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Downtown two-car wreck
No one was seriously injured from this two car wreck early Thursday morning during the usual busy time involving school 
traffi c. Lindale police offi cers and emergency vehicles were quick on the scene and traffi c fl ow continued in short order.

Photo by Terry Cannon

BARDWELL

Bardwell picked 
for newspaper 
Hall of Fame

Nominees may come from any 
facet of the newspaper business, in-
cluding editorial, photojournalism, 
advertising, business, production, 
circulation, management or any 
combination of backgrounds.

P h i l  M a -
jor, publisher 
of the Wood 
County Moni-
tor, nominated 
Suzanne stat-
ing:

• Have made 
an outstanding 
contribution to 

Texas newspa-
per journalism or, through Texas 
journalism, to newspaper journal-
ism generally, or

• Have made an extraordinary 
contribution to their communities, 
regions, the state of Texas or the 
nation through newspaper journal-
ism, or

• Have advanced the legacy of a 
free and responsible press, and

• Have inspired others to improve 
the quality of the profession of 
journalism.

When Suzanne Bardwell passed 
away suddenly on Jan. 7, 2022, the 
breadth and depth of her contribu-
tion to community journalism was 
instantly brought into sharp focus.

She was my friend, so I did not 
think of her in Hall of Fame terms, 
but when the idea was suggested, 
my fi rst thought was that she was 
one of the most Hall-of-Fame 
people I have ever known.

As I read through the description 
of those deserving nomination to 
the hall (above), she easily checks 
all those boxes.

Perhaps the greatest testament 
came in the days following her 
death when, thanks to social media, 
those offering accolades numbered 
well over 1,000. I’m sure she would 
have appreciated the irony that it 
came form a media she despised.

These poignant comments told 
many stories. What shone through 
was that she had accomplished her 
purpose. Many of those comments 
came from former journalism stu-
dents, and it was clear that she had 
taught them to write well, and to do 
so with passion.

I won’t print those comments but 
would invite you to view a sampling 
on the Gladewater Mirror Face-
book page in the days following 
her death.

That alone is an incredible legacy 
to Texas journalism. I wish there 
were statistics that would show 
the contributions her students have 
made to society.

Then after 33 years in the class-
room, all the while supporting 
community journalism through the 
scholarship committee of the North 
and East Texas Press Association, 
and being the backstop, supporter 
and cheerleader for her husband, 
Jim, a career community newspaper 
man, she “retired.” More like jump-
ing out of the frying pan.

Her work on the scholarship com-
mittee was actually just an exten-
sion of her life’s work as a teacher, 
helping shepherd her students on to 
the next level. And beyond that she 
served as a contest judge numerous 
times (newspaper and high school 

Karen Phillips, 65, of Tyler and wife of Smith County Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Terry Phillips, was arrested Tuesday, April 4 on one count of interfering 
with public duties after she allegedly attempted to prevent the arrest of her 
son Derrick Phillips, court records show.

She was released from the Smith County Jail 
later that day after posting a $1,000 bond. The 
charge is a Class B Misdemeanor.

Smith County District Attorney Jacob Putnam 
announced that under current law, his offi ce can-
not prosecute the case and will instead be turned 
over to an outside prosecutor.

“My offi ce is committed to seeing justice done 
in every case and prosecuting every case equally, 
regardless of whom the defendant is,’’ Putnam 
said. “There are circumstances under the law, 
however, that require my offi ce to recuse and have 

a visiting prosecutor appointed.” 
The district attorney added that while his offi ce is duty bound to prosecute 

all cases within the county, all attorneys “are bound by the Texas Rule of 
Professional Conduct, which prohibit lawyers from having confl icts with 
their clients,’’ and since Terry Phillips is a county commissioner, he is in fact 
a “client of the Smith County District Attorney’s Offi ce for certain matters.’’

Putnam said that “prosecuting the son and spouse of a current client could 
lead to potential legal confl icts of interest with Commissioner Phillips, es-
pecially if he is a witness to the events that transpired on March 28, 2023.’’

According to Smith County Sheriff’s Offi ce spokesman Larry Christian, 
deputies sought to arrest Derrick Phillips based on a March 28 incident dur-
ing a traffi c stop in the area of Farm to Market Road 14.

Derrick Phillips allegedly interfered with a traffi c stop involving another 

Wife of county commissioner faces charges after incidence at residence
man, Cody Voss, who was being pulled over for having one of his tail lights 
out on his vehicle.

A deputy attempted to pull over Voss’ vehicle for the tail lights issue while 
driving on FM 14, but instead of stopping, Voss pulled into the Phillips’ 
residence, Christian said. 

Derek Phillips was driving in front of Voss and he got involved with the 
traffi c stop, Christian said, adding that Phillips soon became belligerent and 
another deputy came to assist with the arrest.

When a second deputy arrived to provide assistance, an attempt was made 
to arrest Derrick Phillips, who then ran into the residence.

Christian said deputies tried to restrain him and that Phillips then dropped 
himself to the ground and refused to move once he was brought outside, 
court documents show.

Phillips was ultimately charged with resisting arrest, interfering with pub-
lic duties and evading arrest or detention. He was released from the Smith 
County Jail after posting a $4,500 bond on March 29.

Voss was arrested on charges of failure to identify and held on a $250 bond 
before being released on March 29.

Smith County Larry Smith said after reviewing bodycam and dashcam 
video of the incident, the decision was made to arrest Karen Phillips.

“Karen Phillips could be seen interrupting the traffi c stop,” Smith said.” 
She attempted to grab the deputy as he was running after the Phillips’ son. 
And then tried to get between them as he (deputy) was getting the Phillips’ 
son out of the house and into the marked unit.”

Smith said Karen Phillips could be heard on multiple video clips of the 
incident using foul language directed at his deputies.

“I’m not going to say what she was saying,’’ he said. “At some point in time, 
people will be able to see and hear for themselves what she was saying. I’m 
ashamed to say those things a public offi cial would say towards my deputies.” 

A letter of support for a grant application to the Federal Railroad 
Administration’s Corridor Identifi cation and Development Program for 
continued funding for passenger rail service through East Texas was 
approved by the Smith County Commissioners during their weekly 
meeting on April 4.

The letter, written by Smith County Judge Neal Franklin, was unani-
mously approved by commissioners.

The grant application is from the I-20 Corridor Long-Distance Pas-
senger Rail Connection and East Texas Council of Governments.

Using existing track, the route would begin in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area, connect with Marshall and then to Meridian, Miss., before eventu-
ally winding up in New York City and connecting cities along the route.

In April, 2022, commissioners were briefed on the project by Christina 
Anderson of the I-20 Corridor Council, which is based in Marshall.

During that meeting Anderson pointed out as highway traffi c numbers 
increase on I-20, a passenger rail line connecting two large metropolitan 
areas – D/FW and Atlanta and serving East Texas as well – would be a 

“great return on investment’’ because the route is on an existing right-
of-way.

“We believe with the work we’ve been doing (on the rail project) we 
can be in a place to push this very important transportation project over 
the goal line,’’ she said.

She said her group began developing support for the project several 
years ago.

“We began to reach to the west as well as to the east in building grass-
roots support for the project and we’ve managed to sustain this support 
through the years,’’ she added.

So far, $16 billion has been earmarked for long distance rail by the fed-
eral government and by forming a multi-state coalition – Texas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Georgia – the railway would be economically viable.

“It would not get in the way of regular train service,’’ she said. “And 
we are so proud to include Smith County in this initiative.’’

Anderson said Amtrak would choose the number of cars for each train 
running on the line with approximately 30 passengers per car.

County commissioners support rail service

Lindale High School senior offensive/defensive line-
man Will Hutchens has been named to the Texas High 
School Coaches Association Super Elite Team in Class 
4A, publicity offi cials announced this week.

Hutchens, who has signed to play with the Sam 
Houston State Bearkats in the fall, was named the 
District 9-4A Division I Offensive Lineman of the 
year for 2022. 

He made 41 starts for the Eagles during his three-
year varsity career and contributed to offenses that accumulated more 
than 17,000 total yards, including 10,123 yards on the ground and 142 
touchdowns.

Hutchens only allowed two sacks during his three years with the LHS 
varsity and as a senior, he graded out at 89 percent with 61 knockdowns, 
57 pancake blocks and no sacks allowed.

He was also named fi rst team All-District in 2021.
“This is a very special young man,’’ LHS Head Coach Chris Cochran 

said of Hutchens. “We are going to miss who he is as a player and a 
young man.’’ 

He was named fi rst team All-District in 2021.
These awards recognize high school athletes across Texas in all sports 

beginning in the Fall of the 2022-23 school year. 
The THSCA Super Elite Teams consists of high school players 

Lindale’s Will Hutchens named to THSCA Super Elite Class 4A team

Continued on Page 2
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Opinion/Commentary THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

THE ECONOMIST
The US economy is currently enduring some major head-

winds. High infl ation persists even as the Federal Reserve 
raises interest rates. Fallout from the escalating interest 
rates is affecting a number of industries and individuals, 
with ripple effects throughout the economy. Geopolitical 

uncertainty is also a factor, with not 
only Russia-Ukraine, but several other 
areas showing signs of rising tensions. 
However, while there will almost cer-
tainly be some bumps along the way, 
I don’t anticipate a major meltdown. 
In fact, our latest projections call for 
notable growth over the next fi ve years. 
Let’s briefl y explore a few key issues. 

