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Wildﬁre risk remains
high across state

As the nearly statewide drought shows no signs of abating, wildﬁre danger
continues to spread across the state. The Chalk Mountain Fire in Somervell
County and the 1148 Fire in Palo Pinto County caused local ofﬁcials to urge
residents to evacuate. Several lakefront homes were destroyed around Possum Kingdom Lake last week as a result of the 1148 Fire, which involved
457 acres and was about 50% contained as of Sunday, according to the Texas
A&M Forest Service.
There were 16 active wildﬁres across the state, the largest being the Chalk
Mountain Fire involving 6,705 acres. It was 10% contained as of Sunday. A
total of 215 counties in Texas now have burn bans in place.
Since Friday, Texas A&M Forest Service ﬁreﬁghters responded to 38
new wildﬁres that burned approximately 1,458 acres. Suppression efforts
continued on several carryover wildﬁres as well.
The ﬁre environment, characterized by critically to extremely dry vegetation and critical ﬁre weather, will support wildﬁre activity this week. There
are currently 215 counties with burn bans.
Erin O’Connor, Program Specialist III (Lead PIO) Forest Resource Protection, said “we have approximately 1,400 ﬁreﬁghters mobilized by Texas
A&M Forest Service to respond to wildﬁres. This includes 300 Texas A&M
Forest Service ﬁreﬁghters, 150 Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual Aid System
(TIFMAS) ﬁreﬁghters and 912 out of state ﬁreﬁghters. This is in addition to
the more than 1,800 ﬁre departments across Texas that are responding locally
to wildﬁre incidents across the state.”
For the record, the average annual pay for a Wildland Fireﬁghter in Texas
is $27,415 a year. Just in case you need a simple salary calculator, that works
out to be approximately $13.18 an hour. This is the equivalent of only $527/
week or $2,285/month.
Jennifer Balch, a wildﬁre ecologist at the University of Colorado in Boulder, has examined just how big a role people are playing in starting wildﬁres
in the United States. Nationwide, humans are responsible for starting 84%
of wildﬁres, according to a paper co-authored by Balch, published this past
March in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. In California,
the eastern United States, and the coastal Northwest, people are behind more
than 90% of wildﬁres. And, by starting so many ﬁres, humans are essentially
lengthening the ﬁre season, into times of the year when natural causes—such
as lightning—don’t play a major role.
Arson, equipment ﬁres and burning debris are among the most common
ways for ﬁres to start in lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service.
While smoldering cigarettes are one of the most common triggers of
human-caused wildﬁres, the amount of ﬁres caused by cigarettes has decreased over the past several years.
A study conducted in 2014 investigated the decline of cigarette-caused
wildﬁres and found that the number of ﬁres declined by 90 percent since 1980.
The study cited cigarette designs as one of the main contributing factors
to the decline in cigarette-sparked wildﬁres. Cigarettes are made to avoid
sparking ﬁres if they are not put out properly.
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Lindale city
council OKs
annexations

Approximately 40 acres in the
city of Lindale were annexed into
the city limits by the city council
Tuesday night during its regular
meeting at city hall.
The annexations we’re approved
following a required public hearing called by the council before
the vote. No one spoke during the
public hearing.
Just over 38 acres of that total is
located just north of Highway 16
and near Eagle’s Peak subdivision.
The other two areas are .59 acres
at 17361 Cory Lane and .60 acres
in Eagle’s Peak and the other is .60
acres at 13397 Choice Circle.
In other action, the council:
● Approved the Smith County
911 2022-23 budget;
● Approved the final replat
of the lot at 15038 FM 849 and
County Road 472 in Lindale;
● OK’d the purchase of 12 lights
for Pickers Pavilion;
● Tabled the action concerning
infrastructure matters with Kingdom Builders. Several residents of
the subdivision spoke to the council, which prompted Mayor Jeff
Daugherty to ask City Manager to
check with the builder before taking ﬁnal action on the agenda item.
East Texas firefighters Chuck Weerts and Josh Bardwell
have been fighting the wildfires in central and west Texas as
Strike Team leaders. There are currently 16 active wildﬁres
across the state.

All ﬁve Friday
fatality victims
identiﬁed
The names of the ﬁve victims

killed in a two-vehicle crash early
Friday (July 22) have been released
by the Texas Department of Public
Safety.
According to a preliminary DPS
report, Matthew Reneaux, 23, of
Henderson, Jennifer Felix, 26, of
Tyler and Marvin Jenkins Jr., 38,
of Tyler were driving northbound
on Highway 110 near County Road
48 just before 5:30 a.m. Friday,
July 22.
Gabriel Salamanca, 29, a Mexico
resident along with a juvenile passenger were driving southbound
and collided head-on with the other
vehicle.
No details were provided on the
causes leading up to the crash and
the car the three people were riding in caught ﬁre after the crash,
authorities said.
All were pronounced dead at the
scene, DPS ofﬁcials said, adding
the investigation into the accident

Smith County to auction surplus
road, bridge equipment

http://tfsweb.tamu.edu/burnbans
County burn bans are established by county judges and/or county commissioners courts.
Texas A&M Forest Service is not responsible for establishing or removing bans on outdoor
burning. Texas A&M Forest Service only provides burn ban information as a public service.

Texas A&M Forest Service is an Equal Opportunity/Aﬃrmative Action/Veterans/Disability Employer committed to excellence through diversity.

The Smith County Commissioners Court approved auctioning off
surplus equipment from the Road and
Bridge Department this past week
during its regular weekly meeting.
The online auction will begin on
July 28 and continue until Aug. 11
on www.renebates.com
Smith County Purchasing Director
said the Road and Bridge equipment
has outlived its useful life and is no
longer needed by the County.
The equipment can be viewed in person, by appointment, on August 1 and August 5, between 9 a.m. and

noon. To schedule an appointment,
call 903-590-4726. The equipment is
located at the Road and Bridge Material Yard, at 11220 County Road 1121
in Tyler.
The following items are up for auction: fork lift, three trailers, two truck
beds, truck rack, 1984 Blazer, 1985
Chevrolet pickup, ﬁve rotary mowers,
1991 Gradall, 2000 Badger 670, grip
roller, six tractors, two asphalt zippers,
tiller, post hole auger and truck tank.
Smith County typically holds surplus auctions
twice a year.
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Opinion/Commentary
Let’s talk Texan, Ya’ll ...

My high school education for the most part was a bust (except for three years of an amazing and scary English teacher
and the greatest home economics teacher in the history of the
universe). I had a lot to overcome when I went to college. Let’s
just say that I am very fortunate that my college algebra teacher
had mercy, deep compassionate ‘D’ is for diploma mercy.
Still, it is true that I have a good education. I have an Associate’s degree in general education from Navarro College (Go
Bulldogs!). I have a Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary
Studies with a second major in English, and an honors thesis
in the psych department from East Texas State University
(that one was H-A-R-D times 10). And, I have a Master’s in
Science with a major in United States History and a minor in
science from East Texas State with side trip classes at Stephen
F. Austin University and UTTyler
Let me make something clear on this rabbit trail...I went
to East Texas State University NOT Texas A&M at Commerce. Yep, ETSU is one of
the universities that the Aggie
System ate like a Great White
Shark in its rivalry with the
University of Texas. Even my
beloved Navarro College in
Corsicana now has a Texas
A&M branch holding up its
ﬁnancial foundation.
It’s true. Even universities
and colleges have their price.
They can be bought, but I can’t.
I refuse to bow to the Aggie
altar. Now, I am a fan of the
university at College Station.
I am a fan of their down home
attitude and generally conservative values, but I would feel the
same way IF the Longhorns had
speared my colleges, or Texas Tech had raided them.
If I could have been a professional college student I would
have done it. Maybe I did in the end, after all, as a high school
teacher I am qualiﬁed (by the state) to teach: history, economics, political science, geography, sociology, psychology,
English, science, journalism and many derivatives thereof
and did so for 35 years.
But let’s get back to talkin’ Texan. I sound like the Blackland
Prairie is still stuck between my toes, with taffy in my mouth.
I once had a sociology professor (Dr. Larry Clinton) who had
one major assignment for the entire semester which was an
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originally constructed research project over social mores that
impacted culture. Sounds important, right?
Well, one kid wrote about grafﬁti on bathroom walls. (I
wonder if his parents got their money’s worth?) I wrote about
the prejudice against the Dallas Cowboys by television sports
commentators Howard Cosell and Frank Gifford, despite the
charming color balance of Dandy Don Meredith, by doing a
statistical analysis of their game reporting for the entire season.
When I got my paper back Dr. Clinton said, and I quote verbatim: “I had no idea you were
this smart.” (He judged me
by my accent and my ‘sweet’
smile. With him that equaled
empty noggin’.)
That comment lit a ﬁre under
me. I changed my major from
sociology (good thing, how
many sociologists do YOU
know?) to history et al. Well,
with that said, how many high
school history teachers do you
know that aren’t, or at least
weren’t, coaches? Thereby the
‘et al’ of my teaching career.
My favorite professor was
Joe Fred Cox. He talked like
me. He could take a one syllable word and make it three.
And “-ing” words were totally
missing from his vocab. He
was goin’ and doin’ and bein’ just like me. He was a multithousand acre cotton farmer AND he was the least pretentious professor I ever had. Lordy, he could tell a story. I have
reams of notes from my other history classes. Joe Fred’s? Not
many, not many at all. Listening to him was like watching a
technicolor, panoramic John Wayne movie
So, let’s talk Texan. I do, and you can with me.
Down home is good.
Down-to-earth is even better.
And everyone can relate to a good old boy or girl.
And, if they can’t I don’t know if I want to relate to them.

