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In 2022, factors such as “driving under the infl uence”, “failure 
to drive in a single lane” and “unsafe speed” contributed to 167 
fatal crashes and 192 total deaths in the Tyler District.

 The TxDOT Tyler District, which includes Anderson, Cherokee, 
Gregg, Henderson, Rusk, Smith, Van Zandt, and Wood Counties, 
released preliminary numbers revealing the top-fi ve contributing 
factors of fatal crashes in 2022:

● Under the Infl uence of Alcohol - 31 fatal crashes
● Failed to Drive in a Single Lane – 28 fatal crashes
● Unsafe Speed – 25 fatal crashes
● Failed to Control Speed – 23 fatal crashes
● Pedestrian Failed to Yield ROW to Vehicle – 18 fatal crashes
 The data in these reports represents the number of crashes that 

had at least one driver reported as having the indicated contribut-
ing factor. Crashes can have none or multiple contributing factors. 
Therefore, the total number of crashes for these reports will not 
equal the total number of crashes in the Tyler District.

 “Even though the total number of fatal crashes and total fatalities 
decreased in 2022, we still believe that one death is too many”, 
said TxDOT Tyler District Engineer Vernon Webb. 

 “We thoroughly evaluate each factor involved with every fatal 
crash occurring on our system”, Webb continued. “Driving under 
the infl uence of alcohol, failure to drive in a single lane and driving 
at unsafe speeds have consistently been primary factors contribut-
ing to these fatalities. It is imperative that we take notice and work 
together to reduce fatal crashes.”

 Tyler District Motor Vehicle Traffi c Crash Overview – 2022:
● Rural traffi c crashes accounted for 77% of the district’s traffi c 

fatalities. 147 people died in rural traffi c crashes in 2022.
● There was a 67% increase in the number of DUI-related 

fatalities. There were 55 DUI-related fatalities in 2022 compared 
to 33 in 2021.

● Single-vehicle, run-off-the-road crashes resulted in 59 deaths 
in 2022. That is 31% of all motor vehicle deaths in the district.

● There were 55 deaths involving unrestrained vehicle pas-
sengers. This fi gure represents crashes where restraint usage was 
applicable, and usage was known. 

● There were 25 pedestrian fatalities in 2022. This was a 17% 
decrease from 2021.

● There were 3 pedal-cyclist fatalities in 2022 in the Tyler 
District.

● Distracted driving deaths (18) increased by 20% from 2021. 
● 44 people died in crashes occurring at intersections or related 

to an intersection. This is about 23% of all fatal crashes in the 
Tyler District.

● More fatal crashes (22) occurred in January 2022 than any 
other month of the year. The month of May was second with 19 
total fatal crashes.

2022 fatal crash stats

Two Smith County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce deputies were involved in a 
fatal shooting on Saturday, Jan. 28 
in the 23000 block of County Road 
459 after responding to a domestic 
disturbance call at the residence, 
publicity offi cials announced.

Brandon Duvall, 32, was shot by 
deputies after they arrived on the 
scene at approximately 9:30 p.m. 
and found Duvall to be pointing 

Smith County deputies involved in fatal shooting
a handgun at them, Sheriff Larry 
Smith said.

Smith County Precinct 5 Justice 
of the Peace Jon Johnson held an 
inquest at the scene and ordered 
Duvall’s body to be taken to foren-
sic pathology for an autopsy.

The Texas Rangers were con-
tacted to conduct an independent 
investigation of the incident. 

Both deputies have been placed 

on administrative leave, as is also 
Sheriff’s Offi ce protocol, until it is 
determined they are ready to return 
to duty.  

The incident began earlier that 
night around 7 p.m. when the sher-
iff’s offi ce’s 911 center received a 
call of a domestic disturbance at 
the residence.

The caller identifi ed herself as 
the victim of an assault by her 

boyfriend at their residence and 
several Smith County Sheriff’s 
Patrol deputies arrived on the 
scene at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
Emergency Medical Services ar-
rived in the area at 7:15 pm near 
the residence. 

Upon arrival deputies learned 
Duvall had left the area in his 
vehicle, traveling at a high rate 

By Terry Cannon
Editor

Lindale High School Head Coach Chris Cochran has a working relationship with 
college coaches both near and far, promoting his players and the school’s program.

But it’s a pretty safe bet that he wouldn’t have expected a steady parade of names 
such as Nick Saban (Alabama), Jimbo Fisher, (Texas A&amp;M), Joey McGuire 
(Texas Tech) and Rhett Lashlee (SMU) who stopped by LHS in the past couple 
of weeks.

And, perhaps most importantly, brother Josh Cochran, tight ends coach with 
Texas Tech who made the trip from West Texas with McGuire. 

To be sure, most of these coaches were in Lindale because of Casey Poe (6-5, 
280 pounds), the rugged offensive lineman who is one of most sought after play-
ers in the nation.

In addition to A&M and Alabama, Poe, who just fi nished his junior season, has 
also received offers from Auburn, Arkansas and LSU of the SEC, Baylor, Oklahoma 
and TCU in the Big 12 as well as Stanford and Brigham Young. 

Apparently, it’s good to be an outstanding high school football player in a state 
known for producing a bevy of college and professional players.

And while Cochran acknowledges Poe is the main focus now, having big-time 
college coaches seeking out Lindale is a testament to the quality of the overall 
program he and his staff have been building since 2017.

“(The coaches’ visits) says a lot about our players and our way of doing things,’’ 
Cochran said. “Our younger kids see someone (Poe) being recruited and they think 
that something like that could happen to them.

Texas A&M Head Football Coach Jimbo Fisher visited the Lindale 
High School campus this past week on a recruiting trip. Seen with 
Fisher are, from left, Sergeant Neil DeWolfe of the Lindale ISD Police 
Department, LHS Principal Jeremy Chilek, Fisher and LHS Assistant 
Principal Kyle Wright.

Lindale High School Head Coach Chris Cochran is seen with University 
of Alabama Coaches Nick Saban, right, and Holmon Wiggins.

Courtesy photos

BIG TIME COACHES’ VISITS
BOOST LINDALE’S PEDIGREE

Colleges’ interest in Lindale football
bodes well for the entire program
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Caraway new 
Precinct 1 
constable

Ralph Caraway Jr. took the 
oath of office Tuesday (Jan. 
24) after being appointed by the 
Commissioners Court as Smith 
County Precinct 1 Constable. 

The appointment followed the 
resignation of Curtis Traylor-
Harris.

Caraway Jr. was appointed 
and sworn in as Interim Con-
stable July 8, 2022, while Har-
ris was awaiting trial on felony 
charges, of which he has since 
been convicted and is waiting 
appeal.

Traylor-Harris sent a resig-
nation letter to Smith County 
Judge Neal Franklin and it was 
approved by the Commissioners 
Court, also on Jan. 24. 

Caraway will now serve as 
Precinct 1 Constable until the 
2024 Primary and General Elec-
tions are held.

Caraway Jr. is a longtime 
Smith County employee.

He came to the Constable’s 
Offi ce from the District Attor-
ney’s Offi ce, where he worked 
as an investigator since 2019. 
Prior to that he worked for the 
Sheriff’s Offi ce from 2005-19. 

He started as a detention 
offi cer in the jail and worked 
his way up to Captain over jail 
operations. Throughout his time 
at the Sheriff’s Offi ce, he also 
served as patrol deputy, Crimi-
nal Investigations Division 
detective, a member of the FBI 
High Intensity Drug Traffi ck-
ing Areas Task Force, a patrol 
sergeant, narcotics sergeant and 
jail lieutenant. 

He currently holds a Master 
Peace Officer License and a 
jailer’s license.

After County Judge Neal 
Franklin made the motion to 
appoint Carraway, the vote was 
unanimous by commissioners 
with Ralph Caraway Sr. ab-
staining.

In other action, commission-
ers:

● Appointed Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Ralph Caraway Sr. 
and Precinct 2 Commissioner 
John Moore as county repre-
sentatives to the East Texas 
Council of Government’s Board 
of Directors and nominated 
Caraway Sr. to ETCOG’s Ex-
ecutive Committee, which will 
consider appointing him to the 
executive board;

● Appointed Precinct 1 Com-
missioner Pam Frederick to the 
Tyler Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization Policy Committee;

● Approved the re-plat of 
Blue Sky Ranchettes, Lot 7, 
in Precinct 3 and the re-plat of 
East Shores Estates, Unit 6, in 
Precinct 2.

BRANDON DUVALL
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The Best of 
Suzanne 
Bardwell

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

THE ECONOMIST
The 2022 employment numbers have just been released, 

and Texas set the pace by a signifi cant margin. Over the 
year, nonfarm payroll employment increased in 42 states 
and was essentially unchanged in eight plus the District of 
Columbia according to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Texas gained 650,100 net new jobs, while California rose 

621,400 and Florida was up 440,000. 
The largest percentage increase also 
occurred in Texas (+5.0%), followed by 
Florida (+4.8%), and Oregon (+4.2%).

Looking at net job growth since 
February 2020 (the month before the 
pandemic), the United States has gained 
about 1.24 million jobs and Texas has 
gained around 740,000. In other words, 

some 60% of the net employment increase in the entire 
country has been in Texas. I’ve seen a lot of numbers in my 
time, and that one is pretty remarkable! 

There are several factors contributing to the state’s strong 
growth. One is the continuing pattern of people moving to 
Texas. Whether you look at Census data or other indicators 
such as the U-Haul Growth Index, it is obvious that people 
are leaving states such as California, New York, and Illinois 
and coming to Texas. Many of these individuals are highly 
skilled professionals who are helping to overcome the acute 
worker shortages and enabling future gains. 

Another signifi cant phenomenon is the ongoing momen-
tum in activity in the oil and gas sector. There are about 100 
more rigs running in Texas than a year ago and output is at 
record levels. Not only does that mean jobs in major produc-
tion areas, but also in other industries and locations up and 
down the supply chain. Add to that the ongoing gains from 
the major corporate locations and expansions and record 
volumes of cargo at the ports in the state, and the stage is 
set for notable growth.

