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Lindale resident has million reasons
to thank local convenience store
In what has to be the tastiest taco stop in history, a regular customer
at Mo Snoubar Jr.’s Raceway convenience store in Lindale is now $3
million richer after playing the Texas Lott’s $250 Million Cash Party
game this past Friday.
Snoubar, who has operated the Raceway store for the past 10 years,
said the customer (who is anonymous pending state veriﬁcation of the
ticket), was waiting on his taco order and purchased a ticket.
“He scratched it and asked one of our team members to scan it to see
if it was a winner,’’ Snoubar said. “We scanned the ticket in our system
and it veriﬁed it was a winner of an unspeciﬁed amount.’’
Snoubar said they checked the ticket’s barcode on the Texas Lotto
application and bingo! A $3 million winner.
Needless to say, the customer was dumbstruck.
“(They) were in complete shock,’’ Snoubar said. “(The customer) took
some time at the store to let it all sink in.’’
Snoubar said he then explained to the customer the steps needed to
claim the prize, which consists of taking it to a regional lottery ofﬁce –
there is one in Tyler – to get it veriﬁed.
This type of good fortune doesn’t remain a secret for long and Snoubar
acknowledged his store has been busier than usual.
“Word has gotten out and we’ve been slammed with everyone trying
their luck (at this location),’’ he said. “We have been selling many winning tickets lately and for some reason I feel there’s more to come.’’
He said winners in the past have pocketed several thousands of dollars
playing the scratch off game.
“Of course we are happy for him and all our winners,’’ Snoubar said.
“That was one lucky $3 million dollar taco.’’

Lindale Raceway store owner Mo Snoubar Jr. stands with some scratch off tickets like the
one he sold to a lucky customer this past week that yielded a $3 million prize.
Photo by Mary Vandiver

Smith SO continues double shooting investigation
The Smith County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce is continuing its investigation into a double shooting which occurred in the early
morning hours of Friday (Feb. 25) on Farm-To-Market Road
2868 near the intersection of State Highway 155 South, said
spokesman Larry Christian.
The victims have been identiﬁed as Jarah Breann Shelton,
21 of Tyler and Cody Russell Lovelady Jr., 21 of Flint.
After arriving on the scene shortly after 11 a.m., county

deputies found a female and male, both deceased in the front
seat of a black, Ford F-250 pickup.
The female was holding a handgun, Christian said.
Deputies secured the vehicle and called for assistance.
Smith County Investigators and the Crime Scene Unit arrived at the location and began processing the scene.
Both deceased individuals were located in the front seat
of the pickup truck.

Justice of the Peace Pct. 2 Andy Dunklin arrived on location for the inquest. Judge Dunklin ordered an autopsy on
both individuals and the bodies were removed to Forensic
Medical in Tyler Earlier this week, Christian said further
details about the shooting remain unclear as the investigation is ongoing.
Investigators are awaiting more physical evidence and
results from the autopsies to determine what happened.

Lindale softball standout Ellie Watkins will play with East Texas Baptist University next year while soccer star Emma Bosworth will travel to the northeast
and play for the University of Southern Maine in Portland, Maine.
Photos by Mary Vandiver

Lady Eagles sign college letters of intent
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A pair of Lindale High School athletes have signed college letters of intent to continue their
careers, one close to home and the other quite a few miles from East Texas.
LHS softball standout Ellie Watkins will head to Marshall this next year to play for East
Texas Baptist University while soccer star Emma Bosworth will take the long road to the
University of Southern Maine, located in Portland.
A strong Christian atmosphere drew Watkins to ETBU, she said, adding she was also enticed
by the school’s nursing program and the coaching staff.
She has started her ﬁnal year at LHS strong, going 5 for 7, with a homer and three doubles.

She also has 9 runs batted in.
A third baseman, shortstop and catcher Watkins feels as though she’ll play a lot at
third base for ETBU.
Bosworth was the district Most Valuable Player as a junior and will be a midﬁelder
for the Huskies.
She cited the family atmosphere she experienced when she visited the campus and how
comfortable she felt around other players and students.
Bosworth said she plans to major in business or marketing.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Suzanne’s weekly columns meant
a lot to many people over the years and I have received
many requests to rerun her columns. I miss them too.
So here is the “Best of Suzanne Bardwell.” I hope you
enjoy them.

Rock it like Adams & Jefferson...

Hamilton, Franklin, Adams and those good old boy Founding Fathers get my engine revved. They are all worthy of
Rock Star fame. What they accomplished during a time of
historical critical mass is truly phenomenal. And those old
boys disagreed with each other mightily.
Despite the fact that there were no parties the Founding
Fathers leaned either toward federalism or anti-federalism.
Two political parties emerged that were often at loggerheads,
but more often than not, did what needed to be done by compromising and working together after heated but civil debate
to create a nation.
Here we are in the 21st century and I am afraid that our
Republic is in danger because of our inability to listen to an
opposing point of view, much less work together as citizens.
How can Americans, a people whose birthright is based on
individuality and freedom of thought be so condemning of
others we disagree with? It offends me to my core.
I have taught sixth graders through college freshmen American History along with a slate of other academic courses. My
goal was to teach them to be critical thinkers along with the
acquisition of facts. Today we have too many unvetted online/
broadcast/blog/facebook personal opinion sources for information that is skewed to either end of the political spectrum...
or just plain ignorant.
I am tired of conspiracy theories. I am tired of outright lies
being perpetuated. For example, I taught for 35 years and I
NEVER told a student how they should vote. You would think
from some websites that educators are the devil incarnate.
By the way, I had a Bible either on my desk or in the
bookcase behind my desk throughout my career. I can also
guarantee you, that despite all the rhetoric NO ONE can take
God out of anywhere. He is bigger than any legal code or
interpretation thereof.
However, I have a problem with politicians and candidates
who USE religion and hot topic issues to solidify their base
instead of addressing the real problems we are facing which
includes the fact that there can be NO REAL property tax
reform without school ﬁnance reform. I assume that all of
you know that only a few years ago Texas paid 68 percent
of the cost of educating public school students. Today the
state pays 38 percent while many of our state leaders decry
spiraling property taxes at the same time they CHOOSE to
underfund public schools.
I hope that you noticed when you voted in either the Republican or Democratic Primary that the “propositions” which
are party planks (statements of support) were worded in such
a way as to get your YES so they can say that the majority
of their supporters believe a certain way. I think if you knew
how many of these propositions would play out (from either

The Best of

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

expanding space operations, with a signiﬁcant presence in Texas.
Texas has two airports which been issued commercial spaceport
licenses by the Federal Aviation Administration (in Midland and
Houston).
We estimate that Texas is presently home to about 6.75% of
Space Economy jobs (slightly lower than its 8.5% share of total
jobs). The state’s importance in this arena has been expanding
markedly of late, with both high-proﬁle activities and underlying
investments. The current impact of the Space Economy on Texas
includes an estimated $11.7 billion in annual gross product and
over 102,000 jobs (including multiplier effects).
Space-related industries are expected to see substantial growth,
driven by their ability to enhance security, communications, and
other aspects of the economy and society. We estimate that the
Texas Space Economy will expand about 120% faster than in the
nation, raising its share to almost 15% by 2040. We project that
space-related industries and related spillover effects will generate between about 175,300 and 202,700 jobs in 2030, with 2040
impacts of up to 433,500 Texas jobs (including multiplier effects).
The Space Economy is an increasing source of business activity. It is also essential to solving major world problems, such as
climate change and resource limitations. In addition, the research
and development it involves generates new discoveries which
enhance daily life and wellbeing.
It is, after all, “The Final Frontier.”
Stay safe!!
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Capital Highlights

party) you would be a lot more discerning before casting your
‘yes’ vote. AND, you would scream bloody murder at your
party for assuming you were so gullible.
It is time to stop throwing mud and insults so freely at those
we disagree with and ﬁnd Statesmen to stand up for us at all
levels of governance. I fear that if we don’t we will lose what
it means to be an American.
In the ﬁght to write the United States Constitution, which is
the blueprint for our government, the values that were held in
common had to be articulated. The United States of America
is different from any other nation on this weary old earth. The
United States of America is not just a place, it is an idea. That
is why so many ‘dreamers’ have struggled to come here since
the ﬁrst ship landed at Jamestown in 1607.
We are a people who have always had values and an optimistic belief in the future. Maybe it is time we were reminded
about some of those values. In the Preamble to the Constitution
we read these words:
“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution of the
United States of America.”
WHO? All of us. WHY? Justice, peace, safety, security
and a future.
Can you and I do any less? Recommit yourselves to exploring issues and to no longer allow your vote to be manipulated
by false issues and hateful bombast from either end of the
political spectrum. As voters and as Americans we have an
obligation and a responsibility to create a WORKABLE
government at all levels whether it is local, state or national
that looks to a future of possibility.
Be diligent and commit yourselves to not being manipulated
but to being informed. We have until May to educate ourselves
on local races and issues and November for state and national
candidates and issues. It is time to do our homework.
It is time to return to our heritage of CIVIL discourse,
informed voting and respectful disagreement. THAT is what
makes America great.
So rock it like Jefferson and Adams who disagreed on so
much but came together to help create the greatest nation on
the planet. After a lifetime of political wrangling they died
on July 4, 1826 within hours of each other as dear friends.
It is time. Past time that we try to live up to that legacy and
not down to manipulative rhetoric and fear.
That is what will make us all great.

Blast Off ...