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

We’re #5

About this time last year, I referred to Texas falling to
fourth in the CNBC rankings of top states for business as
“eerily disturbing.” That remark got more attention than I
anticipated. My concern was
only enhanced when the 2022
roster came out and Texas
dropped further to ﬁfth. North
Carolina, Washington, Virginia,
and Colorado all topped the
Lone Star State. Although ﬁfth
certainly isn’t catastrophic, it
perpetuates a trend that needs
to be reversed.
CNBC evaluates 85 areas
within 10 broad categories. In
most areas, Texas compares
relatively well. Texas ranked second to Colorado (after topping the rankings for several years) in the most important
category to the overall rank – Workforce. This measure includes the concentration of science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) workers; educational attainment; talent attraction; net migration of educated workers; worker training
programs; right to work laws; and productivity. Companies
can’t locate or expand in areas where they can’t get essential
workers; this measure is crucial indeed.
Texas also compared reasonably well in several other
areas. In addition, the rankings rely on some methodology
decisions that may skew the outcome to some extent (including strength of the economy).

The two rankings where Texas received a failing grade are
Business Friendliness (a D) and Life, Health, and Inclusion
(an F). Nothing else was less than a B-, which was the grade
in both Education and Infrastructure, two areas where Texas
must invest to prepare for the future. The state lost its coveted perennial top spot in Workforce, and will no doubt fall
further in the absence of world-class learning opportunities.
Business Friendliness includes the regulatory framework,
legal climate, and overall bureaucracy. CNBC also looked
at “how hospitable states are toward emerging industries
including cryptocurrency and cannabis.” Surveys indicate
that CEOs think Texas is an attractive location; thus, this
segment of the ranking is less concerning than others.
More problematic is the bottom-of-the-barrel rank of
49th in Life, Health, and Inclusion. The big issues here
are the high uninsured rate and the lack of inclusiveness in
state laws. As CNBC puts it, “Combine an era of enhanced
social consciousness with a growing worker shortage, and it
explains why, now more than ever, companies are demanding that states offer a welcoming and inclusive environment
for employees.”
Although Texas has many advantages, the state needs to
be more inclusive to successfully compete for many types of
high-growth companies. Our ﬁrm has measured the potential
effects of a variety of social policies (such as voting rights
and gender identity). The beneﬁts of being more inclusive
are measurable and real, and, in the wake of the recent reproductive rights decision, are likely to become much more
important in the future. Stay safe!
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Walking billboards promote safety

If you happen to visit a high-trafﬁc area in one of the state’s
larger cities, you might come across some folks wearing sandwich
boards, such as one sees during tax season or mattress sales. The
Texas Department of Transportation has adopted this marketing
device to promote its “Be Safe. Drive Smart” pedestrian safety
campaign this month.
Pedestrians account for one in ﬁve trafﬁc fatalities in the state.
Last year, 5,366 trafﬁc crashes involving pedestrians occurred, with
841 people killed. TxDOT is using the highly visible sandwich
boards to remind both drivers and pedestrians to follow the rules of
the road and watch out for each other. The boards are being worn
by members of TxDOT’s street teams.
“Only 1% of trafﬁc crashes in Texas involve pedestrians, yet
pedestrians account for 19% of all roadway deaths,” said TxDOT
Executive Director Marc Williams. “That’s because pedestrians
lack the protective equipment—airbags, seat belts and bumpers—
common to vehicles. To keep our most vulnerable road users safe,
we urge motorists to always be on the lookout for people walking.
Pedestrians also have the responsibility to be aware of their surroundings and follow the rules of the road.”

July 31 deadline for newborn
enrollment in TTPF

The deadline to open a Texas Tuition Promise Fund college
savings account for a child younger than 1 year old is July 31, according to the state comptroller’s ofﬁce. Participants can lock in
2021-2022 tuition and fee prices for their loved little ones at Texas
public colleges and universities by establishing an account by then.
The comptroller’s report states: “According to the 2020 edition
of Sallie Mae’s Higher Ambitions: How America Plans for Postsecondary Education, planners save two times more for college
than non-planners. Planners are also more likely to start investing
for college when their child is young, which is associated with less
expected student loan debt.”
Contributions to what are known as 529 plans, such as TTPF,
are partially exempt from the federal gift tax. Up to $16,000 annually ($32,000 for married couples) can be given without triggering
the gift tax.

Tree-killing beetle spreads to more counties

The invasive emerald ash bore has been conﬁrmed in two additional counties this month, according to the forest service. The
invasive wood-boring pest is now conﬁrmed in 11 Texas counties,
with the addition of Morris and Rusk counties. It has killed millions of trees across 35 states since its arrival in the United States
20 years ago.
“The pest is a major threat to urban, suburban and rural forests
as it aggressively kills ash trees within two to three years after
infestation,” said Demian Gomez, with the forest service.
Counties where the emerald ash bore has been detected have their
ash timber and lumber quarantined to prevent the spread of the pest.
The beetle was ﬁrst detected in Texas in 2016 in Harrison County.
Since then, EAB has been conﬁrmed in Bowie, Cass, Dallas,
Denton, Marion, Morris, Rusk, Wise, Parker and Tarrant counties.

State again shows large job gain

Texas added 82,500 nonfarm jobs in June, the largest gain this
year. The state again set new employment highs, as total nonfarm
employment reached. 13.43 million, according to the Texas Workforce Commission.
“This type of sustained economic success is only possible when
employers and job seekers have maximum opportunities to reach
their full potential, and TWC works hard to support those opportunities,” Bryan Daniel, TWC chairman, said.
Jobs in the oil and gas industry led the increase with 4,900 new
jobs, while the construction sector lost 3,000 workers. The state’s
unemployment rate dropped a tick to 4.1%, down from 4.2% in
May.

Nearly 90,000 Texans have died of COVID-19

Approximately two-and-a-half years after COVID-19 began
to sweep the country, nearly 90,000 Texans have died as a result
of the disease, according to Texas Department of State Health
Services, with more than 6 million cases reported since 2020. The
BA.5 variant is now causing most of the infections, with a rolling
seven-day average of 11,905 cases reported daily. The number of
lab-conﬁrmed COVID-19 hospitalizations on Sunday in Texas
totaled 3,454, according to DSHS, which is up slightly from the
previous week.