Even with these positive attributes, however, it would be 
diffi cult (likely impossible) to maintain a 5% growth rate as 
the recovery matures. In fact, the monthly pace has recently 
slowed considerably. We’ve already captured much of the 
bounce from reopening the economy and resuming travel 
and other activity. In addition, a potential national reces-
sion continues to be a concern, although I think there is a 
lot of overreaction and any downturn we might see will be 
relatively mild and brief. The layoffs in the tech sector will 
also ripple through Texas. 

Even with these notable headwinds, the positives should 
far outweigh the negatives going forward. We are project-
ing healthy growth for the state economy over the next few 
years, and Texas will remain one of the leaders among all 
states. Having said that, job growth in the 2.0-2.5% range is 
more probable than sustaining the recent surge. Stay safe!

Jobs! Jobs! Jobs!
It is the hard places that 

either make us who we are 
or show others who we are. 
Recently I have had a few 
people reach out to me be-
cause of a particular column 
I wrote about the ‘hard plac-
es’ that spoke to them. That 
touches my heart, but it also 
reminds me that words mat-
ter. That got me to thinking 
about what words have been 
spoken to me that continue 
to shape the words I use, the 
words I write, and the life I 
try to live.

Perhaps the most powerful 
words spoken to me came 
from my mother. My older 
brother, by four years, was 
severely handicapped. He 
could say only a bare handful 
of words, maybe fi ve or so. 
And even those disappeared 
eventually. He could not 

answer to heart. I’m not sure 
why I have never really ques-
tioned that answer. Maybe be-
cause it turned out to be true. 
Donnie’s life shaped mine as 
surely as my parents’ response 
to his situation did. I watched 
them do the truly hard things 
with love and perseverance 
and faithfulness.

Eventually Donnie had to 
be institutionalized because 
of his fragility. And then I 
saw on a regular basis the 
families who were like ours. 
Some of them were broken 
by their journey. Some were 
elevated by it, and some 
were enslaved.

...the hard places
walk or talk, but he had the 
gift of sight and hearing. It 
was evident that Donnie was 
extremely intelligent. He 
followed everything with 
his deep, brown eyes. He 
laughed. He cried.

His misshapen body made 
some feel uncomfortable. 
Others tended to put our 
family on a pedestal because 
of the perceived burden of 
having such a handicapped 
child. I don’t remember how 
old I was, but I was young, 
forever questioning and 
wanting to know the ‘why’ 
of as much as possible. So, 
I asked my Mom one of the 
‘hard’ questions...”Why did 
God make Donnie the way 
he was?”.

“To teach us how to love” 
was my Mom’s response. And 
at my young age I took that 

All I know is that I learned 
to love more deeply, to ac-
cept more freely, and to 
recognize the hidden gifts 
from the hard places of life 
for what they are, blessings. 
I know what I want carved 
into stone when I leave this 
earth, “...the greatest of 
these is love” I Corinthians 
13:13b. I know that to be true 
because my Momma told me 
so. More importantly, she 
and Daddy showed me.

I hope you know these 
words to be true as well be-
cause I think they may just 
be the most important words 
ever written.

Gary Borders 
Capital Highlights

The state senator whose district includes Uvalde has fi led 
four bills related to the mass shooting at Robb Elementary 
last May. Sen. Roland Gutierrez, D-San Antonio, fi led bills 
to “reduce gun violence, increase support for school shoot-
ing victims and survivors, and push for accountability for 
the fl awed law enforcement response to the mass shooting,” 
the Statesman reported.

Several families of the Uvalde school shooting victims 
joined Gutierrez for the announcement last week. 

One bill would create a school violence victims’ compen-
sation fund. Another would eliminate qualifi ed immunity 
protection for police offi cers. The law enforcement response 
to the shooting has been widely criticized.

Another bill would raise the minimum age to purchase 
military-style rifl es.

“When will it be enough bloodshed? Are you waiting for 
it to happen to you or your family before you stop to think 
about your gross negligence?” said Velma Lisa Duran, the 
older sister of Irma Garcia, one of the two teachers killed in 
Uvalde, the Statesman reported.

Lawmakers seek $15K raise for teachers
A group of House Democrats is proposing a $15,000 raise 

for the state’s teachers and a 25% raise for other state em-
ployees by using some of the state’s record budget surplus. 
State Rep. James Talarico, D-Austin, announced the bill last 
week and was joined by Democratic legislators and teachers, 
the Austin American-Statesman reported.

“This moment demands bold action, and that’s what our 
state is known for,” Talarico said. “House Bill 1548 would 
be the biggest teacher pay raise in Texas history. In Texas, 
we go big or we go home. Let’s go big on teacher pay.”

While the proposal may not gain traction in the GOP-
controlled House, it could spur debate as the state faces a 
growing exodus of public-school teachers. 

Bills push for accountability after Uvalde shooting

The Dallas Morning News, which analyzed teacher salaries 
across the state, reported that major suburban and urban 
districts pay educators the most, while rural school districts 
and charter schools pay the least.

The highest average teacher salary is in the Houston region 
at $62,589, while the lowest average teacher salary was in the 
Abilene region, according to the Texas Education Agency. 
The state operates 20 educational regions.

Disaster declaration for 
Southeast Texas communities

Gov. Gregg Abbott last week issued a disaster declaration 
for Harris and Orange counties after at least one tornado 
touched down in Pasadena, Deer Park and neighboring 
Southeast Texas communities. 

The Texas Division of Emergency Management has re-
quested federal assistance in making preliminary damage 
assessments. The Houston Chronicle reported no injuries 

despite the considerable damage in the area.
Abbott urged Texans with damage to their homes or 

businesses to complete a self-reporting damage survey at 
damage.tdem.texas.gov. Damage should also be reported 
separately to insurance agencies.

Local parks grants total $9.8 million
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission approved 

more than $9.8 million in local parks grants last week “to 
help create and enhance outdoor recreational opportunities.” 
The grants are allocated to local governments on a 50/50 
basis. Once a park is funded, it must remain in existence in 
perpetuity, be properly maintained and open to the public.

Grants went to 20 cities of varying sizes for nature trails, 
native gardens, playgrounds, splash pads, dog parks and 
sports fi elds. 

A full list of grants can be found on the tpwd.texas.gov 
website.

Texas leads nation in job creation in 2022
A December employment release from the U.S. Bureau of 

Labor Statistics indicates Texas led the nation in job creation 
with 650,100 nonfarm jobs added last year – a 5% rate, the 
fastest in the nation. Coming in second with 621,400 new 
nonfarm jobs was California.

“Texas works when Texans work, and in this legisla-
tive session, we will continue expanding opportunity and 
ensuring Texas remains the best state to live, work, build a 
business, and raise a family,” Abbott said.

Smith Co. deputies involved in fatal shooting
of speed. He lost control of the vehicle at the end of his 
driveway as it intersects with County Road 459. Duvall then 
escaped on foot.

Deputies arranged for the victim to leave the residence 
and had arranged a hotel room for the night but she refused 
to leave.

At 9:22 p.m. that night, a female caller identifying herself 
as the mother of Brandon Duvall fi rst called Wood County 
911 and was given the main number to Smith County Sher-

iff’s Offi ce Dispatch. 
She stated that she was not at the location, but her husband 

called her and she could hear Brandon beating his girlfriend 
as she was screaming and that he was also threatening his 
father. 

Shortly thereafter, deputies again responded to the loca-
tion. The caller stated that there were fi rearms in the house 
but didn’t know if he had a fi rearm at the time. 

After being shot, Duvall was given CPR but at 9:55 p.m. 
Duvall was determined to be deceased. 

Colleges’ interest in Lindale football bodes well for the entire program
Continued from Page 1

“If they work hard, keep their grades up and are good 
teammates and good people, it’s going to pay off.’’

The ripple effect also is in play with this heavy recruitment 
of Poe, Cochran believes.

“Relationships are getting established between Lindale 
and college coaches,’’ he said. “Now, coaches are aware that 
we’ve got some players here.’’

In addition to Poe, wide receiver Marcus Field and lineman 
Brandon Pettway have drawn considerable interest.

Being up front and honest with the visiting coaches is also 

essential, Cochran said.
“I’m not going to lie (to the coaches) because I want 

them to keep coming through here,’’ he said. “And I tell our 
kids that. I have to be able to tell those coaches the truth 
about our guys and it’s up to the player to be someone (the 
coaches) want to recruit.’’

But above all else, Cochran relishes this aspect of being 
a high school coach and mentor for youngsters.

“This is all about our kids and it’s what I love most about 
my job,’’ he said. “It’s cool to be able to meet (the coaches) 
and then watching our kids grow up and become a young 
man. That’s the most important part of the whole process.’’
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Newest enemy of democracy: M&Ms

Rusty Mitchum
Life & Times

Back when cereal was cereal 
and sugar was sugar

Times of 
Lindale

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Apparently slow news days aff ect bellicose TV com-
mentators as well as those of us who have had to deal with 
them for more than four decades.

Slow news days are the bane of us ink-stained cretins, 
sometimes causing us to reach for antiacids. 

Nothing says frustration quite like the thousand-mile stare 
of an editor who hasn’t a clue about what will fi ll the paper 
that day or week.

So when I ran across a recent item dealing with M&Ms 
and how those delectable chocolate wonders were surely 
going to cause the downfall of our republic my tiny brain 
sprang to attention.

It seems that Fox “News’’ foghorn Tucker Carlson has 
taken candy maker Mars Wrigley to task for rebranding 
their “spokes candies’’ mascots, those colorful and slightly 
amusing characters that do their best to convince Americans 
to grab a bag the next time they are at the store.

This sour take on one of our sweetest things began 
around a year ago, when the candy company updated the 
looks of the characters (remember, they aren’t REAL!) to 
fi t a “more dynamic, progressive world’’ no doubt lighting 
Carlson’s fuse.

Anyway these new designs included some rather odd 
backstories for some of the other characters. The green 
M&M was made “less sexy’’ by shortening her legs and 
giving her sneakers instead of her high-heeled boots.

Last month, Carlson used a portion of his show to criticize 
the rebrand and last week, he declared “Woke M&Ms have 
returned. The green M&M got her boots back, but apparently 
is now a lesbian, maybe? And there is also a plus-sized, 
obese purple M&M.’’

Wow. So much to unpack. 
First, how can a little candy morsel have a sexual iden-

tity? Secondly, so what if the purple one is a little heavy? 
Perhaps in Carlson’s perfect “non woke’’ universe there are 
no overweight people (or candies).

