair-
man, Judge Leward LaFleur. “East 
Texas is the perfect route for this 
project, allowing the development 
of new services to align on existing 
infrastructure.”

“This is outstanding news for our 
region and all communities along 
the I-20 Corridor. The east-west 

connection across our southern 
region will bring signifi cant ben-
efi ts to both urban and rural areas. 
We thank all who have dedicated 
themselves to reaching this impor-
tant milestone,” said Judge Bill 
Stoudt. “We also want to thank 
Amtrak, as always, for their very 
valued and continued partnership 
and collaboration for our Amtrak 
Served Communities in East Texas, 
as well as communities throughout 
Amtrak’s National Network. We 
look forward to the continued col-

laborative eff orts going forward.”
The I-20 Corridor Intercity Pas-

senger Rail Service would serve 
various cities in Texas, Louisiana, 
and Mississippi. To seek funding 
for this eff ort, a joint application 
was submitted by the Southern 
Rail Commission to represent the 
initiative, which was successfully 
awarded $500,000 for Step 1 of 
the program.

In a recent press release, Dis-
trict 1 U.S. House Representative 
Nathanial Moran emphasized the 
importance of the investment.

“Improving East Texas’ infra-
structure and connecting the First 
District to metropolitan areas 
along I-20 is an essential eff ort for 
ensuring long-term growth and 
prosperity,’’ Moran said. “This 
investment will help better position 
Mineola, Longview, and Marshall 
for future economic opportunities 

and growth. I have seen fi rsthand 
the positive eff ects of investing in 
our railroads, and I will continue 
to work with our local leaders to 
advocate for programs that better 
our infrastructure and strengthen 
our economy.”

The I-20 Corridor project is clas-
sifi ed under the FRA’s New Con-
ventional Rail category, operating 
at speeds of up to 79-125 mph, 
primarily on existing rail align-
ments shared with other railroad 
operations.

Funding for the FRA’s Corridor 
ID program was allocated by the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (IIJA), passed by Congress and 
signed into law by President Biden 
on Nov. 15, 2021. The IIJA allo-
cated $66 billion for rail, includ-
ing $16 billion for long-distance 
passenger rail routes, such as the 
I-20 Corridor.

ETCOG offi cials announce rail corridor designation
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allegedly interfering with her son’s arrest is erroneous and that 
she committed no crime and her Fourth, Fifth and Eighth Amend-
ment rights were violated.

Lady Eagles land several players
on All-District basketball team

Lindale High School’s Lady Eagles placed two players on 
the fi rst and second teams and three on the honorable mention 
squad as the District 16-4A basketball coaches voted on the top 
players for the 2022-23 season. Seniors Marley Keith and Brooke 
Everest were named to the fi rst team, while Madison Luster and 
Makenna Burks were chosen for the second team.

Honorable mention selections from Lindale included Jillian 
Ortiz, Allie Davenport and Elise Pierce. Lindale also placed 
several on the Academic All District team. They were Jillian 
Ortiz, Allie Davenport, Elise Pierce, Brooke Everest, Makenna 
Burks, Marley Keith, Madison Luster, Landri Laing, Lydia Payne, 
Whitney Dao, Felicity Thiem, Kayli Vickery and Abigail Lee.

JULY
County commissioners unanimously 
approve Findley as new fi re marshal

Smith County Commissioners voted unanimously to appoint 
Paul Findley as the Smith County Fire Marshal during their 
regular weekly meeting held on July 5 in downtown Tyler.

Findley served previously as city of Tyler Fire Marshal and 
Public Information Offi cer, which he served for 14 years. 

He began his new duties on July 10.
“I am excited about this new opportunity, and I look forward 

to seeking out avenues to connect with our community and to 
work alongside our public safety partners as we strive to make 
our county as safe and healthy as possible,” Findley said. 

Smith County Judge Neal Franklin said they received 15 ap-
plications for the job and the top three candidates were reviewed 
during the Commissioners Court’s executive session.