COVID hospitalization
numbers show increase
More than 100 people have been hospitalized with COVID-19 in the past two weeks, a
number which reﬂects the presence of the B-4
and B-5 strains of the omicron variant, East
Texas health ofﬁcials reported.
Figures released by the Texas Department of
State Health Services this past week showed
104 people were hospitalized with the COVID
virus, which represented the ﬁrst increase since

March, 2022.
Yet this ﬁgure is well below the 822 hospitalizations reported in early September,
2021, ofﬁcials said.
Russell Hopkins, Director of Public
Health Emergency Preparedness for the
Northeast Texas Public Health District
noted the recent surge is similar to the
increase when the omicron variant arrived
in East Texas.
Hopkins said while the case count is
similar to previous levels, “we’re getting
a bit of a break that it’s not as severe.’’
He said current hospitalizations are
rising slower than the case rate increase,
which indicated that between natural infection and vaccine immunity more people
are being protected.
Mild symptoms have been reported with
this latest strain, Hopkins said, making
it similar to a summer cold. Symptoms
include puffy eyes, a sore throat and fever.
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Some cool musings about ice cream
There were a lot of good things that came from the eight
years Ronald Reagan spent in the White House, chief among
them I suppose was how he stared down the “evil empire’’
of the Soviet Union.
Historians will always debate his role in helping bring
down the Iron Curtain, but in my view, his use of the massive power of capitalism to force the Soviet Union into near
bankruptcy while trying to keep up with the U.S. is perhaps
his signature achievement.
But today’s essay isn’t about anything so serious. It’s about
the magnificence of ice cream and the role Reagan played in
making sure we honor this heaven-sent dessert.
In 1984, Reagan decided ice cream needed a special day on
the calendar, which is how the third Sunday in July became
National Ice Cream Day.
As far as I’m concerned, every day is ice cream day. But
thanks to the 40th president, not only do we have a special
day for this decadent dessert, but a whole month. Yep, he
also made July National Ice Cream month.
What a guy.
If you bothered to peruse my oﬀering of a couple of weeks
ago concerning candy bars, you should know of my love
aﬀair with sweets. Ice cream and candy bars top the list, of
course, but pies (over cake anytime), cookies and a myriad of
other sugar-based delicacies have had a hold over me since
I started wearing long pants.
As far as I can tell, I can thank my mom for this wonderful addiction to ice cream. She loved it and as a treat she
would sometimes take us to Ashburn’s in the nearest shopping center. With a passel of kids in the house, she couldn’t

Terry
Cannon
Editor

aﬀord that treat very often, which meant we were forced to
eat Mellorine.
Ugh.
I’m guessing there is a good number of our faithful readers
who’ve had to endure Mellorine, a cheap, ice cream knockoﬀ
using either animal or vegetable fat instead of butterfat. A
carbohydrate sweetener is added along with flavorings.
Chocolate and strawberry Mellorine were staples in our
house and they were usually less than half the price of real
ice cream.
After World War II, goods requiring cottonseed oil were
no longer used in great amounts by the military so this oil
was used in mayonnaise, salad dressings and yep, Mellorine.
Ugh, again.
I suppose having to eat Mellorine made me really appreciate the real thing, which is why I treasured those infrequent
visits to Ashburn’s.
However, once I began earning my own money I knew I
had left those Mellorine days behind.
Which brings us to Blue Bell.

Capping off some more time in life with Rusty
EDITOR’S NOTE: It’s
been awhile since Rusty’s
better half Janet was able
to speak her mind. This
week we turn the floor
over to her.
--By Janet Mitchum
I’d like to take this opportunity to set some
things straight. If you read
Rusty’s column each week
(why anyone would do that
is beyond my comprehension), you may have noticed that from time to time
he mentions me.
When he mentions me in
it, he portrays me as being
sarcastic. He is telling the
truth. I am sarcastic. I did
not used to be this way but
living with Rusty will do
things to a person that is
against every law of nature
I can think of.
Oh, don’t get me wrong,
I love him, it’s just he is
so trying at times. People
have often told me that
it must be fun living with
someone like him.
I’ll let you be the judge.
Once after I worked hard
preparing a meal for Rusty
and me, we sat down to eat.
I had bought a really nice
ham and that was what we
were having. We had no
sooner started eating, than
Rusty noticed something in
the ham.
“Looky here,” he said.
(Yes, he really talks like
that.)
“What?” I questioned.
“There’s a vein in my
ham,” he informed me.
“Rusty!” I scolded. “I’m
trying to eat.”
“I ain’t stoppin’ you,” he
said, then continued talking. “Wow! I do believe
that’s the biggest vein I’ve
ever seen.”
“Rusty,” I warned.
Then he picked up his
knife and started dissecting the slice of ham.
“What are you doing?” I
asked, afraid that I knew
the answer.
“I’m gonna cut this thing
out and have a closer look

Rusty Mitchum
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at it,” he said.
“And I’m going to throw
up if you don’t leave it
alone,” I said.
He ignored me and kept
on cutting. “Tah Dah!” he
said, holding up cylindrical
piece of flesh.
“Rusty,” I said. “I’m
warning you.”
He then holds it up to
the light to see if he can
see through it. “It’s closed
up tighter than a glove,”
he said.
“Put it down,” I said.
Rusty put it up to his lips
and blew through it. The
sound that came out was,
what he calls a “pooting”
sound.
“Eeeeeew!” he exclaimed
as he wiped off his lips.
“Maybe that wasn’t a vein
after all.”
Needless to say, I did not
finish my dinner.
I don’t know if Rusty is a
typical husband or not. If
most women are like me,
they do not share notes
on their husbands. I think
they do this as to not embarrass themselves. Plus,
they really do not want to
find out that theirs is the
only slob out there.
Will your husband wear
the same clothes for days at
a time? Rusty would, if I’d
let him. Oh, he looks nice
when he goes out because
I make sure of what he
wears. I have to. You see,
Rusty is colorblind. Really,
he is. He called me one day
and told me he had bought
an old pickup truck.
I asked him what color
it was and he told me red.
When he drove up in the
driveway, he was in a green
truck. I didn’t have the
heart to tell him differently.
When he travels, I pack
his things. I match up

shirts with pants and ties
and hang them together
for him. If I didn’t, well,
he’d look like Bozo the
Clown. But what is really sad, is that he wouldn’t
care. As soon as he gets
home though, off comes
the clothes and on goes
his favorite jeans (holes
and all), his favorite Tshirt, his favorite boots (a
broken down pair that our
son found in a dumpster
behind a store he worked
at four years ago) and his
beloved cap.
Ahhh, the cap.
That cap is the nastiest
looking thing you have ever
seen. I stole it one day and
washed it. Rusty found
out and I thought he was
going to cry. He pulled it
out of the washer and held
it up. I thought it looked
bad before it went in, but it
looked even worse when it
came out.
Rusty was delighted. He
gave me a big kiss, slopped
the wet thing on his head
and away he went.
I did not mention that
this was his “winter cap”
did I?” He also had a favorite summer cap. One day, I
heard what sounded like
someone tearing up our
bedroom. I walked in and
there was Rusty, trying to
move our dresser.
“What are you doing?”
I said.
“Tryin’ to find my hat,”
he said.
“Where did you last have
it?” I asked. He looked at
me.
“Now, if I knew that, I’d
know where the hat was,
wouldn’t I?”
I could tell he was perturbed, so I tried another
approach. “Maybe you left
it somewhere,” I said.

“Nope,” he said. “It’s
here somewhere.” Rusty is
somewhat hardheaded, so
I let it drop. After destroying the house in his search,
he came into the den. His
brow was furrowed and he
had an intense look on his
face. “You didn’t git my hat
did you?”
“Why would I get your
cap?” I said.
“You’ve never liked that
hat,” he stated.
“Brother,” I said as I
rolled my eyes. (Yes, I do
roll my eyes. You would
too if you were married to
Rusty.)
Rusty didn’t say anything
else about his cap. Then
a few days later, while I
was out planting some
flowers in my flowerbed,
I noticed that my ceramic
gnome was missing. The
same day when I checked
the mail, there was a letter
with no return address on
it. I opened it, and this is
what it said.
“I have kidnapped your
nome (obviously the kidnapper did not know how
to spell). If you ever want
to see it again, I suggest you
return your husband’s hat.
Signed, The Kidnapper.
P.S. I don’t want to have
to hurt the nome.’’
Needless to say, I recognized the writing, or
should I say scrawl. Later,
I showed the note to Rusty.
He pleaded ignorance.
(This was not a stretch for
him).
“It’s your handwriting,”
I said.
“No it’s not,” he said, trying not to smile.
“And by the way,” I informed him. “That is not
the way you spell gnome.”
“That’s how it’s spelled
in Alaska,” he said, then
thought about it a moment.
“Not that I wrote that note
or nothin’.”
“Yeah, right,” I said.
A couple of weeks later,
the gnome reappeared,
unharmed. The cap, I’m
afraid, is still at large. Ha,
ha, and he’ll never find it.

Only on certain occasions will I toss out brand names in
these essays, but Blue Bell is a definite exception.
Much like the person who invented the Butterfinger candy
bar, the person behind the development of Blue Bell deserves
the Nobel Prize.
My oh my, Blue Bell is heaven on a spoon. How could
anyone resist flavors such as Banana Pudding, Rocky Road,
Cherry Vanilla, Chocolate Chip and our family’s newest
favorite, Oatmeal Cream Pie.
(That sound you may hear is me slobbering on my keyboard).
Unfortunately in my case, I’m no longer to indulge in Blue
Bell the way I used to, which was about a gallon a week.
Something to do with losing part of my pancreas a few years
ago during my cancer surgery.
It should be noted here that one of my first questions to
my surgeon after he explained the necessary changes to my
diet was: “WHAT ABOUT ICE CREAM???!!!’’
He just smiled ruefully and shook his head, adding, “You
can eat it, but you may pay a price.’’
Well, since I’m not a very disciplined person – especially
when it comes to Blue Bell – I eventually discovered the
“price’’ he was talking about and it wasn’t the number on
the carton.
That “price’’ came later.
Anyway, in a convoluted way, it’s helped me appreciate
ice cream even more. Take something away from someone
and that something becomes even more special.
Special enough to have it’s own day and month.
Here’s a tip of the spoon to you, President Reagan.

