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Lindale routs Athens;
District resumes Oct. 29

By Terry Cannon
Editor

Lindale’s Eagles are cruising into their bye week on the District 
9-4A schedule after pounding Athens, 64-29 this past Friday night at 
Eagle Stadium as the school celebrated Homecoming in style.

For all practical purposes this game was decided by the second 
quarter after the Eagles jumped out to a 29-0 lead with 7:08 left until 
intermission. During previous weeks, the Eagles seemed to have 
trouble maintaining their momentum, but that certainly wasn’t the 
case on this night.

The Eagles tacked on 14 points in the third period and 21 more in 
the fourth remove any shred of doubt on the outcome. Lindale is now 
4-0 in district and will travel to Palestine on Nov. 29 before hosting 
Kilgore on Nov. 5 to complete the league schedule.

Sophomore Clint Thurman scored twice to boost the Eagle offense. 
He scored his team’s first touchdown with 11:15 left in the opening 
period from 28 yards out and tacked on a 12 yard scoring sprint to up 
the count to 29-0 in the second period.

Another sophomore, Nashad Lee, also scored twice to provide a 
positive glimpse of the young talent on the Lindale roster.

“Our sophomores have been a bright spot for our program,’’ said 
LHS Head Coach Chris Cochran. “They are just really good football 
players and they hate to lose.’’

Of course the usual suspects in the Lindale attack, including 
quarterback Sam Peterson and wide receiver Evan Alford were key 
performers as well in the Athens win.

Peterson was 17 of 23 through the air and when he wasn’t airing it 
out he was finding running lanes through the Hornet defense.

“Sam played really well,’’ Cochran said. “He is really showing his 
competitive nature.’’

Peterson hooked up with Alford on a 75-yard scoring pass with 8:31 
left in the first period to boost the Lindale lead. Freshman kicker Seth 
Baggett nailed another extra point to put the Eagles up 14-0.

Cochran, while happy with the win, wasn’t pleased with the way 
his defensive line performed against the Hornets.

“The most disappointing thing was how our defensive line didn’t 
stop the run,’’ he said. “(Athens) just beat us up front.’’

On the other side of the ball, however, the coach found good things.
“We were very pleased with the offensive line and how they exe-

cuted,’’ he said. “They weren’t perfect, but like we say we just want 
a perfect effort.’’

Another thing that was accomplished with the Athens victory was 
that the Eagles will be playing for a district title at home against Kil-
gore, regardless of the outcome against Palestine on Nov. 29.

The Bulldogs handed Chapel Hill a 41-20 defeat in Kilgore last 
Friday to improve to 3-0 in district. Chapel Hill meanwhile, slipped 
to 1-2 in district.

Kilgore will travel to Henderson this Friday to tangle with the Lions.

Senior Brylee Bergbower was chosen Homecoming Queen for 2021 
at Lindale High School this past Friday at Eagle Stadium.

She was crowned prior to Lindale’s 64-29 District 9-4A win over 
the Athens Hornets. Bergbower is in the National Honor Society, is a 
member of the LHS soccer team, is a captain for the LHS cheerlead-
ers, participates on the LHS track team and is on the Texas Bank and 
Trust Student Board.

Voting for this year’s Homecoming Queen concluded on Thursday, 
Oct. 14. Other Queen nominees included: Senior Preslie Walters, voted 
by the senior class; Senior Maggie Spearman, voted by the junior class 
and Senior Emma Elliott, voted by the sophomore class and Senior 

Bergbower crowned Homecoming Queen, 2021
Brylee Bergbower, voted by the freshman class.

Duchess nominees, who represented their class during the Home-
coming festivities, include Freshman Holli Dunn, Sophomore Dru 
Lewis, Junior Madeline Morton and Senior Chloe Nations.

Walters is involved in pole vaulting on the LHS track team and a 
select team, the LHS volleyball team, secretary for the LHS National 
Honor Society and the Texas Bank and Trust Student Board.

Spearman enjoys being involved in basketball as the LHS team’s 
captain, NHS, and Grace Student Ministry.

Elliott is a captain for the LHS Cheerleader squad and participates in 
FFA, livestock judging, agriculture mechanics and competes in rodeos.

Lindale High School Homecoming Queen Brylee Bergbower was joined by queen nominees senior Preslie Walters, 
senior Maggie Spearman and senior Emma Elliott.           Photo by Terry Cannon

Texans will decide eight 
proposed amendments to the 

state Constitution Nov. 2. 
By Andrew Zhang

The Texas Tribune
Texas voters can now weigh in on potential changes to the state’s 

Constitution regarding religious services, eligibility requirements for 
judges, county infrastructure and more. 

Election day is Nov. 2, and early voting began Monday, Oct. 18 
and lasts until Oct. 29. 

The proposed additions to the Texas Constitution were passed as 
bills during this year’s legislative session, and a majority of voters 
in the state must approve each amendment before it can be officially 
added to the Constitution. 

In 2017, Texas voters approved all seven amendments on the ballot; 
in 2019, voters greenlit nine out of 10 proposed changes. 

There are no state elected seats on the ballot this November. Certain 
local elections may have area-specific positions and initiatives on 
the ballot, such as school board officials and city council members. 

Here’s the breakdown of each proposed amendment.
Proposition 1: rodeo raffles
Proposition 1 would allow charitable raffles at rodeo events. Unau-

thorized raffles can be considered illegal gambling under Texas law. 
In 2015, voters approved a rule to allow charitable raffles at pro-

fessional sports games. The resulting change created fundraising 
opportunities for education, cancer research and youth programs, 
according to an amendment analysis.

The constitutional amendment on the ballot this November would 
extend that permission to rodeo events by the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association or the Women’s Professional Rodeo Associ-
ation.

Lindale is one step closer to having a new Kinzie Community Cen-
ter after city council members approved a construction manager for 
the project Tuesday night during their regularly scheduled meeting 
at city hall.

In July, the council approved hiring the Brannon Corporation to 
oversee the project, which will replace the existing center located in 
Pool Park.

Jackson Construction Company, out of Quitman, is currently 
working with the Lindale ISD and refurbishing Lindale’s First Baptist 
Church, was recommended to the council by Brannon Corp. officials.

The recommendation was passed unanimously by the council.
The new center, which will be similar to the design used for city 

hall, is to be more than 5,100 square feet with an activity center and 
accommodate up to 175 people.

The Kinzie Center has long been a gathering place for civic clubs 
and various functions throughout the years.

After the new center is up and running, city officials say the baseball 
and softball leagues using Pool Park will move to Faulkner Park, just 
north of the city. 

A new rental rate, which city officials say won’t be prohibitive, will 
be in effect for the new Kinzie Center.

In other action Tuesday night, council members:
—Discussed procedures for the holiday season relating to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. City Manager Carolyn Caldwell asked coun-
cil members for guidance regarding things such as the holiday open 
house and the employee Christmas party. Council members agreed 
to let Caldwell work on those items.

City council names construction manager for community center
Mayor Pro-tem Ginger Sims suggested the city be involved in host-

ing an end of Christmas parade gathering at Picker’s Pavilion, while 
Council member Yvette Martin suggested hosting a Christmas themed 
movie at The Cannery, if approved by Cannery officials.

Caldwell noted that movie rights would have to be secured ahead 
of scheduling a movie.

—Nominated Sims to appear on the ballot for the Smith County 
Appraisal Board of Directors. Motion was approved unanimously.

—Approved the Lindale News and Times as the city’s official news-
paper. Caldwell said this is an item that has to be approved each year.

Smith County Fire Marshal and Emergency Management 
Coordinator Jay Brooks recently graduated from the pres-
tigious National Emergency Management Basic Academy.
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Air travel was one of the hardest 
hit industries when the COVID-19 
pandemic and the resulting shut-
downs occurred in the spring of 

2020. Things 
are looking up, 
but continue to 
be well below 
pre-pandemic 
levels. The re-
cent weekend 
of cancellations 
and delays il-
lustrates one 

aspect of the ongoing challenges.
Total US airline traffic plum-

meted from about 78.9 million 
passengers in February 2020 to 
just 3.0 million in April (according 
to the US Bureau of Transporta-
tion Statistics). Numbers have 
been recovering, but total pas-
sengers were still only 73 million 
in July 2021 (the latest available 

(Somewhat) Friendlier Skies
data) which is about 15% lower 
than July 2019 (86.5 million), 
but almost three times the July 
2020 level.