Again, quoting from his show: “M&M’s will not be satis-
fi ed until every last cartoon character is deeply unappealing 
and totally androgynous until the moment you wouldn’t 
want to have a drink with any one of them. That’s the goal. 
When you’re totally turned off , we’ve achieved equity.’’

Wait … what? 
Then there’s the sad case with the orange M&M.
“Maybe (the orange one) doesn’t like all the ugly new 

shoes he sees around him. Maybe he liked the sexy boots. 
Maybe the orange M&M is a secret sexist himself.”

At this point, I have to say that I couldn’t tell you what 
type of shoes these animated chocolate candies were wear-
ing. Guess ol’ Tucker is more observant than me which is 
obviously why he’s working for such an unbiased, fair and 
objective place like Fox “News.’’ 

What say, M&M folks? Here’s their response, which 
showed up on social media outlets.

“America, let’s talk. In the last year, we’ve made some 
changes to our beloved spokes candies. We weren’t sure if 
anyone would even notice. And we defi nitely didn’t think it 
would break the internet. But now we get it — even a candy’s 
shoes can be polarizing. Which was the last thing M&M’s 
wanted since we’re all about bringing people together.’’

Additionally, Anton Vincent, president of Mars Wrigley 
North America, said these changes to the M&M shoes were 
part of a larger campaign to make they more “representa-
tive’’ of the brand’s consumers. 

Can you imagine being with the M&M decision makers 
when they were fi guring out a response to Carlson’s screed? 
Seriously, there’s no way to get through that meeting without 
long, loud bouts of laughter.

Yet, skilled marketing folks have a way of turning these 
things into gold, so to speak.

The Super Bowl is approaching (no, the Cowboys won’t 
be involved) and advertisers get to show off  by deliver-
ing mostly clever ads. Think the M&M people might be 
planning a campaign to tweak ol’ Tucker and his “woke’’ 
paranoia?

As for our little, colorful sweet balls of chocolate wrapped 
in a candy coating, their immediate commercial future lies 
in the hands of actor Maya Rudolph.

“I am a lifelong lover of the candy and I feel like it’s such 
an honor to be asked to be part of such a legendary brand’s 
campaign,’’ she said on a recent Today show segment.

She probably should make sure her shoes pass muster 
with the Fox “News’’ folks.

The other night my wife 
Janet and I were watchin’ 
some TV.  I heard a crunchin’ 
sound and turned to see Janet 
munchin’ on some yogurt.

“That’s mighty crunchy 
yogurt,” I said.  “It must be 
out of date.” 

“I mixed some granola in 
with it,” she informed me.

Yogurt and granola?  Man, 
what a crummy snack.  I can 
remember when a snack con-
sisted of Fritos and bean dip, 
or peanuts and a coke.  But 
yogurt and granola?  

Man, what’s this world 
comin’ to?  And who came 
up with that junk anyway?

Back when I was a kid, I 
don’t remember any yogurt.  
We had clabbered milk, but 
I don’t know anybody that 
ever ate any of it.  And we 
didn’t have granola either.  

We had pork and beans, 
which is sort of like granola, 
only wet.  OK, maybe it’s 
not like granola, but the only 
thing I can think of that was 
like granola, was stuff  we fed 
our cows, and we didn’t feed 
‘em too much or we’d end up 
havin’ to poke a hole in their 
stomach to let the gas out.

And what’s with the new 
names on all this food?  

I mean, when I was a kid, 
we had Sugar Crisp, Sugar 
Smacks and Sugar Frosted 
Flakes.  Sometime in the 
past, they must have made it 
illegal to use the word sugar.  

Now its honey flavored 
this or that.  Heck, that’s 
why we bought the stuff  in 
the fi rst place, because it had 
sugar in the title.  Well, that 

and the free prize in the box.
Poor ol’ sugar is gettin’ a 

bad rap if you ask me.  Heck, 
when have you ever heard of 
sugar ‘causin’ rats to die of 
cancer?  I’ve heard of arti-
fi cial sweeteners givin’ rats 
the fi ts, but not sugar.  

And speakin’ of rats, has 
anybody ever checked to see 
if rats are just born terminal?  
Heck, they always check 
them out on what they con-
sider bad food, but have they 
tried them out on healthy 
food?  That stuff  might just 
kill them, too. 

Now, I do think people 
drink too many of what they 
call “soft drinks” now-a-
days.  We called them Cokes.  
It didn’t matter what brand 
they were, they were still 
considered a Coke.

“I’d like a Coke, please,” 
we’d say to the lady at the 
drug store counter.

“OK,” she’d reply.  “What 
kind do you want?”

“How about a Dr. Pep-
per?”

“Comin’ right up,” would 
be the reply.

Oh, we drank soft drinks 
back then, but not everyday.  
Heck, if we had one once a 
week we’d be lucky.  Back 
then, it was a treat to get a 
Coke.  Now-a-days it’s hard 
to find somebody walkin’ 
down the street that isn’t 
drinkin’ one.  I know people 
that drink four or fi ve a day.  

And we didn’t have any 
diet drinks back then.  I re-
member the fi rst diet drink 
that I ever saw, and it was 
called Tab.  

The commercials on TV 
made it look like it was re-
ally tasty, so I saved up some 
old Coke bottles and traded 
them in for a Tab once.  I 
took one swallow, and that’s 
the last Tab I ever bought.  
I still have that taste in my 
mouth.

Another drink I can re-
member was called Fresca.  
Man, you talk about a com-
mercial.  Every time some-
one took a sip of a Fresca, 
it’d start snowin’.  I even 
remember an old joke about 
Fresca: Did you hear about 
the man who drank so many 
Fresca’s that he snowed in 
his britches?

And everybody has some 
kind of problem now-a-days, 
too.  It was better back then, 
because all you had to worry 
about was gettin’ pink eye, 
ringworms, or risens.  

Now, you have to worry 
about hypertension, de-
pression, or toenail fungus.  
Speakin’ of toenail fungus, 
have you seen that commer-
cial?  It’s the one where that 
little creature grabs a toenail 
and lifts it up off  the toe like 
the hood of a car.  Man, I 
can’t watch that.  It nearly 
makes me throw up.  

Obviously whoever made 
that cartoon has never had 
a toenail or fi ngernail bent 

back.  I mean, if I ever get 
captured and they start pul-
lin’ my toenails up, I’m 
givin’ up every secret I ever 
learned and I’ll probably 
even make up a few for good 
measure.  

If they’d had that com-
mercial on back when I was 
a kid, it would have given 
me nightmares for a month.

And speakin’ of commer-
cials, have you seen those 
where those kids are talkin’ 
about wettin’ the bed?  Now, 
I know those kids are actors, 
but you can’t tell me they 
don’t catch “it” when they 
get back to school.

How’d I get started on all 
of this anyway?  Oh yeah, 
yogurt and granola.  The 
closest thing I can think of 
that we ate similar to this 
back when I was a kid was 
milk and cornbread.  We’d 
crumble up cornbread in a 
glass of sweet milk and eat it 
out of the glass with a spoon.  

Some folks ate it with 
buttermilk, but I never could 
handle the hard stuff .

Anywho, I’ll get off  my 
tirade.  I know, I’ll probably 
die too young, but if I do, so 
be it.  I just hope when they 
fi nd me, I’ll be face down in 
a bowl of Sugar Crisp, with 
a spoon in one hand, and a 
piece of bacon in the other.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column comes from the ar-
chives of the Lindale News and Times, which is avail-
able online for $2.99 per month. Call 903-882-8880 to 
set up your online subscription.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, Feb. 3, 2022

 Lindale High School soccer coach Jason Lawless 
was selected as one of the head coaches for the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes’ Heart of a Champion All-Star 
Soccer game, offi  cials said.

The coaches for the All-Star Game were announced 
at First Christian Church in Tyler. The games were 
played on June 3.

Lawless and Brook Hill head coach David Collins 
will be co-coaches of the Blue Team.

Kilgore head coach Tom Wait was selected to coach 
the Red Team along with Rockwall’s Tony Bowles.

Lawless and Collins played college soccer together 
at East Texas Baptist University.

FIVE YEARS AGO, Feb. 1, 2018
Former Lindale High School track standout Matthew 

Cecotti was named American Southwest Conference 
Track Athlete of the Week after his performance for UT 
Tyler at the UCO Invitational meet in Norman, Okla. 

Cecotti, a freshman, set a school record in the mile run 
with a time of 4:33.30 at the event. He also competed 
in the 3,000 meters and fi nished with a time of 9:50.40.

10 YEARS AGO, Feb. 7, 2013
Several Lindale High School football players received 

recognition when the District 16-4A coaches met and se-
lected the all-district team for 2012.

Lindale’s Luc Swimberghe was chosen as fi rst team 
kicker and fi rst team punter, while senior Lindale full-
back Tyler Daniels was also a fi rst team selection.

Quarterback Cody Slice was named second team quar-
terback and junior defensive tackle Michael Stiles was 
also a second team selection.

Honorable mention selections for the Eagles included 
Tyler Daniels at defensive end, Lance Kane at inside 
linebacker, Dee Jackson at outside linebacker, D.J. Wil-
liams at off ensive tackle, Stetson Ferrell at off ensive 
guard, Delenis Garrett at running back and Dakota Meu-
rer, Trenton Sir Louis and Dee Jackson at wide receiver.

Journey Center 
holds meet and 

greet Feb. 10
A free “Sip and See’’ get acquainted event for the 

Journey Center, located at 215 W. Margaret Street in 
Lindale is scheduled from 4 p.m.-8 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 
10, offi  cials said.

The Journey Center is a nonprofi t community ministry 
resource facility.

Drinks and pastries will be available at the Feb. 10 
event.

For more information, contact director Erica Vakis at 
erica@lindalejourney.com or www.lindalejourney.com.

Local volunteers 
praised for giving 

spirit
Dear Editor,

I am writing to thank Lindale   -area 
residents for sharing the true mean-
ing of Christmas with children in 
need this past holiday season.

Generosity throughout contributed 
to a successful shoebox gift collec-
tion season at drop-off  locations for 
the Samaritan’s Purse project Opera-
tion Christmas Child. 