Space has captivated the imagination of humankind since
history began. Early societies tracked planetary movement and
oriented buildings accordingly, navigators relied on the stars to
make their way across oceans, and myths were written around
constellations.
In the past, the federal government supported virtually all
research and development and operations related to space. However, this cluster has reached a point where it is now feasible for
private ﬁrms to be more fully involved in the entire spectrum
of space-related operations. The race has changed, with publicprivate partnerships and an expanded range of possibilities
generating massive investments and new developments.
The Space Economy spans elements of many industrial sectors, with major components including the manufacture of space
vehicles, propulsion systems, satellites, communication systems,
navigation and guidance equipment, and associated parts. It
further includes satellite communication, the transportation of
people and cargo, and extensive research and development. The
Space Economy in the United States currently supports almost
350,000 direct jobs, and we estimate that when multiplier effects
are considered, the annual impact on business activity includes
over $204.0 billion in annual gross product and 1.7 million jobs.
Texas has long had a presence in space-related industries.
For more than 60 years, the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center
has been engaged in key missions for NASA. Private-sector
ﬁrms including SpaceX, Blue Origin, and many others are also
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

State high court hears
challenge to abortion law

The Texas Supreme Court heard oral arguments last week
on the question of whether state regulators can be sued by
abortion providers hoping to block enforcement of the state’s
restrictive abortion law, known as Senate Bill 8.
The Austin American-Statesman reported that abortion providers bringing the suit argued that “state agencies regulating
doctors, nurses, pharmacists and the health care system have
an enforcement role that makes them an appropriate target of
their own lawsuit against SB8.”
Solicitor General Judd Stone II argued for the state that the
law was written to say only private citizens can enforce SB8
by ﬁling civil suits against abortion providers who violate the
ban on abortions after the sixth week of pregnancy.
“The goal here is just to ﬁgure out the ordinary English
meaning of this statute,” Stone argued. “There simply is no
ordinary English interpretation that entertains any possibility
of public enforcement (by state agencies or regulators),” the
Statesman reported.
Abortion providers have ﬁled a number of lawsuits in federal
courts, with the U.S. Supreme Court declining to keep the
law from taking effect last September as appeals are heard.
The case heard in state court last week also will likely end up
before the nation’s highest court.

Comptroller hosting
broadband listening tours

State Comptroller Glenn Hegar began touring a dozen Texas
communities this month to get insight from Texans about
internet access and to receive input as the state develops its
ﬁrst comprehensive broadband internet plan.
The events are free but require registration in advance.
The ﬁrst forum was held March 1 at Prairie View A&M University, with others planned in Victoria, Austin, Dallas-Fort
Worth, Amarillo, Beaumont, Waco, Tyler, Abilene, El Paso,
Edinburgh and San Angelo.
Further information and a link to an online survey for those
who can’t attend can be found here: comptroller.texas.gov/
programs/broadband/communities/tour
Abbott orders enhanced protection against cyberattacks
Gov. Greg Abbott has ordered two state agencies to “use
every available resource” to safeguard the state’s infrastructure
as the potential for Russian cyberattacks increases. Abbott sent
a letter to the Texas Department of Information Resources and
the Texas Department of Public Safety to that effect last week.
He ordered DIR and DPS to:
• Enhance Texas’ cyber security through the use of best
industry practices and other key measures.
• Ensure Texas can quickly detect a potential cyber intrusion through the use of software services, such as antivirus
and endpoint detection and response technologies.
• Prepare for an intrusion by utilizing a cyber incident
response team.
• Maximize the state’s resilience to a destructive cyber
incident.
• Track and report any attacks from Russian sources so the
public is fully aware of their tactics.
“Protecting the state of Texas from cyber threats during
this time of Russian aggression is paramount,” Abbott wrote.

Arrest made in timber fraud case

Law enforcement investigators with the Texas A&M Forest
Service arrested a Magnolia man last week on two counts of
timber theft. Philip Eugene McKenzie, Jr., 60, was charged.
“Mr. McKenzie had timber harvest agreements with two
Walker County landowners and failed to pay them for the
timber that was harvested from their property,” said Texas
A&M Forest Service Law Enforcement Criminal Investigator
Josh Mizrany. In addition, McKenzie has a pending charge for
unauthorized timber harvest in Montgomery County.
Timber theft includes harvesting timber without the landowner’s knowledge or consent, to entering into a formal
agreement and not paying landowners the full purchase price
and even stealing timber from logging companies.
Landowners who suspect timber theft or suspicious timber
sale agreements should call the forest service timber theft
hotline at 1-800-364-3470.
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Unnerving sight at the store and guns in hands of babes
While on my weekly trip to the grocery store, something
struck me like a kick to the shins and for once it wasn’t
about the price of meat or the depressing lack of items on
the shelves.
It was a little more important than that.
As I was wandering around the produce, in my usual stupor of trying to sort through the items for my slow cooker
pot roast, I was jarred awake by the sight of a guy strutting
through the veggies with a pistol strapped to his waist.
And let’s get one thing clear right now: I am not – repeat
NOT – against the 2nd Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
I ﬁrmly believe in the right of people to own guns. And I
believe the vast majority of gun owners are responsible and
would never, ever be a danger to their fellow citizens.
The guy I saw wasn’t breaking any law since it has been
legal to do what he was doing since Sept. 1, 2021.
House Bill 1927 made it legal for most Texans over the
age of 21 to carry a handgun in a holster without a permit
either openly or concealed.
The law also says handguns can be worn in city facilities
such as libraries and recreation centers, at the Texas State
Capitol and places of business with no visible signage that
prohibits handguns.
Handguns and other weapons are not allowed in secured
areas of airports, in courthouses, polling places on any voting
days, schools, places of business with visible signage prohibiting handguns, businesses that derive 51 percent or more
of their income from alcohol sales, sporting events (unless
the person is a participant and the event involves use of the
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weapon), correctional facilities, hospitals, nursing facilities
or mental hospitals, amusement parks or any place where an
open governmental meeting is taking place.
Since it became legal to openly carry a handgun, this was
the ﬁrst time I actually saw someone doing it.
Not being a gun owner – but as I mentioned a supporter
of the 2nd Amendment – the sight of a person carrying
(legally) a pistol nonetheless raised some questions in my
cantankerous mind.
Such as: What’s the point? Was it a macho thing? Does he
feel threatened when he leaves his house? Is wearing a gun
in plain sight a message to all of us that he’s ready to ﬁght?
It would seem to me that if you owned a handgun you
wouldn’t want to call attention to yourself by putting it out
there so that someone who might be just a tad bit on the
unbalanced side might try to disarm you.
He didn’t look like a peace oﬃcer because they will usually have a badge or ID in plain sight and are extremely
cautious when it comes to their sidearms. If he had a badge,

it wasn’t visible.
Just to be safe, I made sure I was on the other side of
the store while doing my shopping, and if that makes me a
Nervous Nellie, then so be it.
Handguns in the wrong hands, obviously, can be very
dangerous -- even in the hands of 4-year-olds.
Consider the recent story out of Utah where a police oﬃcer
was shot by the above-mentioned 4-year-old, apparently on
the orders of his dad who was suspected of brandishing a
weapon at some McDonald’s employees who he said gave
him the wrong order.
After police arrived on the scene, they ordered the man to
get out of his car but he didn’t want to cooperate. Oﬃcers
then pulled him from the car and while taking the man into
custody, one of the oﬃcers saw a gun pointing at him from
the rear window.
Police said that during their investigation, they learned the
father had instructed the 4-year-old to shoot at the oﬃcers.
Thankfully, the oﬃcer received only a minor injury to his
arm and no other injuries were reported.
Salt Lake County Sheriﬀ Rosie Rivera said in a statement:
“It was a sad day for law enforcement and our community.
To have an adult think it is OK to encourage a 4-year-old to
pull a ﬁrearm and shoot at police illustrates how out of hand
the campaign against police has gotten. Oﬃcers are here to
protect and serve and we are beyond belief that something
like could happen.”
Just when you think certain elements in our society have
sunk as low they can go, something like this happens.

The phone call that answered the “call’’ question
Do you remember when
you were a kid bein’ asked,
“What do you want to be
when you grow up?” Now,
they just ask me, “When are
you going to grow up?”
Well, I have news for
you; I’m too old to grow up.
Anywho, I like myself just
the way I am.
Back when I was a kid, I
really didn’t have any trouble knowin’ what I wanted to
be when I grew up. What I
wanted to be was whatever I
had watched on TV the night
before.
One day I might want to
be a cowboy, and the next
I might want to be a circus
performer. I can remember
watchin’ boxin’ on TV and
the next mornin’ I left the
house with boxin’ gloves on
my hands, boxer shorts on,
and a old house coat Mom
bought me one of the times
I had been in the hospital.
Some of those times I had
been in the hospital were
because of a profession I
had seen on TV. A cowboy
jumpin’ out of a tree onto
the back of their horse isn’t
quite as fun as it looks on TV.
Plus, horses don’t like it.
The only time my future
employment looked bleak
was when there wasn’t anything on TV. If that happened, then the next day I
was a wreck. How was I
goin’ to support my future
family?
This family, by the way,
consisted of Elly Mae Clampett, Rin Tin Tin and Cheetah. Anywho, here’s what
happened once.
“Well, what are you gonna
be today?” asked my cousin
Coy.
“I don’t know,” I replied.
“There wudn’t nothin’ on TV
last night.”
“So, what are we playin’
today then?
“I don’t know.”