Infl ation has proven diffi cult to manage. Many analysts 
underestimated the infl ationary power of massive stimulus 
packages and what would happen when people started try-
ing to spend that extra bonanza even as the supply chain 
was reeling from the pandemic. Added to that pressure 
were the disruptions in energy and agricultural markets 
stemming from the invasion of Ukraine, a fi re in a major 
South Korean semiconductor facility, and other assorted 
calamities. Markets for various items continue to be con-
strained at times, pushing up prices. 

Though we are saddled with some of these pressures 
for a while, others are lessening. Inventories of many 
items are rising, which should tame price increases. The 
housing market has cooled to some extent (see below), 
helping with costs to buy or rent. Wholesale prices are 
also moderating, which is often a harbinger of things to 
come. Looking over a fi ve-year horizon, I think we’ll see 
infl ation at very manageable levels, though it will likely 
take a while to get there. 

As the Federal Reserve has taken action to raise target in-
terest rates, there has been signifi cant fallout. The housing 
market is particularly sensitive to borrowing costs; in most 
areas, prices and new construction are down. Uncertainty 
about the economy is adding to real estate challenges, 
though there isn’t a massive structural problem such as we 
saw during the Great Recession. High-profi le bank failures 
(largely due to poor management of interest rate risk and 
institution-specifi c issues) have made headlines, but no 
major systemic issues appear to be present. 

For these and other reasons (such as tensions in several 
regions of the globe), concerns regarding the future per-
formance of the economy are causing some retrenchment. 
It’s an unavoidable outcome of what the Fed is trying to 
do and the vagaries of the times. Growth in the near term 
will undoubtedly be curtailed, though I think the chatter 
greatly exaggerates the risk of a major downturn. Our 
latest forecast anticipates growth in real gross product at 
a 2.81% annual pace over the next fi ve years, while em-
ployment rises by 1.73% per year. All things considered, 
that is not too bad. 

Stay safe!

Short-Term Outlook for the US Economy

Gary Borders 
Capital Highlights

The Texas Senate has passed a controversial plan to build 
more natural gas-powered plants in the state, despite wide-
spread opposition from critics who say the two bills could lead 
to billions in added costs to customers. The goal of the bills, 
according to its sponsors, is to avoid another massive power 
outage such as the one in the winter of 2021 that killed more 
than 200 people, the Texas Tribune reported.

Houston Chronicle columnist Chris Tomlinson reported 
that 22 out of 24 people who testifi ed on Senate Bill 6 voiced 
opposition. The plants would sit idle at least 97% of the time.

“The Association of Electric Companies of Texas found com-
mon ground with the Sierra Club. Texas Competitive Power 
Advocates agreed with the South Texas Electric Cooperative. 
Energy giant NRG joined the consumer advocacy group Public 
Citizen in declaring SB 6 a lousy idea,” Tomlinson wrote.

Degrees can be revoked for misconduct
The Texas Supreme Court reversed previous lower-court rul-

ings and ruled last week that Texas universities can revoke previ-
ously awarded degrees for academic misconduct, the Statesman 
reported. The University of Texas at Austin and Texas State 
University, in separate cases that were consolidated, argued 
they should be able to revoke doctorate degrees from students 
who committed academic misconduct to “protect their reputa-
tions and the value of degrees conferred upon their students.”

Both cases involved students accused of fabricating data 
that was discovered after the degrees had been conferred. Both 

Controversial electric grid plan passes Senate

students sued their respective universities after their degrees 
were revoked.

“The only difference between expelling a current student 
for academic misconduct and revoking the degree of a former 
student for the exact same academic misconduct is one of tim-
ing,” Justice Debra Lehrmann wrote.

Temps topped 100 degrees in Texas prisons
The indoor temperature inside at least 15 state-operated jails 

and prisons exceeded 100 degrees last summer, according to 
a report by The Dallas Morning News. The data indicates that 
both inmates and staff are exposed to dangerous levels of heat 
in the state’s facilities that do not have air conditioning.

A lack of climate control has contributed to the deaths of 
nearly two dozen inmates between 1998 and 2012, according 
to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, as well as the 
heat-related illnesses of dozens of prison guards.

The News reported that state standards say county jails and 
animal shelters should get no hotter than 85 degrees, but Texas 
prisons are not required to have air conditioning.

While previous attempts to fund air conditioning for the 
state’s prisons have failed, the House budget passed last week 
sets aside more than a half-billion dollars for that purpose. In 
addition, two bills to install cooling systems in the prison system 
were approved in committee.

Texas General Land offi ce awards 
$6 million for coastal counties

The Texas General Land Offi ce has awarded $6 million for 
projects across seven coastal counties with a combination of 

The Best of 
Suzanne 
Bardwell

Oil is in the blood ...

federal and state funding.
The projects are intended in part to improve amenities for 

greater beach access in a number of locations, as well as devel-
oping early warning systems for coastal fl ooding.

Gladewater’s East Texas Gusher Days is on the way this 
week with fun activities that run through next Saturday’s fi sh-
ing tourney. I can already smell the turkey legs and taste the 
lemonade. And maybe, if the rain will hold off, my sweetie 
will ride the ferris wheel with me and hold my hand. Well, 
it was a sweet thought anyway. 

Oil Patch culture runs deep in my family and Jim’s as well. 
His granddaddy Clyde came to East Texas with the cavalry 
when lawlessness was running as freely as oil. He met Jim’s 
Piney Woods’ Granny and that was it. Clyde was here to stay. 
In the ‘60s Grandaddy Clyde ran wells and Jimmy grew up 
running them with him, learning how to drive before his feet 
could reach the pedals of that old green Chevy truck. 

My dad worked the oilfi eld at night and farmed during 
the day for years before he moved to the Sunoco offi ce job 
where he got to use a slide rule which I still have. I have no 
idea how to use it, but I have it. 

My grandmother’s brother lost his life in an oil fi eld ac-
cident. He was knocked unconscious and fell from near the 
top of a derrick. She grieved for her baby brother until she left 
this earth. There was danger. A great deal of it. There still is. 

My grandfather was a wildcatter for a few years and two 
of my great-uncles helped bring in the West Texas oilfi elds 
and helped build the industry around the Permian Basin. 

I really do have a little of that black gold in my blood, 
along with all that black dirt between my toes that I grew 
up on. Roughnecks and cowboys are as Texas as you can 
get and Gladewater has had its fair share of both. So has my 
family. I like that connection. Nope, I love that connection. 

Magnolia Oil was birthed in Corsicana, my as ‘close as 
it gets’ hometown. Of course, Magnolia evolved into Mobil 
Oil. When I was working on my graduate degree in history I 
did research on that part of Texas oil history. My dad’s Mobil 
Pegasus belt buckle is missing and that makes me so sad. I 
loved that buckle with the fl ying horse. I still get that warm 
and fuzzy feeling when traveling through Dallas and there 
Pegasus sits atop a downtown building.

My curiosity about the industry led me to attend Kilgore 
College’s Petroleum Institute in the ‘80s. We learned about 
geology, chemistry, engineering and the history of the Wood-
bine oilfi eld. We toured drilling and historical sites. I loved 
every minute and when we toured KC’s new Oil Museum it 
was thrilling. No kidding, thrilling. 

Gusher Days carries its own thrills too. From the nation-
ally sanctioned chili cooks to the youngest kids clutching 
balloons this is small-town fun and charm. 

I am excited to be a part of Gladewater’s continuing heri-
tage. And I always look forward to Gusher Days. It is family 
fun at its best and a community enjoying life as a family. It 
just doesn’t get any better than that. 

 Lindale council members voted to begin taking bids for the 
city sidewalk project in the northeast portion of downtown 
during their fi rst meeting of the month on April 4 at city hall. 

The city has $350,000 in Community Block Develop-
ment grant money and the use of these funds was approved 
in April, 2022. The grant was applied for in 2017 and 2020 
before getting approved in 2022. 

City offi cials hope the sidewalks will be completed by 
Thanksgiving, 2023. 

The council also set rental fees for the new Kinzie Com-
munity Center and fi nalized the application process for use 

Lindale’s Will Hutchens 
named to THSCA Super 

Elite Class 4A team
Continued from Page 1

nominated by members of the Texas High School Coaches 
Association. 

The player must meet the THSCA award criteria to be 
nominated. The award recognizes student athletes across 
the state of Texas for their exemplary athletic achievement 
in their respective sport. 

Earlier this month, THSCA members submitted a nomi-
nation form in their online profi le to nominate themselves 
and potentially be selected to serve on the Super Elite Team 
(S.E.T.) Committee in their primary sport, UIL classifi cation, 
and THSCA Region.

“This is a great opportunity for not only our coaches to be 
more involved in our association, but a great opportunity to 
recognize our coaches’ kids who have excelled in all sports 
across the state of Texas”, said Joe Martin, the Executive 
Director of THSCA. 

The S.E.T. Committee for each respective sport will evalu-
ate players and send ranked results to the advisory committee 
representative of that region and chairman of the advisory 
committee of that sport who will determine the fi nalists. 

Super Elite teams will be honored after the state champi-
onships have been announced in each sport. Coaches at any 
level can serve on a S.E.T. committee, including both head 
coaches and sub varsity coaches.

Council OKs taking bids for city’s sidewalks
of the facility. 

The rental rate for those living in the Lindale city limits 
is $450 and $650 for those outside the city. 