Across the U.S., the project col-
lected more than 9.3 million shoebox 
gifts in 2022. Combined with those 
collected from partnering countries 
in 2022, the ministry is now sending 
nearly 10.6 million shoebox gifts to 
children worldwide.

Through shoeboxes -- packed with 

fun toys, school supplies, and hy-
giene items -- Lindale  -area volun-
teers brought joy to children in need 
around the world. Each gift-fi lled 
shoebox is a tangible expression of 
God’s love, and it is often the fi rst 
gift these children have ever re-
ceived. 

Through the continued generos-
ity of donors since 1993, Operation 
Christmas Child has collected and 
delivered more than 209 million gift-
fi lled shoeboxes to children in more 
than 170 countries and territories. 

This year, Samaritan’s Purse de-
livered its milestone 200 millionth 
shoebox, which was packed on a 
country-wide tour and then hand-
delivered to a young girl in Ukraine.

Across Texas   , shoebox packers of-
ten shop for deals on shoebox items 

throughout the year, and many serve 
at a deeper level by becoming a year-
round volunteer. Information about 
ways area participants can get in-
volved year-round can also be found 
at samaritanspurse.org/occ or by 
calling 817-595-2230.

Although local dropoff  locations 
for gifts are closed until Nov. 13 – 
20, 2023, anyone can still be a part of 
this life-changing project by conve-
niently packing a shoebox gift online 
in just a few simple clicks at samari-
tanspurse.org/buildonline.

These simple gifts, packed with 
love, send a message to children 
worldwide that they are loved and 
not forgotten.

Sincerely,
Lizette Miller

Samaritan’s Purse
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Dealing with another round of cold damage
By Greg Grant

Smith County Horticulturist
Here we go again, having to 

deal with another round of devas-
tating freeze damage. Severe cold 
can cause all types of problems for 
susceptible plants not prepared for 
it, especially tropicals and zone 8 
evergreens from Asia. 

Freezing temperatures can dam-
age tender plants by rupturing 
plant cells as ice crystals form 
and rapid changes in temperatures 
occur. Unfortunately, this time an 
insulating blanket of snow wasn’t 
in the cards.

The signs of cold damage can 
be confusing since some damage 
may not be evident until months 
later. Leaves and tender shoots 
subjected to freezing temperatures 
appear water-soaked and wilted. 

These tissues will usually turn 
black or brown within a few days. 
Evergreens, such as azaleas, ca-
mellias, gardenias, and roses may 
have dead foliage and damaged 
stems.  

I hate to say it, but we might 
have lost blooms on many azaleas 
and most camellias as they bloom 
on previous year’s growth. There 
could also be stem damage like 
bark splitting as well.

This type of damage occurs as a 

splitting of the stem or bark, typi-
cally near the base of the plant, 
due to sudden changes in tempera-
ture. Once they become obvious, 
split stems and branches should 
be pruned to unaff ected growth. 
Hopefully most of our damaged 
shrubs will at least re-sprout from 
the lower stems and the ground 
once warm weather is here.  

Sometimes cold injury is not 
readily apparent until the plant 
starts to actively grow again. At 
this point, cut out the dead and 
leave the living.

After a freeze or frost, the 
leaves of damaged herbaceous 
plants may immediately appear 
wilted and water soaked. How-
ever, the freeze injury to the twigs, 
branches, or trunks often doesn’t 
appear on shrubs and trees right 
away. 

Wait at least a month then use 
a knife or thumbnail to scrape the 
outer bark on young branches. 
Freeze-damaged areas will be 
brown beneath the bark; healthy 
tissues will be green or white.

Delay pruning until time reveals 
the areas that are living and dead 
and until the threat of additional 
frosts or freezes has passed. Leav-
ing dead limbs and foliage at the 
tops of plants will help protect the 

lower leaves and branches from 
nighttime radiation loss. 

Pruning immediately after a 
freeze does not improve the 
outcome. Also, plants that are 
pruned tend to be invigorated 
more quickly, which may set them 

up for further damage in our un-
predictable cycling of warm and 
cold temperatures.   

So, do not be in a hurry to prune 
or remove your damaged plants. 
Some plants may appear dead but 
may not be. Corrective pruning 

should not be started until the full 
extent of the damage can be deter-
mined. Visit our Tyler Botanical 
Garden (in the Tyler Rose Garden) 
to see how the Smith County Mas-
ter Gardeners are dealing with the 
damage.



Lindale Police Department call log for 
Jan. 20-Jan. 27:

FRIDAY, JAN. 20: 8:00:19 AM, Parking Violation, CR 
472/Freedom Dr; 11:49:20 AM, Found Property, 300 blk 
Cooper St; 2:05:12 PM, Suspicious Circumstance, 200 blk 
Half St; 2:28:09 PM, Motorist Assist, Eagle Spirit Dr/S 
Main St; 5:21:58 PM, Public Service, 100 blk Ballard 
Drive; 6:13:39 PM, Debris In Roadway E South St/Ham-
rick St; 7:45:42 PM, Accident, 3500 blk S Main St; 8:14:59 
PM, 911 Hang Up Call, 200 blk Randy Dr; 9:23:40 PM,  
Welfare Concern, 200 blk W Centennial Blvd; 10:25:26 
PM, Suspicious Vehicle, 300 blk S Main St.

SATURDAY, JAN. 21: 12:08:35 AM, Disturbance, 50 
blk Miranda Lambert Way; 1:34:10 AM, Suspicious Cir-
cumstance, 15000 blk FM 16 W; 10:16:24 A, Public Ser-
vice, 100 blk Ballard Drive; 11:42:09 AM, Traffi  c Hazard, 
3500 blk S Main St; 1:11:02 PM, Welfare Concern, 500 blk 
Sunset Dr; 2:46:36 PM, Assault-aggravated, 500 blk Circle 
Dr; 5:30:12 PM, Disturbance, 200 blk Summer Tree Cir; 
8:09:55 PM, Assist EMS, 2400 blk S Main St; 9:37:56 PM, 
911 Hang Up Call, 15000 blk Country Acres Dr.

SUNDAY, JAN. 22:  1:17:29 AM, Warrant Service, 8400 
blk Military Dr; 3:48:09 AM, Public Service, 13000 blk 
FM 2710; 9:09:57 AM, Assist Another Agency, 500 blk 
Blackberry Blvd; 11:46:56 AM, Escort, 15000 blk C R 
467; 5:42:34 PM, Reckless Conduct, 16400 blk C R 4191; 
9:52:38 PM, Loud Noise Complaint, 1500 blk Pearl St; 
10:31:38 PM, Public Service, 800 blk Pineland Ln.

MONDAY, JAN. 23: 8:19:57 AM, Vagrant, 400 blk S 
Main St; 9:31:03 AM, Alarm Business, 2600 blk S Main 

St; 10:51:12 AM, Verbal Disturbance, 3200 blk S Main St; 
11:28:24 AM, Assist LISD PD, 400 blk Eagle Spirit Dr; 
2:24:42 PM, Accident, 3200 blk S Main St; 4:20:18 PM, 
Suspicious Vehicle, 800 blk Brownwood Cir; 6:05:13 PM, 
Structure Fire, 404 N College St; 11:19:22 PM, Distur-
bance, 15000 blk FM 16 W.

TUESDAY, JAN. 24: 12:37:18 AM, Suspicious Ve-
hicle, 200 blk W Hubbard St; 2:23:34 AM, Assist Anoth-
er Agency, 17000 blk Interstate 20 E; 9:40:17 AM, 
Suspicious Vehicle, 16900 blk Village Lake Dr; 9:50:48 
AM, Assist Another Agency, 1400 blk S Main St; 10:02:34 
AM, Public Service, 500 blk Asher Ln; 10:41:58 AM, As-
sist Another Agency,200 blk Cannery Row; 12:14:08 PM, 
Accident, 16000 blk Interstate 20 W; 1:07:31 PM, Pub-
lic Service, 100 blk Ballard Drive; 1:14:38 PM, Motorist 
Assist, 13000 blk Interstate 20 E; 2:24:49 PM, Motorist 
Assist, S College St/W Hubbard St; 9:27:16 PM, Suspi-
cious Circumstance, E South St/S Industrial St; 10:47:49 
PM, Assist EMS, 13000 blk CR 472; 11:37:45 PM, Alarm 

Business, 3400 blk S Main St; 11:40:38 PM, Driving While 
Intoxicated, FM 849/Madison Ln.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 25: 2:34:35 AM, Motorist Assist, 
500 blk S Main St; 4:48:07 AM, Assist Another Agen-
cy,16000 blk Interstate 20 E; 5:40:03 AM, Stolen Vehicle, 
13000 blk FM 2710; 7:45:02 AM, Public Service, 2300 
blk S Main St; 8:01:52 AM, Assist Another Agency, 500 
blk Pierce St; 8:02:49 AM, Accident, 3500 blk S Main St; 
12:57:21 PM, Accident, 16000 blk Interstate 20 E; 3:15:46 
PM, Soliciting, 200 blk Mission Crest Cir; 4:45:38 PM, 
Suspicious Circumstance, 500 blk S Main St; 5:56:14 PM, 
Lost Property, 100 blk Ballard Dr; 6:58:06 PM, Assist 
EMS, 1100blk E Park Dr.

THURSDAY, JAN. 26: 1:57:30 AM, Suspicious Vehi-
cle, 200 blk Cannery Row; 9:58:25 AM, Theft, 100 blk E 
Centennial Blvd; 12:20:10 PM, Accident, 3500 blk S Main 
St; 1:04:38 PM, Soliciting, 400 blk Husky Dr; 1:19:02 PM, 
Welfare Concern, 2800 blk S Main St; 2:45:51 PM, Motor-
ist Assist, Ballard Dr/S Main St; 3:30:45 PM, Public Ser-
vice, 100 blk Ballard Dr; 3:39:12 PM, Criminal Trespass, 
500 blk Sunset Dr; 7:24:32 PM, Welfare Concern, Perry-
man Rd/S Main St.