“I know,” said Little Rusty.
“Let’s play Tarzan.”
“We can’t play Tarzan,” I
said. “He don’t come on ‘til
Saturday.”
“Well, let’s think of somethin,” said Coy.
“Man,” I said, “I wish I
could think of a real job. You
know, one where you don’t
have to work real hard, and
you don’t have to spend a lot
of time doin’ stuﬀ, but you
still get paid.”
“There ain’t no jobs like
that,” said Coy.
“My preacher’s got one,”
said Little Rusty.
“What?”
“Yeah, he don’t do nothin’
except on Sunday mornin’
and on Sunday night, and
then it’s just for an hour, unless he gets wound up.”
“That’s the dumbest thing
I ever heard,” said Coy.
“Hold it,” I said. “That’s
not really too bad of an idea.”
“Yes it is,” said Coy. “Little Rusty’s church dudn’t
even got a piano in it.”
“What’s that got to do with
anything?”
“I don’t know, but a church
is supposed to have a piano.”
“I know,” I said. “I’ll call
my preacher up and ask him
about it. He’s really smart
and we’ve got a piano in our
church.”
We ran into Coy’s house
and got the phone book up
and I looked up Brother
Herbert’s phone number and
dialed it.
“Hello?” he answered.
“Brother Herbert?” I
asked.
“Speaking,” he said.
“This here is Rusty Mitchum.”
“Oh Lord help me,” he
said.
I looked over at Coy and
Little Rusty. “Bow your
heads. He’s prayin’.” Coy
snatched the cap oﬀ of Little
Rusty’s head.

Rusty Mitchum

Life & Times

“Hey,” said Little Rusty.
“You ain’t supposed to
have a hat on when you’re
prayin’.”
“Who said?”
“People who go to a
church that’s got a piano,”
Coy replied.
“What is it you want
this time,” Brother Herbert
sighed.
“I didn’t hear you say
Amen,” I said to him.
“Amen?”
“Amen,” I said, and Coy
and Little Rusty said Amen,
too. Brother sighed again.
“How much money do you
make?” I asked him.
“Pardon me?”
“What’d you do?” I asked.
“What’d he do?” asked
Little Rusty.
“I don’t know,” I said.
“He said pardon me, so he
must have pooted or somethin’.”
“You’re pardoned,” I said
to Brother Herbert. “Now
how much money do you
make?”
“Why do you ask?” Brother Herbert asked.
“Cause I’m thinkin’ about
becomin’ a preacher,” I said.
Brother Herbert started
coughin’. I mean he was
havin’ a coughin’ ﬁt.
“What’d he say?” asked
Coy.
“Nothin’ yet,” I replied.
“He started coughin’.”
“I bet he smelled that
poot,” said Little Rusty.
About that time Brother Herbert got control of
himself. He cleared his

throat. “So, you want to be
a preacher.”
“Yes sir. That is, if it pays
pretty good.”
“I see. Were you called?”
“Called what?”
“Were you called to be a
preacher?”
“No, I called you. Remember?”
I could hear what sounded
like teeth grindin’.
“You still there?” I asked.
He cleared his throat
again. “Yes Rusty. I’m still
there, uh, I mean here. What
I meant was; did the Lord
call you to preach?”
“You mean He calls you?”
Then I looked over a Coy
and Little Rusty. “You ain’t
gonna believe this, but I
might be gettin’ a call from
the Lord.” Then, I spoke
back to Brother Herbert.
“You think He knows my
number? If He calls now, I
ain’t at home. I’m up at my
cousin’s house. You think
I otta run home?” I hear
another sigh.
“Rusty, He doesn’t call
you on the phone. He calls
you in your heart.”
“You’re kiddin’. How’s
He do that?”
“Look, why do you want
to be a preacher?” Brother
Herbert asked.
“Well, it looks like a pretty
good deal. You tell stories on
Sunday mornin’ and Sunday
night, and that’s about it.
And you get all that money
in them plates they pass
around.”
“I see,” he said. “What

nior defensive lineman Jaret Allen was
selected to the second team defense;
junior linebacker Colton Widemon
was named to the second team defense
and senior oﬀensive lineman Moses
Medrano and senior defensive lineman
Jaymond Jackson were named to the
honorable mention squad.
FIVE YEARS AGO,
March 2, 2017
Multi-award-winning country artist
and Lindale native Miranda Lambert
secured six nominations as the Academy of Country Music announced its
2017 award hopefuls.
Lambert received six nominations,
including one for Female Vocalist of
the Year. Lambert received her ﬁfth
nomination in the Album of the Year
category for “The Weight of These
Wings.’’
Lambert’s “Vice” received nods in
the Single Record of the Year, Song of
the Year, and Video of the Year categories. Also, she received two nominations for “Vice” in the Song of the Year
category, as both artist and songwriter.

this, but is there anything
else I can help you with?”
“No sir,” I said. “That’s
about it. Oh yeah, I do have
somethin’ else to ask you.” I
heard another sigh.
“Little Rusty’s church
don’t got no piano. Is he
goin’ to the bad place? You
know which bad place I’m
talkin’ about, don’t you?”
“Yes,” he sighed, yet
again. “I know which place
you are talking about. No,
he is not going there because
his church doesn’t have a
piano.”
I looked at Little Rusty.
“You’re in the clear.” He
stuck his tongue out at Coy.
“That’s all then,” I said.
“Good,” he said. “By the
way, I would like to speak
to your mother Sunday at
church.”
“Sure,” I said. “But don’t
mention about me wantin’
to be a preacher. If she
heard there was readin’ and
studyin’, she might make me
take the call, if’n He decided
to call.”
“Brother,” he said, and he
hung up.
“Now what?” asked Coy.
“Hmmm,” I hmmmed.
“Oh, I know! We ain’t never
been Eskimo’s. I wonder
where you get blubber?”
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Times of Lindale
EDITOR’S NOTE: This column
comes from the archives of the Lindale
News and Times, which is available online for $2.99 per month. Call 903-8828880 to set up your online subscription.
--ONE YEAR AGO,
March 4, 2021
Lindale’s Jordan Jenkins added
another piece of hardware to his
ever-growing trophy case as the Texas
Sports Writer’s Association named him
the Oﬀensive Player of the Year for
the 2020 Class 4A All-State Football
Team.
He rushed for 3,044 yards and scored
51 touchdowns in helping his Eagles
earn a berth in the state championship
game in December. Jenkins also posted
211 yards on 24 receptions and three
touchdowns.
The all-state team also featured
other Lindale players that helped fuel
the drive to the state title game against
Argyle. Defensive back Airik Williams
was selected to the ﬁrst team defense as
well as the ﬁrst team kick returner; se-

about all the hospital visits
preachers make.”
“What do they do that
for?”
“To comfort the sick,” he
replied.
“I thought that’s what
nurses were for.”
“No, preachers help to
look after the patients’ spiritual well being.”
“Do they have to do that?”
I asked.
“Yes,” he replied. “And
what about all of the reading
and studying preachers do
during the week, preparing
for the Sunday services.”
“You do that, too?”
“Yes.”
“Readin’ and studyin’ just
like in school?”
“Yes.”
“Well, that ain’t no good?”
“That isn’t any good,” he
corrected.
“Well if it ain’t no good,
why do you do it?”
“No,” he said. “You
said, ‘that ain’t no’….never
mind.”
“So,” I asked. “Why do
you do it?”
“I was called,” he said.
“Oh. Well then, if you
talk to Him again, don’t give
him my number, OK?”
“No problem,” he said.
“I know I’m going to regret

Keith Urban led the nominees with
seven, while Maren Morris had six
nominations.
Mineola’s Kacey Musgraves garnered a nomination for Female Vocalist
of the Year.
10 YEARS AGO,
March 2, 2012
The Lindale High School baseball
team joined several other East Texas
teams in the Robbie Surratt Memorial
Baseball Tournament, three-day event
held at the new LISD Baseball and
Softball Complex.
The facility, part of a bond package approved by district voters, was
christened the week before with a
ribbon cutting, which was followed
by the Eagles thumping Chapel Hill,
11-3.
Lindale ISD Board of Trustees
President Gen. Red Brown snipped the
ribbon to oﬃcially open the facility.
Also in attendance were LISD trustees,
former board members and members
of the construction ﬁrm which built
the complex.

Advertise in the Lindale News & Times
Call 903-882-8880 today!

Chris &
Vicki Defur

Owners
We work together, along with our kids Colton and
Cameron who are being taught and have learned
the business as the 3rd generation
22 Years Of Experience ~ We have references.
We work alongside our great crews.