Lindale’s Poe chooses Alabama
Casey Poe, one of the most sought after Lindale High School 

football players in recent memory, announced via social media 
he will attend the University of Alabama this fall.

Poe, a four-star offensive lineman, had offers from Auburn and 
LSU of the Southeastern Conference, Texas Tech and Oklahoma 
from the Big 12 and Clemson of the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

“After a long process, which I would like to thank all of the 
coaches and different fan bases and everyone that has supported 
me, thank you,” Poe said via social media. “Now is the time I 
would like to let you know I will be furthering my athletic and 
academic career at the University of Alabama. Roll Tide.”

AUGUST
Lindale’s Legrow named to all-state team

Lindale High School pitcher Hudson Legrow has been named 
to the Blue Bell/Texas Sports Writers Association’s Class 4A All-
State baseball team, publicity offi cials announced.

Legrow, an incoming junior, helped the Eagles to the Region II 
Area Championship this past May by tossing a one-hitter against 
Community in a 10-0, fi ve-inning game.

He allowed just two walks in the series clincher.

  Heat forces county to issue burn ban
In response to the withering summer heat, Smith County 

Commissioners Court voted to issue a burn ban for the county 
the fi rst week of August.

The Keetch-Byram Drought Index for Smith County was 

averaging 632, with the highs in the 700s. The KBDI ranges 
from 0 to 800 and is used to determine forest fi re potential. In 
the past, Smith County has issued a burn ban when the drought 
index falls around 700.

“It’s no surprise it’s hot outside and dangerously so,” Smith 
County Fire Marshal Paul Findley said during his Commission-
ers Court update. “Looking at the forecast, it most likely will get 
worse before it gets better.”

SEPTEMBER
Council OKs budget, tax rate for FY 2023-24
 A budget for fi scal year 2023-24, to be funded by a property 

tax rate of .36 per $100 valuation, was approved by Lindale City 
Council members at city hall during their regularly scheduled 
meeting.  Prior to the voting, a public hearing was held. No one 
chose to speak during the hearing. 

In addition to the tax rate council members voted to approve an 
ordinance levying the tax rate with a portion of that rate —.1839 
— to go towards the maintenance and operations fund. Another 
portion of the rate —.1760 — was approved by the council to 
be dedicated to the interest and sinking rate. 

All votes were roll call votes, as required by statute. Mayor 
Pro Tem Yvette Aguirri Martin was absent from the meeting. 

OCTOBER
Lady Eagles continue district dominance

Lindale High School’s Lady Eagles volleyball team added 
two more wins to its season ledger by defeating Athens in a 
District 16-4A match and taking care of non-district foe Neches 
on Tuesday. In addition to the victories, a personal milestone was 
reached by junior Addison Ridge who earned her 1,000th career 
dig during the Athens match.

The Lady Eagles’ captain, Ridge is a six rotation player and 
earned praise from Head Coach Jessica Dimsdle.

“Addison is very fun to coach. She is passionate about the 
sport and a fi erce competitor,’’ Dimsdle said. “I’m so proud of 
her hard work to accomplish this feat.”

With the win over Athens, the Lady Eagles improved to 6-0 in 
district play and upped their season mark to 28-7 overall.

Eagles stun Chapel Hill, 35-23
The Lindale High School Eagles sent shock waves throughout 

East Texas with a 35-23 victory over the No. 1-ranked Chapel 
Hill Bulldogs at Eagle Stadium.

Chapel Hill would eventually make its way to the state cham-
pionship game where it was shut out by Anna, 26-0.

Lindale used an almost perfect game plan to depose of the 
Bulldogs by holding on to the ball as long as possible to keep the 
quick-striking Chapel Hill offense on the side lines.

The Eagles ran 77 plays to just 29 for Chapel Hill and the 
time of possession was tilted severely in Lindale’s favor (39:25 
to 8:27), and on their fi rst scoring drive the Eagles held the ball 
more than 9 minutes.