Also, the council: 
● Approved a resolution to deny Centerpoint Energy’s 

annual GRIP adjustment rate for a period of 45 days; 
● Amended the city’s subdivision ordinance to include 

sewer, water specifi cations and details; 
● Approved an ordinance adopting the 2021 edition of 

the International Building Code and the International Fire 
Protection Code and amended the fees. 
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Hamilton settled gun debate long time ago

Rusty Mitchum
Life & Times

It’s really not that hard to be 
nice to customers

Keep up with local news 
in your community 

and subscribe today! 
Call 903-882-8880 to 

set up your subscription!

Have a 
garage sale

903-882-8880

Sadly, it’s gotten to the point that we are not shocked 
by another school shooting, mall shooting, church shoot-
ing or countless other murderous rampages that have one 
thing in common: the use of semi-automatic weapons like 
the ones used by Audrey Hale to kill three 9 year-olds and 
three adults at the Covenant School in Nashville, Tenn., a 
few weeks ago.

Hale had legally purchased seven fi rearms from local gun 
stores despite being “under a doctor’s care for an emotional 
disorder,’’ Nashville police offi  cials said, adding the department 
knew nothing about the treatment.

But as horrifi c as this was (and more will follow, you can 
count on it) it’s not fully about the mental state of the shooter.

It’s simply that these lunatics can legally purchase semi-auto-
matic weapons and law enforcement is powerless to stop them.

AR-15’s, (the name is from Armalite Rifl e No. 15) were 
developed specifi cally for the military in the late 1950s by a 
man named Eugene Stoner, a World War II veteran.

Yet today, studies show 1 in every 20 adults in the U.S. own 
an AR-15, with 13.7 million having been manufactured since 
the Newtown (Mass.) school massacre in 2012.

The National Rifl e Association, as is its wont, has never con-
sidered a weapon designed solely for military use as a problem.

“This fi rearm is lawfully owned by millions of Americans,’’ 
said NRA spokesman Andrew Arulanandam. (It’s) used in 
shooting competitions, for recreational purposes, hunting and 
home protection.’’

No, despite what some NRA mouthpiece says, its main role 
has been to kill innocent human beings.

The crux of the NRA’s argument for banning assault weapons 
always circles back to the 2nd Amendment to the Constitution: 
““A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a 
free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall 
not be infringed.”

Gun zealots quote this a lot, but do not understand it’s mean-
ing. They focus on the “the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms, shall not be infringed” part and not the fi rst 13 words, 
especially the word “militia.’’

This type of militia doesn’t refer to a bunch of face-painted 
bubbas wandering the woods trying to play soldier.

Who says? Alexander Hamilton, that’s who.
You may have heard of him. He was a Founding Father, fi rst 

secretary of the treasury, has his face on the $10 bill, but most 
importantly, was a driving force for the ratifi cation of the U.S. 
Constitution.

Along with James Madison and John Jay (other Founding 
Father heavyweights, remember?) Hamilton helped write es-
says that became known as the Federalist Papers, considered 
one of the key documents for interpreting and understanding 
the original intent of the Constitution.

These essays appeared anonymously in New York newspa-
pers in 1787 and 1788 under the pen name “Publius,’’ and in 
Federal Paper No. 29 in 1788, Hamilton specifi cally points out 
what “well-regulated militia’’ means, why it’s important and 
why the Founding Fathers thought there was a need.

At the time, the new United States had just defeated a country 
with a standing army and the Founding Fathers were wary of 
having one in America.

Under Hamilton’s defi nition in Federalist Paper No. 29, a 
“well-regulated’’ militia is essentially what we have today in 
the National Guard, a “select corps,” “well-trained” and able 
to perform all the “operations of an army.” The militia needed 
“uniformity in … organization and discipline,” Hamilton wrote, 
so that it could operate like a proper army “in camp and fi eld,” 
and so that it could gain the “essential … degree of profi ciency 
in military functions.” 

And, although it was organized state by state, it needed to 
be under the ultimate control of the national government. The 
“well-regulated militia” was under the command of the presi-
dent. It was “the military arm” of the government.

Remember, this was at a time when America had no stand-
ing army and the Founding Fathers didn’t want one because 
they had just defeated a professional army (re: mercenaries) 
of King George.

The Founders knew there had to be a military force for de-
fense, but it should be comprised of volunteers from the ranks 
of everyday citizens, who couldn’t be used by a tyrant against 
the population.

Hamilton believed this well-regulated militia of part-time 
volunteers would help maintain freedom while making a full-
time professional army unnecessary.

Obviously, as the country grew and its borders expanded 
and its place in the world became more precarious, a need for 
a standing army became necessary.

And, just as obvious is the fact that the National Guard still 
exists, comprised of volunteer soldiers helping protect the 
home front.

The entire 2nd Amendment needs to be in the discussion 
when it comes to modern weaponry and its place in society. 

Making AR-15s unavailable wouldn’t stop mass killings.
But it might just curtail these shootings enough so they would 

be shocking, not common place.

I don’t know about y’all, 
but I don’t think people are 
as helpful as they used to be.  
I’m talkin’ about in stores 
and such.  

Oh there are a few stores 
out there that will go out of 
their way to help you, but a 
lot of them just don’t seem to 
care.  I really think it’s prob-
ably the help they hire.  They 
just don’t get it.  I mean, I’m 
the one payin’ their salary, I 
ought to be treated nice.  

Back when I was workin’ 
what they call “retail,” we 
would jump through hoops 
tryin’ to help people.  We’d 
be friendly, and smile, and 
such.  Now-a-days they act 
like you’re botherin’ them 
even if you ask where some-
thin’ is.

I’ve asked a simple ques-
tion and had the person 
behind the counter roll their 
eyes and act like I’m stupid 
or somethin’.  Heck, I don’t 
have to leave home to be 
treated like that.  

I’ve about decided that if 
they’re gonna be rude to me, 
then I’ll just give ‘em a little 
taste of their own medicine.  
Heck, I’m too old to let 
people walk all over me.  

The other day I went into 
a business (I’m not gonna 
mention any names) and 
walked up to the counter.  
Now, there were three people 
behind the counter talkin’ to 
each other, and none of them 
asked me what I wanted.  I 
stood patiently for a while, 
and fi nally cleared my throat.

“Excuse me,” I said.  “I 
was wonderin’ if you could 
help me.”

They stopped talkin’ and 
looked at me like I had 
burped at the table or some-
thin’.  

All three of their ages 
probably wouldn’t have 
added up to mine.  Finally 
one of them spoke.  “Have 
you put your name down?”

“Do what?” I asked.
“Over there,” he pointed 

to a stand with a clipboard 
on it.  “You need to put your 
name down, so we can take 
you in the order that you 
came in.”

I looked around and I was 
the only person in the place 
besides them.

“You’re kiddin’ right?”
“No,” he informed me.  

“Just write your name down 
and one of us will be with 
you in a minute.”

I looked at him.  I thought 
about reachin’ over, and 
grabbin’ the squirt by his 
collar and draggin’ him over 
the counter and clippin’ his 
ear-ringed ear to the clip 
board, but now-a-days you 
do that kind of thing and 
they put you in jail.  Instead, 
I smiled.  I walked over to 
the clipboard, and signed it.  

Then I waited.  The three 
continued talkin’ and fi nally 
one of them pushed himself 
off  the counter he was leanin’ 
on, and walked over to the 
clipboard.

He looked at the name.  
“Mr. Mouse?” he said with a 
funny look on his face.

“You can call me Mickey,” 
I said.  He gave me one of 
those smart-alecky looks.

“Funny,” he said.
“No,” I said.  “What’s 

funny is the way you’re 
gonna look when I fi nd out 
who owns this joint and tell 
him how you treat your cus-
tomers.  Now, do you want 
to help me or do you want 
to give me the name of the 
person who can?”

All of a sudden, he be-
came really helpful.  In fact, 
all three of them scrabbled 
around tryin’ to make sure I 
left happy.  And I did.

Later that same day, I went 
into a store and bought some 
stuff .  I took it up and waited 
in line at the checkout coun-
ter.  Finally, it was my turn.  

“How are you doin’ to-
day,” I said to the cashier.  
She looked at me and didn’t 
say a word.  She grabbed 
my stuff  off  of the counter 
scanned it and said: “Seven 
dollars and 14 cents.”

I held my temper and 
started to hand her a 20 dol-
lar bill.  She grabbed it out 
of my hand, picked up one 
of those pen things that they 
mark on the bills to see if 
they’re counterfeit or not, 
and drug it across the bill.  

Then she held it up and 
looked at it hard.  You know, 
cashiers do this all the time, 
and most of the time, they 
don’t make a big deal out 
of it, but this one sure did.  
Then she placed it on the 
cash register, punched in 
some numbers and dug out 
my change.  

She did not count back the 
change, but instead piled in 
into my out stretched hand.  
She didn’t say thank you, 
come back to see us, or kiss 
my foot.  Well, I reached 
over and grabbed her coun-
terfeit checkin’ pen and I 
proceeded to mark each and 
every one of the bills she 
gave back to me.  

Then I held them up and 
looked at them hard.  When 
I gave her pen back, she was 
starin’ a hole through me.  

“What?” I said.  “You 
didn’t trust my money, so 
what makes you think I can 
trust yours?”  Then I looked 
at the people in line behind 
me.  “You can never be too 
sure,” I said.  They were all 
smilin’.

Naw, it didn’t change any-
thing.  She’ll still be the 
nasty ol’ haint she already 
was, but man, I sure felt 
better.