International travel has natural-
ly been slower to recover with var-
ious restrictions and requirements, 
and it remains decidedly below 
pre-pandemic levels for travelers 
through the US. Globally, 1.8 
billion passengers flew in 2020, a 
decrease of 60% compared with 
the 4.5 billion passengers in 2019.

The summer of 2021 was sup-
posed to bring a return to more 
normal conditions, but the Delta 
variant and rising cases caused 
some slowing in the recovery. 
Things are looking better now, 
with vaccination rates up and the 
recent surge beginning to subside. 
The US has now reduced restric-
tions on inbound international 
travel, and airlines are adding 

flights back to the schedule, al-
though workforce and logistical 
issues abound.

Looking ahead, it may be a cou-
ple of years before global passen-
ger numbers attain pre-pandemic 
levels. The International Air 
Travel Association projects that 
the number of global travelers will 
be 52% of pre-COVID-19 levels 
for 2021, with 88% recovery next 
year. The effects are expected 
to linger, and expectations for 
2030 remain about 7% below the 
pre-pandemic forecast.

Air cargo was also dramatically 
affected. During the worst of the 
crisis, most commercial planes 
were grounded as travel was 
halted. A large portion of air cargo 
volume is usually shipped on pas-
senger planes; and without these 
flights, airlines converted planes 
for purely cargo use. Despite 

By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST
capacity constraints, the industry 
reacted quickly to distribute per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE), 
essential goods, and vaccines. 
Boxes were literally strapped into 
seats to speed distribution.

Going forward, air cargo is 
likely to remain a growth leader 
for the industry. Global trade is 
projected to expand substantially 
in the coming decades, with all 
modes of transport enjoying high-
er demand. The rapid responsive-
ness of air cargo is a natural fit for 
the e-commerce segment of retail, 
which expanded dramatically in 
importance through the pandemic.

Despite a healthy federal stimu-
lus, airlines have struggled to deal 
with the pandemic and its after-
math. Travel is trending and even 
accelerating in the right direction, 
but is unlikely to shatter the sound 
barrier anytime soon. Stay safe!

 Early voting begins on eight proposed amendments
If history is an indicator, Texas voters will likely go to the polls 

on Nov. 2 in underwhelming numbers to decide the fate of eight 
proposed amendments to the state’s constitution. With no statewide 
races on the ballot, and a scattering of local elections for city council 
and school board, turnout typically is low. Nevertheless, early voting 
is now underway and continues until Oct. 29. 

The proposed amendments include allowing raffles at rodeo events; 
allowing counties to issue bonds for transportation infrastructure; 
banning the state from prohibiting or limiting religious services 
(related to closures during the pandemic); eligibility of candidates to 
run for judicial positions; and property tax exemption for bereaved 
families, among other measures. A fuller explanation of the proposed 
amendments can be found at the non-partisan BallotPedia site: https://
tinyurl.com/29andwew

More than $1 billion in rental assistance
A federally funded rental assistance program administered through 

the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs has dis-
tributed more than $1 billion in rent and utility assistance to more 
than 174,000 Texas households — more than any other state. The 
pandemic relief measure has provided assistance in 95% of Texas 
counties and still has more than $900 million that can be distributed, 
according to TDHCA. 

“Crossing the $1 billion mark shows we were able to address a 
great and pressing need that is still present here in our state, but it’s 
important we continue to work vigorously to get help out as quickly 
as possible,” Bobby Wilkinson, TDHCA executive director, said.

Renters can apply for the program by calling 1-833-9TX-RENT 
(1-833-989-7368) or online at TexasRentRelief.com. The call cen-
ter is open Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. To qualify, 
households must be at or below 80% of the area median income and 
meet other criteria. 

State dried up in September
The cooler and wetter conditions of early summer became a dis-

tant memory in September as much of the state experienced little 
rain, according to Mark Wentzel, a hydrologist for the Texas Water 
Development Board.

“At the end of the month, drought conditions covered 7% of the 
state, up six percentage points from the end of last month,” Wentzel 
wrote. September was the first month since last March that was both 
warmer and drier for most of the state. Wentzel predicts dry conditions 
will continue for the next few months, leading to drought expanding 
to cover all but the eastern edge of Texas by the end of the year.

$36.4 million in border enforcement funding
Gov. Greg Abbott announced last week that his Public Safety 

Office will award $36.4 million in funding for law enforcement and 
prosecution in connection with Operation Lone Star, the state’s border 
security effort. 

“Operation Lone Star is critical to our efforts to secure the border, 
and we will continue to invest in this operation in order to keep Texans 
safe,” Abbott said. “The grant funding provided through House Bill 
9 ensures that our local partners along the border have the resources 
and support they need to respond to the border crisis.”

The funds will go to a dozen counties along the Texas-Mexico 
border.

How to pick the right Medicare plan
Medicare open enrollment is underway and continues through Dec. 

7. The Texas Department of Insurance provides some advice for Tex-
ans enrolling for Medicare after turning 65 this year or for existing 
enrollees considering changes to their Medicare plans. Those include:

• Know the deadlines, which in general run three months before 
turning 65 to three months after. People with insurance through their 
employer can delay enrolling, but it’s best to check with the company’s 
benefits manager.

• Learn the different parts of Medicare and decide if you need a gap 
plan to supplement Medicare coverage.

• Calculate the costs and compare plans. More information can be 
found at medicare.gov.

 New COVID-19 cases drop slightly; deaths rise
The number of new COVID-19 cases in Texas reported in the past 

week dropped slightly to 48,971, according to the Coronavirus Re-
source Center at Johns Hopkins University, but new deaths jumped 
34% to 1,949. The latest wave of serious cases appears to be slacking 
off from the highs reported in late August and September, with 5,376 
COVID-19 patients in Texas hospitals as of Sunday. That’s a drop of 
nearly two-thirds from its late-summer peak, according to the Texas 
Department of State Health Services. 

The number of Texans who are fully vaccinated ticked up to 15.2 
million, according to DSHS, while more than 900,000 people have 
received an additional dose of the vaccine. The additional doses were 
first authorized in mid-August.

…slow talkin’
I do so love words, the kind you read, the kind you speak, and 

especially the ones you mangle in making a point. Just hang with me 
and you will see what I mean.

Hubby and I watched a segment on English and Irish pubs and the 
impact of the pandemic on some centuries old public (pub) houses. 
Many have closed, some are in buildings that date back to Viking 
raiders before 1,000 A.D. At least that is what the interviewed pub-
lican (owner) said. 

Public Houses, what an interesting concept. Not a bar, certainly not 
a sports bar, or a coffee shop with fru-fru drinks that cost more than a 
meal at any fast food restaurant. And, although they often have food 
it is not the focus. Conversation and community are the point of the 
establishments.

What I noticed in this great news segment is that almost everyone 
they interviewed was an eloquent conversationalist. Could that be 
because in those pubs people are actually having conversations on a 
wide range of topics using ‘their words’, quality words. Here in the 
states we have a tendency to speak in shorthand, even us slow-talkin’ 
Texans. Despite that fact, a few words can go a long way when shared 
with strangers.

I know this to be true because Jim and I met a guy who works in 
San Francisco at an airline’s headquarters. We happened to be at a 
Disney Springs outdoor establishment. Airline guy was feeling good 
and waxing eloquent with his opinions when he engaged us in con-
versation. He was very friendly and definitely impressed with our 
friendliness and willingness to engage in conversation with a stranger. 
Heck, he really needs to get to Texas. We talk to dogs, cats, livestock, 
any random stranger, and are always willing to offer a listening ear. I 
have been told more than once that I can “…talk the paint off the wall”.

This fellow whose sheets were pretty much flapping in the wind, 
said that if his co-workers heard our accents we would be labeled 

‘hillbillies’ because of our southern accents. Jimmy immediately in-
formed the friendly stranger that we had Texas’ accents not southern 
ones. And, if he paid attention we even have different accents because 
we are from different regions of the state. I told Sheets-in-the-Wind, 
that this hillbilly had three college degrees and the guy I am married 
to is president of Texas Press. I couldn’t help it. I just couldn’t stop 
myself. But, I did tell him we were from the ‘friendly’ state and he 
needed to spend more time in Texas…for obvious reasons.

