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The Lindale High School’s “Pride of Lindale” Band has earned a back-to-back State 
title after winning the UIL State Military Marching Band Championship on Tuesday 
(Oct. 26) during the state competition at Pine Tree Stadium in Longview. 

“Congratulations to Mr. Moore, all of the Band Instructors, and the entire Eagle 
Band for winning the UIL Military Marching State Championship yesterday,” said 
Superintendent, Stan Surratt. “This is a back-to-back State Championship win for our 
band program. What a great achievement by our Eagles!”

The Lindale Band also recently received a Division 1 sweepstakes award at the region 
21 marching contest for the 47th consecutive year. 

“Pride of Lindale’’ marching band wins another state championship
This set the stage for the band to compete at the newly-created state event. The band 

program has been practicing for this competition since July. 
“To say that I am proud of these young men and women would be an understatement,” 

said Lindale Band Director, Steven Moore. “Their work ethic and attitude have been 
exemplary.  From day one, they bought into the principles and concepts we were trying 
to teach and improved each day. Their performances last night were the best of the year.”

There were five judges at the State competition, and they each had Lindale as 
the first place band, out of the five other districts that qualified for finals earlier 
in the day. 

District title 
showdown looms 
Friday vs. Kilgore

By Terry Cannon
Editor

Throughout this football sea-
son, Lindale High School Head 
Coach Chris Cochran and his staff 
have stressed the “next game is 
the most important game’’ mantra 
to their team.

This Friday’s District 9-4A 
encounter is the embodiment of 
that statement.

The Eagles will host Kilgore’s 
Bulldogs in a winner-take-all 
game that will decide the No. 1 
seed in the district. Like Lindale, 
Kilgore is 5-0 in league play 
after dispatching Athens 42-13 
last Friday.

Lindale, meanwhile, jumped 
on Palestine early and often and 
brought home a decisive 53-23 
win over the Wildcats. This 
brought the Eagles’ season record 
to 6-3 and 5-0 in district.

Kilgore is 8-1 on the year with 
its only loss coming to Class 5A 
Pine Tree, 42-27 in week three.

“It’s exciting for our kids and 
our coaches to be in this posi-
tion,’’ Cochran said about Friday 
night’s showdown with Kilgore. 
“This is what you strive for and 
is the result of all the work we’ve 
put in.’’

The Eagles’ current five-game 
winning streak was forged from 
a crucible-like pre-district sched-
ule which featured teams that 
currently have just three losses 
between them: Kilgore with two, 
Van with zero and Gilmer with 
just one.

“You always want to win all 
your games, but you don’t play 
for non-district,’’ Cochran said.

His club has stayed the course 
and he’s been impressed from the 
buy-in of all his players.

“Our kids have never wavered 
from week one to now,’’ he said. 
“We’ve told them to never look 
at the scoreboard or the stand-
ings and we have to believe in 
ourselves.’’

After reaching the state cham-
pionship game a year ago, Co-
chran knew his club would be in 
the crosshairs of every opponent, 
a fact that the Eagles have used to 
their advantage he said.

“We’ve had a target on our back 
all year but we’ve been able to use 
it the right way,’’ he said.

The team-first concept is alive 
and well with the Eagles, Cochran 
believes and can point to any 
place on the roster as proof.

“It’s been great to see our kids 
embrace the idea that there aren’t 
any superstars on the roster but 
we just keep getting better and 

Tori Buckley has been an an-
imal lover all her life, and she’s 
turning that passion into her 
profession.

 “It was a childhood dream to 
care for animals,” she said. “I’ve 
had too many horses over the 
years to even count. Right now, 
I have 14 horses and two cats.”

She heard about the Tyler 
Junior College Veterinary Tech-
nician program, which is housed 
at TJC North in Lindale, from one 
of her coworkers at a vet practice 
in Whitehouse.

 “My practice manager did 
this program a few years ago,” 
she said. “I was already a vet as-
sistant at the time, and he talked 
about the TJC program and how 
you can learn to do not just the 
assistant work, like cleaning ken-
nels and holding animals, but the 
actual vet tech work that is more 
involved.”

Buckley was accepted into 
the TJC program last fall. Each 
cohort goes through the entire 
two-year program together, cre-
ating a bonding experience for 
the students.

“It’s been much more than 
I imagined it to be,” she said. 
“We’re all really close friends 
now. I’ve made some of the best 
friends of my life here. It’s a 
pretty intense program with a lot 
of information to learn.”

Program director Dr. Louisa 
Schmid agrees on all counts.

 “I can’t stress enough about 
the breadth of what veterinary 
technicians do,” Schmid said. 

TJC Vet Tech program in Lindale proves popular with area students
“For example, today, one student 
just put in her first IV catheter 
and another one intubated the 
animal so it could go under gen-
eral anesthesia to be spayed. And 
while the animal is in surgery, 
they monitor vital signs such as 
pulse oximetry, end-tidal carbon 
dioxide and heart rate. Then, 
they will do vaccines afterward, 
except for rabies, which is done 
by a veterinarian. We also have 
a couple of animals having their 
teeth cleaned today. This job 
is part nurse, anesthesiologist, 
radiology tech, dental hygienist 
and lab technician.”

It’s a much more specialized 
and skilled profession than ever 
before, she said.

“You can’t just walk in off the 
street and do this,” she said. “In 
the past, this was a job that you 
could learn through on-the-job 
training. You would find someone 
in high school and start teaching 
them how to do kennel work and 
then bring them in and teach them 
how to do physical exams, etc.”

She continued, “It’s like medi-
cal school in two years, so we’re 
really feeding them Thanksgiv-
ing-meal portions of information. 
And once they finish our two-year 
program and earn their Associate 
of Science degree, they have to 
pass the national exam — and 
it’s a toughy.”

Schmid adds that the program 
is gaining even more relevance, 
due to a shortage of veterinarians, 
especially for large animals.

 “Vet practices need someone 

who can come in and be that 
extension of the veterinarian 
because it’s the only way that our 
large animal vets are going to be 
able to survive,” she said. “They 
need someone who can go out and 
do things because the vets can’t 
be everywhere at once or out on 
every farm every day.”

Besides tending to the physical 
needs of the animal, the students 
are also trained on how to com-
municate with their human coun-

terparts. “Of all the other tasks 
veterinary technicians do, one 
of their primary roles is public 
education,” Schmid said. “So, 
when someone brings in their 
new puppy, the tech is going to be 
talking about nutrition, behavior, 
parasites and possible zoonotic 
diseases. They really are effective 
in educating about public health 
issues and why it’s important to 
spay and neuter.”

Job prospects are very favor-

able, she said, adding, “We’ve 
had a couple of people recruit 
our graduates while they were 
working in other clinics, and 
one of the emergency clinics in 
Longview will be hiring three of 
our current students. There is a 
great need for skilled vet techs 
all over the place, and that need 
is continuing to grow.”

For more on the TJC Veterinary 
Technology program, go to TJC.
edu/VetTech.

TJC vet tech student Tori Buckley gives Peanut, a beagle mix, a thorough dental cleaning. 
The TJC program works with Lindale and Smith County animal shelters to provide care 
for their animals in exchange for practical experience for students.

Courtesy Photo

The Lindale Lady The Lindale Lady 
Eagles met up with the Eagles met up with the 
Pleasant Grove Lady Pleasant Grove Lady 
Hawks Tuesday night Hawks Tuesday night 

and when the dust and when the dust 
settled on the hard-settled on the hard-

wood, the Lady Eagles wood, the Lady Eagles 
were crowned Class 4A were crowned Class 4A 
bi-district champions!bi-district champions!

Congratulations!Congratulations!
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OPINION/EDITORIALOPINION/EDITORIAL
Suzanne Suzanne 
BardwellBardwell

…what you need to know
My Clark Kent sweetheart and I bought our first newspaper nine 

years ago on Nov. 1,  2012. I was teaching journalism at White Oak 
High School. Jim had previously served as publisher of the Gladewa-
ter Mirror for almost 20 years under corporate ownership. He knew 
what he would like to do and what he needed to do to make sure that 
the paper truly was the source for hometown news. He rolled up his 
sleeves and did just that.

I ‘retired’ early from teaching after finishing the 2013 Roughneck 
yearbook and my students winning everything but the kitchen sink 
at the national and state level. When I came to the paper I knew AP 
Style, photo composition and the rules for writing journalistically. 
What I didn’t know is what being the owner of hometown papers 
would come to mean to me.

Within a couple of years we had also bought the Lindale News & 
Times which Jim had also been publisher of under corporate owner-
ship. Jim’s goal was to keep LNT from closing and a year or so later 
we did the same with the White Oak Independent. I put my foot down 
when Jim tried to talk me into buying the Mt. Vernon Optic. My foot 
resulted in a 147-
year old newspaper, 
the county paper of 
record, closing. It 
broke my heart but 
we work 24/7 as it is 
and there is only so 
much gas left in this 
Girl Friday.

Here’s the thing 
about my journal-
ist hubby, the one 
who started the Daily 
Planet in elementary 
school, was on the 
staff of the Longview 
High School Lobo, 
the Kilgore College 
Flare, the East Texas 
State University East 
Texan and, well, you get the picture…he loves what he does and 
cherishes the role he plays.

Jim worked his way through college working for the Commerce 
Journal and the Sulphur Springs News Telegram. His claim to fame 
is that he covered the Dallas Cowboys in their glory days sitting by 
famed sportswriter Blackie Sherrod. You whippersnappers have no 
idea who that is do you? Look him up.

When asked what ‘we do’, I used to proudly say, “we own the 
Gladewater Mirror”. With three community newspapers my response 
is “our newspapers own us.” Jim didn’t set out to create a mini-print 
empire. His goal was to protect the communities the newspapers 
serve by keeping the papers open. Obviously, we aren’t rolling in 
dough. When you buy your ink by the barrel and your paper by the 
ton it gets mighty expensive. Some weeks the bottom line bleeds 
from black to red.

There are many historians, sociologists and political scientists who 
are concerned about the death of community newspapers because 
they are usually the only vetted source for information available 
to local stakeholders on tax rates and bond issues; city council and 
school board actions; Lion, Rotary and other service club activity; 
obituaries; sports news; festivals; city ordinances; utility fees; scouts; 

beautification efforts; homecomings; churches; and on and on and on.
Jim has a minor in history, my graduate degree is in American His-

tory. We can tell you that there is a reason that the press is the only 
privately owned business specifically protected in the Constitution of 
the United States of America. The founding fathers believed that the 
press was necessary as a part of the check and balance system. They 
believed that the press was a necessary element of democracy. Many 
of you will not want to hear that and that breaks my heart. Please try 
and remember that we all have to hear the hard things to sometimes 
do the right things. Also, many official looking online news sites are 
run by a guy in a dark room with an agenda.

There is a B-I-G difference in news and opinion. In print, the only 
place opinion is warranted is on the OP/ED page of the paper. Although 

a little hometown 
pride in sports and 
academic accom-
plishments is not 
a bad thing in my 
reporter’s notebook. 
With broadcast it is 
up to the viewer to 
know the difference 
between analysis 
tainted with opinion 
and the reporting of 
news. Maybe that 
is why newspapers 
still have credibility 
ratings that surprise 
most people.

But here’s the 
deal, where else 
could I work that 

would allow us to take football pictures on a Friday night, work to 
save a library, collect food in our office for the hungry, sponsor toy 
drives, create Red Ribbon activity books to address bullying, safety 
issues and substance abuse? The opportunities are endless when you 
become a part of a community through its newspaper and the power 
it wields. Clark Kent and I are country kids, who are now country 
‘seniors’ who claim three hometowns, plus the ones we were born 
in. That is pretty special.