Now for you out there who 
think I’m bein’ a little too 
hard on these folks, let me 
tell you somethin’.  If these 
people want my hard earned 
money, then they can at least 
try to be nice.  Bein’ nice 
never hurt anybody.  I’m just 
too old to put up with rude-
ness, and if you don’t like it, 
well tough toenails.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column comes from the 
archives of the Lindale News and Times, which is 
available online for $2.99 per month. Call 903-882-
8880 to set up your online subscription.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, April 14, 2022

 Lindale City Council members approved using 
$350,000 in Community Development Block Grant 
money for sidewalks in the northeast portion of down-
town during their regular meeting at city hall.

According to City Finance Director David Craft, the 
council had to approve using the grant money during 
their regularly scheduled meeting.

Council members also approved an ordinance concern-
ing the city’s Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, which was 
preceded by a mandated public hearing.

No one spoke during the public hearing time allotment 
and the council quickly approved the ordinance which 
will change certain designations within the city’s ETJ to 
accommodate future subdivision requirements.

By state law, Lindale’s ETJ can extend one mile past 
its city limits, which creates a buff er for the city from 
bigger cities such as Tyler, which can extend its ETJ up 
to fi ve miles outside its boundaries.

FIVE YEARS AGO, April 12, 2018
The roster for the Azalea Orthopedics All Star high 

school basketball games were announced and a Lindale 
High School player, Alisha Kiser, was chosen to the West 
squad. Teams were divided by the Highway 69.

This was the 15th year of the tournament, which gives 
high school seniors in East Texas a chance to showcase 
their skills for colleges and hometown fans. All games 
were scheduled for Wagstaff  Gymnasium on the TJC 
campus.

10 YEARS AGO, April 11, 2013
Representatives of Action Properties from Yazoo, 

Miss., along with Lindale Economic Development Cor-
poration President John Clary, addressed Lindale City 
Council members about a possible economic develop-
ment incentive agreement to bring a Beall’s Department 
Store to the city.

The proposed location was on County Road 472, 
near the Raceway gas station, a Subway restaurant and 
residential areas on the north side and a Burger King 
restaurant on the south side.

The retail development, with Beall’s as the main tenant, 
would be located on the north side of the road.

The incentive -- a sales tax rebate preferred by Action 
and the proposed tenants in the retail center – remained 
the sticking point with council members who also ac-
knowledged there are a number of questions that need 
to be answered, such as the amount of the rebate, what 
to do about the water line that runs from Walmart to 
the Subway parking lot and determining rights of way 
along the road.

Texas Bank and Trust promotes 
two at Lindale branch

Texas Bank and Trust offi  cials have 
announced Jeannie Tomlinson has been 
promoted to vice president and Laura 
Duncan is now a banking offi  cer and 
mortgage loan originator, both in the 
bank’s Lindale branch.

Tomlinson has been involved in the 
banking industry for 24 years, 12 of 
those with Texas Bank and Trust.  

She has experience as a teller and 
in the areas of bookkeeping and new 
accounts, and she currently serves as 

branch manager. 
Tomlinson is an active member of 

the Hideaway Lake Kiwanis Club, 
and she and her family are members 
of Broadstreet Church of Christ in 
Mineola.

Laura Duncan has been employed 
with the bank since 2011.  Beginning 
as a teller, she has also worked as a 
lending assistant, mortgage coordina-
tor, mortgage processor and mortgage 
loan originator.  

A Van native, Duncan graduated 
from Van High School and Tyler Junior 
College with an associate degree in 
general studies.  She volunteers with 
the Lindale Chamber of Commerce, 
most recently serving on the silent auc-
tion committee for its annual banquet 
and auction. 

Texas Bank and Trust Company 
operates 21 full-service branches 
throughout East Texas and the DFW 
Metroplex.

SPRING
CLEANING?



By Greg Grant
Smith County Horticulturist

I love to cook with bell peppers and eat fresh banana pep-
pers with every summertime meal.  

Except for a few purple ones, most peppers begin their 
lives green and ripen to beautiful shades of gold, orange, and 
red. It takes time for this color change to happen and that’s 
why they are more expensive at the grocery store. 

Once they turn color, they are even sweeter, more fl avor-
ful, and better for you, as the vitamin C and Vitamin A goes 
up considerably.  

Peppers are warm weather plants and should be planted 
from transplants between now and the end of April—the 
sooner the better.  

They cannot tolerate a frost or a freeze and thrive with 
mild and moderately warm temperatures in spring and early 
summer.  

Often summer heat and drought kill spring planted sweet 
peppers in Texas, but hot peppers tend to be more heat toler-
ant.  Both, however, produce well again in the fall if irrigated 
and tended through the summer. 

Pepper plants should be spaced 18-24 inches apart.  They 
can be grown in large whiskey barrel (30 gallon) containers 
but do best planted in the ground. 

Peppers require at least 8 hours of direct sun each day for 
maximum production.  They require rich loamy soils that 
drain well.  It is ideal to till in several inches of compost or 
organic matter and incorporate two pounds of lawn fertilizer 
(15-5-10, 18-6-12, etc.) per 100 square foot of bed or every 
35 feet of row before planting.  

For smaller plots use 2 teaspoons per square foot or foot 
of row. The ideal soil pH for growing peppers is 5.5-7.5.  

Pepper transplants should be planted into well cultivated 
soil.  Dig holes that are the same size as the existing pots 
they are growing in.  Gently fi rm the soil around them.  Do 
not bury the stems.  

Water thoroughly with a water-soluble plant food (Miracle 
Grow, etc.) at the labeled rate.

Peppers grow and set fruit best when the temperatures 
are warm but below 90 degrees.  About three weeks after 
transplanting, fertilize them with 1 cup of high nitrogen 
fertilizer (21-0-0, etc.) for each 35 feet of row.  

Sprinkle half of the fertilizer down each side of the row.  
Lightly work it into the soil and then water.  Repeat this 
fertilizing process every 3 weeks to keep the plants vigor-
ous and producing.  

The main pest problems on peppers are leaf miners, spider 
mites, nematodes, and foliage diseases. If they occur, treat 
with an appropriately labeled pesticide. 

Depending on the variety you should pick peppers 65-80 
days after transplanting them into the garden.  Peppers can 
be harvested at any size but are the most fl avorful when they 
reach full maturity.  

Green peppers that turn red generally taste sweeter and 
are much higher in Vitamin A.  

Be careful picking the peppers as the plants are brittle 
and prone to breaking.  It’s best to cut the peppers from the 
plant with hand pruners.  Wash, prepare, or refrigerate the 
peppers immediately after picking.  Peppers are native to 
Central America.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
The Church of Garden Valley - 

Lindale Campus 
307 Eagle Spirit Dr  - 903-882-9150

Pastor Jacob Chaffi n

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist Church

793 CR 313W Tyler TX 75706
903-597-6131

Pastor Stephen Nipp
Bethel Baptist Church

FM 16 West, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8275

Bible Baptist Church
16173 CR 431, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-1454
Carmel Baptist Church
10969 CR 481, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3852
James Cheatham

Central Baptist Church
13745 FM 16 East, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3179
Byron Howard

Damascus Baptist Church
17052 CR 4105 Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3392
Bennie Portwood

Dover Baptist Church
21166 FM Road 1995, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-5106
Duck Creek Baptist Church

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9558

East Foothills Missionary
Baptist Church

810 E South St, Lindale, TX 75771
903-574-2672
Gary Dinger

Fairview Baptist Church
Van Highway, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-9500
First Baptist Church

Hwy 69 (in Swan) Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6432

First Baptist Church of Lindale
110E Hubbard St. Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3396
Tom Buck

Foundation Baptist Church
715 S Main St. Lindale 75771

903-881-9490
Garden Valley Baptist Church

17816 CR 442, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7671

Greater Hopewell Baptist Church
10480 CR 492 • Tyler, TX 75706

903-882-4726
Hopewell Baptist Church

11804 CR 494, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-5381

Hopewell Valley Baptist,
Church No 1
CR 429 • Van, TX

903-882-5136
Mt. Sylvan Baptist Church

13073 Hwy 110 N • Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3890
Bruce Rudd

New Harmony Baptist Church
10251 FM 727, Tyler, TX 75704

903-593-5811
Red Springs Baptist Church

Red Springs, TX
903-858-2365

St Mary Baptist Church
12050 CR 452,, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8066
Thompson Hill Baptist Church

14657 CR, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0849

Walnut Springs Baptist Church
211 Walnut Springs,, Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7858
Wood Trails Baptist Church

11804 CR 494,
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-5381

CATHOLIC
Holy Family Catholic Church

16314 FM 849,
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-4079
Rev. David Bailey, Pastor

St. Joseph the Worker
Tridentine Latin Mass

5075 FM 14, Tyler, 75712
903-593- 5055

Rev. Joseph Valentine, FSSP

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ – Lindale

211 W. Hubbard,Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6455

Church of Christ – South Main
2425 S Main St,

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8933

Church of Christ – Swan 
County

Road 471, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8009

EPISCOPAL
St Luke’s Episcopal Church

16292 FM 849
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8118
Rev. John Carr

LUTHERAN
First Century

Christian Fellowship
10119 Gina Rd., Lindale, TX 75771

Dr. Lawrence Zillmer

METHODIST
ChristPoint Methodist

 Church
402 W Hubbard St • Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8506
Michael Peschke