Times of
Lindale
EDITOR’S NOTE: This column comes from the archives of the Lindale News and Times, which is available online for $2.99 per month. Call 903-882-8880
to set up your online subscription.
--ONE YEAR AGO, July 29, 2021
Lindale and Hideaway students earned degrees and
honors from Baylor University as the school announced
graduates and Dean’s List recipients.
From Lindale, Kelsi Nell Kilgore, Peyton Grace Mizell,
Baylor Michael Payne and Brandon Ramsey earned
bachelor degrees while Corban Gregory Sorrells from
Hideaway was presented with a diploma.
Dean’s List honorees from Lindale included Nalany
A. Hernandez, Kelsi Kilgore, Peyton Mizell and Kyle
Monk. From Hideaway, Isabella G. Johnson was named
to the Dean’s List.
FIVE YEARS AGO, July 27, 2021
Former Lindale High School Head Coach and Athletic
Director Mike Meador was hired as the new oﬀensive
coordinator at Sulphur Springs High School.
SSHS Head Coach Greg Owens announced the appointment.
Owens was formerly the head coach in Lindale when
Meador was oﬀensive coordinator for the Eagles.
Also joining the Sulphur Springs staﬀ was former
Lindale coach Derek Tyson as well as former Lindale
player Casey Jeter.
In early May, Meador resigned his position with the
LISD.
A 1988 graduate of Irving High School, Meador went
to East Texas State University in Commerce (now, Texas
A&M-Commerce) and as quarterback, guided the Lions
to the 1992 Division II quarterfinals, an 8-3 overall record
and a 5-1 mark in the Lone Star Conference.
10 YEARS AGO, July 26, 2012
Lindale City Council members agreed to maintain
street maintenance at the Corrigan Trails subdivision as
long as the gates to the subdivision remain open during
the council’s regular meeting at city hall.
Twice before, the Corrigan Trails Homeowners Association had requested the city take over maintenance
of the subdivision’s streets.
Council members approved the action with the stipulation that the HOA would be responsible for current repair
costs, estimated to be $50,000 by Lindale builder Jerry
Alexander. The city would then maintain the streets in
the future.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We must ensure our democracy prevails
Dear Editor,
The Jan. 6 hearings have wound
down for the moment but I won’t forget what I learned: that what happened
that day wasn’t an isolated attack on
our Capitol. It’s part of an ongoing
criminal conspiracy to undermine our
freedom to vote and to choose our
elected leaders.
Trump and his pals worked together
to try to stop the peaceful transfer of
power because the 2020 presidential

election didn’t go their way.
Now, they’re working to make sure
all of our elections go their way in the
future, whether we vote in their favor
or not.
Never before have we seen so many
candidates running for office on a platform that promises to destroy our democracy from the inside out. Worst of
all, many of these right-wing extremists are looking to take over election
administration, running for offices like
secretary of state and county clerk.
Once they’re sworn in, many won’t

hesitate to overturn future elections if
they or their MAGA allies lose.
The only way we are going to protect our elections is to fight back and
make our voices heard. If our vote
wasn’t powerful, insurrectionists
wouldn’t be working so hard to take
our freedom to vote away. It’s up to us
to hold election deniers accountable at
the polls and elect democracy defenders up and down the ballot on Nov. 8.
Sincerely,
Linda Stegall
Lindale
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Some hot topics for our hot summer
By Greg Grant
Smith County Extension Agent

etables like broccoli, cabbage, lettuce, and other greens be
dying naturally now, even warm season crops like eggplant, sweet peppers, and tomatoes often die or succumb
to insects and disease during our summer heat. As long
as you have irrigation and remove any infested existing
plants, July is the time to start with new eggplant, pepper,
and tomato transplants along with seeding new cucumbers,
pumpkins, and squash.

Q: My young holly tree is turning olive green, its
leaves are curling and dropping, and its berries are
shriveling and falling. Will it live?
A: That depends on how fast you can get water to it as
it sounds like drought stress which makes sense since we
are in the middle of extreme heat and a serious drought.
Hook up a sprinkler and soak the area around it for about
2 hours and as long as the soil is well drained, do so once
a week until fall or rainfall arrives. Also put a three-inch
layer of organic mulch around it to keep the moisture in and
the weeds out.
Q: My oak trees still look very bad after the 2021
freeze. Will they ever recover?
A: Probably not. Live oak, post oaks, Southern red oaks,
and water oaks took it on the chin during the 2021 historic
freeze. If they have not recovered by now, they aren’t going
to without a multitude of falling limbs and unsightliness. If
they are in a pasture or safe area, leave them for the primary
(woodpeckers) and secondary cavity dwellers (bluebirds,
titmice, chickadees, bats, flying squirrels, etc.). If they are
near your home or other structures have a certified arborist
evaluate and remove them. You can look one up on the International Society of Arboriculture-Texas Chapter website
at isatexas.com.
Q: It’s so hot and dry! Should I be watering my
lawn and garden every day?
A: No. Everyday watering is wasteful and leads to
increased chances of fungal and bacterial diseases in-

Baldcypress needles will turn brown and fall off during a drought.

cluding brown patch, leaf spot, root rot, and periwinkle
blight. During June, July, and August only, established
lawns, annual flower beds, and vegetable gardens need one
inch of water (in a single application) per week (minus
rainfall); perennials, azaleas, and Japanese maples need
one inch every two weeks; and shade trees, Asian jasmine,
liriope, roses, and most other shrubs need irrigation once
a month. Deep and thorough irrigation is the key to deep
roots, increased drought tolerance, and decreased disease.
Frequent shallow watering should be avoided. Try not to
water periwinkles (vinca) at all or you will have to deal
with dreaded aerial phytopthora (periwinkle blight) which
is very difficult to control.
Q: My vegetable garden looks terrible. What did I
do wrong? Should I give up?
A: Certainly not. Not only should all cool season veg-

Q: My young baldcypress are turning brown. Are
they dying?
A: No, but you need to soak them with water (at least a
one-inch application, two hours with a sprinkler, or a dripping hose all night long) once a month if well established
(or once a week if newly planted) to keep them alive during
this drought. Baldcypress can lose all their needles in a
drought and still be alive. Put a three-inch layer of organic
mulch (hay, pine straw, or grass clippings) around them to
help them as well.
Q: My post oak just turned completely brown.
What’s wrong with it? I need it as it shades all my azaleas. My sprinkler runs three times a week so surely it
can’t be dry.
A: It’s not dry, it’s dead. When plants die from drought,
they generally die slowly. When they die from root or
crown rot, they die very quickly. Post oaks are upland,
dry loving trees and three times a week irrigation will kill
them. Barring historic droughts, they generally don’t require any irrigation at all. Azaleas on the other hand require irrigation once every two weeks during June, July,
and August. Best to replace it with a native bottomland tree
that tolerates more moisture such as a Shumard red oak or
red maple.
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Friday, July 15, 2021
Chief Somes, Sgt Dworaczyk, Detective Fortunas and
O
00
block E Centennial Blvd, arrest made. Chief Somes, Cpt
Chambers and Detective Fortunas responded to an at55
0
O
pot responded to a found property at 13700 block Harvey
O
Philpot responded to a disturbance at 17400 block Stacy
O
responded to an assist Ems at 1300 block Hamilton Dr,
O
sponded to an assist Ems at 3500 block S Main St, report
O
O
loud noise complaint at 900 block Mt Sylvan St, settled
O
O
an assist smith county at 800 block Stewart St, settled
at scene.
O

Saturday, July 16, 2022

00
O
to a suspicious vehicle at 15300 block Spring Oaks Dr,
O
Leevey and Capps responded to an inquest at 500 block
O
Capps and Leevey responded to a suspicious circum00
O
O
00
O
O
1600 block S Main St, settled at scene.