FRIDAY, JAN. 27: 3:02:56 AM, Reckless Driving, 
16000 blk Interstate 20 E; 12:50:01 PM, Shoplifting, 100 
blk E Centennial Blvd; 1:43:59 PM, Soliciting, Interstate 
20 W/HWY 69; 2:05:01 PM, Accident, 1000 blk Mt Syl-
van St; 3:14:35 PM, Welfare Concern, 13000 blk CR 472; 
4:21:26 PM, Suspicious Person, 500 blk Sunset Dr; 5:32:29 
PM, Public Service, 100 blk Ballard Dr; 5:38:33 PM, Pub-
lic Service, 100 blk Ballard Dr.
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A Smith County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Deputy and another 
driver were hurt in a three-vehicle wreck at the inter-
section of Loop 323 and East Front Street in Tyler on 
Sunday, Jan. 29, Sheriff ’s Offi  ce public information 
offi  cer Larry Christian said.

The deputy was driving, with her lights on, toward a 
reported assault in progress through the intersection of 
South Southeast Loop 323 and East Front Street around 
4 p.m. when she struck a vehicle in the intersection, 
Christian said.

Christian said the vehicle that was struck got pushed 
into another vehicle.

The deputy and the driver of the vehicle that she 
struck were both taken to the hospital for their injuries, 
Christian said.

County deputy
injured in crash

Constables, K-9 
visit Rotary Club

Smith County Precinct 5 
Constable’s Offi cers were 
the guest speakers at the 

Lindale Rotary Club’s week-
ly meeting. The offi cers 

discussed the K-9 program 
and demonstrated the 

skills of current K-9 Deputy 
Blaze. Shown are, from 

left, Precinct 5 Constable 
Wesley Hicks, Deputy and 

Blaze handler Alvin Gordon, 
Shannon Reid of the Lillie 
Russell Memorial Library, 

Kevin Petty and Trey Glover. 
Petty’s K-9 Hunter was re-

cently retired by the county 
and will spend his retire-

ment years with the Petty 
family. (Courtesy photo)

Six East Texans were arrested by offi  cials with the 
Texas Attorney General’s Offi  ce for allegedly attempt-
ing to have sex with underage girls, offi  cials announced.

The suspects arrested include Jose Hernandez, 37, 
of Tyler; Matthew Organ, 44, of Whitehouse; Delano 
Roosevelt Phelps, 89, of Tyler; James Amos, 54, of 
Flint; Charles McLarty III, 75, of Flint; and Monterrey 
Lobo, 47, of Jacksonville.

According to the arrest affidavits, these arrests 
were made between Tuesday and Thursday via sting 
operations set up by law enforcement offi  cers with the 
attorney general’s offi  ce, in which they would pose as 
underage girls, luring the suspects to agree to pay for 
various sex acts while also having them acknowledge 
that the girls were under the legal age of consent. 

The suspects were then told to meet the girls at a 
specifi ed location in Smith County where they were 
then arrested.

East Texans 
arrested in 

underage sex 
sting operation

A logging contractor has been in-
dicted by a Rusk County grand jury 
on a state jail felony charge of timber 
purchase as trustee with intent to 
defraud.

Terry Aron Beall, 57, of Henderson, 
doing business as 2-Beall Logging, is 
accused of stealing between $500 and 
$20,000 in proceeds from a timber sale 
from a Rusk County landowner in 2021.

Beall had an agreement with the 
landowner to harvest timber from the 
property; however, the landowner con-
tacted the Texas A&M Forest Service 
Law Enforcement Department after 
noticing discrepancies in the paperwork 
provided by Beall after the harvest. 

After a lengthy investigation, it was 
determined the landowner was not be-
ing compensated for all of the timber 
removed from the property, Texas A&M 
Forest Service Law Enforcement Inves-
tigator Mike Kuhnert said.

Kuhnert stressed the importance for 
landowners to protect their investment 

by monitoring all harvest activities, 
including having a wood accountabil-
ity system in place requiring proof of 
documentation. This can be achieved 
by the landowner or by utilizing the 
services of a consulting forester, which 
is recommended.

“It’s always important to trust your 
gut,” Kuhnert said. “When your gut is 
telling you something isn’t right, it’s 
always a good idea to do some research 
and see what’s going on.”

An indictment is not a finding of 
guilt; rather, the grand jury determined 
enough evidence exists to warrant a 
trial.

To prevent timber theft, landowners 
should: 

Visit their property frequently.
Have someone they know and trust 

report any cutting on their land im-
mediately.

Never sign a contract without check-
ing several references of the buyer.

For the best price, insist on getting 

bids for their timber.
Mark all property lines to assure 

cutting on adjacent property does not 
encroach on theirs.

Utilize trail/deer cameras on their 
property that can record suspicious 
activity or individuals.

Always hold their timber contractor 
to the agreed-upon terms.

Landowners who are unfamiliar with 
selling their timber are urged to contact 
their local Texas A&M Forest Service 
offi  ce. Texas A&M Forest Service fi eld 
staff  assists landowners with the process 
of securing the services of a profes-
sional resource manager to help select 
trees for harvest, estimate values and 
fi nd potential buyers.

To report suspected timber theft or 
suspicious activity, call the Texas A&M 
Forest Service law enforcement timber 
theft hotline at 1-800-364-3470.

For more information, visit https://
tfsweb.tamu.edu/lawenforcement/re-
porttimbertheft/. 

ET logging contractor indicted timber fraud case

Houston woman sentenced for immigration violations
A Houston woman has been sen-

tenced to prison for federal immigration 
violations in the Eastern District of 
Texas, said Chelsea Peters, spokesper-
son for U.S. Attorney Brit Featherston.

Maria Elizabeth Lopez, 48, pleaded 
guilty on Aug. 18, 2022, to engaging 
in a conspiracy to transport certain 
aliens for commercial and private fi -
nancial gain.  Lopez was sentenced to 
18 months in federal prison today by 
U.S. District Judge J. Campbell Barker.  

According to information presented 
in court, on Oct. 3, 2021, deputies with 
the Cherokee County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
stopped Lopez for a traffi  c violation 
and discovered 24 Hispanic individu-
als in the Chevrolet Suburban she was 
driving.  

Federal agents responded to the 
scene and determined that each of the 
passengers in the Suburban had ille-
gally entered the United States and that 
Lopez had been hired to transport the 
individuals to destinations Mississippi 
and Florida.  

Lopez also admitted during the 
investigation that she had previously 
transported illegal aliens in the same 

manner. 
Lopez was indicted by a federal 

grand jury on Oct. 21, 2021 and charged 
with federal immigration violations. 

This case was investigated by Home-
land Security Investigations, the Chero-
kee County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, and the 
Alto Police Department. This case was 
prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Allen Hurst. 

Houston men sentenced 
for bank theft

Two Houston men have been sen-
tenced to prison for federal violations 
in the Eastern District of Texas, Peters 
said.

Teddrick Trayvon Solomon, 26, and 
Corde Deandre St. Jules, 21, pleaded 
guilty in 2022 to conspiracy to commit 
bank theft.  Solomon was sentenced to 
46 months in federal prison and ordered 
to pay restitution of $257,789.00 on 
Jan. 24, 2023.  

Today, St. Jules was sentenced to 41 
months in federal prison and ordered 
to pay restitution in the amount of 
$257,789.00.  The sentencing hearings 
were held in front of U.S. District Judge 
Robert W. Schroeder, III.

According to information presented 
in court, Solomon and St. Jules, along 
with others, conspired to burglarize 
ATMs (automated teller machines) in 
the Bowie County area.  

On Jan. 26, 2021, an ATM located 
at the Texar Federal Credit Union on 
Gibson Lane in Texarkana, Texas, 
was burglarized and approximately 
$127,654.00 was stolen.  On Feb. 2, 
2021, an ATM located at the Texar 
Federal Credit Union on W. 7th Street 
in Wake Village, Texas, was also bur-
glarized and approximately $10,513.00 
was stolen. 

In each burglary, one of the co-
conspirators stole a pickup truck and 
then the defendants attached chains to 
the ATM and used the stolen truck to 
break open the ATM.  There was ap-
proximately $60,000 in damage done 
to each ATM.    

This case was investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the 
Wake Village Police Department, the 
Texarkana Police Department, and the 
Queen City Police Department.  This 
case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Alan R. Jackson.
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Lindale’s Lady Eagles Ju-
nior High School basketball 
teams took on Brownsboro 
this past Thursday and came 
away with one win in four 
games.

The 7th grade B team won, 
17-6; the 7th grade A team 
fell, 32-20; the 8th grade B 
team lost a close one, 27-24 
and the 8th grade A team lost 
36-18.

Maci Gateley was the 

leading scorer for the 7th

grade B team, while Riley 
Franks and Olivia Jansen 
were leading rebounders. 
Addyson Hance and A.J. 
McPherson were the leaders 
in steals and Saniyah Clay-
ton and Charli Morgan were 
leaders in assists.

For the 7th grade A team, 
Rachel Kelley and Baylee 
Brooks were leading scor-
ers and Rachel Kelley was 

also the leading rebounder. 
MaKynli Zemer and Brook-
lyn Wiggins were the steals 
leaders and Rachel Kelley 
was the assists leader.

Emory Schmidt led the 8th

grade B team in scoring and 
rebounding, while Charlize 
Reed and Kyndal Thurmon 
were leaders in steals. Naomi 
Muhr and Lexi Pinson led 
in assists. Kyndal Thurmon 
was the Hustle Award winner 

and Jaelynn Cocolan was the 
Leadership Award winner.

For the 8th grade A team, 
Ma’Kaylin Smith and Emma 
Watkins were leading scor-
ers while Lyla Hernandez 
was the leading rebounder. 
Emma Watkins was the 
leader in steals and Ella 
Hutchens led in assists. Lyla 
Hernandez won the Hustle 
Award and Avlyn Burks won 
the Leadership Award.

Junior High Lady Eagles win one 
against Brownsboro

Lindale High School graduate Elizabeth Tagg earned 
a Master of Arts degree from the University of Alabama 
during the school’s fall commencement, publicity officials 
announced.

The University of Alabama awarded more than 1,650 
degrees during its fall commencement ceremonies on 
Dec. 10, 2022.

Lindale’s Tagg earns 
Master’s from

University of Alabama

Point, focus, shoot! In honor of its 100-year birthday 
celebration, Texas State Parks is hosting a photo contest
throughout 2023 with the chance to win park passes, H-
E-B gift cards and even a curated state park experience, 
publicity officials said.