Harris Chapel Southern
Methodist Church

17069 CR 452 Lindale TX
903.253.3175

John Roach, Pastor
Mt Sylvan United Methodist 

Church
Mt. Sylvan • 903-882-5479
Swan-Wood Springs 

Methodist Church
Hwy 69, Tyler, TX 75706

903-882-6382

NON DENOMINATIONAL
Clearview Church

13933 Hwy 110 N 
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-8949
Community Christian Fellowship

15704 Hwy 110 N Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8501
David Hickey

Cross Brand Cowboy Church
11915 FM 2015, Tyler, Texas 75708

903-535-9155

Crossroads Community Church
20465 US Highway 69 North

Lindale TX 75771-4206
903-881-9844

Tim Letsch
Bethesda Church

2401 S Main St
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7597
Steven & Camilla Charles

Friendship CME Church
20428 CR 482

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7269

Garden Valley Bible Church
17117 FM 1253

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9665

Grace Community Church
15567 Wood Springs Rd

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3323

Hide-A-Way Lake 
Community Church

1115 Lake Cross Rd
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-6966
Life of Glory Church

14623 CR 463
Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-7997
Ed & Becky Colville

Life Source Community Church
1601 S. Main, Lindale

Pastor John Offutt
Lone Star Cowboy Church

23425 FM 1995
Lindale TX 75771

615-480-0289
Jayc Harold

River’s Edge Church
18492 Hwy 69 North,

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0555 • Phil Brown

Trinity Fellowship Church
Shady Lane Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3885 • Ben Steen

PRESBYTERIAN
Bethesda Community Church

FM2710 • Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3861 • Dr. Everitt Nix

PENTECOSTAL-CHARISMATIC
Rose Heights Church

12465 FM 16, Lindale, Texas 75771
903-881-5260

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
Pentecostals of Lindale

18475 FM 1804
Lindale, TX 75771

713-254-3598

Lindale Car Care
TouchlessAutomatic

or Self Service
Car Washes

Spot FREE Rinsing

Hwy 69 & Cooper In front of Brookshire’s

Fleming
Farm & Ranch Supply

Home & Garden
Supplies/Garden Needs

2518 S. Main  • 903-882-3361
Mon-Fri 8 am – 5:30 pm, Sat 8 am-Noon
Serving �e Community For Over 50 Yrs

Est.
1963

903-882-9296 • 13923 FM 2710 • Lindale
www.wesleyseniorliving.com

License # 104878

Advertise your
business here!

Call 903-882-8880 
today!

The Lindale Area Church Listing and is made possible by the generosity of the sponsors
listed herein. Should you have changes, please give us a call at 903-882-8880.

PFP

Parrott Faith Properties
Fruitdale and East Foothills Townhomes 

Remodeled open fl oor plans
Aff ordably priced

903-882-5181
Go Eagles!

PFP

PAVING • SEAL COATING • PATCHNG • STRIPPING ROCK 
BASE • HOT OIL SAND • CHIP SEAL

References, Home, Business ~ Free Prices ~ Not Estimates

Cell 903-780-4247 • Home 903-882-6158
Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.

Advertise your
business here!

Call 903-882-8880 
today!

Advertise your
business here!

Call 903-882-8880 
today!

Proudly Serving 
Our Lindale Neighbors

Coburn Supply Company 

COBURNS.COM 

2700B South Main Street // Lindale, TX 75771

Monday - Friday: 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

(430) 260-5006

Easy to grow, peppers are delicious garden delight

Peppers are a delicious addition to many summer meals. (Courtesy 
photo)



Lindale Police Department call log for 
March 24-March 30:

FRIDAY, MARCH 24: 12:23:55 AM, Assist SCS0, 400 
BLK S MAIN ST; 12:55:39 AM, Assist Another Agency, 
3500 BLK S MAIN ST; 1:00:09 AM, Suspicious Vehicle, 
700 BLK E South St;  9:59:47 AM, Criminal Mischief, 900 
BLK S Main St; 11:07:28 AM, Assault-aggravated, 100 BLK 
E CENTENNIAL BLVD; 11:22:19 AM, Accident, E South 
St/Hamrick St; 3:28:58 PM, Criminal Mischief, 100 BLK E 
CENTENNIAL BLVD; 3:39:43 PM, Accident, 2500 BLK 
S MAIN ST; 4:18:01 PM, Accident, 300 BLK S MAIN ST; 
5:30:20 PM, Assault-Simple, 19000 BLK CR 431; 8:27:37 
PM, Hit and run, 100 BLK E CENTENNIAL BLVD; 
10:38:28 PM, Disturbance, 13000 BLK Interstate 20 W.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25: 1:36:11 AM, Suspicious Cir-
cumstance, 15000 BLK FM 16 W; 8:00:50 AM, Disturbance, 
700 BLK Half St; 8:02:46 AM, Assist Another Agency, 500 
BLK Pierce St;  9:26:18 AM, Criminal Mischief, 1000BLK 
Stewart St; 9:41:35 AM, Public Service, 21000 BLK HWY 
69 N; 10:26:04 AM, Dog Bite, 600 BLK Linus Lane;
10:55:32 AM, Accident, N Henry St/W Hubbard St; 2:16:06 
PM, Suspicious Circumstance, 13000 BLK INTERSTATE 
20 W; 8:03:09 PM, Suspicious Circumstance, 15000 BLK 
FM 16 W; 8:28:58 PM, Traffic Hazard, 13000 BLK INTER-
STATE 20 W; 8:37:39 PM, Suspicious Vehicle, 15000 BLK 
CR 463.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26: 1:16:38 AM, Assist SCSO,
Margaret St/N Main St; 9:23:26 AM, Welfare Concern, 300 
BLK S Industrial St; 11:50:35 AM, Suspicious Person, 900 
BLK Mt Sylvan St; 12:27:04 PM, Suspicious Circumstance, 
21000 BLK HWY 69 N; 2:29:41 PM, Animal Complaint, 

100 BLK E CENTENNIAL BLVD; 4:26:33 PM, Animal 
Complaint, 1000 BLK Stewart St; 6:16:46 PM, Stolen Ve-
hicle, 100 BLK E CENTENNIAL BLVD; 7:36:22 PM,
Child Custody Dispute, 17000 BLK Stacy St; 9:06:34 PM, 
Assist SCSO,10000 BLK CR 497; 9:18:02 PM, Warrant 
Service, FM1804/HWY 69 N; 10:23:26 PM, Threats, 1000 
BLK Stewart St.

MONDAY, MARCH 27: 12:37:55 AM, Criminal Mis-
chief, 200 BLK Cannery Row; 1:00:16 AM, Loud Noise 
Complaint, 15000 BLK CR 467; 7:24:25 AM, Criminal 
Mischief, 50 BLK Miranda Lambert Way; 10:17:29 AM, 
Parking Violation, CR 472/Freedom Dr; 11:10:49 AM, Alarm 
Residence, 600 BLK Yesterday Dr; 1:39:43 PM, Suspicious 
Circumstance, 1600 BLK Courtland Lane; 3:55:31 PM, 
Reckless Driving, Perryman Rd/S Main St; 5:20:44 PM, 
Soliciting, 3500 BLK S MAIN ST; 5:49:43 PM, Accident, 
13000 BLK FM 849; 9:26:37 PM, Reckless Driving, 900 
BLK N Main St; 10:02:02 PM, Recover Missing/Runaway, 
17000 BLK CR 4105.

TUESDAY, MARCH 28:  1:05:09 AM, Traffic Hazard, 

CR 472/S Main St; 5:11:40 AM, Alarm Business, 500 BLK 
S MAIN ST; 9:22:48 AM, Assist Another, Agency, 800 BLK 
Lindale Industrial Pkwy; 2:53:59 PM, Theft, 100 BLK N 
MAIN ST; 3:02:18 PM, Overdose, 1300 BLK Hamilton Dr; 
6:53:32 PM, Animal Complaint, 700 BLK Circle Dr; 9:21:12 
PM, Fraud, 2800 BLK S Main St; 11:10:33 PM, Suspicious 
Circumstance, 300 BLK Braziel St; 11:38:53 PM, Assist 
Another Agency, 2800 BLK S Main St.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29: 8:06:08 AM, Reckless 
Conduct, 200 BLK S MAIN ST; 12:25:09 PM, Public Ser-
vice, 100 BLK E CENTENNIAL BLVD; 1:38:35 PM, Public 
Service, 100 BLK BALLARD DR; 2:11:43 PM, Assist An-
other Agency; 1000 BLK Stewart St; 2:32:02 PM, Inquest/
unattended death, 18000 BLK Hwy 69 N; 3:45:52 PM, 911 
Hang Up Call, 400 BLK EAGLE SPIRIT DR; 7:03:12 PM, 
Alarm Business, 17000 BLK Hwy 69 N; 7:11:49 PM, Alarm 
Business, 16000 BLK VILLAGE LAKE DR; 7:47:02 PM, 
Suspicious Vehicle, 3500 BLK S MAIN ST; 8:14:01 PM, 
Suspicious Vehicle, 600 BLK N Main St; 8:49:27 PM, Suspi-
cious Circumstance, 3500 BLK S MAIN ST; 9:52:59 PM, 
Assist SCSO, 18000 BLK INTERSTATE 20 W.