I wouldn’t trade the last nine years for anything. I wouldn’t trade 
our readers, or our communities. In the summer of 1994 I was offered 
a job teaching journalism. It was out of my field. I had to take two 
grad courses and pass the EXCET to get certified and for the next 19 
years I learned as I taught. If anyone out there doesn’t believe there 
is a divine plan, I am living proof that there is.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for bringing us into your 
homes. If you want to keep these papers going, please subscribe. Give 
gift subscriptions and buy ads when you can or you may never know 
about your tax hikes, city ordinances or increases in water bills until it 
is too late. You might never know who won at UIL Band or academic 
competition. You might never know what high school athletes signed 
with colleges. You might never know what you need to know. 

Continued on Page 9
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Bears host Cardinals
7:30 p.m. 

Friday

Continued on Page 8

Bears drill Necks 48-14;
host Sabine Friday

By Beth McKamy
Seven Gladewater players combined to rush for 316 yards and 

the Bears drilled White Oak 48-14 Friday night at Roughneck 
Stadium. The win sets Gladewater up to play for the outright district 
championship against Sabine this Friday night. The Bears scored on 
six of their 10 possessions running at will and only being contained 
by penalties and a turnover. The Gladewater defense also got on the 
scoreboard when junior wide receiver Kollin Lewis intercepted White 
Oak’s QB Cayson Siegley (5/14/82/Int) and raced 73 yards for the pick 
six. The Roughnecks battled all night showing spurts of life rushing 
for 123 yards and keeping the Bear defense on high alert.

Gladewater got the opening kickoff but three straight illegal 
procedure penalties pushed the Bears back and gave them a 1st and 
25 at their own 34 yard line. Two incomplete passes by QB DJ Allen 
(2/8/37/TD) and a 2 yard run by Za Campbell (11/96/TD) brought out 
the punt team. A bobble on the snap sent punter Allen scrambling for 
his life and a loss of 12 yards. The Roughnecks took full advantage 
of the Bear miscue going 24 yards in six plays and scoring on a 
run by Dylan Creager (8/30/TD). The extra point by kicker Aven 
Whittington was good and White Oak led 7-0 with 8:28 left in the 
first quarter. It would be the only time the Roughnecks would lead 
or be close all game. 

The White Oak score would light a fire under the Bear offense. 
Gladewater would go on a four touchdown rampage. After a 24 yard 
return on the ensuing kickoff by Tyrone Maddox, Gladewater went to 
work on the ground,  churning out yardage and burning clock. Runs 
by Allen (9/64), Campbell and G’Braylon Polly (12/73/3 TDs) got the 
Bears to the Roughneck 5 yard line where Polly barreled in with the 
first of his three touchdowns. Kicker Jonathan Arreguin (6/7 PATS) 
was good on the extra point and the contest was tied with 4:12 left 
in the first quarter. 

The Roughnecks would try to get something going on their 
next possession taking advantage of Bear penalties but a sack by 
Gladewater’s Eli Kates and Zach Polanco for a loss of nine yards 
resulted in a second and 14 at the Bear 32. That would set up the pass 
that Bear defender Lewis would step in front of and take 73 yards 
to the house. Arreguin’s extra point was again right on target and 
Gladewater led 14-7 with 1:33 left in the first quarter.  

The Bears would waste no time getting the ball back as Kicker 
Ozzy Chavarria laid down another of his patented onside kicks that 
was caught in the air by Allen on the Bear sideline. Five plays later 
runningback Polanco (6/51/TD) hit pay dirt with a 5-yard run. The 
PAT  by Arreguin was good giving Gladewater a 21-7 lead with six 
seconds left in the opening quarter. After a three and out, highlighted 
by a  4-yard tackle for a loss by Bear’s defensive lineman Rajuan 
Johnson on the Roughneck Dee Williams (10/35/TD), Gladewater 
marched down the field to set up Polly’s second touchdown of the 
night, this one for eight yards and a three touchdown lead. In the 
only miss of the night for Arreguin, he hit a floater that looked like it 
was in slow motion as it struck the crossbar and bounced back into 
the field of play. 

With 7:29 left in the half Gladewater led 27-7. The Bear defense 
would once again step up on White Oak’s next series. The Roughnecks 
would charge down to the Bear 10 yard line but a five yard penalty 
would push them back to the 15 yard line. WO QB Siegley would 
run for eight yards and three yards giving the Roughnecks a third and 
goal at the Bear 5-yard line. Williams was stopped for no gain on third 
down and a sack by Kates would give the ball back to Gladewater 

Series Record- Bears 25  Sabine 0
First Meeting- 1986  Bears won 54-0
Last Meeting- 2020  Bears won 63-44 
Total Points in Series- Bears 1024  Sabine  252
Most Points in a Game- 107  2020  Bears won 63-44 
Fewest Points in a Game- 20  1994  Bears won 14-6
Largest Point Spread- 61   1991 Bears won  61-0
Closest Game- 2 Points 1997  Bears won 14-12
Shutouts- Bears have shutout Sabine 7 times 

Friday’s Scores 
Gladewater .48   White Oak  14

Tatum 56   Jefferson  20
New Boston 41  Atlanta  12

Sabine     Open

Friday’s Games
Sabine  at  Gladewater 
White Oak  at  Tatum 

Jefferson  at   New Boston 
Atlanta    Open

District 6 3A D1 Standings 
                                            Overall     District 
Gladewater  6-2          5-0
Sabine   6-2          4-0
Tatum   7-1          3-1
New Boston  5-3          1-3
Jefferson   4-4          1-3
White Oak  4-4          1-3
Atlanta   0-9          0-5

Gladewater vs Sabine By the Numbers 

Hannah Jean Henson reigned over the 84th East Texas 
Yamboree leading the Queen’s Parade on Saturday in 
Gilmer. She is a student at Harmony High School. Her 
cousin Stephanie Henson-Bunn and sister Savannah 
Henson Brenner are both past queens.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce Duchess Payton 
Haley waves to the crowd in Saturday’s Queen’s Parade 
held in downtown Gilmer.  

Yamboree Duchess Mia Rust represented Union Grove 
in the Yamboree including Saturday’s Queen’s Parade in 
downtown Gilmer.  

2020 83rd Yamboree Queen Carleigh Judd and her court 
had a limited pageant experience because the COVID-19 
pandemic canceled the annual October event. The 
cancelation was the first since World War II. The young 
ladies vying to be queen raised a record $441,950 before 
the pandemic shutdowns. Eventually a limited pageant 
coronation was moved to March 6, 2021 for a scaled 
back version of the Queen’s typically week long event 
celebration.  

G ladewater  ISD Asst . 
Supt. Dr. J. Cliff Lightfoot 
has been named the lone 
finalist for the Lexington ISD 
superintendent’s position. 
Lightfoot will replace Dr. 
Tonya Knowlton, who took 
the superintendent job at   
Community ISD. Lightfoot 
joined the Gladewater ISD 
staff in 2017. Courtesy Photo

City Council 
approves 

water project
By Jim Bardwell

In an effort to improve the 
city’s water, the Gladewater City 
Council voted Thursday night 
to spend $1.4 million on three 
projects.

Using money from a grant and 
not local tax dollars, the city will 
pay $158,760 to install raw water 
monitoring at the lake water intake 
station. That will allow the city to 
take in water from various  levels 
when needed and address Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality requirements. The project 
will bring in better water to the 
water treatment plant, resulting 
in better water going out with less 
chemicals added.

The city will also spend 
$178,416 from the grant for 
filter valve improvements and 
$285,768 for chemical feed and 
storage improvements. This will 
address any future cold weather 
issues like those encountered 
during the severe winter storm.

The council chose to put off 
for now the biggest ticket item - 
$2,916,648 - to address a sludge 
lagoon problem at the water plant.

In other business the council:
l Approved an agreement with 

Gregg County for support of Lee 
Public Library with a $6,000 
donation.

l Approved the Gladewater 
Mirror as the official newspaper 
for the City of Gladewater for 
fiscal year 2022

l  R e v i e w e d  e a c h  c i t y 

By Suzanne Bardwell
A GISD technology upgrade 

for the installation of interactive 
BenQ boards was approved 
for Weldon Elementary, GMS 
and GHS for $40,525 at last 
week’s school board meeting 
6-0 with trustee Jeff Cook 
absent. The board also voted 
unanimously to approve a budget 
amendment for the purchase 
of GHS athletic uniforms for 
$10,500. The purchase is a fund 
balance requirement that is a part 
of GISD’s 5-year plan that sees 
the rotation of uniform purchase. 
This buy will include purchase 
for boys and girls soccer teams, 

GISD tech/athletic updates approved
boys basketball and softball 
travel uniforms.

After a presentation by district 
athletic director Scott Clower 
the purchase of a utility vehicle 
was also approved not to exceed 
$10,500. The AD reports that 
with the stadium track upgrade 
it is necessary to purchase a 
different kind of vehicle to 
protect the district’s investment 
in the improvements. 

“We need to maintain the turf 
without damaging the new track,” 
Clower said. “I may have found 
us a deal.”

Clower is investigating the 
purchase of a loaner John Deere 

gator used by Stephen F. Austin 
University’s athletic department 
for a brief time, as well as 
gathering information on other 
options.

During reports Clower said that 
the athletic facility renovations 
continue with work beginning 
on the tennis courts to get them 
ready for tournament play, as well 
as the track after the last district 
football game. He also said that 
the final improvement to be made 
at GHS’ Bill Waters gymnasium 
would be the installation of wall 
padding this week. He reported 
that new baseball and softball 

Continued on Page 9

84th Yamboree celebrated
BY PHILLIP WILLIAMS

GILMER--Winners of the 79th annual East Texas Yamboree’s 
essay and poetry contests for Upshur County schoolchildren were 
recognized last Thursday afternoon at the festival’s annual All Service 
Club Luncheon. 

Winners of the contests, and their school districts, were as follows:
Division A (grades 4-5)--Briza Lopez of Ore City, essay; Brynn 

Richardson of Ore City, poetry.
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TxDOT launches online public survey for I-20 study, Dec. 10
TYLER – As part of the I-20 Texas 

Corridor Study, the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) is requesting 
public input through an online survey. The 
survey asks respondents to weigh in on their 
transportation priorities for I-20, their points 
of interest along the corridor, and issues or 
opportunities that should be addressed.

TxDOT’s Freight, Trade, and Connectivity 
Section of the Transportation Planning and 
Programming Division is conducting the I-20 
Texas Corridor Study to identify multimodal 
needs and prioritize improvements that 
facilitate the movement of people and goods 
from east to west Texas. The study area 
spans along I-20 from the I-10 junction in 
Reeves County to the Texas/Louisiana state 
line, a distance of 635 miles. Findings and 
recommendations from the study will be 
used to help guide the future of the I-20 
Corridor.

“This is the first time TxDOT has taken 
a comprehensive look at the whole I-20 
corridor. 

Corridor Study
From I-10 in Jeff Davis County 

to the Texas/Louisiana State Line

I-20 Corridor Study Fact Sheet | June 2021

20

Key Considerations
The study will consider a number of issues, needs and improvements, including but not limited to the following: 

Project Fact Sheet

Study Purpose Identify multimodal needs and prioritize improvements that facilitate the 
movement of people and goods along the corridor.

The I-20 Corridor Study was initiated by the Texas 
Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Transportation 
Planning and Programming Division (TPP) as a long range, 
holistic review of this nationally significant interstate 
corridor. Findings and recommendations will assist in 
guiding the future of the I-20 Corridor. 
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Kids love the magic of Halloween, but many communities 
canceled their celebrations in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. So, is it safe to trick-or-treat this year? 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director 
Rochelle Walensky, in a recent interview,  said yes, but 
families still should use caution. The CDC also updated 
its holiday safety tips, applicable to all of the upcoming 
holidays.

Of course, Halloween costume and traffic safety 
measures still apply for trick-or-treaters.