As we continued our conversation we discovered that old Jim 
and I were able to break a few pre-conceived notions about Texans, 
charm Mr. Sheets and make an impression that might last beyond 
the headache he was sure to have the next day. After all, we believe 
that every Texan is an ambassador for the state. And as we all know, 
Texas is the best and Texans are the friendliest people around. We are 
opinionated, rowdy, hard-working folks with a sense of humor who 
enjoy meeting people. Most of us are just down-to-earth good folks.

We also have the God-given good sense not to judge someone by 
their accent. Heck, I have known folks who could buy and sell Mr. 
Sheets’ airline twice over while turning two syllable words into four. 
And as I told Mr. Sheets as he left, “We may talk slow but never make 
the mistake that we think slow…and if you ever get to Texas we will 
be happy to show you around.”

Take the time to enjoy people this week. You never know when they 
might just need a listening ear, a warm conversation and a friend. That 
is how opinions are changed and differences made. Y’all understand, 
don’t you? After all we speak the same language.

Continued from Page 1

Texans will decide eight proposed amendments 
to the state Constitution Nov. 2. 

Proposition 2: tax financing 
for county infrastructure

This amendment would au-
thorize counties to issue bonds 
or notes to raise funds for trans-
portation infrastructure in under-
developed areas. Already, cities 
and towns have the authority to 
fund projects with this financing 
method. 

Counties would repay these 
bonds by pledging increased 
property tax revenues, but these 
funds cannot be used for con-
struction, maintenance or acqui-
sition of toll roads. 

Proposition 3: restrictions on 
religious services

If approved, Proposition 3 
would ban the state from prohibit-
ing or limiting religious services, 
including those in churches and 
other places of worship. 

The move stems from conflicts 
over churches that closed during 
the early months of the pandem-
ic in 2020. Some local officials 
extended stay-at-home orders to 
include places of worship, requir-
ing them to limit attendance or 
make services virtual — a trend 
Gov. Greg Abbott and other Re-
publicans pushed back on. 

But critics of the proposal 
worry the change could prevent 
the government from acting to 
protect people in future emer-
gencies, such as evacuations and 
public health emergencies.

Proposition 4: state judge 
eligibility

Proposition 4 would require 
candidates to have 10 years of ex-
perience practicing law in Texas 
to be eligible for election to the 
Texas Supreme Court, the Court 
of Criminal Appeals or a Texas 
court of appeals. Currently, the 
law requires 10 years of experi-
ence but allows for out-of-state 
experience.

Additionally, candidates run-
ning to be a district judge would 
need eight years of law practice 
or judicial experience in a Texas 
court, up from the current require-
ment of four years. 

Proponents of the change argue 
it could create a higher-quality 
judiciary, but opponents say the 
proposed requirements could 
reduce voter choice and diver-
sity within the candidate pool. 
In Texas, judges are elected by 
popular vote. 

Proposition 5: judicial mis-
conduct process

Proposition 5 would allow the 
State Commission on Judicial 
Conduct to have oversight of 
candidates running for judicial 
seats by accepting complaints or 
reports, conducting investigations 
and reprimanding them. The com-
mision, an independent agency 
created by the state Constitution, 
already has these powers over 
current judicial officeholders. 

Proposition 6: essential care-
giver designation

This amendment would allow 
residents of nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities to des-
ignate one essential caregiver 
who cannot be denied in-person 
visitation rights. If the proposition 
passes, the Legislature would 
create further guidelines for these 
caregivers.

Like Proposition 3, Proposi-
tion 6 also comes as a response 
to pandemic-era restrictions. 
Nursing homes, which were hit 
particularly hard by COVID-19, 
saw extended visitation restric-
tions that prevented residents 
from seeing family and friends 
for months.

Proposition 7: property tax 
exemptions for bereaved fam-
ilies

Proposition 7 would put a 
limit on school district property 
taxes incurred by the surviving 
spouse of a person with dis-
abilities older than 65 who has 
died. The surviving spouse must 
be at least 55 years old at the 
partner’s time of death and still 
live in the home. 

The amendment is necessary 
to update the Constitution in 
accordance with the tax code, 
which was modified in the 2019 
legislative session to include this 
change. If approved, individuals 
eligible for these tax breaks could 
receive refunds on collections in 
2020 and 2021. 

The resolution could reduce 
school district property tax rev-
enue and increase state funding 
in accordance with Texas public 
school funding formulas, accord-
ing to analysis of the amendment. 
However, the exact cost of the 
change cannot be estimated be-
cause the number of surviving 
spouses is unknown.

Proposition 8: property tax 
exemptions for military families

Proposition 8 would expand 
eligibility for residential home-
stead tax exemptions to include 
spouses of military members 
killed or fatally injured in the line 
of duty. Currently, the exemption 
is extended to spouses of military 
members killed in action. 

The new eligibility would in-
clude people killed in accidental 
vehicle crashes or non-hostile 
events. 

This exemption would apply 
to fewer than 10 people per 
year, according to analysis of the 
amendment.

NEED CASH FAST?
Sell your unwanted items in the Classifieds. 

Call us at  903-882-8880



Hunting is different now than 
it was when I was a kid.  We 
didn’t have all these hunting 
shows on the Outdoor Channel 
and such.  All we had was the 
American Sportsman with Curt 
Gowdy, which mainly consisted 
of watchin’ Bing Crosby and Phil 
Harris sittin’ in a duck blind or 
huntin’ quail and, tellin’ jokes, 
and stuff like that.  

Now-a-days, with a few punch-
es of the remote you can be hun-
tin’ Kudu in Africa, Red Stag in 
New Zealand, or Musk Ox up at 
the Arctic Circle.  It’s probably 
a good thing we didn’t have the 
Outdoor Channel back then.  If 
we had, I probably would weigh 
about 300 pounds and be the 
color of an egg and still livin’ at 
the ol’ homestead.  

My only exposure to Africa 
was from Tarzan movies, which 
I watched religiously.  Heck, 
that’s where I learned to talk to 
animals. I found out if you say 
the word ungawa to any African 
animal, they’ll do whatever it is 
you want them to.  

If you want an elephant to sit 
down, say ungawa.  If you want 
your pet monkey to go into the 
jungle and to bring you back a 
peach the size of a watermelon, 
say ungawa.  

I got kicked out of the zoo 
back when I was a kid for yellin’ 
ungawa at the monkeys.  By the 
way the monkeys at the zoo must 
think ungawa means throw your 
doo doo at the kid yellin’ ungawa.  

Where was I?  Oh yeah, hunt-
ing.

My first exposure to hunting 
was when I was six years old 
when I got my first BB gun.  That 
BB gun was the best gun I ever 
owned.  I killed bears, lions, ti-
gers, and elephants with that gun, 
and I did it without any BB’s.  

That’s right.  My dad gave me 
the gun, but did not give me any 
BB’s.  Being of sound mind and 
body, he knew that if I had BB’s, 
he would probably live to regret 
it, plus I think my mom had a say 
so in it, too.  

Well, after killing all the bears, 
lions, tigers, and elephants in my 
back yard, I decided I needed 
some ammunition, so I could 
shoot the more dangerous ani-
mals such as sparrows and Blue 
Jays.  

Well, since my dad wouldn’t 
get me any BB’s, I did the next 
best thing.  I remembered my 
momma had a little bitty jar of 
silver BB’s that she decorated 
cakes and such with.  Well, I 
borrowed some of those BB’s 
and proceeded to load my BB 
gun with them.  

The first one shot out of my 
gun fine.  After that, nothing 
came out.  But that didn’t stop 
me from trying.  I shot and shot 
and shot, but nothing came out.  
In fact, my gun quit workin’.  
When it quit workin’, I took it 
to my dad, and told him that my 
gun was broke.  

He took it into his shop, and 
proceeded to take it apart.  Well, 
when he pulled the magazine 
tube off of the gun, a fine stream 
of powder poured onto his work 
bench.  It was white powder 
mixed with little silver flakes.  He 
looked at me, and I broke down 
and confessed what I had done.  

Although confessions did not 
keep you from getting a whippin’, 
afterword you were told that they 
were proud of you for tellin’ the 
truth, which was supposed to 
eased the pain of the whippin’ 
a little.  

It didn’t.
But I didn’t get a whippin’.  

No, Daddy emptied all the pow-
der, oiled the gun up, and got it 
workin’ again.  Then we went 
down to the Cope’s Country Store 
and bought a 3 cent pack of BB’s.  
After that, there wasn’t a sparrow 
or Blue Jay safe.