THURSDAY, MARCH 30: 4:26:56 AM, Traffic Hazard, 
FM 16 W/CR 467; 1:25:26 PM, Assault-Simple, 200 BLK 
Hillside Circle;2:06:15 PM, Suspicious Circumstance, 400 
BLK Husky Dr; 5:12:51 PM, 911 Hang Up Call, 1000 BLK 
Stewart St; 5:21:19 PM, Public Service, 100 BLK Ballard Dr; 
8:03:00 PM, Assault-Simple, 300 BLK Asher Lane;8:51:17 
PM, Stolen Vehicle, 100 BLK E CENTENNIAL BLVD; 
9:06:40 PM, Stolen Vehicle, 3200 BLK S MAIN ST; 9:59:09 
PM, Public Service, 200 BLK E Hubbard St; 11:58:38 PM, 
Alarm Business, 3200 BLK S MAIN ST; 12:10:12 AM, 
Alarm Business, 2500 BLK S MAIN ST; 3:50:12 AM, 
Welfare Concern,13000 BLK FM 2710.
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Now that spring turkey hunting 
season has begun, officials with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
and Texas Department of Public Safety 
are reminding gun owners that safe gun 
storage saves lives. 

Proper storage protects those you 
love and keeps firearms out of the 
hands of criminals.

The Pew Research Center estimates 
more than 45 percent of Texans own a 
gun. One-third of homes with children 
have a firearm, and many of these may 
be unlocked and loaded, according to 
DPS.

The “Keep ‘Em Safe Texas’’ pro-
gram was created three years ago to 
inform and educate gun owners about 
the importance of safely storing fire-
arms when not in use.

“Education about home firearm stor-
age and safety is paramount to keeping 
guns out of the wrong hands,” said 

Assistant Chief Jason Hester of DPS 
Regulatory Services. “We appreciate 
the efforts of our partners statewide, 
as they are diligently and consistently 
helping us to communicate this lifesav-
ing message to protect Texas families 
and prevent accidents.”

As the state’s hunting authority, 
TPWD developed a Hunter Education 
program more than 50 years ago, teach-
ing 1.5 million Texans how to safely 
handle and store guns. Hunting-related 
accidents in Texas are at an all-time 
low since the course became manda-
tory in 1988.

“We spend a lot of time teaching 
about safety in the field — it is equally 
as important to safely store your gun 
before and after the hunt,” said TPWD 
Hunter Education Coordinator Steve 
Hall.

Three Simple Rules for Gun Safety
-- Store Firearms Properly. Store 

guns unloaded and secured by a trigger 
lock, biometric lock, gun case, strong 
box, gun cabinet or gun safe.

-- Lock Up Ammunition. Store am-
munition safely, always locked away 
separately from firearms.

-- Restrict Access. Keep others from 
access to stored firearms 24/7; this 
includes family, friends, children or 
other visitors.

Partner participation is key in edu-
cating the public about safe gun storage 
and reducing the risks of gun-related 
incidents.

“Keep ‘Em Safe Texas’’ provides 
a partner toolkit that includes train-
ing presentations, informative videos, 
posters, coloring pages, infographics 
and other resources. 

The associated social media re-
sources page includes turnkey posts 
for partner use. Contact info@safe-
gunstoragetexas.com with questions.

With hunting season under way,
officials stressing gun safety

Rotary Club speaker
Smith County Extension Agent Skyler Shively was the guest speaker 
at the weekly meeting of the Lindale Rotary Club and along with dis-
cussing the various aspects of his job as county agent, Shively dis-
cussed the 4-A Club and what it provides the youngsters and adults 
in the county, including the Smith County Junior Livestock Show 
which was held at Cross Brand Cowboy Church recently. (Photo 
courtesy of Alice Ann Brown)

The Smith County Master Gardeners cel-
ebrated the latest graduating class of mas-
ter gardeners during their annual Awards 
Meeting held April 6, publicity officials 
announced.

All 29 interns completed the comprehen-
sive classroom training and required vol-
unteer fulfillments to obtain their Master 
Gardener certification.

In addition to the certifications, Mile-
stone Awards were presented to Harvey 
Colleen, Deborah Golden, Cindy Har-
rington and Jan Moch for 15 years; Lindale 
Scoggin for 25 years and Jack Quisenberry 
for 29 years.

Lifetime Membership status was award-
ed to Ann Smith, David Gary and Kathy 
Ballow.

Other awards included:
Project of the Year - Nature Detective 

Camp - Katy Barone
Public Awareness Award - Lynn Mc-

Ginnis
Social Media Award - Stephanie Osborn 

for heading the Development Committee
No Problem Award - Laurie Graham 
Helping Hand Award - Lyn Benson for 

assuming the role of videographer 
Friend of SCMG - CBS 19 in Tyler for 

instituting the weekly “Master Your Gar-
den” TV segment, and Amanda Southard 
for her assistance in all of SCMG’s activi-

ties
New Initiative Award - Andie Rathbone 

for the Channel 19 “Master Your Garden” 
TV spots 

Golden Glove Award - Debbie Taylor 
Certificates of Appreciation - Jeff 

Brown for sprinkler maintenance in the 
gardens of the Tyler Botanical Garden; 
Martha Fowler for her dedication to the 
IDEA Garden; Terri Gerber for her work 
on the Texas Superstars training and the 
SCMG website and Janie Fowler for her 
work with the SCMG Interns 

Intern with the most hours - Dale 
Wade, 153 hours

Intern of the Year - Maggie Taliaferro 
Master Gardener with the most hours 

- Mary Jo Madden, 1041 hours 
President’s Award - Mary Hamlin 
Master Gardener of the Year - Eliza-

beth Waldrop
Greg Grant, Smith County Horticultural 

Agent for Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 
Service presented the Agent’s Award to Be-
linda Kromer. 

If you are interested in becoming a Mas-
ter Gardener, call 903-590-2994 or https://
txmg.org/smith/contact. 

The Smith County Master Gardener pro-
gram is a volunteer organization in connec-
tion with the Texas A&M Agrilife Exten-
sion Service

Smith County Master Gardeners’ Class 29 members include: Dana Bass, Mary Bonrepos, Tom Cox, 
Veronica Deason, Bill Faber, Gary Gardner, Gavin Greib, Susan Hatley, Holly Hollenshead, Ann Hooks, 
Carol Koehler, Sam Lackey, Vicki Lewis, Sylvia Masters, Mary Ann Post, Jan Purcell, Libby San-
son, Richard Seaton, Alleyson Shealey, Maggie Taliaferro, Robert Taliaferro, Dale Wade, Stephanie 
Wadowsky, and Ruth York. Also pictured Greg Grant, Smith County Agrilife Horticultural Agent and 
Amanda Southard, Agrilife Administrative Assistant. Class 30 members elevated to Intern status are: 
Cynthia Adams, Alice Bailey, Kaylee Browning, Stephen Childs, Sandy Ellis, Diane Everhart, David & 
Judy Googins, Richard Harvey, Yvonne Hogan, GG Martin, James & Dora McClain, Barbara Nelson, 
Julie O’Brien, Chris Pruett, Kimberly Smith, Steven and Terry Strecker, Stacie Stults, Lynn Sylvester, 
Linda Thomas, Jackie Thomason, Marlyn Waddleton, Sharon Walhood, and Karen Walker.

Smith County Master Gardeners
honor grads at awards meeting

Smith County homeowners 
can reduce their tax bill sim-
ply by filing for a homestead 
exemption, said Carol Dixon, 
chief appraiser for the Smith 
County Appraisal District.

“One of the easiest ways a 
homeowner can lower his or 
her property tax bill in 2023 
is to file a homestead exemp-
tion,’’ Dixon said.

“A homestead is generally 
the house and land used as the 
owner’s principal residence 
on Jan. 1 of the tax year.’’

A person who acquires 
property after Jan. 1 may 
receive the residence home-
stead exemption for the appli-
cable portion of that tax year 
immediately on qualification 
for the exemption if the pre-
ceding owner did not receive 
the same exemption for that 
tax year.

Homestead exemptions 
reduce the appraised value 
of your home and, as a result, 
lower your property taxes. 

“Taxpayers who received 
a homestead exemption on 
their present home in 2022 do 
not need to reapply for 2023.  
Homeowners who have never 
received a homestead exemp-
tion on the home they owned 
and in which they were living 
on Jan. 1, 2023, can apply 
to receive an exemption for 
2023,” Dixon said.

To apply for an exemption 
on your residence homestead, 
contact the Smith County Ap-
praisal District. 

Available homestead ex-
emptions include: 

School taxes: All home-
owners  may receive  a 
$40,000 homestead exemp-
tion for school taxes. 

Age and disability exemp-
tions: Individuals 65 or older 
or disabled as defined by law 
may qualify for a $10,000 
homestead exemption for 
school taxes, in addition to 

the $40,000 exemption avail-
able to all homeowners. Also, 
any taxing unit may offer a 
local optional exemption of at 
least $3,000 for taxpayers age 
65 or older and/or disabled. 
Older or disabled homeown-
ers do not need to own their 
homes on Jan. 1 to qualify 
for the $10,000 homestead 
exemption. They qualify as 
soon as they turn age 65 or 
become disabled. 

Taxing units may offer a 
local option exemption based 
on a percentage of a home’s 
appraised value. Any taxing 
unit can exempt up to 20 
percent of the value of each 
qualified homestead. 

Various optional home-
stead exemptions are offered 
by taxing units in Smith 
County.  No matter what 
percentage of value the taxing 
unit adopts, the dollar value 
of the exemption must be at 
least $5,000. 