Costume Safety
To help ensure adults and children have a safe holiday, 

fda.gov has compiled a list of Halloween safety tips. 
Before Halloween arrives, be sure to choose a costume 
that won’t cause safety hazards.

l All costumes, wigs and accessories should be fire-
resistant

l If children are allowed out after dark, fasten reflective 
tape to their costumes and bags, or give them glow sticks

l Opt for nontoxic Halloween makeup over masks, 
which can obscure vision; always test makeup in a small 
area first to see if any irritation develops

l Remove all makeup before children go to bed to 
prevent skin and eye irritation

When They’re on the Prowl
Here’s a scary statistic: Children are more than twice 

as likely to be hit by a car and killed on Halloween than 
on any other day of the year. Lack of visibility because of 
low lighting at night also plays a factor in these incidents.

l Keep these tips in mind when your children are out 
on Halloween night:

l A responsible adult should accompany young children 
on the neighborhood rounds

l If your older children are going alone, plan and review 
a route acceptable to you

l Agree on a specific time children should return home
l Teach your children never to enter a stranger’s home 

or car
l Instruct children to travel only in familiar, well-lit 

areas and stick with their friends
l Tell your children not to eat any treats until they return 

home, and take care to avoid any food allergies
l Children and adults are reminded to put electronic 

devices down, keep heads up and walk, don’t run, across 
the street

Safety Tips for Motorists
NSC offers these additional safety tips for parents – and 

anyone who plans to be on the road during trick-or-treat 
hours:

l Watch for children walking on roadways, medians 
and curbs

l Enter and exit driveways and alleys carefully
l At twilight and later in the evening, watch for children 

in dark clothing
l Discourage new, inexperienced drivers from driving 

on Halloween

Simple Steps for 
an Extra Safe 

Halloween

Gov. Abbott signs dog tethering bill after 
vetoing similar proposal over the summer

Texas Tribune
After vetoing a similar measure over the summer, 

Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday signed into law a 
bill that makes the unlawful restraint of a dog a 
crime in Texas.

The bill, which passed during the Legislature’s 
third special session of the year, will take effect 
on Jan. 18, 2022.

Animal advocates have called for this legislation 
for several legislative sessions, criticizing the 
existing statute’s lack of enforcement. The Texas 
Humane Legislation Network in 2015 found that 
not a single prosecution had been made under 
the law over the previous two years. But in his 
original veto statement, Abbott said Texas was 
no place for such “micro-managing” and “over-
criminalization.”

Months after his veto, Abbott added the issue 
to the agenda for the third legislative session that 
began last month.

The measure is not too dissimilar from the 

version vetoed by Abbott over the summer, though 
it more clearly outlines the proper treatment of a 
tethered dog. Advocates for the legislation told The 
Texas Tribune in September that the minor changes 
made between the vetoed version and this proposal 
do not impact the bill’s purpose.

The law bans chains or heavy weights as 
restraints. Dog collars must be made of “material 

specifically designed to be placed around the 
neck of a dog,” though it does not specify 
which materials. Restraints must also be no 
shorter than five times the dog’s length. The 
law also says dogs must have shelter from 
“inclement weather,” which includes “rain, 
hail, sleet, snow, high winds, extreme low 
temperatures, or extreme high temperatures.”

The bill was approved by wide margins 
in the House and Senate but received some 
opposition from rural legislators, who 
expressed worry that it would make it harder 
to restrain guard dogs or animals on ranches.

Advocates told the Tribune in September 
that the issue would not have gotten further 
attention without the pushback over the veto.

“If there was no outcry … it would still 
be something that we’d be planning on 
working on next legislative session,” Jamey 
Cantrell, president of the Texas Animal Control 
Association, told the Tribune last month.

By Karson Lott
Many long, tiring nights on the black top and 

rough performances on fields much worse than 
the one in front of them now, led them to this 
moment. They hear the drum major’s whistle and 
begin to march ahead hearing the announcer’s voice 
boom over the speaker. This is their time to show 
everyone what they can do.

After advancing from regionals last Tuesday, 
the Regimand of Roughnecks will traveled to Pine 
Tree High School to compete in the UIL Military 
Marching Competition Wednesday.

After a few minor mess ups at region, the band 
members are sure they can perform better at state 
and know what they need to do to improve.

 “Our playing is getting better and for marching, 
we just need to stay in line,” junior Levi Wright 
said. “By Wednesday we will be 100 percent ready, 
the small details are all we have to fix.”  There have 
also been last minute injuries and holes in the drill 
to fill before the contest. 

“Having holes in the drill makes everything 
much more stressful, especially because state is so 
close,” drum major Chloe Bates said. “It puts a lot 
of pressure on Mr. Steele to fill the holes. It puts a 
lot of pressure on the people who are put in a new 
spot, and it puts a lot of pressure on the people 
marching around them.”

At the region contest, the judges had a few 
corrections for the band to make before competing 
at state, one of them being that the baritone solo 
needed to be raised an octave.

“I feel very appreciative and thankful for the fact 
that Mr. Steele has trusted me with such a crucial 
role in our march,” senior soloist Cason Wells said. 
“I have been running my solo in a higher register 
since last week, which hasn’t been as challenging 
as I thought it would be considering it’s only been 
a week.”

Last year, UIL separated the military band and 
the core band competitions to give both types of 
marching bands a more fair competition. 

“This time at state is definitely going to be 
different from the last time we went,” head 
majorette Lizzy Bueno said. “We aren’t going down 

Band advances to the State Military Marching Contest

to the AlamoDome, which is disappointing but I’m 
excited to have the opportunity to compete at state 
twice. I think we have a much better chance of 
winning now that it is just military bands.”

The change in competition has left band director 
Jason Steele very confident in the band’s ability 
to medal. 

“This year’s band could end up being a lot cleaner 
than what I’ve had in the past,” Steele said. “If they 
just believe and perform, we have a good chance 

of winning” 
The students also have high hopes for the 

competition.
“We know going into the competition that 

we are one of the better bands, so we expect 
nothing less than to win, which is a lot of 
pressure,” Bueno said. “I think the band 
as a whole needs to continue to work on 
spacing and we’ll have an even better shot 
of placing.”

The Regiment of Roughnecks Band will be competing Wednesday in state 
competition at Pine Tree High School in the military band competition.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell
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Are They in Good Hands?
We can help you with that answer.

Continued on Page 2

By Terry Cannon
Editor

With a playoff spot secured, Lindale High School’s coaches hit the 
road this past bye week and did some scouting in preparation for the 
final two weeks of the District 9-4A season.

The Eagles will travel to Palestine on Friday to take on the Wild-
cats then host the Kilgore Bulldogs on Nov. 5 to conclude the league 
schedule.

Four straight district wins – over Mabank, Chapel Hill, Henderson 
and Athens – put the Eagles in a position to play for at least a share 
of the district championship providing they defeat Palestine.

While it might be natural for a team to look past one opponent to 
mentally prepare for a potentially bigger game down the road, Eagles’ 
Head Coach Chris Cochran made it a point this week to keep his team 
focused on Palestine.

“This is a big game because it’s the next one,’’ he said. “Our guys 
had a good bye week, they worked hard and we were able to get some 
people healed up and get their legs underneath them.’’

Palestine, 46-29 winners over Athens last Friday, comes into the 
contest with a 3-2 district record and, according to Cochran, is on an 
upward course.

“They’ve gotten better each week,’’ he said. “Coach (Lance) Angel 
is a first class guy and he’s always going to do things the right way.’’

Cochran is confident his club’s preparation will result in the Eagles’ 
fifth league victory.

“I feel like we’ll play harder than (Palestine) for four quarters,’’ 
he said. “That’s always the goal, regardless of who we are playing. I 
think our kids are going to embrace the opportunity to get it done.’’

While qualifying for the playoffs was a focus of the coaches and 

players before the season, simply getting to the postseason wasn’t the 
main goal. Winning another district title and making another long run 
in the state playoffs has been stressed since the steamy, sweaty days 
of summer practices.

A stiff pre-district schedule proved to be a positive experience, 
despite a 1-3 record against foes such as Kaufman, Pine Tree, Van 
and Gilmer. 

Cochran is a believer that iron sharpens iron and felt by scheduling 
quality opponents prior to the district campaign would prepare his 
club for the rigors of a competitive district race.

After eight weeks of competition, the Eagles have shown a balance 
that has flummoxed opponents. 

Offensively, quarterback Sam Peterson is playing at an All-District 
level with 1,557 yards passing and 484 yards rushing. He’s thrown 
for 17 touchdowns and run for three more.

A balanced running attack features six backs, each capable of 
ripping off five to 10 yards a carry. Sophomore Patrick Daniels leads 
the group with 584 yards on 117 carries. Kasey Villareal, who was 
slowed with a foot injury earlier this year, has rushed for 227 yards 
on 55 carries. Judson Long (16 rushes for 73 yards), Nashad Lee (15 
for 82) and Clint Thurman (13 for 110) have added to the balance.

Peterson’s passing targets have been consistent as well. Evan Alford 
leads the way with 35 catches for 540 yards and four touchdowns. 
Jacob Seekford has 23 catches for 464 yards and four TDs while Cody 
Swaim has added 24 receptions for 228 yards and three touchdowns.

On the other side of the ball, junior defensive back Brett Maya 
has swiped three passes and has 19 solo tackles. Senior defensive 
lineman Colton Widemon has 17 solo tackles with nine of those 
being for losses.

LINDALE’S FOCUS IS CLEAR:
WIN OUT AND GRAB NO. 1 SEED

Lindale takes on Palestine Friday;
Kilgore Bulldogs arrive on Nov. 5

Lindale High School sophomore running back Clint Thurman takes off on another long gainer against Athens recently 
during the Eagles’ 64-29 victory. Lindale travels to Palestine Friday for another District 9-4A contest.
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By Terry Cannon
Editor

For the first time in nearly two 
decades the Lillie Russell Memo-
rial Library has a new director, 
but won’t be changing direction.

Shannon Reid, a native Texan 
who was lured to Lindale from 
Arkansas, has taken over from 
longtime director Carrie Custer 
and understands the value of the 
library to the community.

“I am so grateful to be here and 
meeting everyone,’’ she said. “It’s 
been wonderful seeing how this 
library plays such a big part in our 
community.’’

A Waskom native, Reid recent-
ly served as director of the library 
in West Fork, Ark., a small town 
in the scenic northwest portion 
of the state.

“(Both cities) are similar,’’ she 
said. “They are growing and are a 
type of hub for the community.’’

In addition to her director duties 
in West Fork, Reid was also the 
children’s librarian, while over-
seeing the library’s renovation and 
construction project which added 
square footage to the facility.

While there, she took continu-
ing educational classes from the 
Arkansas State Library.

Education and books have 
been a normal part of her life as 
several members of her family are 
teachers. Reid earned a bachelor’s 

degree in communications from 
Stephen F. Austin State Univer-
sity in Nacogdoches.

While living in Austin, she 
found rewarding work at a chil-
dren’s museum and interestingly 
enough, also worked for the 
reality television show Storage 
Wars Texas, which appeared on 
the A&E Network from 2011 to 
2014. Reid feels this experience 
helped her with future endeavors.

“The skills I learned (on the 
show) transferred a bit to what I 
would wind up doing,’’ she said.

After the TV experience she 
found a job with the Thinkery 
in Austin, a children’s muse-
um which provides play-based, 
hands-on learning.

A 40,000 square foot facility, it 
has indoor and outdoor activities 
designed to help children and 
families learn while they play.

During this time, she took 
library science courses which 
should serve her well as Lindale 
and the library grow.

“I know Lindale has been 
growing rapidly and we are 
already talking about what the 
library may look like in five to 
10 years as Lindale continues to 
grow,’’ she said. “I am eager to 
learn about the library history and 
meet our patrons so I can know 
what our common needs are in 
this community.’’