The contest will have four seasonal prize winners 
before the public votes on the grand prize winner at the 
end of the year.

“We can’t wait to see the parks through our visitors’ 
eyes,” said Whitney Bishop, social media coordinator 
for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. “There are so 
many special moments to capture, from watching a beauti-
ful sunset to catching your first fish. This contest is about 
more than taking pictures. It’s about making memories.”

The contest kicked off in January with the theme of 
“New Year, New Adventure” and will offer a new theme 
every season. A panel of TPWD judges will select quar-
terly winners who will each receive a Texas State Parks 
Pass valued at $70 and a $100 H-E-B gift card donated 
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation.

Voting for the grand prize winner begins in December. 
The lucky winner will receive a Texas State Parks Pass, 
a $500 H-E-B gift card donated by TPWF and a VIP-
curated experience at a Texas State Park.

All entries must be taken at a Texas State Park or 
Natural Area and uploaded to the Texas State Parks 
Photo Contest website or tagged on Facebook, Twitter 
or Instagram using the hashtags #TexasStateParks and 
#TexasParks100, between Jan. 1 and Nov. 27.  Note that 
an individual’s social media account privacy settings 
may affect entries.

Participants may submit multiple entries. For details 
about the contest, including a link to the contest rules 
and a gallery of entries, visit the Texas State Parks Photo 
Contest website.

For more information on the Centennial Celebration 
(including other upcoming community events), the his-
tory of Texas State Parks and how to make a day visit 
or overnight reservation, visit the Texas State Parks 100 
Years website at TexasStateParks.org/100years.

Additional media resources for the Centennial Celebra-
tion can be found on the TPWD website.

Texas State Parks 
photo contest honors 
100-year celebration

By Claudann Jones
Smith County Extension Agent

Family, Community Health
We are now into 

our second month 
of the new year 
which also means a 
fresh start for many, 
but dark, chilly and 
short days can take 
a toll on your men-

tal health. 
That’s why it’s the perfect time to start 

developing new habits that can boost your 
mood, relieve stress and make you feel 
better, like getting the recommended 150 
minutes per week of moderate-to-vigorous 
physical activity. 

But forming and sticking to new hab-
its can be challenging. Luckily there’s a 
science-backed approach called “habit 
stacking” that can make this easier for you.

To understand habit stacking, we first 
need to know about a biological process 
called “synaptic pruning”, which is when 
your brain prunes or trims away connec-
tions between unused neurons (brain cells) 
and strengthens ones between neurons used 
more often. 

For example, if you practice swimming 
for five years, your brain strengthens the 
connections between the neurons involved 
in swimming. If you’ve never swum before, 
you’re not strengthening those links, so 
your brain prunes them away and puts en-
ergy towards building connections required 
for other skills. Because synaptic pruning 
happens with the building of every habit, 
you can take advantage of the process to 
help you form new ones.

Habit stacking takes advantage of your 
current daily behaviors to help you develop 
new ones. 

It is stacking a desired habit on to a cur-
rent habit. It’s a type of implementation 
intention, but instead of pairing a new habit 
with a specific time and place, you pair it 
with an existing habit. Here’s the general 
idea:  After/before (current habit), I will 
(new habit).  

An example would be “After I change 
out of my work clothes, I will change into 
my workout clothes.”

Habit stacking works because your 
current habits are already wired into your 
brain, so connecting a new habit to an exist-
ing one makes you more likely to succeed. 
When you’re comfortable with creating a 

habit stack, you can create more than one 
stack at a time:

“Whenever I see stairs, I will take them 
rather than use the elevator.”

“Whenever I see a parking space farther 
from my destination, I will park there.”

Find the right cue or trigger: The cue 
should happen as often as you wish your 
new habit to take place. For example, if you 
want to do a habit every day, don’t stack it 
on a habit that just happens on Wednesdays. 

To help this process along, list out some 
of your current daily habits, like getting out 
of bed, showering and brushing your teeth.

Remember that habit stacking is linking 
small behaviors to habits you already have, 
and when done over time, it can help you 
establish a new healthy routine. 

Who knows, your daily lunchtime 
walk could turn into a three-kilometer 
jog!  For more information about Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Family and 
Community Health programs, the Smith 
County Extension Agent for Family and 
Community Health at 903-590-2980 or 
email at cmjones@ag.tamu.edu. Like our 
Facebook page: Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service Smith County. Stay well 
and stay safe.

Stack those good habits to stay on track

ShareLunker season was one for the books
The 2022 Toyota ShareLunker season proved to be monu-

mental, thanks to 350 anglers across the nation who entered 
512 Lunker largemouth bass into the program throughout the 
year, publicity officials said.

The total included 357 in the Lunker Class (between eight 
to 9.99 pounds or at least 24 inches in length), 121 Elite Class 
(weighing 10 to 12.99 pounds), 24 Legacy Class (weighing 
13 pounds or more and caught between Jan. 1 and March 31) 
and 10 Legend Class Lunkers that were 13 pounds or more 
caught outside the spawning season.

In addition to helping produce bigger, better bass for Texas 
lakes, anglers who enter their big bass catches in the program 
receive special recognition and prizes, including an entry into 
a year-end drawing to win a $5,000 Bass Pro Shops shopping 
spree and an annual fishing license.

“The 2022 ShareLunker season was one filled with multiple 
milestones, and we are glad we can close out the season with 
the year-end Grand Prize drawing,” said Natalie Goldstrohm 
Toyota ShareLunker coordinator. “We are pleased to announce 
that angler Bryan Allen was randomly selected from all the 
qualifying 2022 entries, winning the $5,000 Bass Pro Shops 
shopping spree. Be sure to enter your Lunker bass into the 
ShareLunker app or website for your chance to be included 
in the drawing for the 2023 season.”

Allen reeled in his 24.5-inch Lunker Class fish March 19 
on Fairfield Lake to become eligible for the drawing.

“Fairfield is one of my favorite lakes to fish,” said Allen. “I 
grew up in Florida fishing a lot of grass lakes and Fairfield is 
a good grass lake as well. I had caught some good fish there 
a couple of weeks before and made the trip out to Fairfield 
again that day. I have a small boat and usually go by myself, 
so I went and fished like I normally do. I was throwing a 
swim jig around and while fishing in some grassy points, I 
landed the fish.”

Allen headed out to Lake Nacogdoches May 28 and netted 
a 10.45-pound Elite Class Lunker, which he also entered into 
the program using the ShareLunker app.

Allen discovered the ShareLunker app two years ago and 
began submitting his catches. He was thrilled to win the $5,000 
Bass Pro Shops shopping spree and an annual fishing license.

“I was overjoyed and really excited to get the call from 
Natalie [Goldstrohm],” Allen said. “I’m not a person who 
gets lucky and wins a lot of stuff, so this is pretty awesome. 
A big thank you is in order for everything the ShareLunker 
program does for these lakes in the state of Texas.”

Allen said he spreads the word to everyone about the pro-
gram and the app.

“The prize for me is the opportunity to catch these big 
quality fish all the time,” he said. “These lakes have amazing 
genetics — any given day you can go out and catch a good 
quality bass.”

Anglers Deric Miller of Southlake and Brady Stanford of 
New Braunfels boasted the most individual entries for the 
season with 14 and 11, respectively. A total of 93 reservoirs 
produced at least one Lunker in 2022, led by O.H. Ivie 
with 121. Lake Fork (48), Fairfield (38), Conroe (26) and 
Sam Rayburn (23) were among the other top producers of 
the season, which wrapped up Dec. 31. The 512 total fish 
entered is a new single season record, up from 460 that were 
caught in 2021.

“Anglers that provide their Lunker data to TPWD play a 
critical role in big bass management in Texas,” Goldstrohm 
said. “Fisheries biologist use the anglers catch data along with 
other research and sampling information to make informed 
management decisions for Lunker bass in Texas’ fisheries.”

During the first three months of the season (January through 
March), anglers who reel in a 13-plus pound bass can loan it 
to TPWD for the ShareLunker selective breeding and stock-
ing program. These anglers call the ShareLunker hotline at 
(903) 681-0550 to report their catch 24/7 through March 31.

Anglers who catch and donate one of these 13-plus pound 
lunkers earn Legacy Class status, a catch kit filled with mer-
chandise, a 13-plus pound Legacy decal for their vehicle or 
boat, VIP access to the Toyota ShareLunker Annual Awards 
event and a high-quality replica mount of their Lunker fish 
from Lake Fork Taxidermy. These anglers will also receive 
entries into two separate contests — a Legacy Class drawing 
and the year-end Grand Prize drawing. First place in either 
wins a $5,000 Bass Pro Shops shopping spree and an annual 
Texas fresh and saltwater fishing license.

Texas Game Wardens Dyke McMahen and Brannon 
Meinkowsky were presented yesterday with separate 
awards as Shikar Safari Officer of the Year and the South-
eastern Association of Fish and Wildlife’s Officer of the 
Year, respectively, by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission. Nominated by their supervisors for outstanding 
service in the line of duty, both officers share a passion for 
conservation, youth outreach and criminal investigation.  

Often found patrolling Lake Conroe, Montgomery 
County Warden Meinkowsky leads his team in boating 
accident investigations. His thoroughness and attention 
to detail on cases resulted in high accolades from the 
Montgomery County District Attorney’s office and vari-
ous law enforcement organizations. 

“As a leader among his peers, he is integral to training 
local game wardens,” said Capt. Jonathan Heaton, Warden 
Meinkowsky’s supervising officer. “He is considered a 
resource among his peers, devoting his time to classroom 
instruction for other officers and our partner organizations 
on Lake Conroe. Those types of cross-agency efforts are 
the backbone to public safety, especially on the water.”

Four hundred miles away in Wilbarger County, Texas 
Game Warden McMahen’s 30-year career in the field 
culminated with receiving the Shikar Safari Officer of the 
Year award. Known for his positive attitude and wildlife 
expertise, Warden McMahen’s work ethic often makes 
him the district’s “go-to.”

“There is no one more willing to go the extra mile for 
fellow officers or members of the public than Warden 
McMahen,” said Capt. Lacy Loudermilk. “Recently, 
he assisted the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers 
Association with felony theft and illegal hunting cases. 
Numerous stolen cattle, horses, trailers and tack were 
recovered. Warden McMahen’s dedication to community 
and officer trust sets a precedent throughout the state.”