Sunday, July 17, 2022
O
O
cruelty to animals at 3500 block S Main St, citation issued.
O
O
00
O
O
55
0
O
555
0
O
Shurley responded to an accident at 300 block S Main
O
Jackquet responded to an assault at 13400 block CR 472,
O
00
O
O
00
O

responded to a welfare concern at 100 block E Centennial
O
O
responded to a suspicious person at 15200 block CR 467,
O
O
to a criminal trespass at 3500 block S Main St, report
O
00
O
responded to an accident at 13700 block Harvey Rd,
settled at scene.
O
500
O
responded to an assist Ems at 300 block S Industrial St,
O
100 block E Centennial Blvd, report taken.

Monday, July 18, 2022
O
00
O
Jackquet responded to a public service at 2800 block S
O
O
Jackquet responded to a public service at 3500 block S
O
O
Shurley responded to an assist other agency at 15700
O
O
O

00
O
Mumey responded to a hit and run at 1500 block S Main
O
noise complaint at 900 block Abbey Rd, settled at scene.
O
00
O
to a suspicious vehicle at 900 block Mt Sylvan St, settled
O
O
a suspicious person at 200 block W South St, settled at
scene.
Tuesday, July 19, 2022
O
5500
O
O
00
O
responded to a business alarm at 400 block S Main St,
O
O
sponded to a criminal trespass at 13400 block CR 472,
O
O

JAIL BOOKINGS
SMITH COUNTY SHERIFF’S
OFFICE
Lindale residents among jail bookings
for week
Smith County law enforcement agencies
reported several jail bookings this past
week, including two from Lindale and
one arrested by the Precinct 5 Constable’s
office.
On Friday, July 15, Smith County Sheriff’s Deputies arrested John Anchondo
Balderrama, 49, of Lindale, on a charge
of driving while intoxicated third or more.
Balderrama was released the same day
from Smith County Jail on a $100,000
bond.
On Sunday, July 17, Lindale Police
officers arrested Quentin Antuan Richardson, 23, of Lindale, on a charge of assault
causes bodily injury family member. Richardson was released Monday from Smith
County Jail on a $2,500 bond.
On Saturday, July 16, Smith County
Precinct 5 Constables arrested Tiger Breitling, 22, of Lewisville, on charges of
aggravated assault against public servant,
evading arrest detention with vehicle, possession of less than 1 gram of a controlled
substance and evading arrest or detention.
Breitling was taken to Smith County Jail
without bond.
SMITH COUNTY SHERIFF’S
OFFICE
Deputies on Sunday arrested James
Franklin Bonner, Jr., 44, of Bullard, on a
warrant of possession of less than 1 gram
of a controlled substance. Bonner was
taken to Smith County Jail on a $250,000
bond.
Deputies on Monday arrested Damarjai Vintrel Davenport, 29, of Tyler, on
warrants of possession or delivery of
drug paraphernalia, failure to appear and
money laundering between $150,000 and
$300,000. Davenport was taken to Smith
County Jail on bonds totaling $1,001,421.
Deputies on Friday arrested Kevin
Wayne Goar, 47, of Flint, on charges of
deadly conduct and assault causes bodily
injury family member. Goar was taken
to Smith County Jail on bonds totaling
$30,000.
Deputies on Saturday arrested Shawn
Lynn Hendrix, 33, of Kilgore, on warrants of possession of less than 1 gram of
a controlled substance and assault against
elderly or disabled individual. Hendrix
remains in Smith County Jail on bonds
totaling $25,000.
Deputies on Monday arrested Luis Arma
Hernandez-Sanchez, 33, of Tyler, on a
warrant of violate bond/protective order
two times within 12 months. HernandezSanchez remains Monday in Smith County
Jail on a $300,000 bond.

5

Deputies on Monday arrested John
Russell Hobbs, 63, of Tyler, on warrants
of forgery financial instrument between
$150,000 and $300,000, theft of property
greater than or equal to $300,000 and
money laundering greater than or equal to
$300,000. Hobbs was released the same
day from Smith County Jail on bonds
totaling $90,000.
Deputies on Friday arrested Russell
Tucker Kirby, 31, of Tyler, on a warrant
of harassment. Kirby was released the
same day from Smith County Jail on a
$50,000 bond.
Deputies on Friday arrested Jaqwanda
Lashey McQueen, 32, of Tyler, on a warrant of assault family/household member
with previous conviction. McQueen was
released the same day from Smith County
Jail on a $20,000 bond.
Deputies on Friday arrested Riley Bryan
Taylor, 32, of Tyler, on a parole violation
along with charges of possession of less
than 2 ounces of marijuana and assault
family/household member with previous
conviction. Taylor remained Tuesday
in Smith County Jail on bonds totaling
$100,500 on the two charges and no bond
on the parole violation.
TYLER POLICE DEPARTMENT
Officers on Saturday arrested Kennedy
Zuron Watkins, 18, of Houston, on warrants of theft of material aluminum/bonze/
copper/brass less than $20,000 and engaging in organized criminal activity. Watkins
remains Tuesday in Smith County Jail on
bonds totaling $350,000.
Officers on Friday arrested Ryan Blake
Alsup, 39, on a warrant of driving while
intoxicated second. Alsup was released
the same day from Smith County Jail on
a $20,000 bond.
Officers on Saturday arrested Avory
Marquis Coleman, 18, of Houston, on
warrants of theft of material aluminum/
bronze/copper/brass less than $20,000 and
engaging in organized criminal activity.
Coleman was taken to Smith County Jail
on bonds totaling $350,000.
SMITH COUNTY ADULT
PROBATION
Officers on Friday arrested Quentin
Dwayne Gardner, 36, of Tyler, on a warrant
of aggravated assault date/family/house
with weapon. Gardner was released the
same day from Smith County Jail on an
$80,000 bond.
UNITED STATES MARSHAL
SERVICE
Marshals on Friday arrested Angel Jesus
Bautista, 18, of Tyler, on warrants of theft
of property between $100 and $750 and
aggravated robbery. Bautista was taken
to Smith County Jail on bonds totaling
$755,000.
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O

Wednesday, July 20, 2022

00
O
Ramsey responded to a soliciting at 300 block Helen Dr,
O
Dailey and Detective Fortunas responded to a suspicious
circumstance at 1400 block S Main St, settled at scene.
O
O
fare concern at 300 block Cooper St, settled at scene.
O
00
O
a theft of service at 100 block Ballard Dr, report taken. Sgt
O
up at 1500 block Lucy Cir, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk
responded to an assist other agency at 13800 Hwy 69,
O
O
Capps responded to a business alarm at 400 block S Main
O
Capps responded to a welfare concern at 600 block AbO
00
O
O
agency at 100 block William Dr, settled at scene.

Thursday, July 21, 2022
O
Ramsey responded to a verbal disturbance at 600 block
O
Ramsey responded to an accident at 3200 block S Main St,
O
O
ed to a business alarm at 500 block S Main St, settled at
O
civil matter at 3400 block S Main St, settled at scene. Sgt
Dworaczyk responded to an assist other agency at 11600
O
to a suspicious circumstance at 21200 block Hwy 69 N.
O
vehicle at 200 block W Centennial Blvd, settled at scene.

Denison youth pastor convicted
of child exploitation violations

An Anna, Texas man has
been convicted for child
pornography violations
in the Eastern District of
Texas said Davilyn Walston,
spokesperson for U.S. Attorney Brit Featherston.
Chad Michael Rider, 48,
was found guilty of three
counts of the sexual exploitation of children, also referred to as the production
of child pornography. The
jury returned the verdict
day trial before U.S. District
Judge Amos L. Mazzant.
According to the court
documents and testimony
at trial, in August 2022,
Homeland Security Investigations agents were investigating David Pettigrew,
of Denison, for child pornography offenses. Agents
seized a computer hard
drive from Pettigrew’s ofof the Nazarene. Forensic
review of the device revealed videos of Pettigrew

children while bathing at
the church. Additional videos were located in which
dren in residential settings.
“One of the sacred safe
havens for children is the
church and all it stands for.
Yet Rider and his conspirators purposefully used it
as a lure to bring children
in and then, despicably,
exploited those children
for their own perverted

torney Brit Featherston.
“The jury heard all of the
evidence and rendered its
judgement and the law of
the Eastern District of Texas
federal court will render its
punishment soon, at least as
such punishment that may
rendered on earth.”
Under federal statutes,
Rider faces a mandatory
minimum of 15 years and
up to 30 years in federal
prison on each count. The
maximum statutory sentence prescribed by Congress is provided here for
information purposes, as
the sentencing will be determined by the court based
on the advisory sentencing
guidelines and other statutory factors. A sentencing
hearing will be scheduled
after the completion of a
presentence investigation
O
This case was brought as
part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initia-