Give us a Call For More Information
(903) 497-4732

www.defurroofingconstruction.com
defurcustombuildkellistewart@gmail.com

100% ratings

14657 FM 849, Lindale, TX
www.toysarfus.com
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Local FFA member Rand wins ﬁrst place,
scholarship at San Antonio Show, Rodeo
Lindale FFA member Jacqueline Rand
won ﬁrst place and a $10,000 Scholarship
Award in the Prepared Public Speaking
contest at the 2022 San Antonio Livestock
Show and Rodeo, publicity oﬃcials said.
The event was held Feb. 11.
Rand is a Junior at Lindale High School,
and currently serves as the Lindale FFA
Chapter President. She recently completed
a year of serving as the Mineola FFA District
President, representing over 20 local high
school FFA Chapters, and was nominated
by her peers and area Agricultural Science
Teachers to serve as an Area VI FFA Oﬃcer
for 2022-2023.
This month, Rand will compete in the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Public
Speaking Contest, as well as the Texas FFA
Prepared Public Speaking Development
Event and Extemporaneous Speaking Development Event.
She participates with the Lindale High
School Speech and Debate team, as well.
She is the daughter of Holly Rand and
Charlie Rand.
The annual contest allows FFA and 4-H
members from all across Texas to enter and
participate. This year’s contest had 560
entries in four speaking categories including
Agribusiness, Animal Science, Horticulture/
Natural Resources, and Western Heritage/

Ag Advocacy.
Rand won ﬁrst place in the Horticulture/
Natural Resources Senior Division contest
with her speech titled “Who Wood Have
Thought: Carbon Reduction through Mass
Timber Construction.”
This is Rand’s second scholarship win at
San Antonio Livestock Show, which ends her
qualiﬁcation for competing in the speciﬁc
contest in the future.
“It was a personal goal of mine to place
for scholarship winnings for a second time
at San Antonio either this year or next year,”
said Rand. “I have been participating at the
livestock show since I was nine years old and
being as scholarships are awarded to high
school participants only, my time to achieve
the big prize had arrived.
“It was very sweet to win my Junior year,
and I plan to return to the contest next year
to volunteer my time just as others have done
in order to make this contest possible for
students like me. I have made many friends Jacqueline Rand of the Lindale High School FFA (second from left), won ﬁrst place and a $10,000
who I consider family during my years of Scholarship Award in the Prepared Public Speaking contest at the 2022 San Antonio Livestock Show
participating in public speaking contests, and and Rodeo on Feb. 11. (Courtesy photo)
I know these will be life-long relationships.”
The success of the San Antonio Stock since inception.
The San Antonio Stock Show and RoShow and Rodeo is attributed to more than
Through scholarships, grants, endowdeo has grown to one of the largest single
6,000 volunteers who give countless hours ments, junior livestock auctions, calf
events in the city of San Antonio, with apto the organization. With community, donor, scramble program and show premiums the
proximately 1.5 million visitors entering the
sponsor and volunteer support, the organiza- event impacts over 19,000 youth in Texas
fairgrounds each year.
tion has committed more than $232 million annually.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Community Christian Fellowship
15704 Hwy 110 N Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8501
David Hickey

Lindale Assembly of God Church
307 Eagle Spirit Dr, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6179

Crossroads Community Church
20465 US Highway 69 North
Lindale TX 75771-4206
903-881-9844
Tim Letsch

BAPTIST
Antioch Baptist Church
793 CR 313W Tyler TX 75706
903-597-6131
Pastor Stephen Nipp

Bethesda Church
2401 S Main St
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7597
Steven & Camilla Charles

Bethel Baptist Church
FM 16 West, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8275

Bible Baptist Church

16173 CR 431, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-1454

Carmel Baptist Church
10969 CR 481, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3852
James Cheatham

Central Baptist Church

13745 FM 16 East, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3179
Byron Howard

Damascus Baptist Church

Hopewell Baptist Church
11804 CR 494, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-5381

Hopewell Valley Baptist,
Church No 1
CR 429 • Van, TX
903-882-5136

Mt. Sylvan Baptist Church
13073 Hwy 110 N • Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3890
Bruce Rudd

17052 CR 4105 Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3392
Ryan Surratt

New Harmony Baptist Church

Dover Baptist Church

Red Springs, TX
903-858-2365

21166 FM Road 1995, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-5106

Duck Creek Baptist Church
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9558

East Foothills Missionary
Baptist Church
810 E South St, Lindale, TX 75771
903-574-2672
Gary Dinger

Fairview Baptist Church
Van Highway, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9500

10251 FM 727, Tyler, TX 75704
903-593-5811

Red Springs Baptist Church
St Mary Baptist Church
12050 CR 452,, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8066

Thompson Hill Baptist Church
14657 CR, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0849

Walnut Springs Baptist Church
211 Walnut Springs,, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7858

Wood Trails Baptist Church
11804 CR 494,
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-5381

First Baptist Church

Hwy 69 (in Swan) Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6432

CATHOLIC

First Baptist Church of Lindale

Holy Family Catholic Church

110E Hubbard St. Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3396
Tom Buck

Foundation Baptist Church
715 S Main St. Lindale 75771
903-881-9490

Garden Valley Baptist Church
17816 CR 442
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7671

Greater Hopewell Baptist Church
10480 CR 492 • Tyler, TX 75706
903-882-4726

16314 FM 849,
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-4079
Fr. Carlos Piedrahita, Pastor

St. Joseph the Worker
Tridentine Latin Mass
5075 FM 14, Tyler, 75712
903-593- 5055
Rev. Joseph Valentine, FSSP

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ – Lindale
211 W. Hubbard,Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6455

Church of Christ – South Main
2425 S Main St,
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8933

Church of Christ – Swan
County
Road 471, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8009

EPISCOPAL

Friendship CME Church
20428 CR 482
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7269

Garden Valley Bible Church
17117 FM 1253
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9665

Grace Community Church
15567 Wood Springs Rd
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3323

St Luke’s Episcopal Church
16292 FM 849
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8118
Rev. John Carr

Hide-A-Way Lake
Community Church
1115 Lake Cross Rd
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6966

LUTHERAN

Life of Glory Church

First Century
Christian Fellowship

14623 CR 463
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7997
Ed & Becky Colville

10119 Gina Rd., Lindale, TX 75771
Dr. Lawrence Zillmer

METHODIST

First United Methodist
Church of Lindale

402 W Hubbard St • Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8506
Michael Peschke

Life Source Community Church
2808 S. Main, Lindale
Pastor John Offutt

Lone Star Cowboy Church
23425 FM 1995
Lindale TX 75771
615-480-0289
Jayc Harold

Harris Chapel Southern
Methodist Church

River’s Edge Church

17069 CR 452 Lindale TX
903.253.3175
John Roach, Pastor

18492 Hwy 69 North,
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0555 • Phil Brown

Mt Sylvan United Methodist
Church

Trinity Fellowship Church

Swan-Wood Springs
United Methodist Church

PRESBYTERIAN

Shady Lane Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3885 • Ben Steen

Mt. Sylvan • 903-882-5479

Hwy 69, Swan Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6382

NON DENOMINATIONAL
Clearview Church
13933 Hwy 110 N
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8949

Bethesda Community Church
FM2710 • Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3861 • Dr. Everitt Nix

UNITED PENTECOSTAL
Pentecostals of Lindale
18475 FM 1804
Lindale, TX 75771
713-254-3598

The Lindale Area Church Listing and is made possible by the generosity of the sponsors
listed herein. Should you have changes, please give us a call at 903-882-8880.
Amanda Froebe, Agent
1401 S. Main, Lindale, TX 75771
Bus.: 903-882-5333 fax: 903-882-6722
amandafroebe.com
amanda@amandafroebe.com
“You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never
know how soon it will be too late.” RWE
Jeremiah 29:11

Est.
1963

Fleming

Farm & Ranch Supply
Home & Garden
Supplies/Garden Needs

2518 S. Main • 903-882-3361

Mon-Fri 8 am – 5:30 pm, Sat 8 am-Noon
Serving The Community For Over 50 Yrs

MEDICARE - Compare Options - I can help!!
LOCAL - One-on-One help with your Medicare Plan

Dental - Vision - Labs - Hearing - Fitness - Chiropractic
Out-of-Pocket limits - Free OTC Products - Prescription Plan

It can be confusing!

***Lending YOU a helping hand***

Deb Helton, Agent 970-946-8359 cell/text

903-882-9296 • 13923 FM 2710 • Lindale

www.wesleyseniorliving.com
License # 104878

903-714-1417

boaz_danny52@yahoo.com

PFP

Remodeled open ﬂoor plans
Aﬀordably priced

903-882-5181
Go Eagles!

Lindale Car Care

Danny Boaz
Concrete Contractor

Parrott Faith Properties
Fruitdale and East Foothills Townhomes

PAVING • SEAL COATING • PATCHNG • STRIPPING ROCK
BASE • HOT OIL SAND • CHIP SEAL

References, Home, Business ~ Free Prices ~ Not Estimates
Cell 903-780-4247 • Home 903-882-6158

Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.