New Lindale librarian ready 
to continue positive 

connection to community

New Lillie Russell Memorial Library Director Shannon 
Reid is getting acclimated to her new job and the Lindale 
community.

Photo by Terry Cannon

North East Texas Health officials have announced booster doses for 
the Moderna, Johnson & Johnson and Pfizer vaccines are available 
for residents of the area.

“There are now booster doses approved for all three available 
COVID-19 vaccines,” says George Roberts, NET Health CEO. “Vac-
cination remains the best way to protect yourself from COVID-19 and 
to reduce the spread of the virus in all our communities.” 

COVID vaccines are being provided by NET Health at the Majesty 
Event Center, located at 900 West Bow Street. 

The clinic is open 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., Monday through Fri-
days. Parking is accessible from North Palace Avenue.   

NET Health announces COVID booster shots now available
For anyone who has yet to receive their first COVID vaccine, anyone 

between the ages of 12 - 17 can only receive the 2-Dose Pfizer vaccine. 
Anyone over the age of 18 years and older can receive the 2-Dose 

Pfizer vaccine, the 2-Dose Moderna vaccine, or the 1-and-done J & 
J vaccine.

For individuals who previously received the 2-dose Moderna or the 
2-Dose Pfizer vaccine who are in one of the three categories above, 
booster shots are also recommended for those who were vaccinated 
at least 6 months ago.

For individuals who previously received the 1-Dose Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine, booster shots are also recommended 

for those who were vaccinated at least 2 months ago. 
Dr. Rochelle P. Walensky, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, endorsed the CDC’s recommendation for a 
booster shot of COVID-19 vaccines in certain populations.  

Authorization from the Food and Drug Administration’s along with 
CDC’s recommendation allows individuals who received the 1-Dose 
J & J, the2 -Dose Pfizer, or the 2-Dose Moderna vaccine to become 
eligible for a booster shot after their initial series. 

These groups are eligible to receive a booster dose of their preferred 
COVID vaccine:

View more profiles @
www.facebook.com/texasbankandtrust

MEMBER FDIC

Texas Bank and Trust celebrates the twelfth anniversary of the Lindale Student Board of Directors, recognizing 
outstanding seniors from Lindale High School who have demonstrated academic excellence, leadership, and a 
commitment to community service. We are proud to introduce the following members of the 2021-2022 Student Board. 
View more profiles @ www.facebook.com/texasbankandtrust.com

McKINLEIGH EVANS is the daughter 
of Ashley Wallace and Jared Evans. 
She is a member of the National 
Honor Society, varsity volleyball team, 
and the Ready, Set, Teach program. 
Outside of school, McKinleigh is a 
participant in the Catalyst program 
at Grace Community Church. 
McKinleigh believes she is impacting 
the world by working with a group 
of students in the teaching program 
and creating bonds with each of 
them. She plans to attend Tyler 
Junior College and study teaching 
and education. McKinleigh’s future 
goals include working as a junior 
high school teacher. 

OWEN WATKINS is the son of Jennifer 
Green and James Watkins, Jr. He is 
a member of the National Honor 
Society, Future Farmers of America, 
and the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. Outside of school, Owen is 
a member of the Catalyst program 
at Grace Community Church and a 
volunteer with the American Cancer 
Society. Owen believes he is impacting 
the world by showing positivity and 
kindness to everyone he meets. 
He plans to attend Tarleton State 
University and study wildlife, fish and 
wetlands science and management. 
Owen’s future goals include running 
his own business. 

EMILY MYERS is the daughter of 
Chasity and Ronnie Myers. She is 
a member of the Star Stepper drill 
team, student council, and the varsity 
softball team. Outside of school, Emily 
enjoys playing softball, dancing, 
and doing anything outdoors. She 
believes she is impacting the world 
by seeking opportunities to make 
others smile or laugh. She plans 
to attend Tyler Junior College and 
study sonography. Emily’s future 
goals include pursuing a career in the 
medical or sports medicine fields as a 
sonographer or nurse.

Outstanding High School Seniors Who Make A Difference!

Council addresses 
TIF Zone extension

By Terry Cannon
Lindale City Council members worked through a brief and routine 

agenda Tuesday night (Nov.2) at city hall. 
Among the agenda items discussed, council members were ap-

praised of the status of the Tax Increment Financing Zone (TIF) No. 
2 by City Manager Carolyn Caldwell.

The council approved starting the process to extend the TIF.
There are two TIF Zones within the city’s purview. TIF No. 2 covers 

263 acres to the north and south of Interstate 20 and Harvey Road, 
while TIF No. 3 is the downtown Lindale area.

TIF No. 2 includes the Lindale Industrial Park as well as the Lindale 
Business Park and surrounding properties.

Taxing entities use TIF’s to finance public infrastructure improve-
ments in the zone. Taxes generated by the development are then used 
to repay the funds.

Improvements can also be paid for upfront by the developers of 
the property then repaid to the developer through taxes generated by 
the development.

Other agenda items included:
l A contract for the city’s bank depository was approved. Texas 

Bank and Trust was the only bidder for the contract, said City Finance 
Director David Craft. He recommended keeping TB&T as the city’s 
depository for another three- year term. Craft said the city’s relation-
ship with the bank has always been a beneficial one.

l The city’s 2021 tax roll was approved. 
l Approval of closing in the carport at the Kinzie House, which is 

the building used by the Lindale Area Chamber of Commerce. LACC 
CEO and President Shelbie Glover said closing the carport was needed 
because the chamber was short of storage space. 

l Approval of the amended Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
plan and the corresponding resolution.

l Cancelling the Dec. 21 city council meeting. 
l Approval of a movie in the park following the Christmas Parade. 

Officials with the Lindale Parks Board want to have the movie shown 
in Darden Harvest Park instead of the main stage, Caldwell said. 
Council members were shown clips from a recent, animated “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas” as well as “Elf” starring Will Ferrell. 

Council members opted for “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” to 
be shown in the park.

 

A tree which fell over due to high winds on Thursday, Oct. 28 
was responsible for the death of 11-year-od Rustan Wood of Tyler, 
who was riding a go-cart on the property in the 12000 block of State 
Highway 110 North, Smith County Sheriff’s Office spokesman Larry 
Christian said.

Deputies as well as Precinct 5 Constable Jeff McClenny, units from 
the Lindale Volunteer Fire Department and paramedics with UT Health 
EMS arrived on the scene at approximately 3:30 p.m.

Smith County Precinct 5 Justice of the Peace Jon Johnson pro-
nounced the youngster dead at the scene. Authorities confirmed he 
was killed by the wind-blown tree.

Wind-blown tree kills 
Tyler youngster
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Kids today are really missing quality play time
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We invite you to come worship with us!
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No job too big or too small - we do them all! No job too big or too small - we do them all!   

ballenasr61@gmail.com ballenasr61@gmail.com 

903-570-8214  ~ 903-638-9927903-570-8214  ~ 903-638-9927  

Terry CannonTerry Cannon
EditorEditor

2nd Annual

Hosted by Lindale Custom Jeeps 
806 N Main Lindale

A couple of news items for 
your half-dollar:

The first comes from South 
America and if you squint a bit 
and read between the lines it 
might seem somewhat familiar.

A couple of weeks ago, the 
Senate in Brazil recommend-
ed President Jair Bolsonaro be 
charged with crimes against 
humanity and other related mis-
deeds for allegedly mishandling 
the country’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and play-
ing a part in the country having 
the world’s second-worst pan-
demic death rate.

The proposal was submitted 
by Sen. Renan Calheiros to other 
lawmakers who during the past 
year have investigated the gov-
ernment’s management of the 
pandemic.

Yet, and here’s the rub, the de-
cision to file most of the charges 
will be up to a Bolsonaro appoin-
tee and ally.

Bolsonaro (here’s where things 
begin to see erringly familiar) 
has consistently downplayed the 
COVID-19 threat while spouting 
misinformation, including un-
proven treatments and ignoring 
health guidelines such as mask 
wearing and restrictions on public 
gatherings.

Brazil has suffered more than 
600,000 COVID-related deaths.

Calheiros, in his 1,200 page 
report, charged the president 
with misuse of public funds and 
crimes against humanity and 
accused him of being a charlatan 

and inciting crimes.
Bolsonaro touted “early treat-

ment drugs’’ such as the an-
ti-malarial medication hydroxy-
chloroquine which prompted the 
committee to label this action as 
“practically the only government 
policy to fight the pandemic.” 

Bolsonaro has consistently 
labeled the Senate investigation 
as political while being an instru-
ment to undermine him.

The far-right Bolsonaro has 
denied any wrongdoing.

“We know we are not to blame 
for anything. We know we did 
the right thing from the very first 
moment,” he said.

Prosecutor-General Augusto 
Aras said, once received, the 
report would be carefully stud-
ied. There’s no way of knowing 
whether Aras would charge Bol-
sonaro with any crimes, officials 
have said, or if there were any 
legal grounds to do so.

All of which sounds pretty 
familiar to me.

---
For those of you who thought 

Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
wasn’t really serious about pay-
ing a bounty for evidence of 

“fraud’’ in the 2020 election, 
here’s some interesting news.

Patrick, a die-hard supporter 
of the defeated 45th president, 
announced within a week of that 
election loss he had put aside 
$1 million to be paid as “fraud’’ 
bounties to anyone finding such 
“fraud’’ anywhere, because as 
we’d heard quite a bit since that 
November, 2020 day, the elec-
tion was “rigged’’ by nefarious 
no-goodniks.

Concerning Patrick’s “boun-
ty,’’ most thought “hoo-boy, that’s 
quite a bit of change, but he’ll 
never pay up.’’

Ha! You doubters were so 
wrong!

Turns out, a Pennsylvania man 
is $25,000 richer thanks to the 
bounty fund from Patrick. 

Poll worker Eric Frank spotted 
illegal voting in his Pennsyl-
vania precinct and reported the 
cheater to authorities. This led 
to a conviction and armed with 
this evidence, Frank contacted 
Patrick’s office which sent him 
the $25,000.

There’s been a conspicuous 
lack of comment coming from 
Patrick’s office on this case for 

one very good – and ironic – 
reason. The voting fraudster was, 
yep, you guessed it, a Republican.

Ralph Thurman, a 72-year-old 
Republican, was seen by Frank 
casting two votes on Election 
Day, one for himself and one for 
his son.

According to The Philadelphia 
Inquirer five cases of voter fraud 
have been prosecuted in Pennsyl-
vania in connection with the 2020 
election, four of which involved 
Republicans.

Frank didn’t think he’d see any 
cash from Patrick, because as 
we should be aware, outrageous 
promises are made all the time.

Or as Frank put it, “People go 
on social media and say stuff all 
the time.’’

Yes, yes they do.
Will Patrick’s office be pay-

ing off a lot more in the future? 
Not likely, says Rice University 
political scientist Mark Jones, 
who said voter fraud takes place 
in many elections but not to the 
extent to influence the outcomes.

Jones added Patrick was hop-
ing to reveal widespread voter 
fraud among Democrats and the 
type found by Frank don’t adhere 
to that line of thinking.

As for his part in all this, Frank 
expressed appreciation to Pat-
rick’s office for sending him the 
cash so he and his fiancée will be 
able to buy a house. 

“Thank you for putting out the 
bounty,’’ Frank said. “I’m glad 
you and your team honored your 
words.’’

I saw a picture on Facebook the 
other day of an old playground 
equipment, you know, swings and 
merry-go-rounds and such, which 
reminded me of something from 
a movie from a few years back.

At the end of the movie “Stand 
By Me,” the narrator states, “I 
never had any friends later on 
like the ones I had when I was 
12.  Does anyone?”  

That statement is probably 
truer than anything I’ve ever 
heard.  Well, this story is for all 
my buddies out there from Rice 
Elementary School.

A buddy of mine from back in 
the first grade and I were talkin’ 
the other day, and he asked the 
question, “What do kids do now-
a-days for fun?”  