“Our coaches did a great job planning this game,’’ said LHS 
Head Coach Chris Cochran. “I’ve always said I work with the 
best in the business and they proved that.’’

NOVEMBER
LHS band brings home another title

The Pride of Lindale March Band from Lindale High School 
brought home its fourth state title by winning the UIL State 
Military Band competition at McClane Stadium in Waco.

Lindale won the Class 4A division with Spring Hill High 
School second, Bullard third and Gilmer fourth.

The previous week, the Lindale band earned a Division I 

Sweepstakes at the UIL Marching Band Contest in Nacogdoches 
for the 49th straight year.

This is the fourth year that the UIL has had a separate Military 
and Open Style State Marching Band Competition. It allows 
both styles to be judged based upon criteria specifi c to each style.  

“I am so thankful to get the opportunity to work with the young 
men and women of the Lindale Band,” said Band Director Steven 
Moore. “They are the best and I am so proud of them. I also want 
to thank my staff. They are amazing at what they do and I am 
thankful to call them colleagues and friends. Finally, thank you to 
the Lindale community, Lindale Band Boosters and band parents, 
the LISD Board of Trustees, LISD staff and administrators for 
all of their support.”

Several Lady Eagles earn
All District honors for 2023

The Lindale High School Lady Eagles were well represented 
as the District 16-4A coaches recently selected their all-district 
volleyball squad for the 2023 season.

Lindale’s Addison Ridge was voted the Most Valuable Player, 
Kayli Vickery was selected the Blocker of the Year and LHS Head 
Coach Jessica Dimsdle and her staff were chosen Coach of the 
Year. Dimsdle led her Lady Eagles to an overall record of 36-9 
on the season and a District 16-4A championship.

In the Bi-District round, the Lady Eagles defeated Paris and 
then downed Caddo Mills in the Area round. In the Regional 
quarterfi nals Lindale eliminated Farmersville then fell to Caddo 
Mills in the Regional semifi nals.

The Lady Eagles were also well represented on the All-District 
Academic Team. These players are Reagan Hope, Reagan Cates, 
Kayli Vickery, Aspen Ives, Ana-Russell Johnson, Callie Schmidt, 
Addison Ridge, Macy Luster, Maddox Lay, Megan McGee, 
Maddie LIttle, Ella Hutchens, Whitney Dao and Alyssa Potts.

DECEMBER
Parade dazzles kids of all ages

Downtown Lindale was dazzling and kids of all ages were 
delighted as the annual Lindale Rotary Club’s Christmas Parade 
stepped off at E.J. Moss Intermediate School. 

Shiny fl oats, costumed characters and the award-winning Pride 
of Lindale High School marching band entertained hundreds of 
spectators, lined four and fi ve deep along U.S. 69 before conclud-
ing at Lindale’s First Baptist Church. 

The night wasn’t over after the parade fi nished however, as the 
festivities continued at Picker’s Pavilion which featured holiday-
themed decorations and the important guy himself Santa Claus. 

City acquires right of ways on Centennial
In an effort to ease traffi c at the south end of the city, Lindale 

offi cials secured the right of ways for Centennial Ave. to the east 
which will eventually hook up with Jim Hogg Road. 

City Manager Carolyn Caldwell, while understanding there 
is more to come on this particular project, points out the initial 
advantages of securing these strips of land.

“We’re just wanting to move traffi c,’’ she said. “There aren’t 
any projects planned now but we need to ease that traffi c fl ow 
down there.’’

To anyone who has tried to negotiate that area in the busy 
times of the day, i.e., early morning and mid-to late afternoon, 
this should be welcome news. Liberty Crossing, which branches 
off the I-20 service road to the north, will eventually connect 
with Centennial as it then connects with Jim Hogg Road. This 
is a joint project with Smith County, and it will eventually be a 
two-lane road connecting the two. Caldwell said the project will 
go out for bids in January, 2024.
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