My first exposure to big game 
hunting was just a few weeks 
after I got my BB gun.  We 
lived on an old oil topped road 
and behind our house was a few 
hundred acres of woods.  I don’t 
know who those woods belonged 
to, but I figured they were mine, 
so I treated them as such.  

This place was a boys dream; 
woods, a creek, and big moun-
tain (small hill) and lots of stuff 
to shoot at.  Well, I was walkin’ 
through the woods one day, when 
I saw somethin’ comin’ down the 
trail toward me.  I stopped and 
hid behind a tree and watched it.  

It was pretty far away and just 
looked like a big lump of fur.  I 
got my BB gun ready just in case.  
In just a little while it got near 
enough to see what it was.  It was 
a racoon. Well, I watched that 
ol’ ‘coon lumber down the trail 
toward me.  Now I had already 
figured that my BB gun did not 
have a lot of range to it.  In other 
words, it wouldn’t shoot a long 
ways off, so I figured I’d wait 
until it got really close and I’d 
let him have it. 

 
I 

was already thinkin’ of what a 
hero I would be when I walked 
into the house with a big ol’ 
racoon.  Not only that, I could 
make myself a coonskin cap.

Well, it took that thing forever 
to get within range of my BB gun, 
but when he did, I was ready.  I 
sighted down the barrel and got 
my front sight between the notch 
of the rear sight, just like my dad-
dy had showed me, and I slowly 
squeezed the trigger.  

Let me stop here for a minute.  
Did I tell you what kind of BB 
gun I had?  Well, it was a Daisy 
BB gun, but it wasn’t a Red Ry-
der.  Now I’m not knockin’ Red 
Ryder, but the Red Ryder wasn’t 
the best BB gun Daisy produced.  

The one my daddy got me was 
the Daisy Ricochet Rifle.  It cost 
$9.95.  It was the good one.  This 
gun made you a better hunter, 
because you only got one shot at 
your game.  Oh, it was a repeater 
alright, but every time you shot it, 
it had a little ricochet noise that 
it made.  If you’ve ever watched 
an old cowboy show on TV, 
then you know what the ricochet 
sound is.  It’s the sound of a bullet 
when it glances off of a rock or 
something.  

Well, every time I pulled the 
trigger on my BB gun, it would 
make that ricochet sound, “Whin-
nnnng,” which would scare off 
anything in the woods.  So, if 
you didn’t hit whatever you were 
aimin’ at the first time, you could 
forget about gettin’ a second shot.  

It didn’t matter how fast you 
could cock your gun the game 
you were shootin’ at would be 
gone.  Cockin’ a BB gun is not as 
easy as the cowboys did it with 
their Winchesters.  If you were 
a little kid, you had to put the 
stock of the gun on the ground, 
put your foot up next to the stock 
so it wouldn’t move, hold on to 
the barrel with your left hand, and 
then cock the gun by pullin’ up on 
the cockin’ lever with your right 
hand, all the while keepin’ your 
face clear of the muzzle.

Anywho, I had my bead on 
this big ol’ racoon.  When he got 
about 10 feet from me, I squeezed 
the trigger.  “POW!  WHINN-
NNG!” went my gun.  The BB 
shot out at lightnin’ speed, but 
since I must have had super 

vision, I saw the BB leave the 
barrel and travel straight and true 
toward its intended target.  I saw 
it hit the target right between the 
eyes.  I also saw it bounce off the 
racoon’s head and bounce back 
and hit the tree I was standing 
behind.  He didn’t run, he just 
shook his head.  I cocked the gun 
and aimed again.  He had stopped 
in the trail, and was lookin’ right 
at me.  “POW! WHINNNNG!” 
said my BB gun.  This time the 
BB did not bounce back.  It sort 
of stuck between the racoon’s 
eyes, and then dislodged itself, 
and rolled down to the end of his 
nose and dropped to the ground. 

He didn’t even blink,  instead, 
he rared up (that’s reared up 
for you Yankees out there) and 
growled.  Have you ever heard a 
racoon growl?  Now I don’t mean 
a little growl like they’re irritated.  
I mean a full blown “I’m fixin’ to 
eat you after I scratch your guts 
out” growl.  

Well, I might have been only 
six years old, but I was old 
enough to know that the situation 
I was in was not good.  I turned 
around and I started runnin’.  
Behind me the racoon decided 
he wanted to see just how fast I 
could run.  

You know, runnin’ through 
the woods is really not that big 
of a deal, but runnin’ through the 
woods while lookin’ over your 
shoulder, is a bit more difficult.  

I bounced off trees like a pin-
ball machine ball, but I never 
slowed down.  I couldn’t be-
cause that ol’ thing was hot on 
my heels.  Finally I came to an 
opening with no trees to bounce 
off of, so I gained a little ground.  
Eventually, I broke out of the 
woods, and high-tailed it home.  
I opened the back door and fell 
into the kitchen.  I rolled over 
onto my back and I was lookin’ 
up at my mother.

“Where have you been?” she 
asked.

“Woods,” I replied.  I would have 
said more, but that was the only word I 
could get out with the breath I had left.

“Did you see anything?”
“Racoon,” I replied again, gaspin’ 

it out.
“Oh,” Mom said.  “Those can be 

mean.”
“Shot ‘im,” I said.
“My!” said Mom.
“Ran after me,” I wheezed.
“Rusty,” she said.  “Don’t start 

telling tales now, do you hear?”
“But….”
“No buts,” she said.  “Now go get 

ready for supper.”
“Supper?” I thought.  What I 

really needed was a clean pair of 
underwear.
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Breathless tale from big game hunter

Common sense is sometimes 
uncommon to some

Rusty MitchumRusty Mitchum
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As much as we would all like to 
believe it to be true, not everyone 
is born with common sense.

Just think how much easier – 
and safer – our world would be 
if the average, otherwise normal 
person used common sense when 
they venture out into the world 
each day.

We see these (for lack of a 
better term) knuckleheads out and 
about all day. For some reason, 
their knuckleheadedness (just 
made up that word) comes when 
they are behind the wheel.

I’ve railed ad nauseam on the 
dolts among us that continue to 
text while they are driving. The 
police officers I’ve spoken to on 
this subject are just as adamant 
as I of the threat texting while 
driving poses for each and every 
one of us.

It’s been my experience that the 
majority of these driving texters 
are younger than 30 and still have 
that bulletproof mentality that 
erodes once they get a bit older.

Lindale Police Chief Dan 
Somes has told me that it’s easy 
to tell when a person is texting 
while behind the wheel because 
they appear to be intoxicated. 
They weave in and out of traffic, 
are slow to accelerate at a green 
light and drive much slower than 
the speed limit.

Which brings us to today’s 
subject: driving while under the 
influence, whether it be alcohol, 
drugs or some other mind-alter-

ing substance.
The good folks at the Texas 

Department of Transportation 
are always working to make our 
roads and driving safer and a 
recent initiative “Drive Sober. 
No Regrets. Statewide Impaired 
Driving Campaign’’ is designed 
to curtail as many DWI’s as 
possible.

Since this is football season, 
TxDOT officials decided that 
this is a prime time of the year to 
stress the importance of non-im-
paired driving and are encourag-
ing fans to celebrate responsibly 
by always finding a sober ride.

School buses are loaded with 
football players, band kids, drill 
teams, cheerleaders and all the 
others traveling to their games. 
School districts are serious about 
making sure those youngsters 
are safe and are in the hands of 
responsible adults.

But there’s not much a respon-
sible school official or bus driver 
can do when faced with a drunk 
driver coming at them on a dark-
ened back road on a Friday night.

I’ve traveled thousands and 
thousands of miles on Texas high-
ways in the past four and a half 
decades and some of those roads 
are worrisome in the day time, 
not to mention the dark of night.

 “Fall football is a time-hon-
ored tradition in our state, but 
one regrettable decision to drink 
and drive could turn game day 
into a jail time or a deadly crash,” 
said TxDOT Executive Director 
Marc Williams. ”Whether fans 
are tailgating with friends or 
celebrating their team’s big win, 
we want everyone to enjoy the 
season responsibly.”

The statistics related to drunk 
driving in Texas are frightening. 
A person in Texas dies every 
nine hours and six minutes in a 
DUI-alcohol-related traffic crash. 
In 2020, 963 people in Texas 
were killed and 2,114 seriously 
injured because someone chose 
to get behind the wheel while 
impaired.

The emotional and financial 
consequences of driving while 
impaired can last for years. 