Donated Residence Home-
stead of Partially Disabled 
Veterans: Texas law provides 
partial exemptions for any 
property owned by veterans 
who are disabled, surviv-
ing spouses, and surviving 
children of deceased dis-
abled veterans. This includes 
homesteads donated to dis-
abled veterans by charitable 
organizations at no cost or 
not more than 50 percent of 
the good faith estimate of the 
homestead’s market value 
to the disabled veterans and 
their surviving spouses. The 
exemption amount is deter-
mined according to the per-
centage of service-connected 
disability.

100 Percent Residence 
Homestead Exemption for 
Disabled Veterans: A disabled 
veteran awarded 100 percent 
disability compensation due 
to a service-connected dis-
ability and a rating of 100 

percent disabled or of indi-
vidual unemployability from 
the United States Department 
of Veterans Affairs is entitled 
to an exemption from taxation 
of the total appraised value of 
the veteran’s residence home-
stead. Surviving spouses of 
veterans who qualified for 
this exemption or who would 
have qualified for this exemp-
tion if it had been in effect at 
the time of the veteran’s death 
are also eligible with certain 
restrictions. The residence 
homestead application must 
be filed if this exemption is 
claimed. 

Surviving Spouses of 
Members of the U.S. Armed 
Services Killed in the Line of 
Duty: The surviving spouse 
of a member of the U.S. 
armed services who is killed 
or fatally injured in the line 
of duty is allowed a total (100 
percent) property tax exemp-
tion on his or her residence 
homestead if the surviving 
spouse has not remarried 
since the death of the armed 
services member. 

Surviving Spouses of First 
Responders Killed in the 
Line of Duty: The eligible 
surviving spouse of a first 
responder killed or fatally 
injured in the line of duty is 
allowed a total (100 percent) 
property tax exemption on his 
or her residence homestead if 
the surviving spouse has not 
remarried since the death of 
the first responder. 

For more information, 
contact the Smith Coun-
ty Appraisal District, 245 
SSE Loop 323, Tyler, Texas 
75702, 903-510-8600.  

H o m e s t e a d  a p p l i c a -
tions are available at www.
smithcad.org. The home-
stead exemption application 
is also available online at 
https://comptroller.texas.gov/
forms/50-114.pdf. 

Homestead exemptions 
can lower tax bills
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903-882-8880      classifi eds@lindalenews-� mes.com
LEGAL NOTICE FOR SALE

Use Xylecide® anti-fungal shampoo to treat dermati-
tis & fungi on cats, dogs & horses.  Eliminates shed-
ding & doggy odor. Fleming Farm & Ranch Supply  

(www.happyjackinc.com)

WANTED
Honeybee swarms, I will pay $50 dollars for large 
swarms And $35 dollars for small swarms. Only if 

they can be harvest by me. Call 903-617-4960

HELP WANTED
Software Developer  Tyler, TX

Dvlp public safety & accnt’g sftwr utilizing var web 
technologies; manage & implmnt source control. 

Bachelors in comp info systms or closely related fi eld 
w/ 1 yr of exp in accnt’g sftwr dvlpmnt using Micro-

soft SQL, & sftwr testing. Mail resumes to: GenCore 
Candeo, Ltd. d/b/a The Genesis Group, 5800 Eagles 

Nest Blvd. Tyler, TX 75703

LEGAL NOTICE

The City of Lindale, Texas will receive bids for the LEDC Business Park 
Lift Station #18 Improvements until 2:00 p.m., on May 09, 2023, at City 
Hall, 105 Ballard Drive, Lindale, Texas 75771, at which time the bids will 
be publicly opened and read aloud.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Thursday, April 27, 2023, at 10:00 
a.m., at The Brannon Corporation. It is highly recommended that com-
panies submitting proposals attend.

All quantities are estimated and subject to change.

Bid Sets are available on Dropbox. Email request to Angela at
Stout@brannoncorp.com

A cashier's check payable to the order of the City of Lindale, in the 
amount of five percent (5%) of bid, or, Bid Bond issued by a surety li-
censed to do business in Texas in the amount of five percent (5%) of the 
bid shall be submitted with each bid.

The City of Lindale reserves the right to reject any and all bids or to 
waive any informalities in the bidding.

Bids may be held by the City of Lindale for a period not to exceed 60 
days from the date of the bid opening for the purpose of reviewing bids 
and investigating the bidder’s qualifications prior to the contract award.

In order to assure that all potential bidders receive any corrections or 
addendums to the specifications, an official "Bidder's List" will be main-
tained in the Engineer's office for the project. Any notices of changes in
the specifications will be sent to those on the "Bidder's List" and the En-
gineer will not be held responsible for those not on the list.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T 
AND INVITATION FOR 

BIDSTexSCAN Week of
April 9-15, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

Big Acreage Bargains! 25 to 100+ acres from $4,995/
acre. Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & recreational 
tracts – perfect for wildlife spectators, hunters & 
nature enthusiasts. Prime location in Brady, the heart 
of Texas. High speed internet! 877-333-7390 x41, 
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com.

ARROWHEADS
INDIAN ARROWHEADS WANTED. Point Type: 
Clovis, Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic 
& unbroken. Absolute top dollar paid – up to 5 figures 
for one point. I am a very serious high-end collector. 
Call 979-218-3351. 

Want to lease an area (small acreage) to find Indian 
arrowheads in the sand dunes of West Texas. I will 
pay up to five figures for the right property. Call 
979-218-3351.

EVENTS
New Braunfels Area Car Club Swap Meet, April 
21, 22 & 23, 2023. Comal County Fairgrounds 
801  E .  Common St ree t ,  New Braunfe ls . 
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com. Free to public. 
Gates open at 8 a.m. 

Texas Ladies State Chili Championship Cook-
off, Sat., April 15th 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Max Starcke 
Park East. Chili, Craft and Food Vendors, Music, 
Silent Auction, Raffles, Family Fun! Judging 
begins at 12:30 p.m. Sign up to be a chili cook, 
h t tps : / /www.t l scco .com/regis t ra t ion .h tml , 
VisitSeguin.com, 830-401-5000.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St. NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467.  
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

TAXES
Protest your property taxes online in 10 minutes. 3 
steps. Quick & done. Free 2 minute protest form. Visit 
PropertyAxe.com today.

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

INDIAN 
ARROWHEADS 

WANTED
Point Type: Clovis, Yuma, 

Firstview & Eden

Must be old, authentic & unbroken
Absolute

TOP DOLLAR
Paid

Up to 5 figures for one point.
I am a very serious high-end collector.

Call 979-218-3351

(877) 333-7390 x41 • RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com

BIG ACREAGE BARGAINS!
25 to 100+ Acres

from $4,995/Acre
Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & recreational tracts - perfect

for wildlife spectators, hunters, & nature enthusiasts. Prime 
location in Brady, the heart of Texas. High speed internet!

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LINDALE, 
TEXAS ADOPTING THE 2021 EDITION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, INTERNA-
TIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE, INTERNATIONAL
PLUMBING CODE, INTERNATIONAL FUEL 
GAS CODE, INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL 
CODE, INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE, INTER-
NATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE, 
INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE, 
INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
CODE, INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL 
AND SPA CODE AS CURRENTLY PUBLISHED 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL INC., 
AND NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIA-
TION, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE 
ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTY PROVISIONS, 
PROVIDING CERTAIN AMENDMENTS, RE-
QUIRING REGISTRATION OF CONTRACTORS, 
ESTABLISHING FEES, REPEALING ORDI-
NANCES IN CONFLICT, PRESERVING EXIST-
ING RIGHTS AND REMEDIES, ESTABLISHING 
THE VALIDITY OF EACH SECTION AND PRO-
VISION OF THE ORDINANCE AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF LINDALE, TEXAS THAT:

ORDINANCE NO. 
01-2023

CAUSE NO. 47244P
     ESTATE OF            §     IN THE COUNTY COURT
          § 
B.C. TRAMMELL, JR.,    §    AT LAW NO. 3 
                                     §
     DECEASED         §    SMITH COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-

mentary for the Estate of B.C. Trammell, Jr. Deceased, were 
issued on March 20, 2023 in Docket No. 47244P pending 
in the County Court at Law No. 3 of Smith County, Texas, to 
Sherry Mead.

The residence of the Independent Executrix is in 
Smith County, Texas and the post office address is:
  Sherry Mead
  c/o Charles H. Clark
  Law Offices of Charles H. Clark, P.C.
  604 Woldert
  P.O. Box 98
  Tyler, Texas 75710

All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED the 6th of April, 2023.

  LAW OFFICES OF 
  CHARLES H. CLARK, P.C
  P.O. Box 98
  Tyler, Texas 75710
  (903) 593-2514 Telephone
  (903) 595 1294 Facsimile
  Charles H. Clark
  State Bar No. 04274000

  ATTORNEY FOR SHERRY MEAD,   
  EXECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF B.J. 
  TRAMMELL, JR., deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Independent 
Administration for the Estate of DAMON MARK DOTSON, 
Deceased, were issued on February 27, 2023, in Cause 
No. 47124P, pending in the County Court at Law 3 of Smith 
County, Texas, to DERRICK MAURICE DOTSON. 
The address for the Independent Administrator is:

c/o: LEIGH HUNT GOODSON
The Goodson Firm, P.C.
115 W. Ferguson Street
Tyler, Texas 75702 

All persons having claims against this Estate which is cur-
rently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

Date: March 28, 2023. 
  THE GOODSON FIRM, P.C. 
  Attorneys for Derrick Maurice Dotson

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of JOSIE ALVAREZ WARCHUS, Deceased, 
were issued on March 13, 2023, in Cause No. 47228P, 
pending in the County Court at Law 3 of Smith County, Tex-
as, to WARREN LEROY WARCHUS, JR.. The address for 
the Independent Executor is:

c/o: LEIGH HUNT GOODSON
The Goodson Firm, P.C.
115 W. Ferguson Street
Tyler, Texas 75702

All persons having claims against this Estate which is cur-
rently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

Date: March 28, 2023.
  THE GOODSON FIRM, P.C.
  Attorneys for Warren Leroy Warchus, Jr.