TouchlessAutomatic
or Self Service
Car Washes
Spot FREE Rinsing
Hwy 69 & Cooper In front of Brookshire’s
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Friday, Feb. 18, 2021
Sgt Dworaczyk and Oﬃcers Philpot and Wells responded
to an EMS Call at 15600 block Brittain Ct, report taken.
Oﬃcer Ramsey responded to a lost property at 3500 block
S Main St, report taken. Oﬃcer Philpot and Oﬃcer Wells
responded to a city ordinance violation at 3500 block S Main
St, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Ramsey responded to a public service at 500 block Asher Ln, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Leevey
and Oﬃcers Gillham and Capps responded to an assist other
agency at 200 block W Centennial Blvd, settled at scene.
Oﬃcer Gillham and Oﬃcer Capps responded to a suspicious
vehicle at 1400 block S Main St, settled at scene. Oﬃcer
Leevey responded to a 13400 block I -20, settled at scene.
Saturday, Feb. 19, 2022
Oﬃcer Jackquet responded to a business alarm at 300
block S Main St, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Trombley and
Oﬃcer Jackquet responded to a criminal mischief at 400
block Hill St, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Trombley and 1523
responded to a suspicious circumstance at 100 block N
Main St, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Trombley responded to
a loud noise complaint at 300 block Braziel St, settled at
scene. Oﬃcer Trombley and Oﬃcer Jackquet responded to
a suspicious circumstance at 100 block Ballard Dr, settled
at scene. Sgt Houghton and Oﬃcers Allen responded to an
assist other agency at 500 block Pierce St, settled at scene.
Oﬃcer Shurley and Oﬃcer Allen responded to a suspicious
circumstance at 15200 block Country Acres Dr, unfounded.
Oﬃcer Shurley and Oﬃcer Allen responded to a warrant
service at 3400 block S Main St, arrest made.
Sunday, Feb. 20, 2022
Oﬃcer Trombley and Oﬃcer Jackquet responded to a
residential alarm at 700 block N Boyd St, settled at scene.
Oﬃcer Trombley and Oﬃcer Jackquet responded to an accident at 3500 block S Main St, report taken. Oﬃcer Trombley and Oﬃcer Jackquet responded to a business alarm at
2600 block S Main, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Trombley and
Oﬃcer Jackquet responded to an assist smith county at 100
block E Centennial Blvd, warning issued. Oﬃcer Jackquet
responded to a residential alarm at 1500 block Lucy Cir,
settled at scene. Oﬃcer Trombley responded to a public service at 17300 block Stacy St, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton
responded to a disturbance at 553 W I-20, settled at scene.
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and Jackquet responded to a public service at 2800 block S
Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton and Oﬃcer Allen
responded to a public service at 300 block S Main St, settled
at scene. Oﬃcer Allen responded to a suspicious vehicle at
200 block Cannery Row, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Shurley
responded to a city ordinance violation at 3400 block S Main
St, warning issued. Oﬃcer Shurley responded to a suspicious
circumstance at 3500 block S Main St, unfounded.

Sgt Houghton and Oﬃcers Trombley and Allen responded
to a suspicious vehicle at 500 block N Main St, settled at
scene. Oﬃcer Shurley responded to an assist smith county at
13100 block Wild Horse Dr, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton
and Oﬃcer Shurley responded to a business alarm at 800
block Industrial Pkwy, false alarm. Oﬃcer Shurley and Ofﬁcer Allen responded to a warrant service at 3400 block S
Main St, arrest made.
Monday, Feb. 21, 2022
Sgt Houghton and Oﬃcers Shurley and Allen responded
to an accident at 300 block S Main St, report taken. Sgt
Houghton and Oﬃcer Allen responded to as possession of
drug paraphernalia at 17800 block Hwy 69 N, report taken.
Sgt Houghton and Oﬃcers Allen and Shurley responded to
a criminal trespass at 3500 block S Main St, trespass warning issued. Oﬃcer Allen responded to a suspicious vehicle
at 300 block E Hubbard St, settled at scene.
Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2022
Oﬃcer Trombley responded to a welfare concern at 18700
block CR 4118, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Trombley responded
to a public service at 100 block Ballard Dr, settled at scene.
Oﬃcer Allen responded to a suspicious person at 13800
block Hwy 69 N, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Allen and Oﬃcer
Jackquet responded to a public service at 3200 block S Main
St, settled at scene. Chief Somes, Cpt Chambers and Oﬃcers
Allen and Jackquet responded to an accident at 13300 block
W I-20, report taken. Oﬃcer Allen and Oﬃcer Jackquet
responded to a suspicious circumstance at 2900 block S
Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton and Oﬃcers Allen

Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2022
Lt Lazarine responded to a suspicious circumstance at
100 block Ballard Dr, report taken. Oﬃcer Philpot and Ofﬁcer Wells responded to a suspicious circumstance at 3500
block S Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and Oﬃcer
Capps responded to a welfare concern at 200 block Heritage
Ct, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and Oﬃcer Capps responded to an accident at 555 W I-20, settled at scene. Sgt
Dworaczyk and Oﬃcer Capps responded to an accident at
555 W I-20, report taken.
Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022
Oﬃcer Ramsey responded to an accident at 13900 block
FM 849, report taken. Chief Somes, Cpt Chambers and Ofﬁcers Philpot, Fortunas and Wells responded to an accident
at 556 E I-20, report taken. Oﬃcer Fortunas responded to an
assist other agency at 557 W I-20, settled at scene. Oﬃcer
Philpot and Oﬃcer Wells responded to an accident at 556 E
I-20, report taken. Chief Somes responded to an assist ems
at 19600 block CR 4108, settled at scene. Chief Somes responded to a suspicious circumstance at 2900 block S Main
St, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Philpot and Oﬃcers Ramsey and
Wells responded to a welfare concern at 3200 block S Main
St, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Gillham and Oﬃcers Leevey
and Capps responded to a stolen license plate at 100 block
E Centennial Blvd, report taken. Oﬃcer Gillham and Ofﬁcer Capps responded to an assist smith county at 13400
block W I-20, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Gillham responded
to a suspicious vehicle at 3200 block S Main St, settled at
scene. Oﬃcer Leevey responded to a suspicious person at
21200 block Hwy 69 N, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Leevey and
Oﬃcer Gillham responded to a suspicious person at 3500
block S Main St, settled at scene. Oﬃcer Leevey and Oﬃcers
Gillham and Capps responded to a welfare concern at 3500
block S Main St, settled at scene.

Bogata man gets 10-plus years for child pornography
A Bogata, Texas man has been sentenced
to federal prison for child pornography
violations in the Eastern District of Texas,
announced Davilyn Walston, spokesperson
for U.S. Attorney Brit Featherston.
James Thomas Tucker, 36, pleaded guilty
on Oct. 20, 2021, to possession of child
pornography and was sentenced to 124
months in federal prison this past week by
U.S. District Judge Robert W. Schroeder III.
According to information presented
in court, it was discovered that Tucker
was using a social media messaging application to distribute images of child
pornography.
A search of Tucker’s residence revealed
evidence that he had been searching for child
pornography. Tucker admitted to downloading and distributing images of child pornography in exchange for more images of child
pornography.
Tucker was charged in a complaint and
arrested in May 2020.
This case is part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative launched in
May 2006 by the Department of Justice
to combat the growing epidemic of child
sexual exploitation and abuse. Led by U.S.

Attorneys’ Oﬃces and the Child Exploitation
and Obscenity Section (CEOS), Project Safe
Childhood marshals federal, state and local
resources to better locate, apprehend and
prosecute individuals who exploit children
via the Internet, as well as to identify and
rescue victims. For more information about
Project Safe Childhood, visit www.justice.
gov/psc.
This case was investigated by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, Bogata Police Department, and Hopkins County Sheriﬀ’s Ofﬁce. This case was prosecuted by Assistant
U.S. Attorney Jonathan R. Hornok.
Indictment handed down
on drug, ﬁrearms charges
A Texarkana man has been indicted
for federal drug trafficking and firearms
violations in the Eastern District of Texas,
Walston said.
Darell Montrell Trotter, 32, was named
in an indictment returned by a federal grand
jury on Feb. 16, 2022, charging him with
possessing fentanyl with intent to distribute
and possessing a ﬁrearm in relation to a drug
traﬃcking crime. Trotter made an initial appearance today before U.S. Magistrate Judge

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Among her best editorials
Dear Editor,
Ms. Bardwell’s editorial on Sam Houston
is also in my memory as one of her best
editorials. Sam Houston has always been

one of our state’s and country’s early heroes.
His ﬁght against secession stands out as a
strong humanistic and nationalist endeavor.
Missing a champion Christian journalist.
Edmund Kaup
Lindale

Local anglers bring in big haul
Members of the Lindale High School Bass Club earned a pair of top 20 ﬁnishes at the recent Lake Sam
Rayburn bass ﬁshing tournament. Placing sixth was the team of Riley Brown and Fernando Soto with
14.18 pounds of ﬁsh while Ryder Dennis and Clint Thurman hauled in 11.03 pounds which qualiﬁed for
16th place. The LHS team will ﬁnish its season on Lake O’ the Pines on March 12 seeking a place in the
Regional tournament. (Courtesy photo)

Caroline Craven.
A grand jury indictment is not evidence
of guilt. All defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty beyond a reasonable
doubt in a court of law.
According to the indictment, on Dec. 14,
2021, Trotter possessed more than 400 grams
of fentanyl, which he intended to distribute to
others. On that same day, Trotter was found
in possession of a pistol, a shotgun, and a
riﬂe in furtherance of his drug traﬃcking.
If convicted, Trotter faces from 15 years
to life in federal prison.
This prosecution is part of an Organized
Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces (OCDETF) investigation. OCDETF identiﬁes,