Deaths and injuries associated 
with DWI are obviously the 
worst part of the equation, but it 
can be expensive and cause legal 
hassles. It can create difficulty 
finding or keeping a job. 

The shame and embarrassment 
associated with DWI’s can result 
in a loss of trust and regret. A 
DWI crash can devastate the lives 
of victims and survivors forever.

And, here’s where the common 
sense notion comes into play 
-- drinking and driving is 100 
percent preventable.

Simply don’t get behind the 
wheel if you’ve been drinking.

Duh.
There are many sober ride 

options available. Designate a 
sober driver, call a taxi, use a 
rideshare service, stay put, call a 
friend or family member or use 
mass transit to ensure you don’t 
drive impaired.

Officials with TxDOT’s “Drive 
Sober’’ campaign will conduct 
outreach events at colleges across 
the state in conjunction with the 
football season. These events will 
feature video exhibits, testimoni-
als from Texans who are dealing 
with the daily consequences of 
drunk driving as either a survivor 
or offender.

More information can be ob-
tained by logging onto www.
facesofdrunkdriving.com.

Please be a lifesaver and use 
the common sense the Creator 
gave you.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column comes from the archives of 
the Lindale News and Times, which is available online for $2.99 
per month. Call 903-882-8880 to set up your online subscription.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, Oct. 22, 2020

Lindale’s Eagles traveled to Athens and brought home their 
fourth straight District 9-4A win, a 35-16 decision over the Hornets, 
who fell to 0-4 in district.

Athens actually held an early 9-0 lead when a snap sailed over 
the head of Lindale quarterback Sam Peterson in the first quarter 
for a safety which was coupled with a Hornets’ TD pass a few 
minutes later.

Peterson and receiver Jacob Seekford began the Lindale come-
back with a 63-yard scoring pass in the second period. A Jordan 
Jenkins TD run along with a pick six from defensive back Airik 
Williams finally turned the tide in favor of Lindale.

The defense took things from there into the second half, led by 
a back-breaking interception from standout defensive back Airik 
Williams.

With the Hornets driving on their first possession of the second 
half, Williams stepped in front of an Arroyo pass and sprinted 90 
yards for the go-ahead touchdown.

FIVE YEARS AGO, Oct. 20, 2016
Two more District 17-5A volleyball foes fell to the Lindale High 

School Lady Eagles who beat Jacksonville and then Ennis.
Against Jacksonville, the varsity won 25-15, 25-20 and 25-11, 

while against Ennis Lindale won 26-24, 27-25 and 25-16.
Against Jacksonville, Amber Walker had eight kills and eight 

blocks, Baleigh Thurman had seven kills and four blocks and 
Brina Kuslak had six kills and two blocks. Defensive standouts 
were Rajel Flores with 17 digs, Jennifer Moyer with 12 digs and 
Alisha Kiser had 11 digs.

Mattie Stricklin had 15 assists and Harleigh Thurman had 10 in 
the win over Jacksonville.

Against Ennis, Brina Kuslak had 13 kills and eight blocks, 
Ryleigh Rand had nine kills and eight blocks, while Rajel Flores 
came through with 34 digs and Jennifer Moyer contributed 17 
digs. Harleigh Thurman had 21 assists and Mattie Stricklin had 11.

10 YEARS AGO, Oct. 20, 2011
Sales tax figures rose 1.4 percent from September 2010 to 

September 2011 according to numbers released by Texas State 
Comptroller Susan Combs. During September 2010, Lindale 
collected $147,426 in sales taxes and for September 2011 the city 
collected $149,537. 

Combs said state sales tax revenue for September, 2011 was 
$1.76 billion, up 11.8 percent compared to September 2010.
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AgriLife Extension offers Beekeeping 101 course
By Susan Himes

Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service

Beekeeping 101 will take place as 
a series of virtual-live trainings in 
October and will include an optional 
in-person field day.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service workshop is for those looking to 
learn more about beekeeping and start 
their own hives. The online course will 
run live from 6-8 p.m. on Oct. 5, Oct. 
6, Oct. 12 and Oct. 13.  

The series costs $45, and advance 
registration is required at https://tx.ag/
Bee101Oct21Reg. The event will also 
be recorded for registered participants 
who can’t attend online at the time of 
the live broadcast. 

A beekeeping resources kit with cata-
logs, fact sheets and additional materi-
als will be mailed to participants at the 
address they provided when registering.

“Beekeeping is a hobby that has 
increased in interest over the past 
several years due to a combination of 
factors: media attention of a decline 
of honey bee populations, the need to 

increase pollination in an individual’s 
landscape, the desire for environmental 
stewardship, homesteading popularity, 
producing honey and other byproducts 
of bees, and for those looking to get an 
ag exemption for their property taxes,” 
said course instructor Molly Keck, 
AgriLife Extension senior program spe-
cialist and board certified entomologist, 
San Antonio.

An optional field day will take 
place in the Leon Springs area of far 
northwest San Antonio, located south 
of Boerne. Participants may choose 
between an Oct. 8 or Oct. 16 field day 
option when registering. Details will 
be confirmed via email to registered 
participants once location details are 
finalized.

Beekeeping 101
The course dates and topics for Bee-

keeping 101 are as follows:
– Oct. 5: Honey Bee Biology.
– Oct. 6: Beekeeping Basics.
– Oct. 12: What to Expect the First 

Year.
– Oct. 13: Risks to Honey Bees – 

Pests and Others.
Keeping, managing bees

“You don’t need much land to keep 
bees, you just have to be committed 
to managing the bees if you are in a 
smaller space,” Keck said. “There are 
plenty of urban, backyard beekeepers 
and even rooftop beekeepers. But for an 
ag exemption, you need a minimum of 

5 acres and no more than 20 acres can 
be used for the ag exemption.” 

The course will cover the basics of 
beekeeping to prepare participants to 
have their own hives by covering honey 
bee biology, beekeeping equipment, 
managing a hive and pest management. 

Interaction with instructors will also 
help guide participants in learning what 
to expect during their early years as a 
beekeeper.

Keck said the focus of the course is 
very much “how to do, what to buy, 
where to buy” for beekeeping.
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Ex-McKinney resident charged
with fraud for PPP loan applications

A former McKinney man has been charged 
with federal violations related to his alleged 
participation in a scheme to file fraudulent loan 
applications seeking millions of dollars in forgiv-
able Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans 
guaranteed by the Small Business Administration 
(SBA) under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act, said Davilyn 
Walston, spokesperson for Acting U.S. Attorney 
Nicholas J. Ganjei.

Sinoj Kallamplackal Joseph, 42, was charged in 
an indictment filed in the Eastern District of Texas 
with seven counts of wire fraud and three counts 
of making false statements to a bank.  

The indictment alleges that Joseph submitted 
fraudulent applications for over $3 million in PPP 
loans to an SBA-approved lender in the names of 
MK Analytics, LLC; Sanbi Solutions, LLC; and 
KMS Traders Group, LLC.  In these applications, 
Joseph fabricated payroll records, including the 
number of employees working for his companies 
and the amounts of his payroll costs, the indict-
ment alleges.  The indictment also alleges that 
Joseph submitted fraudulent documentation in 
support of his applications.  If convicted, Joseph 
faces up to 20 years in federal prison for the wire 
fraud charges and up to 30 years in federal prison 
for making false statements to a bank.

“This indictment is the latest installment in 
our District’s efforts to hold accountable those 

who perpetrate fraud on the Paycheck Protection 
Program,” said Ganjei.  “PPP has been a vital 
tool for American small businesses and their em-
ployees who have struggled with the economic 
fallout from the pandemic.  EDTX is committed 
to pursuing fraudsters who have exploited this 
program to the detriment of others.”

On May 17, 2021, the U.S. Attorney General 
established the COVID-19 Fraud Enforcement 
Task Force to marshal the resources of the De-
partment of Justice in partnership with agencies 
across government to enhance efforts to combat 
and prevent pandemic-related fraud. 

The Task Force bolsters efforts to investigate 
and prosecute the most culpable domestic and 
international criminal actors and assists agencies 
tasked with administering relief programs to pre-
vent fraud by, among other methods, augmenting 
and incorporating existing coordination mecha-
nisms, identifying resources and techniques to 
uncover fraudulent actors and their schemes, and 
sharing and harnessing information and insights 
gained from prior enforcement efforts. 