Whether on a ranch or lakeside, Texas Game Wardens 
continue to support their communities through public 
outreach and wildlife conservation.   

TPWD receives funds from the USFWS. TPWD pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, disability, age, and gender, pursuant to 
state and federal law. To request an accommodation or 
obtain information in an alternative format, please contact 
TPWD on a Text Telephone (TTY) at (512) 389-8915 or 
by Relay Texas at 7-1-1 or (800) 735-2989 or by email 
at accessibility@tpwd.texas.gov. If you believe you have 
been discriminated against by TPWD, please contact 
TPWD, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin, TX 78744, or 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office for Diversity 
and Workforce Management, 5275 Leesburg Pike, Falls 
Church, VA 22041

Texas game
wardens 
honored

By Sylvia Masters
Smith County  Master Gardener

Have you ever visited a garden center 
or nursery and were awed by the beauti-
ful container pots?

Using some basic techniques and 
planning, you can create one of those 
gorgeous pots.  

First, decide where you want to place 
the container – porch, patio or yard?  
Does the area receive lots of sun or 
primarily shade?  Can the container be 
easily watered?  Is there a color theme 
you want to emphasize?   This will help 
determine the type of plants you select.  

One of the first considerations is the 
container.  Think about the size, color, 
weight, material and cost when choos-
ing a container.  Be sure the container 
has drainage holes. 

Some common types of pots are 
terra-cotta, concrete, wood, metal, 
plastic or fiberglass.  Be creative and 
use repurposed containers such as old 
tin buckets, baskets and birdbaths.  

Next, consider plants.  Begin by 
looking at sun or shade loving, depend-

ing on your location and the palette of 
color you want.  The plants you select 
should have the same light and water 
requirements to grow and be happy.  
Use the foolproof formula – thriller, 
filler and spiller. 

Begin with a thriller as the focal 
point– a plant that adds height and 
makes a bold vertical statement.  
Ornamental grasses, foliage plants 
and upright flowering plants are good 
choices.  

Then add a filler – plants that will 
round out or fill in the space around the 
thriller.  Coleus, petunias, periwinkles 
and begonias could be some options.  
Complete the look with spillers – plants 
that will cascade over the edge of the 
container adding interest.  Some pos-
sibilities are creeping jenny, sweet 
potato vine and ivy.  You want to fill 
the container but not crowd the plants.  
General pot size to plant ratios are: A 
10-12-inch pot can hold 3-4 plants; A 
14-16-inch pot can hold 5-7 plants and 
a 16-20-inch pot can hold 6-9 plants.

Now we are ready to plant. Before 

filling your container with potting mix, 
you may want to place a pottery shard 
or screening material over the drainage 
hole to keep soil from washing out.  

Fill your container two thirds full of 
a container potting mix – not garden 
soil.  This mix is lighter and will allow 
better drainage.  Next loosen the plants 
from their pots and place them in the 
container adjusting spacing as needed. 
Add some fertilizer granules to boost 
your plants growth.  

Be sure plants are a couple of inches 
below the rim of your container for 
ease of watering. Now fill in around the 
plants with potting mix.  Press down 
gently to eliminate air pockets. 

Finally, water in your container 
garden to help settle the soil. You may 
need to add more soil. Containers will 
need more frequent watering and don’t 
forget to fertilize every few weeks to 
keep plants healthy.  Enjoy!!

The Smith County Master Gardener 
program is a volunteer organization 
in connection with the Texas A & M 
AgriLife Extension Service.

Creating a stunning container garden
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Use Xylecide® anti-fungal shampoo to treat dermati-
tis & fungi on cats, dogs & horses.  Eliminates shed-
ding & doggy odor. Fleming Farm & Ranch Supply  

(www.fl eabeacon.com)

FOR SALE
CITATION BY PUBLICATION

   THE STATE OF TEXAS   §  Attorney of Record:
        JOE B. BEAM
   COUNTY OF SMITH        §  315 S BROADWAY, STE.100
        TYLER, TEXAS 75702
           903-597-8351
TO: KIMBER HOLLIS

On the 14th day of  April, 2022, DON L. HOLLIS
filed an AMENDED APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIR-
SHIP in a proceeding styled IN THE ESTATE OF JUDY 
GWEN HOLLIS, DECEASED and bearing the number 
442121P in the County Court at Law #3 of Smith County, 
Texas.

The Court will hear the aforesaid AMENDED AP-
PLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP on the Monday 
next after the expiration of ten (10) days from the date 
ot· publication of this citation, in the Courtroom in the  
County Courthouse Annex of Smith County, in Tyler, Texas.

All persons interested in the ,aforesaid Estate are 
commanded to appear at or before the time set for said 
hearing by filing a written contest or answer to said Applica-
tion.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in the 
office of the County Clerk of Smith County, Texas in Tyler, 
Texas.

In compliance with the law, this citation shall be 
served by publication once in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in this, the County in which such proceeding is 
pending, not less than ten (10) days before the return date 
hereof, exclusive of the day of publication, and the date of 
publication said newspaper bears shall be the day of publi-
cation.

If this citation is not served within ninety (90) days 
after the date of issuance, it shall be returned unserved.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of oftice, 
the 25th day of .January, 2023, at the office in Tyler, Texas.

  KAREN PHILLIPS, COUNTY CLERK
  Smith County, Texas
  By:  Katherine Beard, Deputy Clerk

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
   THE STATE OF TEXAS   §    Attorney of Record:
          Kaitlin R. Travis
   COUNTY OF SMITH  §    325 North St. Paul, Floor 29
          Dallas, Texas 75201

          972-677-7764
TO: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS IN THE ESTATE OF EMMA 
MCGEE, DECEASED:

On the 13th day of January, 2023, ARCHIE COLE-
MAN filed an APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP
in a proceeding styled IN THE ESTATE OF EMMA MCGEE, 
DECEASED and bearing the nu1nber 46673P in the Coun-
ty Court at Law #3 of Smith County, Texas.

The Court will hear the aforesaid APPLICATION 
TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP on the Monday next after the 
expiration of ten (10) days from the date of publication 
of this citation, in the Courtroom in the County Courthouse 
Annex of Smith County, in Tyler, Texas.

All persons interested in the aforesaid Estate are 
commanded to appear at or before the time set for said 
hearing by filing a written contest or answer to said Applica-
tion.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in the 
office of the County Clerk of Smith County, Texas in Tyler, 
Texas.

In compliance with the law, this citation shall be 
served by publication once in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in this, the County in which such proceeding is 
pending, not less than ten (10) days before the return date 
hereof, exclusive of the day of pt1blication, and the date of 
publication said newspaper bears sl1all be tl1e day of pub-
lication.

If this citation is not served within ninety (90) days 
after the date of issuance, it shall be returned unserved.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of of-
fice, the 13th day of January, 2023, at the office in Tyler, 
Texas.
  KAREN PHILLIPS, COUNTY CLERK
  Smith County, Texas
  By: Katherine Beard, Deputy Clerk

TexSCAN Week of
Jan. 29-Feb. 4, 2023

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the best in 
Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, Schleicher, 
Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging exotics. South 
Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak counties - whitetail, 
hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val Verde – whitetail, 
javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

EMPLOYMENT
Like working with kids? HANK Inc seeks foster par-
ents for Community Foster Homes caring for 6 kids. 
Home and vehicle provided in beautiful community 
of Medina County, Texas, 512-791-9410.

The Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas is accepting 
proposals for construction of 10 new homes in the 
Vega Land Subdivision, Deadline: Feb. 28, 2023, by 
3 p.m. Specifications: Purchasing@ktttribe.org or 
830-773-2105.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

REAL ESTATE
East Texas Land Sale. Timber AG Exempt. 10 to 25 
acres starting $89,900. Financing available. No time 
frame for construction. Preconstruction pricing. Call/
Text David 512-596-9662.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

PETS/LIVESTOCK
Use Happy Jack® Seal N Heal® on dogs, cats & 
horses to close wounds with a bitter taste.  Allow 
healing.  At better Farm & Garden Stores.  (Distributed 
by K&K Vet Supply 479-361-1516).

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

All proposals and scope or work will need to include 
materials, equipment, and labor for 10 new wood frame 
homes. Proposals must be received in a sealed envelope 
labeled: CONSTRUCTION OF 10 NEW HOMES IN THE 
VEGA LAND SUBDIVISION. A performance and payment 
bond will be required for this project. All proposals should 
be sent/delivered to: PURCHASING DEPARTMENT, 
Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas, Government Building, 
2212 Rosita Valley Rd., Eagle Pass, Texas 78852 

"A Federal and State Recognized Sovereign Indian Nation" 

The Kickapoo Traditional 
Tribe of Texas is accepting 
proposals for construction 
of 10 new homes in the Vega 
Land Subdivision
Deadline: Feb. 28, 2023 by 3 p.m.

Specifications: Purchasing@ktttribe.org 
or 830-773-2105

NOTICE: The City of Lindale is seeking quali-
fications from qualified consulting firms to pro-
vide services to the community by providing 
and evaluation of the Faulkner Park space 
and developing a conceptual design with an 
architectural rendering. Please submit your 
responses to the Request for Qualifications 
to the address below: City of Lindale, Attn: Jill 
Childs, Financial Director, 105 Ballard Drive 
(Physical), P.O. Box 130 (Mailing), Lindale, 
TX 75TT1. Proposals must be received no 
later than 3:00 p.m. on March 9, 2023, to be 
considered. The City of Lindale reserves the 
right to negotiate with any and all individuals or 
firms that submit proposals, as per the Texas 
Professional Services Procurement Act and 
the Uniform Grant and Contract Management 
Standards. The City of Lindale is an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. For addi-
tional information please call (903) 882-3422

Solicitation in the 
Lindale Reporter

(to be published on Febru-
ary 2 and February 9, 2023)

Divide & Conquer Living Estate Sale for Elynor (Mrs. Charles) Bowker 
501 Timberwilde Dr ~ Tyler, TX 75703

Thurs., Feb. 2 ~ 7:00-5:30 | Fri., Feb. 3 ~ 8:00-5:30 | Sat., Feb. 4 ~ 8:00-2:00

Outside SSW Loop 323 and off Old Bullard Rd. 
(near Broadway Square Mall), turn west onto Timberwilde.