disrupts, and dismantles the highest-level
drug traﬃckers, money launderers, gangs,
and transnational criminal organizations
that threaten the United States by using a
prosecutor-led, intelligence-driven, multiagency approach that leverages the strengths
of federal, state, and local law enforcement
agencies against criminal networks.
This case is being investigated by the
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration;
the Texarkana, Texas Police Department;
Texarkana, Arkansas, Police Department; the
Texas Department of Public Safety; and the
U.S. Postal Inspection Service. This case is
being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney
Jonathan R. Hornok.
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Eagles knock off Pittsburg in bi-district
Lindale High School’s boys basketball
team has journeyed into the playoffs once
again this season after finishing second in
District 16-4A with a 9-3 record and a 22-12
overall mark.
The Eagles faced off against Kaufman on
Friday, March 25 but fell to the Lions in the
Area round, 47-27.
LINDALE 47, PITTSBURG 35
On Tuesday, Feb. 22, the Eagles knocked
off Pittsburg, 47-35, in bi-district action
behind Walter Smith’s 14 points.
The game was played at Pine Tree High
School.
In addition to Smith’s output, Taegan Terry
tossed in 10 points, while Justin Farris scored
7, Ryder Johnson had 6, Colby Wood added
5, Cole Collinsworth scored 4 and Amare
Baptiste scored 1.
The Eagles built a 12-5 lead after one
quarter and expanded that to 24-13 by the
half.
Lindale took a 35-23 lead into the final
period.
The Pirates, under second year Head
Coach Jordan Bedford, finished third in
District 15-4A and this was their first post
season appearance in several seasons.
Lindale went on an impressive run to
finish up the second half of District 16-4A,
going 5-1 down the stretch to nail down the
No. 2 seed in the playoffs.
“We had to overcome some real challenges
this year, and I am grateful to the boys for
putting team over self and protecting our
program’s rich tradition,’’ said Head Coach
Chris Grotemat.
The Eagles finished up league play with
three straight victories – 46-35 over Henderson, 58-48 over Spring Hill and 52-32 over
Cumberland.
LINDALE 46,
HENDERSON 35 (OT)
The Lions were facing a must-win situation in order to reach the playoffs, but the
Eagles had other ideas and managed to hold
off the pesky Henderson bunch.
“(Henderson) is one of the toughest gyms
in which to compete in East Texas. There is
just something about the setup that makes it
so difficult to score,’’ Grotemat said.
The win clinched the Eagles’ fourth
straight playoff berth.
Despite some defensive mistakes in the
first period combined with several missed
shots, Lindale managed to find the right gear
before it got too late.
Grotemat singled out Justin Farris’ appearance off the bench to provide the offensive
jolt the team needed.
“Defensively (Farris) was active as well
and I think his spirit and general disposition
elevated the play of everyone on the floor,’’
the coach said.
Lindale held a precarious 19-16 lead at

the half with six players scoring one basket
apiece.
In the third period, Terry and Baptiste
combined for seven points which was all
the Eagles could muster. The cold shooting
continued into the fourth period with Lindale
making just one field goal in the opening
minutes.
But the Eagles clamped down on defense
to help keep the lead, but with just under a
minute left a basket gave the Lions a 31-29
lead.
Lindale then executed a timely out of
bounds play with Terry finding Smith on a
basket cut to tie the game, forcing overtime.
In the extra period, Lindale’s shooting
eye returned with Smith nailing a key three
pointer and Terry dropping in 8 of 10 from
the foul line.
“We escaped (with the win) but credit
our kids for finding a way to get it done on
a night where what could go wrong, did go
wrong,’’ Grotemat said.
LINDALE 58, SPRING HILL 48
The Eagles celebrated Senior Night with
a rousing win over the Spring Hill Panthers,
58-48, as Colton Widemon and Colby Wood
were strong on defense and the Lindale
offense scoring 20 points in the opening
period.
Smith knocked down three from behind
the arc and Terry scored two more threepointers to lead the attack.
In the third period, Wood scored eight
points to put the game virtually out of reach.
Masen Rainey and Farris were key contributors as well, while Will Hutchens and
Logan Dixon logged important minutes for
the Eagles.
“Our kids were exceptional,’’ Grotemat
said about the Senior Night showing. “It
was quite a difference from our game against
Henderson.’’
The coach praised the performance of
Ayden Pierson, who came off the bench as
well as Cole Collinsworth who contributed
key assists.
Smith even managed to bring the crowd
to its feet by concluding a fast break with a
slam dunk.
LINDALE 52, CUMBERLAND 32
Behind Wood’s 10 first half points and 12
combined from Collinsworth and Smith, the
Eagles took a 31-15 lead at the half enroute
to another district win.
“I was generally pleased with our effort,
but we missed some (easy baskets) at the rim
that could have helped create a little more
separation,’’ said Grotemat.
The coach was pleased with the team’s
overall defense, which forced 12 Cumberland turnovers in the first half.
“Rainey put together a really nice performance for us,’’ the coach said. “He’s going
to play a ton of minutes for us next year.’’

LINDALE HIGH SCHOOL
LADY EAGLES SOFTBALL
2022 SCHEDULE
DATE
OPPONENT
SITE
TIME
March 3-5
Rose City Classic
Tyler
TBA
March 8
Van
Home
6 p.m.
March 10-12 San Marcos Tourney
Away
TBA
March 15
Mabank
Home
6:30 p.m.
March 18
*Bullard
Away
6 p.m.
March 22
**Kilgore
Home
6 p.m.
March 25
*Spring Hill
Away
6 p.m.
March 29
*Chapel Hill
Away
6 p.m.
April 1
*Henderson
Home
6 p.m.
April 5
*Bullard
Home
6 p.m.
April 8
*Kilgore
Away
6 p.m.
April 12
*Spring Hill
Home
6 p.m.
April 14
*Chapel Hill
Home
6 p.m.
April 19
*Henderson
Away
6 p.m.
*District Games
**Senior Night
HEAD COACH: Meredith Grant; assistant Becky Daughtry; Junior Varsity
coach Brenna Thompson; assistant Kamryn Pilkinto

Lady Eagles win Lindale golf tourney
Kenzie McClenny fired an 18-hole total
of 80 to help the Lindale High School Lady
Eagles golf team capture its own tournament
recently at Garden Valley Resort.
The Lady Eagles, led by McClenny who
was runner-up medalist, carded a team
total of 371. Longview came in second
with a 402 and Whitehouse was third
with a 425.
Other members of the Lindale first-place
team were Kennedy Weesner (87), Julee
King (98), Preslee Pullin (106) and Lauren
Van Andel (109).
Kinley Pessel of Hallsville earned medalist honors with a 79. McClenny carded an 80
and won a playoff for second. Longview’s
Lauren Fisher was third, also with an 80.
Lindale Girls Golf Invitational
Date: Feb. 14
Garden Valley Resort & Golf Club,
Lindale
Individual Top 10 — 1, Kinley Pessel,
Hallsville, 79; 2, Kenzie McClenny, Lindale, 80; 3, Lauren Fisher, Longview, 80; 4,
Faith Ann Chinn, Spring Hill, 81; 5, Ken-

Spring Hill wins Lindale golf tourney
Runner-up medalist Carson Krans led
the Spring Hill High School Panthers’ boys
golf team to victory in the Lindale Gold
Invitational held at Garden Valley Resort
this past week.
Lindale entered an A team and a B team,
with the A team finishing 12th and the B
team finishing 16th.
Lindale’s A team posted a 382 team score,
with Bryce Covington firing an, 89; Tom
Bordelanne, 94; Tobin Phillips, 95; Jackson
Pullin, 104 and Abram Medders, 126.
For the B team, it carded a 463 with Crew
Goodson with a 102 total; Seth Marrow, 107;
Aidan Blanco, 120; Hunter Blankenship,
134 and Braden Lockhart, 140.
Spring Hill posted a 317 team score, while
Bullard was next at 325 and Spring Hill II
had a 357.
Mabank’s Jacob Steele placed first in the
Medalist standings with a 72. Krans was
second with a 76, while Bullard’s Eli Falls
was third with a 77.
Lindale Golf Invitational
Feb. 22
Garden Valley Resort &
Golf Club, Lindale
Individual Top 10 — 1, Jacob Steeler,
Mabank, 72; 2, Carson Krans, Spring Hill I,
76; 3, Eli Falls, Bullard, 77; 4, (tie) Cayden
Phillips, Sabine, 79; Luke Hurst, Spring
Hill I, 79; Brennan Ferguson, Spring Hill I,
79; 7, Kyle Schneider, Bullard, 80; 8, (tie)
Kaiden Schneider, Bullard, 83; Job Hammond, Whitehouse, 83; Peyton Vickers, New
Diana, 83; Mark French, Spring Hill I, 83.
Team Standings
Spring Hill I (317) — Carson Krans, 76;
Luke Hurst, 79; Brennan Ferguson, 79; Mark
French, 83; Nick Bodenheimer, 86.
Bullard (325) — Eli Falls, 77; Kyle
Schneider, 80; Kaiden Schneider, 83; Matthew Elliott, 85; Greyson Breedlove, 86.
Spring Hill II (357) — Nick Morton, 84;

Africa has profound influence on our East Texas landscape
By Greg Grant
Smith County Horticulturist
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
I love both cultural and horticultural history. Each February is African American
History Month, which is a good time to note
the plethora of our Southern influences from
Africa.
Although most Texas lawns are blanketed
with manicured modern turfgrasses today,
not long ago, bare dirt, swept yards were the
norm. Most authorities credit Africa with
their introduction into the South.
Whether it was for neatness, fire suppression, avoidance of livestock, or fear of
rodents and snakes, most rural homes and
cemeteries were once scraped bare of all grass
and weeds and raked or swept smooth with
home-made twig or grass brooms.
And long before plastic pink flamingos
dotted the vernacular landscape, one might
have found bottle trees gracing the front yard.
These early forms of Southern yard art have
their origins in Africa as well, where early

glass bottles were hung from trees to trap evil
spirits before they entered the home.
In Texas and the South, assorted bottles
were generally stuck on branches of dead
trees and later fence posts in the yard for
crude “stained glass” ornament.
But the greatest African impact on our
landscape is firmly rooted in our soil. As a
lifelong gardener, it’s almost impossible for
me to fathom an East Texas garden without
peas, watermelons, and okra, all native to and
originally domesticated in Africa.
Sorghum (syrup and grain) is also from

nedy Weesner, Lindale, 87; 6, Aly Navarro,
Whitehouse, 91; 7, Katelynn Henslee, Rusk,
93; 8, Emily Smith, Pine Tree, 95; 9, Julee
King, Lindale, 98; 10, Trista Volentine,
Brownsboro, 101.
Team Standings
Lindale (371) — Kenzie McClenny,
Lindale, 80; Kennedy Weesner, 87; Julee
King, 98; Preslee Pullin, 106; Lauren Van
Andel, 109.
Longview (402) — Lauren Fisher, 80;
Catherine Da Moude, 105; Neha Nirmal,
108; Lexie Cannon, 109; Isabella Nolte, 111.
Whitehouse (425) — Aly Navarro, 91;
Lily Ann Weissmann, 108; Layla Poole, 109;
Aubrey Wagner, 117; Jenni Bowman, 121.
Henderson (463) — Kyndall Burton, 112;
Kinsey Kersh, 113; Randi Goen, 114; Kate
Charlo, 124.
Brownsboro (466) — Trista Volentine,
101; Hailey Duke, 115; Chloe Cannady, 125;
Shaylea Pyle, 125; Adriana Gonzalez, 126.
Rusk (469) — Katelynn Henslee, 93;
Annie Beathard, 124; Addison Burton, 126;
Addison Filer, 126.