This case is being investigated by Internal 
Revenue Service-Criminal Investigation, Small 
Business Administration - OIG, Federal Reserve 
Board - OIG, FDIC - OIG, and the Treasury In-
spector General for Tax Administration.  Assistant 
U.S. Attorneys Sean J. Taylor and Nathaniel C. 
Kummerfeld are prosecuting the case.

It’s better to “bee’’ safe than sorry;
Listening to mom’s advice is best

The following items are compiled from recent Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department law enforcement reports.

Bee Careful!
A swarm of bees attacked a rancher utilizing an open 

top bulldozer to clear brush from his property when he 
inadvertently ran over their hive. Unable to be removed 
from his vehicle, a ranch hand covered him in blankets 
and called emergency services for assistance. 

Supported by local EMS, Sheriff’s Department, 
and Eldorado Volunteer Fire Department, Schleicher 
and Sutton County Game Wardens responded to the 
incident. The volunteer fire department sprayed down 
the area to remove some of the bees. 

One of the responding wardens, an avid beekeeper 
in his spare time, applied his knowledge to reach the 
rancher. Wearing his personal beekeeping suits, the 
wardens and sheriff removed the man from the bulldoz-
er. Since the area was inaccessible to EMS vehicles, the 
wardens cleared their truck and transported the severely 
stung operator to EMS vehicles who were waiting to 
take him to the hospital. 

He recovered from his injuries.
Tubin’ to the Oldies

Real and Uvalde County Game Wardens received a 
call about a 67-year-old man who had been separated 
from his family while tubing down the river. After 
interviewing the family and the outfitter, wardens de-
termined the tuber failed to exit at the designated area 
and continued downstream. 

One warden drove to a nearby ranch where he 
launched a drone in an attempt to locate the tuber. At 
the same time, the other warden spoke to the foreman of 
the ranch and requested assistance in locating the tuber. 

The foreman spoke to a group of tubers who said 
they saw the individual. The information was relayed 
to both wardens. Based on the tips, the wardens located 
the individual and returned him to his family.

Shell Shocked
A state biologist contacted a warden about an inquiry 

made by a local elementary school regarding rehabil-
itating Texas tortoises. After learning more about the 
situation, the warden determined that the school was 
keeping approximately 24 tortoises inside a small 
atrium on school property. 

Unfortunately, the tortoises were a threatened species 
and unable to be possessed by any individual or entity. 
School staff stated that several years ago they acquired 
two tortoises and over the years, students brought more 
tortoises into the facility. 

The warden arrived at the school to collect the tor-
toises for TPWD assisted relocation. In doing so, the 
curious students and staff gathered around the atrium 
to watch. 

The warden made use of the attention by turning 
the removal into an impromptu educational program 
on the tortoises and their natural habitat. The tortoises 
were later released at a nearby ranch in prime Texas 
tortoise habitat.

Mother Knows Best
Over the Memorial Day weekend, game wardens 

conducting water safety patrols were sent videos of a 
man jumping off a red and white boat, harassing and 
capturing a Canada Goose. 

Despite efforts to locate the boat and the individuals 
involved, wardens were unable to track them down. 
Two months later while conducting a water safety 
check on a different boat, the wardens noticed several 
of the occupants on the vessel wearing identical hats 
to those in the video. 

One of the wardens humorously asked about the hats 
and if they knew the individual who had caught the 
goose in the video. The occupants confirmed they knew 
him and affirmed their knowledge of the “goose video.”

They pointed to a male in the back of the boat and 
identified him as the “goose capturer.’’

The Wardens asked the identified male to join them 
on their boat for further questioning. The male admit-
ted he was the one in the video and said his mom had 
warned him he was going to get into trouble. 

He added, “I should’ve listened to my mom!” 
Wardens explained to the individual the definition of 
“hunt,” according to Texas law is “To capture, trap, 
take or kill, or any attempts thereof.” The individual 
was issued a citation for “Hunting Canada Geese in a 
Closed Season.” 

He was also issued a written warning for “Hunting 
Canada Geese by Illegal Means and Methods.” 

The goose survived.

Smith County Habitat for Humanity
receives $300,000 USDA grant

Habitat for Humanity of 
Smith County has received 
a $300,000 Housing Preser-
vation Grant from the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) for critical home 
repairs for rural East Texans, 
said local Habitat Director 
of  Development  Rebecca 
Berkley.

“We are so excited to once 
again receive funding from the 
USDA to help our low-income 
seniors, veterans and people 
with disabilities receive the 
help they need to make repairs 
to their homes so they can stay 
in their own homes,” said Jack 
Wilson, Habitat CEO. “Many 

of our clients have to choose 
between paying for a home 
repair and buying groceries 
or medicine. This grant will 
enable Habitat to address ev-
erything from roofs that leak, 
to faulty electrical wiring, 
needing heat or air-condition-
ing, plumbing repairs, and 
remodeling a bathroom and/
or kitchen, and making these 
areas easier to use and more 
accessible.”

The USDA grant will be 
used to repair 25 homes in 
rural portions of Anderson, 
Cherokee, Henderson, Rains, 
Rusk, Smith, Van Zandt, and 
Wood counties in East Texas.  

The funds will be leveraged 
with the $207,858 grants Hab-
itat received this year from 
the Texas Veterans Commis-
sion Fund for Veterans’ As-
sistance, Temple Foundation, 
and the Texas Department 
of Housing and Community 
Affairs.

“When we have multiple 
grants from different sourc-
es, we can combine them 
and make a bigger impact on 
someone’s home,” said Carl 
Watson, Habitat’s Director of 
Operations. 

More information on how 
to apply is available at smith-
countyhabitat.org

Friday, Oct. 8, 2021
Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham responded to a 911 hang up at 

300 block Mt Sylvan St, settled at scene. Officer Leevey responded to 
a suspicious vehicle at 800 block Brad Cir, unfounded. Officer Leevey 
and Officer Gillham responded to a public service at 1500 block S 
Main St, settled at scene. Officer Gillham responded to a 911 hang up 
at 500 block E South St, settled at scene. Officer Leevey responded 
to a suspicious circumstance at 17000 block W I-20, settled at scene. 
Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham responded to a suspicious person 
at 3300 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer Leevey responded to 
a suspicious person at 3400 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer 
Gillham responded to a loud noise complaint at 17300 block Stacy 
St, settled at scene. Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham responded 
to a loud noise complaint at 3500 block S Main St, settled at scene. 
Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham responded to a suspicious vehi-
cle at 200 block Half St, settled at scene. Officer Leevey and Officer 
Gillham responded to a violation of protection order at 3500 block 
S Main St, arrest made. 

Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021
Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey responded to a business alarm at 

14000 block FM 849, false alarm. Officer Ramsey responded to a pub-
lic service at 200 block N Main St, settled at scene. Chief Somes, Sgt 
Flores and Officers Ramsey and Jackquet responded to an assist other 
agency at 200 block Cannery Row, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk 
and Officers Philpot and Ramsey responded to a welfare concern at 
554 W I-20, unfounded. Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey respond-
ed to a 911 hang up at 55 block Miranda Lambert Way, unfounded. 
Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey responded to a public service at 
200 block Cannery Row, report taken. Officer Philpot responded to 
a welfare concern at 700 block Kennedy St, settled at scene. Officer 
Leevey responded to a Disturbance at 500 block Sunset Dr, settled 
at scene. Officer Gillham responded to a loud noise disturbance at 
15000 block FM 16 W, unfounded. 

Sunday, Oct. 10, 2021
Officer Trombley and Officer Allen responded to an animal at large 

at 15000 block Woodlands Park Dr, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton 
and Officers Trombley and Allen responded to a welfare concern at 
13300 block CR 472, settled at scene. Officer Trombley and Officer 
Allen responded to a public service at 300 block S Industrial St, settled 

at scene. Sgt Houghton and Officers Trombley and Allen responded 
to a welfare concern at 400 block Mission Crest Cir, settled at scene. 
Sgt Houghton and Officers Trombley and Allen responded to a deadly 
conduct at 14100 block CR 474, report taken. Officer Shurley and 
Officer Jackquet responded to a public service at 1500 block S Main 
St, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton and Officers Shurley and Jackquet 
responded to a disturbance at 500 block Asher, settled at scene. 