Well, I started to answer him, 
but I found that I couldn’t.  The 
reason I couldn’t answer him, is 
that I didn’t know what kids do 
now-a-days for fun.  

Used to, you could drive 
around on a Saturday and see 
kids out in their yards, runnin’ 
around playin’ army, or Cowboys 
and Indians, or throwin’ around a 
football, or somethin’.  

If you drive around now on 
a Saturday, you wouldn’t even 
think there was such a thing 
as a kid.  Now, I know a lot of 
them are participatin’ in sports at 
school and such, but I’m talkin’ 
about just good ol’ playin’.  I 
don’t think kids play anymore.  

Back when I was a kid, that’s 
all we did was play, that is, if we 
weren’t in church, or school, or 
doin’ our chores.  Chores were 
jobs that parents made their kids 
do back then, like mowin’, takin’ 
out the trash, feedin’ the animals, 
and stuff like that.  

They said it built character and 
such.  Now-a-days, if they tell 
their kids to do somethin’, the kid 
whines and cries until the parent 
ends up doin’ it themselves.  And 
they wonder why their kids are 
like they are.  

Anywho, back to playin’.
They probably don’t have this 

anymore, but when I was in grade 
school they had a time set aside 
every day they called play period.  
Play period was what they prob-
ably call P.E. now.  

Back then, we just played.  

There was no organization to it 
at all.  Oh, there’d be a teacher 
or two out on the play ground to 
make sure you didn’t kill your-
self, or someone else, or to drag 
off an injured kid, but most of the 
time they didn’t get in our way.  

Some of you out there probably 
think that exercise would have 
been better for us, but let me tell 
you somethin’.  I’ll bet we got 
more exercise back then runnin’ 
around on that playground, than 
most high school students get in 
a P.E. class today.  

When that play period bell 
rang, we hit the door runnin’ 
and we didn’t stop until the 
bell rang to come back in.  We 
had swings, seesaws, a merry-
go-round, climbin’ bars, not to 
mention girls to chase.  

Yes, we chased girls.  We never 
caught any, ‘cause if we did, we 
might catch cooties.  

We didn’t know what cooties 
were, but we knew we didn’t 
want ‘em.  Of course, after a few 
years, I think the cooties must 
die off or somethin’, ‘cause after 
you get older you aren’t scared of 
them anymore. 

This is about the time the girls 
that you wouldn’t have nothin’ to 
do with back then, start lookin’ 
pretty good to you.  But by then, 
they don’t want to have anything 
to do with you. 

Anywho, I’ll tell you about 
girls some other time, right now 
I’m talkin’ about playin’.

Those swings I was tellin’ you 
about weren’t those little bitty 
swing sets you see now-a-days.  
These were big steel A-frames 
that’d have four or five swings 
hangin’ on them.  Their legs 
would be concreted in the ground, 
so they couldn’t come up.  

Now you may think swingin’ 
is sissified, but not the way we 
swang, or swung, or whatever 
the past tense of swing is.  We’d 

swing until we’d get to swingin’ 
really high.  Our ultimate goal 
was to go all the way up and 
over the top, which we never 
accomplished.  

We did, however, get to where 
we’d get nearly parallel with the 
ground, which in its self was a 
pretty amazin’ feat.  Then we’d 
position our arms so that they’d 
be in front of the chains, so they 
wouldn’t catch on anything.  
Then just before we reached the 
apex of our forward motion, we’d 
push ourselves out of the swing 
and for a brief few seconds, we 
would be flyin’.  

Then the ground would come 
up to meet us at a rather high rate 
of speed.  After that, for the next 
few days we’d be tryin’ to get our 
leg bones to migrate back down 
from our arm pits.  

The seesaws looked innocent 
enough, though.  That is until 
you get a bunch of boys on 
one.  I don’t know what kind of 
lumber they used back then, but 
it must have been some good 
stuff, ‘cause we’d have 10 or 15 
boys on each end of one of those 
things, and it wouldn’t even put 
a bow in the middle.  

The goal to seesawin’ was to 
get more boys on your end, so 
that you would have the other 
end, up in the air.  That’s when 
it got scary, especially if you 
were with the bunch up in the 
air.  ‘Cause then, on the count of 
three, everybody on the end that 
was still on the ground would 
jump off, sendin’ the ones in the 
air crashin’ down to the ground.  

Of course, if you were on the 
team that was jumpin’ off and you 
didn’t make it off on the count of 
three, you were subjected to be-
comin’ a one man rocket, minus 

the rocket.  I was the rocket man, 
only once.  Fortunately, I landed 
on the pile of boys at the other 
end and they broke my fall.        

The merry-go-round was my 
favorite though.  It was a big 
round steel and wooden wheel 
with a tall steel pole stickin’ up 
through as an axle.  There were 
steel rods that ran from the out-
side of the wheel up to the top of 
the pole for support.  

The rim of the wheel was made 
up of wooden boards to sit on, as 
were the spokes.  The goal here 
was for every boy to grab one of 
the steel rods and start runnin’ 
around the merry-go-round, pul-
lin’, causin’ the merry-go-round 
to pick up speed.  

Then when you got it goin’ 
as fast as you could, everybody 
would jump on and ride.  Several 
of the kids who couldn’t run very 
fast would fall of course, but they 
made good traction for the others 
to get it up to speed.  Oh yeah, 
it was a good thing not to fall 
between the spokes, too.  That 
usually caused you to have to 
be drug off of the playground up 
to the nurse, where, she’d douse 
any cuts with Monkey Blood and 
send you back out.  

You were a hero then.  Any 
kind of cut was a badge of honor, 
especially if it left a scar.   Of 
course, all of this was before the 
invention of the liability lawyer.  
Now-a-days a parent would prob-
ably sue the school, the teacher 
who was supposed to be watchin’ 
their kid, the manufacturer of the 
playground equipment, and the 
school nurse.  

Back then, nobody ever sued 
anybody.  Heck, I think parents 
expected their kids to get hurt 
back then.  It built character.

Now if you think I’m goin’ 
someplace with all of this, you’d 
be mistaken.  It was just some-
thin’ I was thinkin’ about how 
kids have changed.  Or maybe it 
isn’t the kids.  

Maybe it’s us.  Maybe we don’t 
give them a chance to play.  

And man, that’s a shame.  

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column comes from the archives of 
the Lindale News and Times, which is available online for $2.99 
per month. Call 903-882-8880 to set up your online subscription.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, Nov. 5, 2020

The Lindale High School Lady Eagle’s remarkable run through 
the regular season, district season and the state Class 4A playoffs 
ended with a five set loss to Nevada Community High School in 
the area round held at Sulphur Springs High School.

This was the first loss of the season for the 27-1 Lady Eagles, 
who had been ranked as high as No. 2 in the state for several weeks.

Lindale cruised through District 16-4A play with a 12-0 mark 
and defeated Paris in bi-district prior to the area playoff.

Against Community, Shelbi Steen led with 27 kills, 31 digs, 3 
blocks, 3 assists, and an ace. 

Setter Kalaya Pierce had 36 assists, 18 digs, 2 kills and an ace. 
Defensively Marleigh Thurman finished the match with 27 digs. 
Preslie Walters added 20 digs. 

Alondra Romero had 19 digs on defense, and added 2 kills and 
an ace. Skylar Wyllie recorded 6 kills, 9 digs, and 4 blocks. Liz 
Hutchens had 4 kills, 2 blocks, and 3 digs. 

Brenley Philen put down 3 kills, 5 blocks, and 2 digs for the 
Lady Eagles. 

FIVE YEARS AGO, Nov. 3, 2016
The multi-award winning “Pride of Lindale’’ Marching Band 

from Lindale High School added to its long list of accolades by 
earning a first division rating at the Region Marching Band contest 
held in Nacogdoches.

This marked the 42nd year in a row for the LHS band to receive 
the University Interscholastic League’s highest honor.

Understandably, band director Steven Moore was pleased with 
the outcome.

“I am so very proud of these young ladies and gentlemen,’’ he 
said. “They have worked extremely hard and with such a positive 
attitude this year.”

He acknowledged the contributions of others as well.
“I also want to thank the band parents, LISD administrators, 

LISD staff and the Lindale Band staff,’’ he said. “We have such a 
great team. It really does take everyone to make the Pride of Lindale 
Marching Band successful.”  

10 YEARS AGO, Nov. 3, 2011
Lindale’s Eagles routed the Canton Eagles, 52-21 in District 14-

3A play, virtually wrapping up the league title with a 4-0 record.
The Eagles scored three times in rapid succession in the third 

period to open up a close game. Lindale switched to the Wildcat 
formation on offense which resulted in long gainers from Josiah 
Johnson and Trey Acy, who finished the game with 151 yards on 
23 carries.
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OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
Elaine Fitzgerald

Funeral services for 
Elaine Fitzgerald, 70 of 
Lindale, were held Tues-
day, Nov. 2, 2021, at the 
Caudle-Rutledge-Daugh-
erty Funeral Home Chapel 
in Lindale with Bro. Jamie 
Cowart officiating.

I n t e r m e n t  w a s  a t 
Grace Hill Cemetery in 
Longview.

Elaine passed away Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2021, in Tyler.  
She was born April 11, 1951, in Longviewto the late 
Jesse and Josie Kate (Wickersham) Derrick.  Elaine 
has lived in Lindale for the last 50 years.  She was 
a retired Registered Nurse and worked most of her 
career at the Truman W. Smith Children’s Care Center 
in Gladewater.

Elaine was active in the Shrine Bull-Fest, the Crisis 
Center Hotline, and volunteered for many organiza-
tions involving the care and well-being of women 
and children.  She also enjoyed working in her yard, 
riding horses, cooking, and the occasional trip to the 
boats in Shreveport.  

Elaine was preceded in death by her husband, Ronnie 

Fitzgerald, her sister, Jessie Kay Eaves, brother-in-law, 
Paul Hamilton, and friend, Paul Pasterczyk.

She is survived by daughters, Stacy Storkson of 
Lindale and Rhonda Fitzgerald of Duncan, Okla.; 
sons, Ronnie Fitzgerald and wife, Amy of Sulphur 
Springs and Rodney Fitzgerald of Duncan, Okla.; 
brothers, Glenn Derrick and wife, Mikel of Kentucky 
and Steve Derrick and wife, Dee of Longview; sisters, 
Lottie Hamilton of Ore City and Jewell Bradshaw 
and husband, Harold of Longview; grandchildren, 
Karik, Giddeon, Gabriella, and Raistlin Storkson, and 
Karmen and Ronnie-Jo Fitzgerald; brother-in-law, 
Johnnie Fitzgerald; special friend, Dennis Taylor and 
by numerous nieces, nephews, and other loving family 
members and friends.

Ansel Jarratt Major
Celebration of life for Ansel Jarratt Major, 87, will 

be held Saturday, Nov. 6 at 1 p.m. at the Christian 
Community Fellowship Church, 15704 Hwy. 110 
North in Lindale.

Mr. Major passed away July 15, 2020 in Tyler. He 
was born Nov. 8, 1932 in Port Arthur and had lived in 
the Jamestown area since 1992.

The service will be live streamed at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=eEnPXbAR49s.

In recognition of Veterans Day Nov. 11, 
officials with Carter BloodCare are encour-
aging blood donors to give in November in 
honor and support of U.S. military veterans 
and active duty service members. 

This month is also a time to donate blood 
in gratitude for good health.

Community Christian Fellowship will host 
a blood drive from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 7, at 15704 Highway110 in the parking 
lot on the Carter BloodCare bus. 

For more information or to schedule an 
appointment time, contact Moni Guyer at 
903-882-8501, extension 206.