tive to combat the growing
epidemic of child sexual
exploitation and abuse
launched in May 2006 by
the Department of Justice.
Led by United States AtO
Criminal Division’s Child
Exploitation and Obscenity
Section (CEOS), Project Safe
Childhood marshals federal,
state and local resources to
better locate, apprehend
and prosecute individuals
who exploit children via
the Internet, as well as to
identify and rescue victims. For more information
about Project Safe Childhood, please visit www.
projectsafechildhood.gov.
Dallas man charged
with multiple bank
robberies around
Metroplex
A Dallas man has been
arrested and charged in
connection with multiple
bank robberies across the
Metroplex area, Walston
said.
Mark Robert Disch, 53,
was named in a complaint

trict of Texas on July 19,
2022, charging him with
two counts of bank robbery.
Disch was arrested on July
21, 2022 and appeared in
federal court before U.S.
Magistrate Judge Kimberly
C. Priest Johnson on Friday,
July 22.
According to the complaint, Disch is alleged to

banks between May 25
and June 27, 2022: two in
the Eastern District of Texas
and three in the Northern District of Texas. The
banks were located in Lewisville, Arlington, DeSoto,
Sulphur Springs, and University Park. Using video
surveillance and witness
accounts, along with other
investigative techniques,
and federal agents were
able to identify Disch and

determine he was in the
immediate vicinity of each
bank robbery.
If convicted, Disch faces
up to 20 years in federal
prison.
Three dozen defendants named in
federal telemedicine
fraud scheme
The Department of Justice announced criminal
charges against 36 defendants in 13 federal districts
across the United States for
more than $1.2 billion in alleged fraudulent telemedicine, cardiovascular and
cancer genetic testing, and
durable medical equipment
(DME) schemes, Walston
said.
In connection with this
national effort, the U.S. AtO
ern District of Texas has
charged 21 individuals,
including doctors, laboratory executives, hospital
executives, and marketers
for their involvement in
healthcare kickback and
money laundering conspiracies. Former True
Health Diagnostics LLC
CEO Christopher Grottenthaler, former Boston Heart
Diagnostics Corporation
Susan L. Hertzberg, former
Rockdale Hospital d/b/a
Little River Healthcare CEO
Jeffrey Paul Madison, and
others are defendants in
a False Claims Act lawsuit
captioned United States ex
rel. STF, LLC v. True Health
Diagnostics, LLC, et al., No.
4:16-cv-547 (E.D. Tex.).
Additionally, 33 doctors
and healthcare executives
have agreed to pay more
than $32 million in order
to resolve False Claims Act
allegations for their involvement in the scheme. The
criminal and civil cases allege
that the defendants unlawfully
enriched themselves by paying and receiving illegal
kickbacks in exchange for
laboratory referrals.
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Protect your
landscape from fires
By Smith County
Master Gardeners

Texas FFA Convention breakfast participants received Texas A&M College of Agriculture and Life Sciences items. The convention draws about 15,000 youth from the Texas FFA organization. (Texas A&M
AgriLife photo by Sterling Pieniazek)

A&M officials promote
agricultural careers
By Laura Muntean
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

With a growing U.S. and world population to feed, the Texas A&M College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences strives to
inform young people about higher education
and career opportunities in agriculture – opportunities that go beyond traditional areas.
To help inspire youth to pursue a higher
education dedicated to agriculture and the
life sciences, Chris Skaggs, Ph.D., recently
spoke at the area officers’ breakfast during
the 94th Texas FFA Convention in Fort
Worth.
Skaggs is associate vice chancellor for
stakeholder relations and associate dean for
student development.
The National FFA is a countrywide
organization providing students a path to
achievement in leadership, personal growth
and career success through agricultural
education.
Promoting agricultural education, careers
The breakfast, sponsored by the College
of Agriculture and Life Sciences, was attended by more than 125 youth.
“I was given the opportunity to tell these
future leaders about the unique culture and
traditions steeped in Texas A&M Univer-

sity and share high-impact experiential
learning opportunities including hands-on
laboratories, internships, study abroad,
cooperative learning and undergraduate
research,” Skaggs said. “I was able to share
the breadth and diversity of our 15 academic
departments, which range from production
agriculture to social and life sciences, natural resources and the environment.”
Skaggs said supporting Texas youth and
promoting fields in agricultural and life sciences is paramount to the College and Texas
A&M because young people represent the
future of the state and nation.
“We want young people to know how
important the decisions they make at this
juncture of their lives can influence not
only their own success but will also have an
impact on others,” he said. “This convention
brings together 15,000 of the brightest and
most passionate youth – we want to do our
part to expose them to the wide range of educational and high-impact experiences that
are available to them at Texas A&M. It is
our mission to develop leaders in agriculture
and the life sciences to shape the future.”
To learn more about the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and related career
opportunities, visit https://aglifesciences.
tamu.edu/.

There is nothing more frightening than
to have your house threatened by fire. This
happened to me during the 2011 drought,
a wildfire started in a pasture about a mile
and a half from our house and quickly
spread through through the super dry grass
to the even drier woods that surround the
houses in my subdivision.
When the volunteer fire department came
to our door, they said that they may have
to evacuate. What to take? What to leave?
Where are your pets? All these thoughts
run through your mind in these situations.
There is, however, a way to help prevent
your house from burning to the ground:
plant a fire wise landscape.
First, check out your local fire history.
Your fire department can help you trace
the history of fires in your neighborhood.
Second, reduce underbrush and weeds from
around your house. Dry scrub growth and
weeds are fuel to fires.
Then plant using the least combustible
materials possible Use the Zone concept to
reduce combustible fuel for a fire.. Zone 1
is the area closest to your house and zones 2
through 4 move progressively farther away
from the structure.
Zone 1 should be a well irrigated area
that surrounds your house for at least thirty
feet. Plantings in this one should be carefully spaced and have low flammability
characteristics. Choose plants that are lowgrowing and do not cover windows. Never
plant vines next to your house as they act
as wicks for fire to climb up to your roof.
Zone 2 should extend another thirty

feet and should also be a well irrigated
zone planted with low- growing, low flammability plants
Zone 3 extending another 30 feet is the
zone where you begin to plant trees and
natural grasses. Remember to keep the
volume of vegetation (fuel for fires) low.
Zone 4 goes out another 30 feet. Many
city lots will not be this large, but this is
where you can plant a natural area. Just
selectively prune and remove highly flammable vegetation. Avoid “ladder fuels”
- plants that act as a link helping a fire
travel from vegetation to out buildings to
your house.
Finally practice fire wise maintenance
practices:
-- Keep shrubs and trees properly pruned
-- Remove leaf clutter - especially from
gutters and roofs
-- Mow the lawn regularly
-- Store firewood away from the house
If you live where outdoor burning is
allowed, never leave a burning brush pile.
Always have a water source handy to douse
a fire that is beginning to get too big.
Plants with low flammability include
blueberry, daylily, vinca minor, vinca
major, viburnum, columbine, yarrow, rock
rose, daisy, honeysuckle, verbena, creeping
rosemary, artemisia, star jasmine, oleander,
roses, flowering quince, althea, forsythia,
crape myrtle, vitex, Boston ivy, ajuga and
liriope.
--The Smith County Master Gardener
program is a volunteer organization in
connection with the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service.

Lindale Rotary Club speaker
Ray Barron owner
and manager of
Freedom Defense
Training was the
guest speaker
this past week at
the Lindale Rotary
Club. Freedom
Defense Training,
Barron said, helps
law enforcement,
first responders,
armed citizens
and military personnel to ensure
their everyday
safety. Club member Darla Strickland introduced
Barron. (Courtesy
photo)

Author visits LRML story time
Children’s author Kara Holland entertained the youngsters this past week during story time at the Lillie
Russell Memorial Library. Story time takes place each Friday at 10:30 a.m. (Courtesy Photo)

Advertise in the
Lindale News & Times!
Call 903-882-8880
today and let us
help with all your
advertising needs!
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary
for the Estate of DORIS MAY STEVENS, Deceased, were
issued on July 21, 2022, in Cause No. 46531P, pending in
the County Court of Smith County, Texas, to: BRUCE ANTHONY STEVENS. All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being administered are required
to present them to the undersigned within the time and in
the manner prescribed by law to: MICHAEL C. COKER,
Attorney at Law, 4540 Kinsey Drive, Tyler, Texas 75703
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary
for the Estate of CHARLES ADDY LITTLE, Deceased,
were issued on July 21, 2022, in Cause No. 46551P, pending in the County Court of Smith County, Texas, to: ADDY
LYNN LITTLE. All persons having claims against this
Estate which is currently being administered are required
to present them to the undersigned within the time and in
the manner prescribed by law to: MICHAEL C. COKER,
Attorney at Law, 4540 Kinsey Drive, Tyler, Texas 75703.