Estate Sale
139 Briarwood Street Hawkins, Texas

Thursday 13th , Friday 14th, and Saturday 15th
7:30 AM to 5:30 PM

85-inch Samsung Color TV, front load washer and dryer
2015 VW Passat, ton of DeWalt tools

And so much more, house is full and the garage also

ESTATE SALE

NEED CASH
FAST?

Sell your unwanted 
items in the

Classifi eds. Call us 
at 903-882-8880
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MEMBER FDIC

Texas Bank and Trust celebrates the thirteenth anniversary of the Lindale Student Board of Directors, recognizing 
outstanding seniors from Lindale High School who have demonstrated academic excellence, leadership, and a 
commitment to community service. We are proud to introduce the following members of the 2022-2023 Student Board.
View more profiles @ www.facebook.com/texasbankandtrust

BRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDENBRYNN BORDEN is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter 
of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. 
She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the She is the social officer of the 
drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the drill team and a member of the 
National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also National Honor Society. She is also 
a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan 
Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and Writing Contest Scholarship and 
a member of the student council, a member of the student council, a member of the student council, a member of the student council, a member of the student council, 
Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy, 
varsity soccer team, speech and 
debate team, and the catalyst 
leadership program at her church. 
Brynn believes she is impacting the 
world by seeking opportunities to 

serve her community. She plans to attend The University of 
Texas at Austin and study psychology. Brynn’s future goals 
include working as a lawyer. 

BOWMAN GRACEBOWMAN GRACEBOWMAN GRACEBOWMAN GRACE is the son  is the son  is the son 
of Heather and Jeremy Grace. of Heather and Jeremy Grace. of Heather and Jeremy Grace. of Heather and Jeremy Grace. of Heather and Jeremy Grace. 
He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National He is a member of the National 
Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society 
of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model 
United Nations, and the track United Nations, and the track United Nations, and the track United Nations, and the track United Nations, and the track United Nations, and the track United Nations, and the track 
team. He is also an area, district, team. He is also an area, district, team. He is also an area, district, team. He is also an area, district, team. He is also an area, district, team. He is also an area, district, 
and regional champion and state and regional champion and state and regional champion and state and regional champion and state and regional champion and state and regional champion and state and regional champion and state 
qualifier for pole vaulting. Bowman 
believes he is impacting the 
world by attempting to maintain 
a light-hearted atmosphere in his 
interactions with others. He plans 

to attend Texas A&M University and study finance. Bowman’s 
future goals include working as an investment banker. Bowman 
was elected by his peers to serve as the vice chairman of the 
Lindale Student Board of Directors. 

LIAM RICKETTSLIAM RICKETTSLIAM RICKETTSLIAM RICKETTSLIAM RICKETTSLIAM RICKETTSLIAM RICKETTS is the son of  is the son of  is the son of  is the son of  is the son of 

Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He Sabrina and William Ricketts. He 

is a member of the National Honor is a member of the National Honor is a member of the National Honor is a member of the National Honor is a member of the National Honor is a member of the National Honor is a member of the National Honor is a member of the National Honor 

Society, International Thespian Society, International Thespian Society, International Thespian Society, International Thespian Society, International Thespian Society, International Thespian 

Society, marching band, and Society, marching band, and Society, marching band, and Society, marching band, and Society, marching band, and Society, marching band, and 

theater club. Liam believes he is theater club. Liam believes he is theater club. Liam believes he is theater club. Liam believes he is theater club. Liam believes he is theater club. Liam believes he is 

impacting the world by seeking 

opportunities to serve others in 

his community. He plans to attend 

Tyler Junior College and study 

applied sciences. Liam’s future 

goals include earning a master’s degree and working as a 

videogame developer. 

 is the daughter 
of Jennifer and Brandon Borden. 
She is the social officer of the 
drill team and a member of the 
National Honor Society. She is also 
a recipient of the Helen S. Boylan 
Writing Contest Scholarship and 
a member of the student council, 
Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy, 
varsity soccer team, speech and 
debate team, and the catalyst 
leadership program at her church. 
Brynn believes she is impacting the 
world by seeking opportunities to to attend Texas A&M University and study finance. Bowman’s 

 is the son 
of Heather and Jeremy Grace. 
He is a member of the National 
Honor Society, National Society Honor Society, National Society 
of High School Scholars, Model of High School Scholars, Model 
United Nations, and the track 
team. He is also an area, district, 
and regional champion and state and regional champion and state 
qualifier for pole vaulting. Bowman 
believes he is impacting the 
world by attempting to maintain 
a light-hearted atmosphere in his 
interactions with others. He plans 

to attend Texas A&M University and study finance. Bowman’s 
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Outstanding High School Seniors Who Make A Di�erence!

23-350650

Bringing the best and brightest 
together for the hearts of East Texas.

CHRISTUS and CardiaStream are coming together to form the largest cardiology group 
in East Texas. That means more specialists, more locations and faster, easier access to 
the region’s best heart care for you and your loved ones. CHRISTUShealth.org

• Advanced cardiovascular care
• Among national leaders in heart

and vascular surgery 
• Only regional accredited heart

failure program

• Regional leaders in minimally 
invasive procedures, including TAVR

• Nationally recognized heart
attack care

Your heart. Your life. Our purpose.

SCAN HERE TO 
LEARN MORE

journalism), contributed in various ways to local newspapers, 
and in the early days of Jim’s career, assisted with publishing 
a regional high school sports tabloid.

They purchased the Gladewater Mirror, where Jim had 
worked for many years, in 2012, along with the Big Sandy-
Hawkins Journal. They eventually sold the Journal, and then 
in 2018 took over the operation of the nearby White Oak 
Independent – in the same community where Suzanne had 
spent the last 18 years of her teaching career – and also the 
Lindale News and Times.

They didn’t buy the Independent to make money, they 
bought it to preserve the community’s voice and outlet. Su-
zanne did most of the work keeping it going, as only a good 
Texan could, with baling wire and duct tape. I learned that one 
of her last acts on earth was to text the superintendent and let 
him know his column was due.

As these papers were, and are, typical small town, mom-
and-pop operations, her contributions were too numerous to 
recount, from selling ads to shooting photos (including the pot-
hole of the week). Among those tasks was an award-winning 
column that pulled few punches when it came to setting the 
record straight. It could make you laugh or cry, cajole you or 
fl at out tell you what’s what. (one sample is included)

She supported causes, most notably saving the Gladewa-
ter Library from closing after the 2021 Texas winter storm 
severely damaged the facility. Call any community leader in 
Gladewater.

They will likely tell you it wouldn’t have happened if not for 
Suzanne and her threat to chain herself to the building when 

Bardwell picked for newspaper Hall of Fame
Continued from Page 1 the bulldozers arrived. She rallied the community, sought out 

grants for repairs and reported on the progress. She also sup-
ported the local food bank, and frankly, every other worthy 
cause in the community – hands on as well as editorially.

She was a fi erce advocate for the First Amendment, writing 
about it frequently and contacting lawmakers about issues that 
threatened those rights. I would have paid good money to be 
a fl y on the wall this spring when she was supposed to make 
her fi rst sojourn to Washington to advocate for newspapers 
in the halls of Congress.

Her advocacy went far beyond newspapers, students, free-
dom of the press and her community. When Texas teachers 
faced a battle with the state legislature for adequate retirement 
funding, she was on the front lines, speaking and organizing. 
And when the high- speed rail project between Dallas and 
Houston threatened her family’s ranch, she jumped directly 
into the fray. Chains and bulldozers could well have been on 
the horizon.

Here’s what the founder and former director of the Texas 
Center for Community Journalism, and a Hall of Fame in-
ductee, had to say:

Tommy Thomason - The real mark of greatness in a life is 
not people who build great cathedrals or design great art or 
discover unknown truths -- all that stuff, as wonderful as it is, 
will someday pass away. The mark of greatness is people who 
pour their lives into other people. And that is what Suzanne 
did. There are thousands of people whose lives are forever 
different because they encountered Suzanne.

“I can’t fi nd the proper words to express my joy and ap-
preciation for this honor that will be bestowed on Suzanne 

at this summer’s press convention,” said her husband Jim. 
“I do know Suzanne would never have considered herself 
worthy of such a high honor.  But that was the type of person 
she was and still is - always placing others ahead of herself. I 
hear from her former students regularly and I am still amazed 
at the infl uence she made in their lives. 

“As many of you know, one of her favorite movies was ‘Its 
a Wonderful Life,’ staring Jimmy Stewart as George Bailey. 
His character reaches a critical emotional crossroads and he 
questions if his life really made a difference. He soon learns his 
life was important and due to him many others had better lives.

“Well, all I can say is - George Bailey hasn’t got anything 
on Suzanne. And I appreciate her peers recognizing that she 
really did have a wonderful life and so did we thanks to her.”
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