Residents can also host their own com-
munity blood drives in memory of veterans 
that made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom. 
Drives are a lifesaving way to honor a veter-
an’s life or to support an active-duty service 
member of the U.S. military. Email Book-
ABloodDrive@carterbloodcare.org to start 

planning a drive for your hometown heroes.
Donors can complete the medical history 

questionnaire online on the day of donation, 
before arriving to give blood. People who have 
had COVID-19 vaccinations are still eligible 
to donate blood.

Carter BloodCare staff and unvaccinated 
donors are required to wear facial coverings 
at blood drives or donation centers, except 
when temperature is taken during screening, 
or when eating and drinking after the donation. 
Vaccinated donors are strongly encouraged to 
continue wearing masks. Carter BloodCare 
will comply with required mask mandates, 
as applicable.

Potential blood donors may volunteer at 
age 16 with parental consent; 17-year-olds 
can give independently and there is no upper 
age limit. For more information on donor eli-
gibility and to make an appointment, call/text 
800-366-2834 or visit CarterBloodCare.org.

Community Christian
Fellowship to hold

blood drive on Nov. 7



College Street and Velma Pen-
ny Elementary Schools have 
received a new machine to reward 
positive behavior, to encourage 
reading and to promote literacy. 

Two book vending machines 
have been delivered to the 
schools after Librarian Lynette 
Mendez was awarded a grant 
through the Lindale ISD Educa-
tion Foundation. 

Grants for Great Ideas are 
awarded to educators with in-
novative ideas that encourage 
student achievement and class-
room enrichment. The funding 
can be awarded to the district, a 
campus, an individual or team of 
educators.

“This incentive has allowed 
us to engage students in reading, 
while also incentivizing other 
areas of academic achievement, 
along with good behavior through 
the book tokens,” said Velma 
Penny Principal, Kaela Deslatte. 
“We are grateful to the LISD Edu-
cation Foundation for making this 
possible through their generous 
grant program.”

The book vending machine 
contains scholastic books chosen 
by students, and can hold up to 
about 21 different titles with 12 
copies of each. When students are 
caught displaying positive char-

acteristics, they are given a token 

to get a book from the machine.
“This is such a fun way to re-

ward our students who are great 
leaders, self-disciplined and have 
excellent behavior,” said College 

Street Principal, Ashley Smith. 

“The students are excited about 
the vending machine and most of 
them cannot wait to earn a token 
to enjoy this fun experience and 
a great book.”

Friday Oct. 22, 2021
Chief Somes, Cpt Chambers, Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Philpot, 

Fortunas, Ramsey and Dailey responded to an assist other agency at 
1200 block Forest Trails Dr, settled at scene. Officer Philpot respond-
ed to a public service at 3200 block S Main St, settled at scene. Sgt 
Dworaczyk responded to a suspicious circumstance at 800 block 
Lindale Industrial Pkwy, settled at scene. Officer Leevey and Officer 
Gillham responded to a welfare concern at 13300 block W I-20, set-
tled at scene. Officer Leevey and Officers Gillham and Wedgeworth 
responded to a possession of drug paraphernalia at 3300 block S Main 
St, report taken. Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham responded to a 
business alarm at 100 block N Main St, false alarm. Officer Gillham 
responded to a public service at 1400 block Lakeside Ct, settled at 
scene. Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham responded to a driving 
while intoxicated at 2800 block S Main St, arrest made.  

Saturday Oct. 23, 2021
Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey responded to an assist smith 

county at 16800 block Hwy 69 N, settled at scene. Officer Philpot re-
sponded to a suspicious person at 400 block S Main St, settled at scene. 
Officer Wedgeworth responded to a pubic service at 15300 block 
FM 849, settled at scene. Officer Philpot and Officers Ramsey and 
Wedgeworth responded to a welfare concern at 300 block Industrial 
St, settled at scene. Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey responded to 
an accident at 200 block Stadium St, unfounded. Sgt Dworaczyk and 
Officers Gillham and Wedgeworth responded to a welfare concern at 
200 block E Hubbard St, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officer 
Wedgeworth responded to a suspicious person at 600 block Sweetgum 
Ln, unfounded. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officer Gillham responded to a 
loud noise complaint at 200 block W North St, settled at scene. Sgt 
Dworaczyk and Officer Gillham responded to an assault at 300 block 
Rita Dr, settled at scene. Officer Gillham responded to a suspicious 
vehicle at 200 block Cannery Row, settled at scene. 

Sunday Oct. 24, 2021
Officer Allen responded to an animal at large at 17300 block Stacy 

St, settled at scene. Officer Allen responded to an assist smith county 
at 2800 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer Allen responded 
to a civil matter at 17300 at 17300 block Stacy St, settled at scene. 
Officer Allen responded to a suspicious person at 300 block S Main 
St, settled at scene. Officer Allen responded to a suspicious vehicle 

at 900 block Mt Sylvan St, settled at scene. Officer Allen responded 
to a suspicious person at 300 block S Main St, settled at scene. Sgt 
Houghton and Officer Allen responded to an accident at 100 block E 
Centennial Blvd, settled at scene. 

Monday Oct. 25, 2021
Cpt Chambers, Sgt Flores and Officers Trombley, Shurley and Allen 

responded to an accident at 556 W I-20, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton 
and Officer Trombley responded to an illegal dumping at 1600 block 
S Main St, unfounded. Sgt Houghton responded to a pubic service at 
13400 block CR 472, settled at scene. Officer Shurley responded to 
a suspicious vehicle at 15800 block Brittan Ct, unfounded. Officer 
Shurley responded to a suspicious person at 1500 block S Main St, 
warning issued. Officer Jackquet responded to a suspicious circum-
stance at 200 block Patience Ave, settled at scene. Officer Jackquet 
responded to a residential alarm at 700 block Abbey Rd, false alarm. 
Officer Jackquet responded to a public service at 2800 block S Main 
St, settled at scene. Officer Jackquet responded to a public service at 
2800 block S Main St, settled at scene. 

Tuesday Oct. 26, 2021
Officer Allen responded to a welfare concern at 200 block W Valley 

St, settled at scene. Officer Trombley responded to a welfare concern 
at 3500 block S Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Flores and Officer Trom-
bley and Allen responded to a welfare concern at 2300 block S Main 
St, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton and Officer Trombley responded to 
a suspicious circumstance at 3500 block S Main St, settled at scene. 
Sgt Houghton responded to a public service at 100 block Ballard Dr, 

settled at scene. Sgt Houghton and Officers Shurley and Jackquet 
responded to a welfare concern at 200 block Wood Springs Rd, re-
port taken. Sgt Houghton and Officer Shurley responded to an assist 
other agency at 1000 block Boyd St, settled at scene. Officer Shurley 
responded to a suspicious circumstance at 553 E I-20, unfounded. 
Officer Shurley responded to a suspicious person 1600 blk S Main 
St, unfounded. Officer Shurley and Officer Jackquet responded to an 
accident at 600 block Mt Sylvan St, report taken.  

Wednesday Oct. 27, 2021
Sgt Dworaczyk and Officer Ramsey responded to a residential 

alarm at 400 block Mission Crest Cir, false alarm. Officer Wedgeworth 
responded to a hit and run at 21100 block W I-20, settled at scene. 
Officer Leevey responded to a found property at 100 block Ballard 
Dr, settled at scene. Officers Leevey, Gillham and Wedgeworth re-
sponded to a driving while intoxicated at 300 block St, arrest made. 
Officer Leevey responded to a suspicious person at 21200 block Hwy 
69 N, settled at scene. Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham responded 
to a possession of marijuana at 17800 block Hwy 69 N, arrest made. 
Officer Gillham responded to an assist smith county at 12700 block 
Hwy 69 N, false alarm 

 

Thursday Oct. 28, 2021
Officer Ramsey responded to a simple assault at 15000 block 

CR 463, settled at scene. Officer Philpot responded to a suspicious 
vehicle at 200 block W Valley St, unfounded. Officer Philpot and 
Officer Ramsey responded to a residential alarm at 200 N Henry 
St, false alarm. Cpt Chambers resp9onded to a public service at 
600 block E Hubbard St, settled at scene. Officer Philpot and Of-
ficer Ramsey responded to an accident at 554 E I-20, report taken. 
Officer Philpot responded to a public service at 200 block Patience 
Ave, settled at scene. Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey responded 
to a public service at 100 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer 
Philpot responded to an assist other agency at 200 block S Main 
St, settled at scene. Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham responded 
to a possession of drug paraphernalia at 2100 block S Main St, 
report taken. Officer Gillham and Officer Wedgeworth responded 
to a disturbance at 900 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer 
Wedgeworth responded to a suspicious vehicle at 1600 block S 
Main ST, settled at scene. Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham 
responded to a suspicious circumstance at 100 block N Main St, 
settled at scene.  

Lindale News & Times, Thursday,  November 4, 2021, Page 5

Advertise in the Lindale News & Times Call 903-882-8880 today!

Longtime law enforcement officer honored by county
By Casey Murphy

Smith County Public Information Officer
James Lee may have only been recognized Tues-

day (Oct. 26) for serving five years in the Precinct 
3 Constable’s Office, but he is celebrating nearly 
40 years of service with Smith County.

He proudly touts that he just might be the lon-
gest-serving law enforcement officer in the county.

Lee said he worked for retired Smith County 
Sheriff J.B. Smith for more than 17 years. He has 
worked on and off since 1982 as reserve deputy or 
as a deputy for the Sheriff’s Office or Constable’s 
Office.

Lee began as a volunteer riding with the Sheriff’s 
Office’s horse patrol and soon became a reserve 
deputy in 1982. 

In 1986, he went to work full-time for the Sher-
iff’s Office for three years. He left to return to his job 
selling heavy duty trucks, but continued working 
as a reserve deputy until 1991, when he went back 
working full-time for the Sheriff’s Office, he said.

He left the Sheriff’s Office in 1997, and from 
1998 to 2011, he worked as Deputy Constable for 
Precinct 3. He then left again but continued working 
as a reserve deputy for Smith County. 

In June 2015, he returned as a part-time deputy 
for Constable Precinct 3, then changed to full-time 
in October 2015. He has earned his Master’s Peace 
Officer’s License.

Precinct 3 Constable Jimmie Blackmon said on 
during the Commissioners Court meeting that he 
appreciated the work Lee has done for his office.

PROBATION EMPLOYEES
Three employees of the Smith County Adult Pro-

bation Department were also recognized Tuesday 
for their years of service to the County.

Dianna Cunningham has worked for the Com-
munity Supervision and Corrections Department 
(Adult Probation) for 10 years. 

She started her career there as a receptionist, 
then worked as a transfer technician. She now 
is a pre-sentence investigation writer, which her 
supervisor, Shaira Lassai, said was an important 
position for the department. “She does a wonderful 

job,” she added.
Lassai was recognized for five years of service 

with the Adult Probation Department. 
She started working there in the transfer unit and 

is now a supervisor for the transfer and pre-sentence 
investigation units. “She goes above and beyond 
whenever it is needed,” her supervisor, Kendrick 
Freeman, said.

Halie Melot was also recognized for five years at 
Adult Probation. She started as a felony probation 
officer and now is a supervisor. “We appreciate all of 
her dedication,” her supervisor Diana Morales said.

OTHER WORK ANNIVERSARIES
Other Smith County employees who are celebrat-

ing work anniversaries but who were not present in 
Commissioners Court for the recognitions include:

20 Years: Sherman Dollison, Sheriff’s Office.
15 Years: Mark Jackson, Road and Bridge Depart-

ment; Atonia Rawlings, Treasurer’s Office.
10 Years: Maria Susana Alaniz, Facilities Ser-

vices; Katrina Kam, Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace.
5 Years: Brandi Williams, District Attorney’s 

Office; Patrick Brands, Information Technology; 
Dawn Mantooth-Richey, Joni Simmons, Christina 
Torres and Margaret Will, Juvenile Services; Kevin 
Miles, Road and Bridge; Jason Cole, Myisha Mor-
gan and John Partlow, Sheriff’s Office.