This 2821 sq. ft. home, listed by Claire Holcomb of Next Door Neighbors, is for sale; 
lovely contents and consignments include: din. table/chairs; another din. table; brass & 
glass din. table; 4 sofas; china cab.; Mottahedeh “Tobacco Leaf” china; Lenox “Tuscany” 
china; Waterford stemware; Georges Briard glassware; “Pink Melody” china; Asian soapstone 
4-panel room divider; sterling / silverplate selections; Herend napkin holders; cut glass serv. 
pcs. & vases; marble entry table/ mirror; other mirrors; several mink coats; Asian fish bowls/
planters; lg. Asian lamps; other lamps; Asian urns; rose bowls; marble top coffee tables; framed 
art (Wilton Fair estate); Bombay chests; fireplace screen; dresser/mirror; end tables; formal 
desk; framed art; books; Brass Lion hurricane lamp; drop leaf table; wicker chaise lounge; 
lg. rugs runners;; floral arrangements; cranberry selections; framed cross stitch; sew. mach.; 
porcelain boxes; hand-painted china; misc. chairs; frames; SentrySafe;  TV/clothes armoire; 
multi-shelf corner cab.; vanity bench; linens; many shoes, purses, & lovely clothes; lg. amts. 
of holiday selections; stain glass; kitch. items; sm. appliances; cost. jewelry; cedar chest; 
armchairs / ottomans; pump organ; piano; chest freezer; JawSaw; Graco car seat; trimmer; 
camouflage bag; sailfish; Hartman luggage; SOOOOO much more!

Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
   THE STATE OF TEXAS  §    Attorney of Record:
         LEIGH HUNT GOODSON
   COUNTY OF SMITH       §    115 W. FERGUSON ST.
           TYLER, TEXAS 75702
         903-630-9174
TO: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS IN THE ESTATE OF DAMON 
MARK DOTSON, DECEASED:

On the 20th day of January, 2023, DERRICK 
MAURICE DOTSON filed an APPLICATION TO DETER-
MINE HEIRSHIP in a proceeding styled IN THE ESTATE 
OF DAMON MARK DOTSON, DECEASED and bearing 
the number 47124P in the County Court at Law #3 of Smith 
County, Texas.

The Court will hear the aforesaid APPLICATION 
TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP on the Monday next after the 
expiration of ten (10) days from the date of publication 
of this citation, In the Courtroom in the County Courthouse 
Annex of Smith County, in Tyler, Texas.

All persons interested in the aforesaid Estate are 
commanded to appear at or before the time set for said 
hearing by filing a written contest or answer to said Applica-
tion.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in the 
office of the County Clerk of Smith County, Texas in Tyler, 
Texas.

In compliance with the law, this citation shall be 
served by publication once in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in this, the County in which such proceeding is 
pending, not less than ten (10) days before the return date 
hereof, exclusive of the day of publication, and the date of 
publication said newspaper bears shall be the day of publi-
cation.

If this citation is not served within ninety (90) days 
after the date of issuance, it shall be returned unserved.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of of-
fice, the 20th day of January, 2023, at the office in Tyler, 
Texas.

  KAREN PHILLIPS, COUNTY CLERK
  Smith County, Texas 
  By:  Katherine Beard, Deputy Clerk

CAUSE NO. 46741P
ESTATE OF   §       IN THE COUNTY COURT
   §
FRANKIE JO HACKATHORN,§      AT LAW NO. 3
   §
DECEASED   §      SMITH COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration 
for the Estate of Frankie Jo Hackathorn, Deceased, were 
issued on January 17, 2023 in Docket No. 46741P pending 
in the County Court at Law No. 3 of Smith County, Texas, to 
Karen Turbeville.
The address for Karen Turbeville is in Smith County, Texas 
and the address is:

Karen Turbeville
c/o Charles H. Clark

Law Offices of Charles H. Clark, P.C.
604 Woldert

Tyler, Texas 75702
All persons having claims against this Estate which is cur-
rently being administered are required to present them with-
in the time and in the manner prescribed by law.
DATED the 25th day of January, 2023.
  LAW OFFICES OF CHARLES H. CLARK, P.C
  604 Woldert
  Tyler, Texas 75702
  (903) 593-2514 Telephone
  (903) 595-1294 Facsimile

  Charles H. Clark
  State Bar No. 04274000
  ATTORNEY FOR KAREN TURBEVILLE, 
  Independent Administrator of the Estate 
  of Frankie Jo Hackathorn, deceased
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MEMBER FDIC

Texas Bank and Trust celebrates the thirteenth anniversary of the Lindale Student Board of Directors, recognizing 
outstanding seniors from Lindale High School who have demonstrated academic excellence, leadership, and a 
commitment to community service. We are proud to introduce the following members of the 2022-2023 Student Board.
View more profiles @ www.facebook.com/texasbankandtrust

CHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERYCHRISTIANA USSERY is the  is the  is the  is the  is the  is the  is the 
daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. daughter of Lucy and Mark Ussery. 
She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad She is a drum major and squad 
leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale leader in the Pride of Lindale 
marching band and a member of marching band and a member of marching band and a member of marching band and a member of marching band and a member of marching band and a member of marching band and a member of 
the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She the National Honor Society. She 
is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student 
council and the powerlifting and council and the powerlifting and council and the powerlifting and council and the powerlifting and council and the powerlifting and council and the powerlifting and council and the powerlifting and 
track and field teams. Christiana 
believes she is impacting the 
world as a leader in her school 
organizations by providing 
daily encouragement to her 
peers. She plans to attend Texas 

A&M University and study psychology and criminology. 
Christiana’s future goals include working as a behavioral 
analyst and a social worker. 

KRISSY DEARINGKRISSY DEARING is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter 
of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She of Delaina and Mark Dearing. She 
is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and is the president of the speech and 
debate team and a member of debate team and a member of debate team and a member of debate team and a member of debate team and a member of debate team and a member of debate team and a member of 
the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She the National Thespian Society. She 
is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student is also a member of the student 
council and the theatre club. Krissy council and the theatre club. Krissy council and the theatre club. Krissy council and the theatre club. Krissy council and the theatre club. Krissy council and the theatre club. Krissy 
believes she is impacting the world believes she is impacting the world believes she is impacting the world believes she is impacting the world believes she is impacting the world believes she is impacting the world believes she is impacting the world 
by being fully engaged in her 
school activities, pushing others 
to be themselves, and working to 
help fulfill the needs of others. 
She plans to attend Texas A&M 
University and study biochemistry 

and political science. Krissy’s future goals include attending 
law school. Krissy was selected by her peers to serve as the 
chairperson for the Lindale Student Board of Directors. 

REECI MORGANREECI MORGANREECI MORGANREECI MORGANREECI MORGANREECI MORGAN is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter  is the daughter 
of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. of Amanda and John Morgan. 
She is the editor-in-chief for the She is the editor-in-chief for the She is the editor-in-chief for the She is the editor-in-chief for the She is the editor-in-chief for the She is the editor-in-chief for the She is the editor-in-chief for the She is the editor-in-chief for the 
yearbook, co-president for the Key yearbook, co-president for the Key yearbook, co-president for the Key yearbook, co-president for the Key yearbook, co-president for the Key yearbook, co-president for the Key 
Club, and the media coordinator for Club, and the media coordinator for Club, and the media coordinator for Club, and the media coordinator for Club, and the media coordinator for Club, and the media coordinator for 
the National Honor Society. She is the National Honor Society. She is the National Honor Society. She is the National Honor Society. She is the National Honor Society. She is the National Honor Society. She is 
also a member of the tennis team. also a member of the tennis team. also a member of the tennis team. also a member of the tennis team. also a member of the tennis team. also a member of the tennis team. 
Reeci believes she is impacting the 
world by seeking opportunities to 
volunteer in her community, lead 
other students, and be a good 
representative of her Christian 
beliefs and morals. She plans to 
attend Texas A&M University and 

study business administration. Reeci’s future goals include 
running her own small business.
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believes she is impacting the world believes she is impacting the world 
by being fully engaged in her 
school activities, pushing others 
to be themselves, and working to 
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She plans to attend Texas A&M 
University and study biochemistry 

and political science. Krissy’s future goals include attending 
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Club, and the media coordinator for 
the National Honor Society. She is 
also a member of the tennis team. 
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Outstanding High School Seniors Who Make A Difference!

‘Treasures of the 
Texas Coast’ 
Children’s Art 

Contest underway
Commissioner  Dawn 

Buckingham, M.D. kicked 
off the 27th Annual Trea-
sures of the Texas Coast 
Children’s Art Contest this 
week, which is facilitated 
through the Texas Gen-
eral Land Office’s (GLO) 
Adopt-A-Beach Program. 
All Texas students, public, 
private, and homeschooled, 
in kindergarten through sixth 
grade are encouraged to 
send in their masterpieces. 
Artwork should be based 
on the theme “Treasures of 
the Texas Coast” and should 
depict why the Texas coast 
is important or special to the 
student.

“Growing up near the 
Texas coast and living there 
for more than a decade, our 
Texas beaches are very near 

and dear to my heart. I am 
excited to see the imagina-
tion and creativity of stu-
dents all throughout the 
state,” said Commissioner 
Buckingham.

 This year’s grand prize 
winner will receive one 
6-8-night Caribbean cruise 
for two from Royal Carib-
bean International departing 
out of Galveston, Miami, 
Tampa, Ft. Lauderdale, Port 
Canaveral, or Puerto Rico, 
two day passes to Six Flags 
Over Texas or Hurricane 
Harbor Arlington, and a 
copy of the book “The Big 

Beach Cleanup” by Char-
lotte Offsay.

The grand prize winner’s 
teacher will also receive one 
6-8-night Caribbean cruise .

All entries must be post-
marked by Wednesday, 
March 1, 2023, and mailed 
to the Texas General Land 
Offi ce at:

Texas General Land Of-
fice, Adopt-A-Beach Pro-
gram: Children’s Art Contest 
2023, P.O. Box 12873, Aus-
tin, Texas 78711-2873

For more information and 
an entry form visit TexasA-
doptABeach.org
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