Africa as are raucous guineas that used to
populate many East Texas farmsteads. And
every time I watch someone bale hay, I can’t
help but remember that both the Bermudagrass and the cattle egrets gliding above are
from Africa as well.
So, when you tread on a Bermudagrass golf
green, you’re walking across Africa.
I bet very few gardeners realize that a rural summertime scene full of crinum lilies,
periwinkles, and castor beans are all heirloom
African introductions passed down by our
ancestors.
Geraniums, gladiolus, plumbago, airplane
plant, gerbera daisy, and of course African
violets are African natives as well. And we
certainly can’t forget coffee!
Even several of our Southern words are
African in origin including goober (peanut),
yam (sweet potato), jambalaya (ham rice),
and gumbo (okra). Remember, the next time
you order gumbo, if it doesn’t have okra in
it, it’s really not “gumbo.” You can thank
Africa for that. You can also thank Africa for
a heaping dose of our Southern roots as well.

Ryan McClain, 90; Kaiden Phelan, 91; Talan
Ferguson, 92; Corbin Broyles, 94.
Nacogdoches (357) — Landon Vardeman,
85; Kade Peterson, 85; Ben Bowser, 92; Alex
Shackelord, 95.
Mabank (359) — Jacob Steele, 72; Coy
McMannis, 94; Cash Teague, 94; Trent Donnell, 99; Nic Dunn, 117.
Sabine (360) — Cayden Phillips, 79;
Mason Bradshaw, 86; Caleb Cox, 91; Ainton
Perry, 104; Hunter Stuckley, 106.
Whitehouse (361) — Job Hammond,
83; Jack Lewis, 89; Adam Cox, 91; Liam
Jesidnek, 98; Luke Wood, 104.
New Diana (363) — Peyton Vickers,
83; Tyler Fox, 85; Dawson Windschitl, 92;
Sawyer Burns, 103.
Henderson (364) — Thomas Fielding, 89;
Jeremiah Coleman, 90; Conner Fabbiani, 92;
Chase Everitt, 93; Trey Pinnell, 101.
Van (366) — Cayden Mitchell, 86; Casey
Harmon, 88; Daniel Crim, 91; Justus Anderson, 101; Ryan Johnson, 116.
Paris (380) — Tyler Day, 89; Adam Clement, 91; Carson Day, 95; Hayden Bush, 105;
Erickson Mathieu, 110.
Lindale (382) — Bryce Covington, 89;
Tom Bordelanne, 94; Tobin Phillips, 95;
Jackson Pullin, 104; Abram Medders, 126.
Rusk (387) — Wade Williams, 84; Nash
Acker, 92; Jean Driver, 101; Mason Cirkel,
110; Aydne Wick, 115.
Brownsboro (399) — Grayson Delaney,
93; Payton Burkham, 93; Keaton Delaney,
94; Brady Hudler, 119; Luke Irwin, 138.
Brook Hill (408) — Noah Sandlin, 91;
Colton Richards, 99; Luke McNeel, 104;
Landon Mattox, 114; Aidan Mason, 123.
Lindale B (463) — Crew Goodson, 102;
Seth Marrow, 107; Aidan Blanco, 120; Hunter Blankenship, 134; Braden Lockhart, 140.
Kilgore (469) — Canon Gorman, 106;
Jayden Pyle, 118; Logan Deeks, 120; Cooper
Harrison, 125; Jackson Wright, 127.

Lady Eagles pound
Frankston, 22-2
The Lindale High School Lady Eagles softball team got off to a rousing
start to the season with a 22-2 rout of
Frankston this past week at the Lindale
Baseball and Softball Complex.
The Lady Eagles banged out 20 hits
in the victory, led by Darby Woodrum’s
two doubles while Elizabeth Watkins, Kayli Vickery and Libbi Rozell
chipped in with one double apiece.
In addition, Liliana Miller and
Woodrum collected three hits on the
night, while Rozell, Miller, Watkins,
Vickery and Emily Myers contributed
two hits apiece.
Vickery, Watkins and Myers also
knocked in three runs each.
On the mound, Woodrum allowed
an unearned run on three hits in three
innings of work with five strikeouts.
Addison Frazier came in to relieve
Woodrum, pitching two innings and
allowing a single run while striking
out three.
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LEGAL NOTICES

ESTATE SALE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for
the Estate of Jimmy Dale Bell, Deceased were issued on
the 15th day of February 2022, in Cause No. 46083P in the
County Court of Smith County, Texas, in Probate, to
Doris Elaine Bell.

ESTATE SALE – LINDALE
This one is TOO GOOD TO MISS!
2 Homes- 3 storage bldgs- More- Years of collectingBeautiful antique furniture, lamps, 3 curio cabinets, large
miniature shoe collections, large doll collection including
bride & Indian Vintage Troll Dolls, lots of jewelry, teapots,
outside furniture & other items, glassware, roosters, lots
of Christmas & seasonal, Cabin is LOADED with Vintage
Items
Physical address 18373 CR 498 Lindale, 75771
Take Hwy 16, go about 2 ½ miles past high school, turn
left on 498 (Legion Road), go 1 mile sale on left, follow
driveway (road) to the very back of the property,
lots of signs. Cash or local checks only
March 3-4-5,

All persons having claims against the Estate which is currently being administered are required to present same
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law to the
attorney for the Estate, Jennifer Turner Nichols,
Orgain Bell & Tucker, LLP,
470 Orleans, 4th Floor,
Beaumont, Texas 77701.
DATED this 16th day of February 2022.

8am-5pm

Doris Elaine Bell, Independent Executrix of the Estate of
Jimmy Dale Bell, Deceased

$1 (10p-6a) $3 (2p-10p) $2 (Dbl Wknd)

LVN’s *$1500 Sign on Bonus*

* C.N.A.’s * $500 Sign on Bonus *
Certified Medicaiton Aide 2p-10p
– Dietary Positions –

Contact Candy Janes, HR•Linda Mayhugh, Administrator

903-962-7595

1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140
EEOC/M/F/D/V

Huge Annual Garage Sale
Trinity Lutheran Church
2001 Hunter, Tyler
(off Golden Rd.)
Friday April 1 8 am - 5 pm &
Saturday April 2 8 am - 3 pm

All persons having claims against this Estate, which is presently being administered, are required to present them,
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law, and
before the estate is closed, addressed as follows:

Notice of Public Sale of property to satisfy landlord's lien.
Sale 9:00 AM-March 11th, 2022 – Lindale Storage West,
14623 CR 463, Lindale, Tx. Property will be sold to the
highest bidder for cash. Tenants : Charles Williams,
Constance Lee and Darla Patterson

Wellness & Rehabilitation
Shift Differentials

GARAGE SALE

“Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Testamentary
for the Estate of Connie Lea Lyles, Deceased, were issued
on January 15, 2019, in Cause No. 43402P, pending in the
County Court at Law of Smith County, Texas, to:
Justin Michael Lubbers.

Representative
Estate of Connie Lea Lyles
c/o Colby Berry
512 W. Hickory Street, Suite 100
Denton, Texas 76201.