Lindale ISD Education Foundation
provides book vending machines

Velma Penny Elementary School now offers books for its pupils from a vend-
ing machine, courtesy of the Lindale ISD Educational Foundation. (Courtesy 
Photo)

James Lee, left, was honored by the Smith County Com-
missioners Court for his service to the county. Precinct 3 
Constable Jimmie Blackmon is shown with Lee. (Courtesy 
Photo)
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Lindale Junior High girls finish another successful volleyball year
A season ending win over Bul-

lard Junior High this past week 
concluded another successful 
season for all four teams.

The 7th grade A and B teams as 
well as the 8th grade B team won 
while the 8th grade A team lost.

For the 7th grade B team, 
scores were 25-21 and 25-9; for 
the 7th grade A team scores were 
25-14 and 25-21; scores for the 
8th grade B team were 25-18 
and 25-18 and for the 8th grade 
A team, scores were 25-20, 15-25 
and 20-25.

Leading servers for the 7th 
grade B team were Emory Phil-

pott-Cook, Cambry Andreason 
and Brooke Gissell; leading 
passers were McKenzie Clark, 
Brooke Lewis, Brooke Gissell 
and Kimber Simpson and the 
leading setters were Caydence 
Thompson, Claire Means and 
Emory Philpott-Cook. The lead-
ing hitter was Kimber Simpson.

For the 7th grade A team, 
Grace Koustoubardis and Emma 
Watkins were leading servers, 
while Tessa Dennis, Ava Grogan, 
Kaidance Smith and Ella Hutch-
ens were leading passers. The 
leading setter and leading hitter 
was Ella Hutchens.

The leading servers for the 
8th grade B team were Abigail 
Warrington and Kenlie Collins; 
leading passers were Lauren 
Stanton and Abigail Warrington 
and leading hitters were Kenlie 
Collins and Lauren Stanton. The 
leading setter was Abigail War-
rington and the leading blocker 
was Lauren Stanton. The Lead-
ership Award was won by Kirby 
Kleam and the Hustle Award 
was won by Kaniya Pierce and 
Annastyn Mize.

For the 8th grade A team, 
Menah Harley was the leading 
server and leading passer, Macy 

Luster was the leading setter, Sa-
die Arriola was the leading hitter 
and Alyssa Potts was the leading 
blocker. Macy Luster won the 
Leadership Award and Menah 
Harley won the Hustle Award.

Team members for the 7th 
grade B team – which had a sea-
son record of 8-0 and a district 
record of 6-0, include:  Cambry 
Andreason, McKenzie Clark, 
Madison Devisscher, Laney En-
gland, Brooke Gissell, Brooke 
Lewis, Claire Means, Morgan 
Myrick, Jaimie Phillips, Emory 
Philpott-Cook, Emmalyn Pruitt, 
Jade Salisbury, Kimber Simpson, 

Caydence Thompson, Kyndal 
Thurmon and Jordyn Weesner.

For the 7th grade A team, 
which finished 7-1 on the year 
and 5-1 in district, team mem-
bers include: Avlyn Burks, Tessa 
Dennis, Ava Grogan, Ella Hutch-
ens, McKenzie Johnson, Grace 
Koustoubardis, Natalie Robin-
son, Keirsan Sanders, Kaidance 
Smith, Mc’Kaylin Smith, Ken-
nedy Terry and Emma Watkins.

The 8th grade B team finished 
5-2 on the season and 3-2 in 
district. Team members include: 
Mayzie Picccoli, Anny Mize, 
Lauren Stanton, Abigail Kelley, 

Abigale Prestridge, Abigail War-
rington, Kenlie Collins, Moll-
ee-Kate DeWolfe, Eliana Mc-
Guire, Addilyn Bills, Bayleigh 
Yarbrough, Katelyn Primeaux, 
Samantha McConathy, Kaniya 
Pierce and Kirby Kleam.

For the 8th grade A team, 
which finished 6-2 on the year 
and 4-2 in district, team mem-
bers include: Macy Luster, 
Abigail Palecek, Abigail Lee, 
Alyssia Romero, Sadie Clay, 
Alyssa Potts, Macy Hodde, 
Sadie Arriola, Lilly Keels and 
Menah Harley.

Alondra Romero Tatum WoodardEllie Watkins

Lindale tops Chapel Hill in volleyball
The Lindale High School Lady Eagles conclud-

ed its District 16-4A volleyball schedule this past 
week with a three-set win over Chapel Hill’s Lady 
Bulldogs in New Chapel Hill.

Lindale advanced to the bi-district round of the 
state playoffs which were to take place earlier this 
week at a site to be determined against Texarkana 
Pleasant Grove.

Brenley Philen recorded 9 kills, 1 block, 2 digs, 
and 3 aces in the victory while Ellie Watkins had 6 
kills, 3 digs, and 1 block.

Maddox Lay contributed 5 kills and 3 digs. 
Kayli Vickery had 4 kills, and Reagan Cates put 
down 3 kills and a block. Brooke Tweedell added 
two blocks and a kill. Setter Anna Ivy led with 17 
assists, 1 dig, and 1 ace. 

Tatum Woodard added 9 assists and 2 digs. Alon-
dra Romero had 13 digs on the night. 

Lindale’s junior varsity defeated Chapel Hill in 

three sets 18-25, 25-19, and 27-25. Maddie Little 
led with 5 kills. 

Joey Forsyth and Fynlie Tidwell each added 3 
kills. Whitney Dao recorded 4 blocks, and 1 kill. 
Harlee Redfern contributed 8 assists on the night. 
Lydia Payne added 6 assists. 

Bridget Woodrum, Ana Russell Johnson, and 
Megan McGee all contributed strong defensive 
play in the Lady Eagle’s come from behind victory.

Lindale’s freshman A team also came away with a 
win with scores of 25-11, and 25-23. Kortlen Pierce 
had 4 kills, 2 aces. 

Maddie Fowble added 4 kills, and a block. Izzy 
Koonce contributed 3 kills, 2 aces, and 4 assists. 
Gabby Saboia put down 2 kills and a block. Tri-
nadee Jackson recorded 7 assists. 

Sam Breaux and Reagan Hope each added 4 digs. 
The Lady Eagles Freshmen A Team finished district 
with a 9-1 record.

Quarterback Sam Peterson picks up yardage Friday night against Palestine in Lindale’s 53-23 District 9-4A win. (Photo 
by Terry Cannon)

Kasey Villareal scores a first half touchdown for Lindale during the Eagles’ win over Palestine Friday night in Palestine.
(Photo by Terry Cannon)

Merchants in downtown Lindale welcomed a lot of early Trick or Treaters this past Saturday with candy and costumes.
(Photo by Mary Vandiver)

Lindale’s First United Methodist Church held its annual “Trunk or Treating’’ event this past week to help celebrate 
Halloween. Many local residents were able to participate. (Photo by Mary Vandiver)

CHRISTUS Trinity Mother Frances in Lindale sponsored a pumpkin decorating contest this past week to celebrate 
Halloween. (Photo by Mary Vandiver)

Lindale Volun-
teer Fire De-
partment Chief 
Joe Yeakley 
was the guest 
speaker at 
the weekly 
meeting of 
the Lindale 
Rotary Club 
this past week. 
The Chief was 
presented by 
Darla Strick-
land, left, and 
Lillie Russell 
Memorial Li-
brary Director 
Shannon Reid.
(Photo by 
Mary Vandiver)
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Shop Local Here
In Lindale!

NEED CASH
FAST?

Sell your unwanted items in the
Classifieds. Call us at 903-882-8880

LEGALS

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home and family stay safe and 

comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for additional 

terms and conditions. 1-855-672-2446

GUTTER PROTECTION
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 

Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-680-0576

MEDICAL
MobileHelp, America’s Premier Mobile Medical Alert System. 

Whether You’re Home or Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call Today!

1-903-844-7669

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes, HR•Linda Mayhugh, Administrator

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

*$1500 Sign on Bonus*
* C.N.A.’s  * $500 Sign on Bonus *

 Shift Differentials
 $1 (10p-6a)   $3 (2p-10p)   $2 (Dbl Wknd) 

LVN’s

Certified Medicaiton Aide 2p-10p
– Dietary Positions –

 NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration 
for the Estate of BLANCA AIDA REED, Deceased, were 

issued on August 24, 2021, in Cause No. 45628P, pending 
in the County Court of Smith County, Texas, to ALEJANDRO 

FARRAR.
 

The address for the Administrator is: 
c/o: LEIGH HUNT GOODSON

The Goodson Firm, P.C.
115 W. Ferguson Street Tyler, Texas 75702

 
All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

 
Date: October 28, 2021.

 
THE GOODSON FIRM, P.C.

Attorney for the Estate

GARAGE SALE
Community Garage Sale

Nov 5th & 6th opens at 9:00am
tools, garden supplies, 

household items, clothes, misc
1210 Forest Trail Dr., Lindale

REAL ESTATE & PUBLIC AUCTION • ON-SITE & ONLINE BIDDING
Friday, November 12, 2021 • Starts at 9:42 AM

CHUPPS AUCTION & REAL ESTATE
Dale Chupp, Realtor, Coldwell Banker Neokla Select

(918) 630-0495

No Address - FOLLOW DIRECTIONS! • For more info & pics visit ChuppsAuction.com

DIRECTIONS: On South Side of Eufala, OK Take Hwy 9 East approx.
 1.4 mi to Driveway to Auction Property on Rt. Lots of Pasture Parking.

Real Estate: 6½ ACRES in EUFAULA!  Real Estate will sell @ 10:01 AM
6½ Acres located just outside of Eufaula on Hwy 9 with a 75x50 Shop with sprayed 
insulation in the ceiling, 75x20 leanto with 2 - 12’ OHD and sprayed insulation and 
75x18 leanto, concrete fl oors throughout. Property is fully fenced and has 75x50 
concrete slab. Single phase electric and Eufaula City water. Lots of possibilities! 

OPEN HOUSES: Monday, November 1st & 8th from 3pm - 5pm

Dozers, Semi Trucks, Dump Trucks, Enclosed Trailers, Pickups, Equipment 
Trailers, 4-Wheelers, Telehandler, Skid Steer, Loader, Tractors, Mowers, 
Trencher, Welders, Air Compressors, Generators, A Frame, Saws, Power 
Tools, Hand Tools, Tool Boxes, Metal Pipe, Boats, Tires & Wheels, Coins, 

Guns & Ammo • WE WILL HAVE 2 AUCTION RINGS ALL DAY!!!

LIVE ON-SITE & ONLINE BIDDING ON LOTS 1-53 AT 11:31 AM

Auctioneer’s Note: Company FOS is Liquidating Equipment & Assets. 
Items are in good condition. Lots of Items Not Listed.

Divide & Conquer Downsizing Estate Sale  for Dorothy Kayser 
1018 E. Watkins     Tyler, Texas 75701

Thurs., Nov. 4 ~ 7:00-5:30      Fri., Nov. 5 ~ 8:00-5:30     Sat., Nov. 6 ~ 8:00-2:00
Inside SSE Loop 323 and off S. Broadway, turn east onto Amherst by Little Italy. 