Monday, Oct. 11, 2021
Officer Allen responded to a public service at 200 block Cannery 

Row, settled a scene. Sgt Houghton and Officers Trombley and Allen 
responded to a suspicious person at 300 block Helen Dr, unfounded. 
Chief Somes, Cpt Chambers, Sgt Flores, Sgt Houghton and Officers 
Allen and Trombley responded to an assist other agency at 900 block 
E Hubbard St, unfounded. Officer Allen responded to a public service 
at 500 block S Main St, settled at scene. Cpt Chambers, Sgt Flores, Sgt 
Houghton, and Officers Allen and Dailey responded to a disturbance 
at 600 block Fruitdale St, settled at scene. Chief Somes and Officer 
Trombley responded to a public service at 100 block E Centennial 
Blvd, settled at scene. Officer Shurley and Officer Jackquet respond-
ed to an evading arrest; arrest made. Officer Shurley responded to a 
suspicious circumstance at 1500 block Wood Springs Rd, settled at 
scene. Officer Jackquet responded to a business alarm at 15500 block 
CR 463, false alarm. 

Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021
Officer Allen responded to a public service at 200 block Randy Dr, 

settled at scene. Officer Allen responded to a suspicious vehicle at 

15500 block CR 4200, settled at scene. Officer Allen responded to a 
welfare concern 900 block Mount Sylvan St, settled at scene. Officer 
Trombley responded to a theft at 3200 block S Main St, report taken. 
Officer Allen responded to a public service at 100 block Ballard Dr, 
settled at scene. Officer Allen responded to a public service at 100 
block Ballard Dr, settled at scene. Officer Trombley and Officer Allen 
responded to an assist smith co at 3500 block S Main St, settled at 
scene. Sgt Houghton and Officers Jackquet and Shurley responded 
to a stolen vehicle at 100 block E Centennial Blvd, unfounded. Sgt 
Houghton and Officers Jackquet and Shurley responded to an accident 
at 3200 block S Main St, report taken. Sgt Houghton and Officers 
Jackquet and Shurley responded to a warrant service at 300 block S 
Main St, arrest made. Officer Shurley responded to a business alarm 
at 100 block N Main St, false alarm.  

Wednesday, Oct. 13, 2021
Officer Philpot, Officer Ramsey, and Capt. Chambers responded to 

a disturbance at 100 block E Centennial Blvd, settled at scene. Officer 
Philpot responded to an abandoned vehicle at mile marker 554 I-20, 
settled at scene. Officer Philpot, Officer Ramsey, Officer Wedgeworth, 
and Sgt. Dworaczyk responded to an accident at 200 block W South 
St, report taken. Officer Shurley responded to an alarm at the 100 
block of N Main Street, settled at scene. Officer Leevey responded 
to a suspicious vehicle at 21200 block Highway 69 North, settled at 
scene. Sgt. Dworaczyk, Officer Leevey and Wedgeworth responded 
to the 200 block of Centennial Blvd to assist another agency, settled 
at scene. Officer Gillham assisted Smith County Sheriffs office at 
15800 block Country way, settled at scene. 

 Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021
Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey responded to an accident at mile 

marker 556 I-20, report taken. Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey re-
sponded to a traffic complaint at 400 block W Hubbard St, unfounded. 
Officer Ramsey, Sgt. Flores, Det. Fortunas, Capt. Chambers responded 
to a welfare concern in the 13300 block of Interstate 20 West, settled at 
scene. Sgt. Dworaczyk assisted Smith County Sheriff’s office at mile 
marker 556 I-20 W, settled at scene. Capt. Chambers responded to a 
city ordinance violation at the 13300 block of Interstate 20 W, settled at 
scene. Capt. Chambers responded to the 200 block of Blackberry Blvd 
for a suspicious vehicle, unfounded. Officer Leevey responded to the 
200 block of Cannery Row for a suspicious circumstance, arrest made. 

Junior high volleyball girls down Chapel Hill four times
The Lindale Junior High 

School girls volleyball teams 
swept aside the Chapel Hill 
team in four matches in a district 
match Monday (Oct. 18) night.

The 7th grade B team won 
25-13 and 25-7, the 7th grade 
A team posted a 25-7 and 25-11 
victory, the 8th grade B team 
won, 25-10 and 25-6 and the 
8th grade A team won, 25-16 
and 25-9.

Leading servers for the 7th 
grade B team were Caydence 
Thompson, Cambry Andreason, 
Jordyn Weesner and McKen-
zie Clark. The leading passers 
were Brooke Lewis and Brooke 
Gissell, while Emmalyn Pruitt, 
Emory Philpott Cook and McK-
enzie Clark were leading setters. 
Leading hitters were Kyndal 
Thurmon, McKenzie Clark and 
Emory Philpott Cook.

For the 7th grade A team, 
Tessa Daniels was the leading 
server, Grace Koustoudaris 
was the leading passer and Ella 
Hutchens was the leading setter 
and leading hitter.

The leading server for the 8th 
grade B team was Lauren Stan-
ton, Kirby Kleam was the lead-
ing passer, Abigail Warrington 
was the leading setter, Lauren 
Stanton and Kenlie Collins were 

leading hitters, Addilyn Bills and 
Lauren Stanton were winners 
of the Hustle Award while the 
whole team shared the Leader-
ship Award.

For the 8th grade A team, 
Macy Luster was the leading 
server, Abigail Palecek and 
Menah Harley were leading 
passers, the leading setter was 
Macy Luster and Sadie Arriola 
was the leading hitter. The lead-

ing blocker was Alyssa Potts and 
the Leadership Award was won 

by Abigail Lee. The entire team 
shared the Hustle Award.

Austin Stamback of Lindale is 
scheduled to graduate Friday, Oct. 
22 from Kilgore College’s Elec-
tric Power Technology program, 
publicity officials announced.

He will join 19 other students 
to graduate from the KCEPT 
program.

The ceremony will also include 
a lineman rodeo with 20 students 
competing  beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
Friday at the KCEPT Training 
Field located at 2317 CR 174 East 
in Overton. 

Graduation will immediately 
follow the lineman rodeo. Skills 

demonstrated in the rodeo in-
clude pole climbing, hurt-man 
rescue and insulator changing 
exercises. 

The “Top Hand Award” will 
be presented to the student who 
earns the highest overall score in 
the course. 

Lindale’s Stamback to graduate
from KCEPT program in Kilgore





NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary for the 

Estate of MERVIN L. STOVALL. Deceased. were issued to 
CHARLES M. STOVALL on November 23.2020. in Cause 
No. 44.911-P in the County Court of Smith County. Texas. 

All persons having claims against this Estate are: required to 
present them within the time and in the manner prescribed 

by law. Claims may be presented to CHARLES M. STOVALL 
c/o LEONARD C. CRAIG. 305 S. Broadway. Suite 503. Tyler. 

Texas 75702.
 

Notice to Creditors 
Letters of Administration for the Estate of Gwendolyn Moore 
Cuba, Deceased, were issued to Andrea Lashae Cuba on 

October 13, 2021, in Cause No. 45601P, County Court, Smith 
County, Texas. All persons having claims against this Estate are 
required to present them to Andrea Lashae Cuba, c/o Richard 
Patteson, Attorney, 218 N. Broadway, Ste. 304, Tyler, Texas 
75702 within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

 

GARAGE SALE
Friday 10/22 & Saturday 10/23
Side by side and lots of misc

18805 CR 4108, Lindale
 

GARAGE SALE
10/23 

8:00AM
Living room, dining & bed furniture

Christmas, Home & lake décor, misc
111 Private Road 7906

Hawkins,TX

USE HAPPY JACK KENNEL DIP AS AN AREA SPRAY TO 
CONTROL FLEAS, TICKS, STABLE FLIES & MOSQUITOES 

WHERE THEY BREED. Fleming Farm & Ranch Supply. 
(www.fleabeacon.com)
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NEED 
CASH 
FAST?

Sell your
unwanted items

in the Classifieds. 
Call us at

903-882-8880

Shop Local Here
In Lindale!

903-882-88880 - NewsandTimes@aol.com 
LEGALS

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home and family stay safe and 

comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for additional 

terms and conditions. 1-855-672-2446

GUTTER PROTECTION
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 

Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-680-0576

MEDICAL
MobileHelp, America’s Premier Mobile Medical Alert System. 

Whether You’re Home or Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call Today!

1-903-844-7669

GARAGE SALES

FOR SALE

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes, HR•Linda Mayhugh, Administrator

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

*$1500 Sign on Bonus*
* C.N.A.’s  * $500 Sign on Bonus *

 Shift Differentials
 $1 (10p-6a)   $3 (2p-10p)   $2 (Dbl Wknd) 

LVN’s

Certified Medicaiton Aide 2p-10p
– Dietary Positions –

One Call
One

Low Price
Advertise Your

Business or Event. 
Statewide
Regional

ads available.