COURY AILS

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
Beavers, Hog, Coyote trapping and all lake and wildlife management.
Wildlife Biologist Mark McDonald 903-569-7603

NEW BOOK LOCAL AUTHOR
“Parables of a Trapper”
Available on Amazon Kindle or
Open Altar Publishing
P.O. Box 1511
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-569-7603

NEED EXTRA CASH!!!???
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
I BUY RV S &
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
MOBILE HOME S
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
Travel Trailers l 5th Wheels
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
A n y w h e r e i n Te x a s ! ! ! A n y C o n d i t i o n ! ! !
Old/New !!!
Dirty or Clean !!!
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
I PAY CA$H
956-466-7001
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT
A FUEL REFUND
On January 18, 2022, Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO or
the Company), filed an Application with the Public Utility Commission of Texas
(Commission) to implement a fuel refund. This filing was made pursuant to the
Commission’s Final Order in Docket No. 50997, Application of Southwestern Electric
Power Company to Reconcile Fuel Costs. The filing affects only the fuel portion of the
rates charged by SWEPCO for electricity in Texas and has no effect on SWEPCO’s
non-fuel base rates. This application, if granted, will affect all Texas retail customers
who pay fixed fuel factors.
SWEPCO’s filing reflects a refund of $9.75 million as agreed to in the Unanimous
Stipulation and Agreement (Settlement Agreement) of the parties to and as directed by
Ordering Paragraph No. 3 of the final order in Docket No. 50997.
SWEPCO proposes that its retail customers be credited the refund through
factors to be applied to actual kWh usage of each customer during the month of
April 2022. Transmission voltage level, seasonal agricultural, Large Lighting and
Power Substation (LLP), and As-Available Standby (AAS) customers will receive a
specific dollar amount refund agreed to in the Settlement Agreement approved by the
Commission in Docket No. 50997. These refund amounts will be applied as a onetime bill credit also during the month of April 2022.
The effect of the refund on customer bills will vary depending on the rate schedule
under which they take service. Based on rates currently in effect, SWEPCO estimates
that under its proposed refund, a residential customer using 1,000 kWh would see a
decrease of $23.12, or 24.59%, during the refund month of April 2022 on his/her total
electric bill if the proposed refund is approved.
Persons with questions, or who want more information on this application, may
contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street, Shreveport, Louisiana 71101, or call toll-free
at 1-888-216-3523 during normal business hours. A complete copy of this application
is available for inspection at the address listed above.
Persons who wish to formally participate in this proceeding, or who wish to
express their comments concerning this application should contact the Public Utility
Commission of Texas, Office of Consumer Protection, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas
78711-3326, or call (512) 936-7120, or toll free at 1-888-782-8477. Hearing- and
speech-impaired individuals with text telephones (TTY) may call (512) 936-7136 or
use Relay Texas (toll free) at 1-800-735-2989. A request to intervene or for further
information should reference Docket No. 53093.

TexSCAN Week of
Feb. 27-March 5, 2022
ACREAGE

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup
power during utility power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions.
855-704-8579.

Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year
REAL ESTATE
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, GRAND OPENING LAND SALE! March
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.
5 & 6. 2 acres only $47,900. 2 acres & barndo shell just
$99,900*. SAVE THOUSANDS! High-speed internet,
ARROWHEADS
40 minutes – Gainesville. Excellent land financing. Call
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis,
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 877-333-8815, x.114 or BlackJackMeadowsRanch.com
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 *800SF, to-be built.
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end
MEDICAL
collector. Call 979-218-3351.
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
EMPLOYMENT
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proceJourdanton Police – Now Hiring Texas Peace Officers dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
– $2,500 sign-on incentive. TMRS Retirement, uniform plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
allowance, certification pay, 13 paid holidays, zero cost
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
health, insurance premium, FSA account, required
equipment provided, competitive salary, dental/ www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258
vision policy and more. For complete details contact:
ekaiser@jourdantonpd.net.

WANTED

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient.
Southeast Texas Boat, Sport & RV Show – March Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit
4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas. THE Place to buy RefrigerantFinders.com
your new Boat or RV! See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
Location! SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com.
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Golden Triangle Home & Garden Show –
March 4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas. Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty
EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME! See a multitude or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we
of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location! can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com.

EVENTS

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads
Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

NEED CASH FAST?

Sell your unwanted items in the Classiﬁeds. Call us at 903-882-8880
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Constable, deputies
indicted for theft while
serving eviction notice
A Smith County constable and two of his deputies have
been indicted by a county grand jury for the alleged theft of
cash, ammunition and other items while serving an eviction
notice in November 2021, county ofﬁcials said.
Precinct 1 Constable Curtis Traylor-Harris, former Pct.
1 Chief Deputy LaQuenda Banks and Pct. 1 Sgt. Derrick
Holman were arrested in November on charges of abuse of
ofﬁcial capacity, ofﬁcial oppression and property theft. All
bonded out of jail not long after their arrests.
The Smith County District Attorney’s ofﬁce conﬁrmed the
indictments this past Friday.
A third-degree felony, theft by a public servant can result
in a prison term of 2 to 10 years and a ﬁne of up to $10,000.
Ofﬁcial oppression is listed as a Class A misdemeanor.
If found guilty, a person could face a ﬁne of no more than
$4,000 and/or up to one year in a county jail.
The accused had their peace ofﬁcer licenses suspended
in early December, 2021 according to a spokesperson with
the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement, which means
Banks and Holman cannot work or have authority as peace
ofﬁcers.
The Smith County Commissioners Court reclassiﬁed Holman’s position after the suspension of his license.
TCOLE ofﬁcials added that the suspension did not remove
Traylor-Harris from ofﬁce and he still has authority as an
elected constable. Any removal proceeding would have to
take place at the county level.
Banks was terminated by the constable on Dec. 3, 2021

The three Smith County Constable ofﬁcers indicted this past week are, from left, Smith County Pct. 1
Constable Curtis Traylor-Harris, Pct. 1 Chief Deputy LaQuenda Banks and Pct. 1 Sgt. Derrick Holman.
Courtesy photo
Also, more than $750 in cash was reported missing, acas chief deputy.
According to an arrest afﬁdavit from November, 2021, cording to information from the afﬁdavit.
Included in the afﬁdavit was a statement from Texas
body camera footage allegedly shows Traylor-Harris,
Banks and Holman going through the residence of a Tyler Ranger Chris Baggett that he received a USB drive which
resident – who was receiving an eviction notice – while the contained body camera footage from Banks while in the
home.
occupant was away.
Traylor-Harris and the constable employees, while serving
In February 2021, the resident reported several items
were missing, including several watches, some .22 caliber the eviction notice, found drugs, drug paraphernalia, ﬁrearms
ammunition, some sunglasses as well as a safe containing and cash. Constable members they called Tyler police who
took over the investigation and arrested the tenant.
antique coins, military medals and a Social Security card.

TFS promotes prescribed fire benefits through grants
Texas A&M Forest Service awarded 81 recipients
grants to conduct prescribed
burns this year. For the 2022
ﬁscal year, the agency has
approved $522,950 in grant
funds to private landowners
in Texas with a goal to treat
18,250 acres.
Texas is a local government state and 95% private property-owned. This
means the management of
our state’s lands, trees and
forests—as well as the beneﬁts they provide—rests in
the hands of thousands of
Texans. Texas A&M Forest
Service builds the capacity
of landowners by providing
grants, including prescribed
ﬁre grants, to help them manage their lands.
Prescribed ﬁre is a strategic land management tool

that uses low-intensity ﬁre
on a specific area of land
to achieve set goals. More
than any other type of land
management tool, prescribed
ﬁre is the most efﬁcient and
effective for decreasing the
risk of catastrophic wildﬁre
by reducing hazardous fuels.
“Over time, leaves, twigs
and understory brush build
up in our landscape and increases wildﬁre risk,” said
Andy McCrady, Texas A&M
Forest Service Fuels Program
Coordinator. “By conducting prescribed fire, you’re
removing these hazardous
fuels from the landscape in a
safe and controlled manner.”
Beyond protecting communities from destructive
wildfires, prescribed fire
creates resilient landscapes;
encourages the growth of

native species; improves
soil health; creates open
forest conditions that allow
wildlife to travel and forage
more easily; minimizes the

SUBSCRIBE FOR JUST $35/

spread of pests, insects and
diseases; and gives ﬁreﬁghters a safe place to work
when wildﬁres do occur.
“Before Texas was fully
settled, wildﬁres occurred
in the natural landscape frequently, and our ecosystem
actually relied on wildﬁres
to remove the understory
of forests and other areas,”
said McCrady. “That’s why
it is so important to treat our
land with prescribed burns,
to help restore this normal,
natural and essential process
for the land.”
According to Texas A&M
Forest Service surveys,
an estimated 300,000 to
400,000 acres are treated
with prescribed ﬁre in the
state each year. Of those,
Texas A&M Forest Service
provides grant funding to
an average of 11,650 acres
annually.
With cost being a limiting
factor for many landowners
when it comes to managing
their land, these grants allow
reimbursement to landowners up to $30 per treated
acre. This can be signiﬁcant
support to landowners as
many prescribed burning

contractors cost between
$25 and $35 per acre.
Texas A&M Forest Service offers four grants to
landowners to complete prescribed ﬁres on private lands
across the state, each with
their own unique goals. For
residents in the Panhandle
and West Texas, the State
Fire Assistance for Mitigation – Plains Prescribed
Fire grant is available. The
remaining available grants
focus on East and Central
Texas and include the Community Protection Program
grant, State Fire Assistance
for Mitigation – Central
and East Texas grant and
Neches River and Cypress
Basin Watershed Restoration Program – Prescribed
Fire grant.
Depending on the grant,
applicants must submit their
application in July or September and are notified
of award money by late
December. Once contracts
are signed and burn letters
are given, the burns are
typically conducted from
January through March.
Prescribed ﬁre is not without its risks, so the grants are
awarded with many require-

ments and restrictions.
“While Texas A&M Forest Service has a robust
public land prescribed burn
program, we do not conduct
any of these prescribed
burns on private lands,” said
McCrady. “Landowners
typically do not personally
conduct the burns either, instead they hire licensed and
insured burn managers. We
manage the funding, make
sure each burn manager has
proper licensing, review
burn plans and monitor
the ecosystem that will be
burned.”
McCrady says that most of
the burn bosses conducting
these prescribed ﬁres are contractors and the grant programs
require them to be licensed
through the Texas Department
of Agriculture’s Certiﬁed and
Insured Prescribed Burn Manager Program.
“In Texas, prescribed
burning is often done in the
cool season and the following growing season, or the
spring, is when the property
will fully recover,” said McCrady.
For more information
visit https://tfsweb.tamu.
edu/PrescribedBurns/.