Go to Copeland Rd and turn left; turn right onto Watkins. 
This 3650 sq. ft. Mid-Cent. home, listed by Andy Guinn, sold quickly! Contents / consignments must go: 
Mid-Cent. din. table & coffee table; antq. din. table & 6 chairs; another din. table & 6 chairs; ext. long sofa; 2 
white sofas; red loveseat; great rugs; barley twist coffee table; exceptional original framed art; demilune table; 
bed frame & bookcase headboard; full headboard; queen headboard & coordinating nightstand; misc. chairs; 
end tables; china; crystal; chargers; barware; frames of all sizes; Limoges dishes; Queen Eliz. teacups; copper 
& brass selections; many books; roll top desk; piano; 2 Bose radios; vintg. saxophone in case; CD’s; white 
wicker settee & chair; trunk; carved wooden bowls; pottery; 2 lg. armoires; cost. jewelry; hinged enamel box-
es; decorative pillows; bedding; linens; framed botanicals; file cab.; men & women’s clothing, shoes, & belts; 
hat boxes; Christmas selections; Pres. Geo. W. Bush items; vintg. college pennants souvenir glasses (TCU, 
SMU, Texas, etc.); Nolan Ryan signed baseball; bar stools; many kitchen items; Sunbeam mixer; other sm. 
appliances; microwave; luggage; hand tools; ladders; wheelbarrow; sooooo much more!

Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.Com

TexSCAN Week of
Oct. 31-Nov. 6, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas, from the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, 
Live Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or 
small. 30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% 
down. Call toll-free or email for individual prices and 
terms, www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Real Estate & Public Auction • On-Site & Online 
Bidding Fri., Nov. 12, starts at 9:42 a.m. Real Estate: 
6½ acres located just outside of Eufaula, OK on Hwy 
9 with a 75x50 shop, 75x20 lean-to and 75x18 lean-to, 
concrete floors throughout. Open Houses: Mon., Nov. 
1st & 8th, 3- 5 p.m. Dozers, semi trucks, dump trucks, 
trailers, pickups, 4-wheelers, telehandler, skid steer, 
loader, tractors, mowers, tools, equipment, guns and 
ammo. Two auction rings. Auctioneer’s Note: Company 
FOS is liquidating equipment & assets. Items are in 
good condition. Lots of items not listed. For more info 
& pics visit ChuppsAuction.com. Chupps Auction & 
Real Estate, 918-630-0495.

Timberline Ranch Dispersal Auction – 30 Horse 
Drawn Carriages, Western Memorabilia, Estate 
Furnishings, Equipment. Bid through Nov. 10th at 
CapAuctions.com. Lic 13489, 15% BP, 888-300-0005.

EVENTS
World’s Largest Gun Show – November 13 
& 14 - Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds. Saturday 8-6, 
Sunday 8-4.  WANENMACHER’S TULSA 
ARMS SHOW.  Free appraisals. Bring your guns! 
www.TulsaArmsShow.com.

Texas Renaissance Festival – Oct. 9 to Nov. 28, 
Saturdays, Sundays and Thanksgiving Friday. 47th 
annual festival. Kids get in free on Sundays. Discounted 
tickets available at TexRenFest.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Funding to help create safer access
for those going to school, work

As pedestrian and bicyclist deaths 
continue to rise in Texas, newly award-
ed funding will help Texans get safer 
access to schools, work, public transit 
and community destinations around the 
state, said Texas Department of Trans-
portation spokesman Jeff Williford.

During its Oct. 28 meeting, the Texas 
Transportation Commission approved 
more than $55 million for 41 projects 
across the state that will build side-
walks, shared use paths, bike lanes, 
pedestrian bridges and other safety 
features for people who walk and ride 
bicycles for transportation. 

This comes after 2020 saw a 9 per-
cent increase in pedestrian deaths along 
with more than a 20 percent increase in 
bicyclist fatalities.

“We’re seeing a disturbing trend as 
more and more pedestrians and cyclists 
are dying on Texas roadways and it’s 
been increasing for the past five years,” 
Texas Transportation Commissioner 
Laura Ryan said. “This funding will 
help improve safety for our more vul-
nerable users throughout the state - and 
go a long way in helping us achieve 
our goal of ending the streak of daily 
deaths.”

Last year, 731 people died in pe-
destrian-related crashes, an increase 
of 9% from 2019. Crashes involving 
bicyclists claimed the lives of 82 
people, up from 68 deaths the pre-
vious year.

Unless a deathless day on the road-
ways occurs within the next week, 
Nov. 7, 2021 will mark 21 straight 
years of daily deaths on Texas road-
ways. #EndTheStreakTX is a broader 
social media and word-of-mouth effort 
that encourages drivers to make safer 
choices while behind the wheel, like 
wearing a seat belt, driving the speed 
limit, never texting and driving and 
never driving under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs.

This federal funding largely comes 
from the Transportation Alternatives 
program, with a small amount from 
the Safe Routes to Schools program. 

All award selections come after a 
competitive call for projects from cities 
and counties across the state with a 
population less than 200,000.

The Transportation Alternatives 
program supports local projects that 
enhance bicycle and pedestrian safety 
for people of all ages and levels of abil-

ity. These projects also provide access 
to multimodal options and connect 
important community destinations like 
schools, jobs, downtowns, commercial 
areas, and medical facilities. 

In the Tyler District, these projects 
include the construction of 6-foot-wide 
sidewalks along both sides of SH 19 in 
Athens, from College St. to Ben Belt 
Dr. The project includes ADA curb 
ramps, signage, new pedestrian cross-
ing signals at Ben Belt Dr, upgraded 
pedestrian signals at Robbins Rd, and 
restriping of pedestrian crossings at 
College St.

Also, in the City of Longview, the 
project will consist of converting one 
existing travel lane in each direction of 
the 5-lane roadway to provide 2.3 miles 
of buffered bike lanes and continuous 
ADA accessible 5-foot wide sidewalks 
on both sides of Mobberly Avenue 
between Pacific Avenue and Estes 
Parkway. This project is a complete 
street corridor improvement intended 
to improve safety, access, and mobility 
for non-motorized transportation, con-
necting residents to Ward Elementary, 
LeTourneau University, major employ-
ers, and other destinations.

Downsizing?
Have a garage

sale, call
903-882-8880

Lindale woman has 30 years
added to prison sentence

Hannah Leigh 
McCartney, 31 of 
Lindale, had 30 
years added to her 
murder sentence 
a f te r  p lead ing 
guilty to the ad-
ditional charge of 
aggravated kid-

napping in the abduction and death of 
LaDarius Breon Dockins-Bell this past 
May.

McCartney, 31, pleaded guilty to aggra-
vated kidnapping in Judge Jack Skeen’s 
241st District Court Monday morning.

Prior to the kidnapping sentence, Mc-
Cartney was sentenced to 30 years in the 
188th District Court in Gregg County for 
the murder of Dockins-Bell.

McCartney’s latest sentence will run 
concurrently with the murder sentence 
and by pleading guilty, she waived her 
right to a jury trial. Skeen said she would 
receive 634 days of jail credit toward her 
sentence.

She and Jared Anthony Freelen, 25 
of Lindale, were taken into custody in 
connection of the death of Dockins-Bell. 
Freelen pled guilty and was sentenced to 
30 years in prison in April. 

The victim died a day after he was left 
on the side of the road in Smith County 
with a gunshot wound to his head follow-

ing a robbery in Longview.
Freelen, McCartney and Dockins-Bell 

robbed a Longview resident in the 1400 
block of East Fairmont Street on Dec. 
15, 2019. 

According to police records, they used 
firearms to steal the resident’s cell phone 
and go through his wallet.

Also, according to arrest affidavits, 
the resident tried to hire McCartney as 
a prostitute.

The resident then pulled a gun and 
shot toward McCartney’s vehicle, hitting 
Dockins-Bell in the head. McCartney and 
Freelen drove away in her vehicle with 
Dockins-Bell inside. They left him on the 
side of the road near Overton, police said.

Dockins-Bell, 26, died the next day, 
Smith County Sheriff Larry Smith said 
at the time.

Smith County deputies were dispatched 
Dec. 15, 2019, in the 17000 block of FM 
2089 near Overton, where Dockins-Bell 
was found.

Initial information suggested Dock-
ins-Bell was dragged out of the vehicle 
and left on the side of the road, the sher-
iff’s office said.

Freelen’s vehicle was stopped by a 
Forney police officer, leading to his arrest. 
Law enforcement later found McCartney 
at a hotel in Dallas, the sheriff’s office 
said.

903-882-8880      classifieds@lindalenews-times.com
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CHRISTUS Health Plan Generations is an HMO plan with a Medicare 

contract. Enrollment in CHRISTUS Health Plan Generations 

depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete 

description of benefits. Call 1.844.282.3026/ TTY 711 for more 

information. Open seven days a week, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., local time, 

from Oct 1 - Mar 31, and Mon - Fri, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., local time, 

from Apr 1-Sept 30. A voice response system is available after 

hours. Messages left will be responded to within one business 

day. CHRISTUS Health Plan Generations (HMO) Contract #H1189.

Right now, we’re offering residents of Northeast 

Texas limited-time enrollment in affordable 

Medicare Advantage options for dental, 

hearing, vision and other supplemental care. 

Enroll now before it’s too late!

Medicare 
Advantage  
Plans to fit 
your life.
ENROLL NOW WITH THE CHRISTUS 
NAME YOU KNOW AND TRUST

Yearly out-of-pocket maximum

Low/No copays

No deductible

1-844-282-3026
 

711
 

CALL US FOR SIMPLE SIGN-UP:

CHRISTUSHEALTHPLAN.ORG

TTY

LIMITED-TIME ENROLLMENT OPEN NOW

H1189_MM962_M

District title showdown looms Friday vs. Kilgore
Continued from Page 1

better,’’ he said. “This is a testa-
ment to our kids and especially 
to our coaches who have done an 
outstanding job reinforcing this 
mind set.’’

Against Palestine, Lindale 
wasted little time in establishing a 
tone for the game. On the second 
play from scrimmage, quarter-
back Sam Peterson connected 
with senior wide receiver Jacob 
Seekford on a 60-yard slant to 
give the Eagles their first score.

The lead ballooned to 29-0 by the 
end of the first period and with just 
under nine minutes left in the half 
Lindale owned a 43-8 advantage.

The Wildcats simply didn’t 
have an answer to Lindale’s 
well-balanced offensive attack, 
one that saw six different players 
reach the endzone in the first half.

In fact, the Eagles were so 
efficient they faced just one third 
down in the first half. 

Defensively, Palestine was 
unable to get any traction, mainly 

due to the unyielding nature of 
Lindale’s defense.

“We like to use the term ‘re-
lentless,’ ’’ Cochran said. “Our 
kids will always come after you.’’

Kilgore, the coach said, will 
provide the toughest test to date 
because so much will be riding on 
the outcome.

“They have a lot of great ath-
letes and are well coached,’’ he 
said. “You don’t get to be 8-1 
without being a good team. Their 
kids play hard.’’

County voters approve road bond
County voters overwhelmingly approved the Smith 

County road bond proposal by 64 percent - which will 
call for the issuance of $45 million tax bonds for road 
construction and improvements within Smith County and 
levying the tax in payment for such bonds.

At press-time the vote total was - For 4,398 and Against 
2,441.

Texas voters took to the polls Tuesday to decide on 
eight proposed amendments to the state Constitution. 

These were passed as bills during this year’s legislative 
sessions but require voter approval. 

Prop. 1 - Allowing charitable raffles at rodeo events
Prop. 2 - Authorizing counties to issue bonds or notes 

to raise funds for transportation and infrastructure in 
underdeveloped areas

Prop. 3 - Banning the state from prohibiting or limiting 
religious services,

Prop. 4 - Requiring candidates to have 10 years 
of experience practicing law in Texas to be eligible 
for election to the Texas Supreme Court, the Court 
of Criminal Appeals or a Texas court of appeals.

Prop. 5 - Allowing the State Commission on 
Judicial Conduct to have oversight of candidates 
running for judicial office

Prop. 6 - Allowing residents of nursing homes 
and assisted living facilities to designate one 
essential caregiver

Prop. 7 - Limiting school district property taxes 
incurred by the surviving spouse of a person with 
disabilities who is older than 65 and has died.

Prop. 8 - Expanding eligibility for residential 
homestead property tax exemptions to include 
spouses of military members killed or fatally 
injured in the line of duty.
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