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Independent Administration for the Estate of RUBY LEE BANKS,
Deceased, were issued on June 22, 2022, in Cause No.
45291P, pending in the County Court of Smith County,
Texas, to JULIA V. BANKS.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary
for the Estate of MARY ETHEL LOWRY, Deceased, were
issued on July 13, 2022, in Cause No. 46510P, pending in
the County Court of Smith County, Texas, to DAN E. LOWRY. The address for the Independent Executor is:

The address for the Independent Administrator is:
c/o: LEIGH HUNT GOODSON
The Goodson Firm, P.C.
115 W. Ferguson Street
Tyler, Texas 75702

c/o: LEIGH HUNT GOODSON
The Goodson Firm, P.C.
115 W. Ferguson Street
Tyler, Texas 75702

All persons having claims against this Estate which is
currently being administered are required to present them
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is
currently being administered are required to present them
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
Date: July 21, 2022.

Date: July 21, 2022.
THE GOODSON FIRM, P.C.
Attorney for Dan E. Lowry

THE GOODSON FIRM, P.C.
Attorney for Julia V. Bank

HELP WANTED

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary for the
ESTATE OF JOE FISHER GORDON, DECEASED, were
issued on JULY 21, 2022, in Cause Number 46,543P,
pending in the County Court of Smith County, Texas to
CYNTHIA KAY PORTER GORDON, Independent Executor.
The address of record for CYNTHIA KAY PORTER GORDON is: c/o Thomas M. Alleman, Attorney at Law, 100
E. Ferguson, Suite 901, Tyler, Texas 75702.
All persons having claims against this Estate are required
to present their claims within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
CLERK OF THE COURT

PETITIONER or

KAREN PHILLIPS

JEFFREY COTTEN
PO BOX 7792
TYLER, TEXAS 75711
903-533-9900

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice of Public Sale of property to satisfy landlord’s
lien. Sale held online at Storagetreasures.com. Facility's location: 12447 Hwy 64 W, Tyler, TX 75704. Bidding opens 8/1/22 at 10:00 AM and concludes 8/8/22
at 10:00 AM. $100 cash deposit required. Seller reserves right to withdraw property any time before sale.
Unit items sold as-is to highest cash bidder. All units
include bags/boxes unless otherwise noted. Units include contents for: The Estate of Michael Miller: patio/
household furniture. Jarvis Lane: lounge chair. Klena
Willis: household items, toys. Arianne Mann: vending
machine, golf clubs. Larry Bircher: furniture, household items. Mary Shedd: recliner, household items.
Stephanie Tanner: dresser. Julio Gudino: Furniture,
housewares. Alexis Powell: tv, furniture, hats. Jennifer Connally: furniture, tv, hair dryer, Christmas decor.

PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY
200 E FERGUSON, STE 300

TYLER, TEXAS 75702

THE STATE OF TEXAS
NOTICE OF DEFENDANTS: ''You have been sued. You
may employ an attorney. If you or your attorney do not
file written answer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next following the
expiration of forty-two days after the date of issuance
of this citation and petition, a default judgment may be
taken against you. In addition to filing a written answer
with the clerk, you may be required to make initial disclosures to the other parties of this suit. These disclosures generally must be made no later than 30 days after you file your answer with the clerk. Find out more at
TexasLawHelp.org. ''

25 ACRES & NEW 1,200 sf
HUNTING COTTAGE SHELL
HH Only $239,900 HH
Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & recreational tracts - perfect
for wildlife spectators, hunters, & nature enthusiasts. Prime
location in Brady, the heart of Texas. High speed internet!

Call (877) 333-7390 x31

www.RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com

*Cottage Shell offer exclusive to Lone Star Land Partners customers only through builder selected by LSLP. Price is for a completed, dried-in,
1,200 sf shell to be built on 25 acres at The Ranches at Buck Ridge. Shell price subject to change without notice. An EHO.

TO: J. L. COLLIER, R. J. MCBRIDE, ROBERT COLLIER,
CLARENCE COLLIER, TOM COLLIER, AND F. W. COLLIER, OR, IF DECEASED, THEIR UNKNOWN
HEIRS, Defendants, Greeting:
You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written
answer to the PLAINTIFF'S ORIGINAL PETITION at or before ten o'clock a.m. of the Monday next after the expiration
of forty-two days after the date of issuance of this citation,
before the Honorable County Court at Law of Smith County, Texas at the Courthouse Annex of said county in Tyler,
Texas. Said Plaintiffs Petition was filed in said court on the
5th day of July, 2022, in this case, numbered 74353 on the
docket of said court, and styled,
FLORENCE MARIE SMlTH
vs.
J. L. COLLIER, R. J. MCBRIDE, ROBERT COLLIER,
CLARENCE COLLIER, TOM COLLIER, AND F. W. COLLIER, OR, IF DECEASED, THEIR UNKNOWN HEIRS
The names of the parties to the cause are as follows:
FLORENCE MARIE SMITH, is Plaintiff and
J. L. COLLIER, R. J. MCBRIDE, ROBERT COLLIER,
CLARENCE COLLIER, TOM COLLIER, AND
F. W. COLLIER, OR, IF DECEASED, THEIR UNKNOWN
HEIRS, are
Defendants
A brief statement of tl1e nature of tl1is suit is as follows,
to-wit: *
REAL PROPERTY
as is more fully shown by PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION on file in this suit.
The officer executing this wit shall promptly serve the same
according to requirements of law, and the mandates thereof, and make due return as the law directs.
Issued and given under my hand and seal of said court, at
office in Tyler, Texas, this date: 8th day of July, 2022.
KAREN PHILLIPS,
County Clerk
Smith County, Texas
By: Elena Kale,
Deputy Clerk

LEGAL NOTICES

Dog groomer needed
Lindale. $25/hr 6 hours a week
903-262-6654

GARAGE SALE
11284 CR 4102 off of CR 498
Friday 7-29 & Saturday 7-30
8-2
Solid oak table & chairs,
twin bed w mattress
a/c and heat window unit,
lots of clothes, misc
HUGE Divide & Conquer Estate Sale for Pat Dryden
Thurs., July 28 ~ 7:00-5:30 | Fri., July 29 ~ 8:00-5:30
Sat., July 30 ~ 8:00-2:00
6807 Hollytree Circle~ Tyler Texas 75703
Outside SSW Loop 323 & off S. Broadway turn west onto Grande
and left onto Hollytree Dr. Pass the clubhouse and tennis
courts; turn right onto Hollytree Circle.
This elegant 6500 sq. ft. Hollytree home will soon be on the market; the following contents
(quality galore) are for sale: gorgeous marble top buffet; incredible wall sconces; plush sofa
& matching chairs; exceptional Imari selections; glass top/iron base coffee table; fab. rugs &
runners; framed art; stunning king bed, dresser, & nightstand; vintg. drum table; Waterford
crystal; full length mink coat; mink jacket; over 1000 pics. of jewelry; silverplate punch bowl,
28 cups, ladle, & underplate; other silverplate selections; large arrangements; 4 matching dining chairs; extra-large TV unit with bookshelves; vintg. Martha Washington side chair with
ornate carving; pale green club chairs; Asian nesting tables; scalloped ottoman; Asian panels;
glass top octagon din. table; 6 din. chairs; Duncan Phyfe style din. table, 6 chairs, & buffet;
Damask sofa; 2 upholstered rust club chairs; lamps; decorative boxes; books including leather
bound; cloisonne clock; antq. clock; antiq. globe on a stand; antiq. high chair; Staffordshire;
large tapestry; over-sized chair & ottoman; luggage seat with tufted upholstery; contemporary
gray dresser & nightstand; executive leather desk chair; gray metal round ottoman; orange
upholstered Contemporary chair; acrylic chair; chrome side table; rattan chairs; black king
bed; black storage cabinet; 2 black coffee tables; solid wood black bar cabinet w/ storage;
hand-painted sofa table; pillar base/glass top entry table; fire screen; copper selections; barley
twist stools; stemware; barware; Lenox “Westchester’ gold-banded china; dishes from Prussia;
H & K English dishes; Lenox “Weatherly” china; Churchill English china; blue & white selections; hand-painted items from Italy; Mexican pottery; dessert sets; stain glass lamp; Copenhagen plates; Nat. Amer. Storytellers; bedding, pillows, linens, napkins, placemats, etc.; closets
and closets of clothes; purses, scarves, shoes, boots; many toiletries, make-up items, lotions, &
perfumes; small Jay Strongwater frames; candles; vast selection of Christmas items & china;
off. supplies; adjustable computer desk; sm. appliances, gadgets, & cookbooks; kitchen cookware; knives; cowboy boots & hats; deer mount; CD’s; movies; electronics; radios; speakers;
tools; car care products; multi-drawer tool cabinet; Coleman lantern; Igloos; patio furn.; nighttime flood nights on a stand; Jazzy motorized scooter; sooooooo much more!! Quality items!!
Make this one a priority!!!

Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com

COURY AILS
Send us your
story ideas or
share your
community events!
news@ lindalenews-times.com

NEED
CASH
FAST?
Sell your
unwanted
items
in the
Classiﬁeds.
Call us at
903-882-8880

Wellness & Rehabilitation

New Rates & Shift Differentials

LVN’s *F/T $1500 Sign on Bonus*

*C.N.A.’s*$15 HR $1000 Sign on Bonus *
– Housekeeping Position –
– Dietary Positions –

Contact Candy Janes, HR•Linda Mayhugh, Administrator

903-962-7595

1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140
EEOC

TexSCAN Week of
July 24-30, 2022
ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices starting at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the
Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde
Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval
County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small.
30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down.
Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION
California family has sunlit nursery awaiting
newborn. Secure future, devoted grandparents, best
education, gentle pet. Generous living expenses.
Andrew/Erin 747-788-0260 or attorney 310-663-3467.

AUCTIONS
101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property – Aug.
30 – 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North
of Intersection – Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil
directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000.
1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com,
312-278-0600.
Commercial/Industrial Land – Aug. 30 – Real Estate
to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil
directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St.,
Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe,
TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX.
FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600.

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK
Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip as an area spray
to control lyme disease ticks, fleas, stable flies, &
mosquitoes where they breed. At Tractor Supply®
(www.happyjackinc.com).

REAL ESTATE
25 Acres & New 1,200 SF Hunting Cottage Shell,
only $239,900. Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting &
recreational tracts – perfect for wildlife spectators,
hunters & nature enthusiasts. Prime location in Brady,
the Heart of Texas. High-speed internet! Call 877- 3337390 x31, www.RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at
312-625-5322.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads
Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Little ones make big
difference to Lindale
coach and his wife
By Terry Cannon
Editor
There are two immutable facts about parenthood: it’s the
most rewarding thing people will experience and once the
child is born the responsibility lasts a lifetime.
Lindale High School Head Football Coach Chris Cochran
and wife Lindsay know this well. But their path to becoming
parents has been considerably different than most.
In 2019, they adopted Coby, a three-year-old bundle of
energy that leaves smiles and warm feelings in his wake.
A few months ago, the Cochrans chose to foster another
youngster, a 16-month-old girl who, if everything goes as
planned, will officially become Coby’s little sister.
While adoption isn’t a rarity, Coby’s case is indeed different. He’s Black with white adoptive parents.
While this may seem a bit unusual for some people, the
Cochrans know Coby is an immeasurable blessing.
“He has changed our hearts and we think he’s changed a
lot of people around us,’’ said Lindsay.
As to the toddler they are fostering, they look at her as
just another way God has touched their lives.
“God put this on both of our hearts before we were together,’’ said Chris. “We wouldn’t want it any differently.’’
ADOPTION PROCESS
As the Cochrans studied the required paperwork for the
adoption process more than three years ago, both were consistent in their belief that the “preferred race’’ box was one
that wasn’t going to be checked.
In other words, Lindsay said, it simply didn’t matter, despite the fact that the perception among even some of their
friends might not be favorable.
“(Race) was never a consideration,’’ she said. “We were
sure of that from the beginning.’’
In fact, the birth mother actually wound up choosing them.
On an early Zoom call with her and the Cochrans, she was
convinced they would be perfect parents for Coby.
Why? Because Chris was a coach.
“She shared with me the difference a coach in her high
school made in her life,’’ said Chris. “He mentored her and
helped her find the right path.’’
That resonated with the Cochrans, especially Chris.
“As coaches, we have to remember that a life that touches
others and makes a difference in others that just keeps going
on and on,’’ he said. “That’s the message I want to deliver
to our coaching staff every day.’’
From the day Coby was born it soon became apparent that
sharing their story with others was vitally important.
“It’s been a calling, a ministry,’’ Chris said. “We want to
be an example for those who come after us.’’
Of course, this doesn’t mean there hasn’t been the side
glances from people when the family is out in public, something both Lindsay and Chris expected.
But by and large, the people who matter in their lives
have accepted Coby for what he is – a typical little boy who
exudes happiness and joy mixed with typical three-year-old
tendencies, including stubbornness and the occasional need
for discipline.
“We know he’s a big gift and he’s made us better people,’’
Lindsay said.
With Coby as a member of their family, the Cochrans
experienced a type of empathy few can share.
“He has allowed us to have a better understanding of the
problems of others,’’ Chris said, who feels being able to see
the world from his perspective allows them “to have a different mindset than we may have had before.’’

Smith Sheriff’s Office
reports bond scam
The Smith County Sheriff’s Office has recently been made
aware of a bond scam in the Tyler/Smith County area, said
spokesman Larry Christian.
This scam involves a phone call that was received by a
Tyler citizen.
Identifying himself as an investigator with the Smith
County Sheriff’s Office, he used the name “Detective
Scotch” and informed the victim that a loved one had been
arrested and he needed to pay a bond in crypto currency.
The caller instructed the victim on what needed to be
done and how to do it. Unfortunately, the victim complied
and was swindled out of an undisclosed amount of money.
Christian said at no time will anyone from the Smith
County Sheriff’s Office, or any law enforcement agency,
call an individual and request cash or monetary payment
for any criminal offense, warrant, or bond.
He said if anyone receives a phone call such as this, simply hang up and call the Smith County Sheriff’s Office at
903-566-6600 or the local law enforcement agency within
your jurisdiction.

Lindale man pleads
guilty to possession
of child porn

Chris, Lindsay and Coby Cochran enjoy a recent
outing on the Gulf Coast.
Courtesy photo
FOSTERING AND THE FUTURE
For the Cochrans, the wheels are in motion to make their
little foster toddler a permanent member of the family.
And both parents are quick to point out, Coby is fully
onboard with this.
“He is so protective of her all the time,’’ said Lindsay.
“He’s a great big brother.’’
Foster parenting is, unfortunately, necessary and for a variety of reasons, some young parents are incapable of being
responsible for another human being.
Both sides of the equation are difficult to navigate, Lindsay said.
“It’s hard to think of a baby being ripped out of your home,
whether it’s our home or (the mother’s) home,’’ she said.
“But, sadly, so many kids are just numbers, but we are also
aware that this may be the only love she’ll ever get.
“And for us to be involved with that makes it all worth it.’’
For the Cochrans, they feel God has chosen them to be
an example to others that parental love is supposed to be
unconditional.
They both don’t want to think what their lives would be
without Coby and hopefully, his future baby sister.
“Our lives are forever different because of (the youngsters),’’ Lindsay said. “They’ve been a blessing.’’

Michael James Quan, 29, of Lindale was booked into the
Gregg County Jail on federal child pornography charges on
Wednesday (July 20), authorities announced.
Quan pled guilty to possessing and accessing child pornography after being arrested by Gregg County Sheriff’s
Office deputies and the U.S. Marshal’s Service, officials said.
His plea agreement was reached in the U.S. District Court
in the Eastern District of Texas. The terms of the agreement
were sealed.
In the guilty plea, Quam
admitted that on March 5,
2020, while in Smith County,
he was online “in a social
media sharing group under the
username ‘Joseph Wellington/
Jwellzzz22.”
While there, he posted a
link to a “cloud storage” provider that led to a folder that
included videos of child pornography. Quam was indicted
in March of this year.
The document describes four videos. Three of the videos
show a “prepubescent female.” In one video the girl takes
off her clothing. In the other two she is with a man. A fourth
video showed a female toddler in sex acts with a man, according to the document.
In the document, Quam admits to accessing the folder
with the videos and posting it to the group when he knew
the videos therein contained child pornography.
“I am pleading guilty to Count 1 in this case because I
am guilty of the violation alleged,” the document states. “I
have had an opportunity to consult with an attorney and I
am satisfied with the advice and counsel provided to me.”
Court documents show as part of the admission, Quam
agreed to forfeit an iPhone. According to a preliminary
order of forfeiture, the plea agreement included a provision
in which Quam gave up “all right, title, and interest” in the
phone.