Call
903-882-8880

for more
information

TexSCAN Week of
Oct. 17-23, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas, from the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, 
Live Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or 
small. 30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% 
down. Call toll-free or email for individual prices and 
terms, www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Collector’s Auction – Thurs., Oct. 28, starts at 
8:46 a.m. & Fri., Oct. 29, starts 10:01 a.m., 9177 
Alt. US-412, Locust Grove, OK. Huge Collector’s 
2 Day Sale: classic & restored autos, motorcycles, 
motor home, travel trailers, trackhoe, RTVs, tractors, 
boats, pedalcars, porcelain & metal signs, car & 
truck bodies & parts from 50’s 60’s 70’s, bicycles, 
restored fuel pumps, vintage oil cans, coins and more. 
Online only auction with over 800+ lots – auction 
ends Tues., Oct. 26 at 6:01 pm. Car/truck collection 
– live on-site & online bidding on Fri.at 10:01 a.m. 
140+ Guns will sell on Thurs. Chupps Auction Co., 
www.chuppsauction.com, 918-630-0495.

ESTATE SALE
La Vernia – Big Ranch Sale, Oct. 21-24, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
’68 Fast Back Mustang, ’83 Custom Houston Oilers 
Van, ’89 Ranger F150, furniture, huge Pearl Beer 
collection & Falstaff items, farm equipment, horse 
tack & saddles. 12157 FM 775, La Vernia 78121, Oct. 
22: 25% off, Oct. 23: 50% off, Oct. 24: 75% off. Top 
Hat Estate Sales.

EVENTS
Texas Renaissance Festival – Oct. 9 to Nov. 28, 
Saturdays, Sundays and Thanksgiving Friday. 47th 
annual festival. Kids get in free on Sundays. Discounted 
tickets available at TexRenFest.com.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

LISD Alumni Association Honors Cline
The late Kenneth Cline, longtime Lindale ISD trustee and district supporter, was honored this past Friday night by the LISD Alumni Association prior to 
the Eagles’ Homecoming game against Athens. His wife Carol, along with other family members, accepted the award from the association. (Photo by Terry 
Cannon)

Get your spring garden ready now
November’s cooler temperatures and moister air are a great 

time to think of the beauty of spring.
Take advantage of these more comfortable days to get your 

garden in order.  While the first freeze date – usually Nov. 15 in 

our part of East Texas – signals the end of the typical growing 
season, it does not mean that work in the garden is over. 

This is an excellent time of year to do three things in partic-
ular.  First, use these weeks to plant trees and shrubs.  Roots 

will use the cooler months to become more established before 
the plant above the soil grows in warmer times.  If you are a fan 
of fall’s orange, red and yellow leaves now is an excellent time 
for a trip to the nursery to pick out the perfect tree or shrub to 
add that color to your landscape.

Second, replace the fading summer color in your beds with 
winter-hardy flowers for a pop of color.  Choices include the 
ever-popular pansy, ornamental kale and cabbage with their 
variety of colors and leaf types, sweet William, and snapdragons.  

With luck these plants will provide color and interest in your 
garden until mid-spring. Do not forget that this is an excellent 
time to plant narcissus and daffodils, and to put tulips in the 
refrigerator for 45 days of pre-chilling before planting.  

Check your wildflower seeds to see which ones will perform 
better by being sowed in the fall.  

Your spring garden will thank you!
Thirdly, take care of your lawn.  As it slows its growth you will 

notice you can mow less frequently.  Pay attention to rainfall, 
and supplement with irrigation when necessary to keep your 
soil and plants from drying out.  

This time of year is a good time to bag your lawn clippings 
for inclusion in your compost pile.  As leaves fall during the 
next few weeks they can be added to the compost pile as well, 
or raked and placed in beds for mulch.  

Enjoy your garden in the cooler weeks of November and reap 
the benefits in the months to come.

The Smith County Master Gardener program is a volunteer 
organization in connection with the Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service.

Jane Coker
Smith County 

Master Gardener
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Get faster Internet on our next generation network

This neighborhood just got 
faster, with Suddenlink

+ $200 Visa® Prepaid Card! Terms apply.

+ HBO Max™ included for 3 months

+ One month FREE Internet 

+ 60-day money back guarantee

w/Auto Pay & Paperless Bill  
Plus taxes, fees and charges.

* Wired connection up to 200 Mbps. WiFi speeds may vary. 
HBO Max: After 3 mo., only $14.99/mo.

99/
mo.$24

200 Mbps Internet

Offer for new residential customers. Former Suddenlink accts prev. not in good standing or have disconnected srvc within past 30 days not eligible. Not transferrable, may not be combined with other offers, and is limited to advertised level 
of srvc. Not available in all areas. All advertised prices reflect $5 discount for enrolling in Auto Pay & Paperless Billing, must maintain both to keep discount. EQUIP, TAXES & FEES: Free standard installation with online orders. Modem-lease 
will be charged $10.00 a month. Free Smart Router available with leased modem. Limit 1 router per household. 1 free WiFi extender included. Additional WiFi extender(s) may be needed in order to connect wirelessly throughout Subscriber’s 
residence. Surcharges, taxes, certain add’l charges & fees, including Gov’t taxes & fees, will be added to bill. All rates are subject to change at any time with advanced notice. INTERNET SPEEDS: Advertised price for speed tier w/speeds 
up to 200 Mbps download/up to 10 Mbps upload. Advertised price for 1 GIG INTERNET: has speeds of up to 940 Mbps download/up to 35 Mbps upload. All speeds shown are for wired connection. WiFi speeds vary. Actual speeds vary & 
are not guaranteed. Wireless speed, performance & availability sbjct to factors beyond Suddenlink’s control. Unlimited data subject to reasonable network mgmt practices employed to minimize congestion or service degradation. Many 
factors affect speed, see Suddenlink.com/speedfactors. In select markets with data caps, $15 will be charged automatically for each add’l 50 GB of data if initial data cap, or any previously applied data add-on amount, is exceeded. VISA® 
REWARD CARD: Only available to individuals who participate in advertised offer, not including 100 Mbps Internet or lower, and is not available to individuals who have previously participated in an Suddenlink Visa® Reward Card promotion 
within the past 12 months. Visa Reward Card will be mailed to customers who maintain promotion and remain in good standing with no past due or returned payments throughout first 90 days after account activation. Allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery. Limit 1 per customer. Visa Reward Card cannot be used to pay Suddenlink monthly bill. Card value expires in 12 mos. Visa Reward Card may be used when making purchases from merchants in the U.S. and District of Columbia 
everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. No ATM access. Terms and Conditions apply to Reward Cards. See Cardholder Agreement for details. Visa Reward Card is issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC pursuant to a license from 
Visa U.S.A. Inc. This optional offer is not a MetaBank product or service nor does MetaBank endorse this offer. Card is distributed and serviced by InComm Financial Services, Inc., which is licensed as a Money Transmitter by the New York 
State Department of Financial Services. HBO MAX™: Not available in all areas. Not available with 100 Mbps Internet plans or lower. Customer must maintain promotion and remain in good standing with no past due or returned payments 
throughout promotional period to maintain included HBO MAX™. HBO MAX is $14.99/mo. after promotional period. Minimum 3G connection is required for viewing on mobile devices. HBO MAX is used under license. © 2021 WBEI TM & © 
DC. 1 MONTH OF FREE INTERNET: Free month of service covers offer price for Internet service and will appear as bill credit on the 3rd bill. Gov’t taxes & fees still apply. Customer will need to maintain promotion and remain in good standing 
with no past due or returned payments throughout first 60 days after account activation. 60-day money back guarantee is only for the monthly fee. Suddenlink must be contacted within first 60 days of service to receive full refund. All 
rights reserved. Speed, service availability, pricing, offers, equipment needed, limitations, restrictions and terms vary by area & subject to change & discontinuance w/o notice. Other terms, conditions & restrictions apply. Minimum system 
requirements & equip. configurations apply.  Visit Suddenlink.com for details. All trademarks & srvc marks are property of their respective owners. © 2021 Suddenlink Communications, a subsidiary of Altice USA, Inc.

855.817.7673
suddenlink.com

Looking for even faster Internet? 1 Gig Internet is now available.
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