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Are They in Good Hands?
We can help you with that answer.

A summer thunderstorm that rumbled through the Lindale area 
early Monday morning would normally have wrinkled the brow of 
LHS Head Coach Chris Cochran because it would have hampered his 
team’s first day of football practice.

But the first day of workouts went off without a hitch because Co-
chran’s Eagles were indoors – utilizing the nifty new multi-purpose 
facility at the high school.

Monday, players sprinted through drills and ran offensive and 
defensive sets without having to endure the unforgiving summer sun.

In 2018, LISD taxpayers signed off on a $32.4 million bond package 
which funded not just this state-of-the-art practice facility but also 
approved an expansion of the high school, more room for the cafeteria, 
made improvements to Eagle Stadium and enhanced campus security. 
The district used $4 million from its maintenance and operations 
budget to push the package to $36.4 million.

The bond vote wasn’t close. Nearly68 percent gave their approval 
for the upgrade for facilities. The final vote count was 5,617 for and 

Regardless of weather, Lindale
players work in indoor comfort

2,657 against.
Parents and community members “stepped up to put forward won-

derful facilities for the students, parents and staff members of Lindale 
ISD,’’ Surratt said at the time of the bond’s passage.

Since East Texas weather is so unpredictable, this multi-purpose 
center will enable not just football coaches, but most all of the oth-
er athletic teams and organizations – such as the Pride of Lindale 
Marching Band – to get in needed work regardless of the elements.

“We’ve had lots of positive feedback (on the improvements),’’ 
Surratt said of the multi-purpose center. “It turned out beautiful.’’

Most of these facilities are 80-yards in length but LISD officials 
opted for the 100-yard version, allowing more room for any type of 
activity or sport and remain sheltered from the whims of the weather.

Lindale’s first scrimmage is Friday, Aug. 13 in Carthage and the 
first home scrimmage is Thursday, Aug. 19 at Eagle Stadium against 
Crandall. Lindale opens the season at home against Kaufman on 
Friday, Aug. 27.

With their state finalist banner overhead, these Lindale Eagle players work on offensive drills during the first day of 
practice. The team was able to avoid the inclement weather by utilizing the school district’s new multi-purpose activity 
center on the high school campus.
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District will continue to make sure 
staff, students are all safe

By Terry Cannon
Editor

Despite the tempest brewing in Austin regarding Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s mandate against schools requiring face coverings he issued in 
May and the Texas State Teacher’s Teachers Association opposition 
to that order, Lindale ISD Superintendent Stan Surratt is adamant 
his district “will have another great year and we will make sure we 
do it safely.’’

The TSTA took Abbott to task recently for mask stance and cited 
the Centers for Disease Control’s revision of urging mask-wearing 
indoors as proof there’s still reason for caution.

“Governor Abbott has been clear that the time for government 
mandating of masks is over — now is the time for personal responsi-
bility,” said Abbot’s spokeswoman Renae Eze. “Every Texan has the 
right to choose whether they will wear a mask or have their children 
wear masks.”

Meanwhile, TSTA President Ovidia Molina took exception.
“If Gov. Abbott really cares about the health and safety of Texas 

students, educators and their communities, he will give local school 
officials and health experts the option of requiring masks in their 
schools,” Molina said.

Yet in the wake of this war of words, Surratt made it plain he expects 
this year to be more normal than it was this time last year.

“We are going to school and we are going to go to school safely,’’ 
he said. “(Because of the vaccines) we are in a better place this year. 
Visitors and families are going to be welcome on our campuses and 
we plan on having another great school year.’’

Despite the recent surge in cases from a COVID variant, Surratt 
everyone should feel safer due to vaccinations.

“I think it’s not nearly as bad as it was a year ago,’’ he said, referring 
to the number of COVID cases in East Texas. “That’s because of the 
success and availability of the vaccines.’’

This isn’t to say LISD officials won’t monitor any potential out-
breaks and sit idle.

“Of course, we’ll watching things and taking our guidance from 
the state and county health officials,’’ Surratt said.

The district was been proactive in its preventative measures this 
past year, Surratt said, and will continue to be vigilant.

“Our focus has always been in keeping things safe when we are in 
school and when we start school this year,’’ he said. “We will continue 
all of our extra cleaning, sanitizing and those types of things to keep 
everyone healthy and mitigate any spread of any viruses.’’

The superintendent reiterated his belief that the vaccines have been 
a major factor in blunting the effects of a generational pandemic.

“A large portion of our staff and teachers have been vaccinated,’’ he 
said. “Each family and each individual has to make up their own mind 
(about getting vaccinated) but I would encourage everyone, especially 
those with underlying conditions to get vaccinated.’’

Also, Surratt said, politics shouldn’t play a part in a person’s mind 
when it comes to getting vaccinated.

“Vaccinations do work,” he said. “If we want to get back to normal 
we have to get shots. They aren’t political, they do what they are 
supposed to, but most importantly, (the vaccine) helps severity of  
the disease if you happen to get it. All of us know people who have 
died because of the virus and the vaccine is blessing and we should 
embrace it.’’

The bottom line, Surratt said, is to get back to a sense of normalcy.
“We want a more normal school year,’’ he said. “We want people 

to come to school and not worry about viruses and quarantines. Ev-
eryone in our district will continue to do the common sense stuff to 
keep everyone safe, but we have to keep going to school.’’

LISD: Open 
for business

Lindale council OKs new contract with LACC
By Terry Cannon

Editor
A new, two-year contract between the city of Lindale and the Lin-

dale Area Chamber of Commerce for services was approved by city 
council members during their first regularly scheduled meeting for 
August on Tuesday night in city hall.. 

Mayor Pro tem Ginger Sims presided over the meeting in Mayor 
Jeff Daugherty’s absence. 

Council members also approved a third lease agreement with the 
LACC and the Kenzie House, which houses the chamber’s offices. 

City Manager Carolyn Caldwell recommended a two-year contract 
for the chamber, citing this past year’s contract being for a single year 

due to COVID. Rent on the Kenzie House, home to LACC offices, 
was put back to the pre-COVID rental rates. 

Several representatives of CHRISTUS Mother Frances EMS were 
on hand for the city’s unanimous approval of an ambulance contract 
for the city. Councilman Bob Tardiff, citing CHRISTUS’ relationship 
with the city for ambulance service as well as the hospital’s plans to 
build an ER facility in Lindale, made a motion to approve the contract. 

In other action, the council:  
l Approved the 2021-22, 9-1-1 budget. 
l Approved notification of a 3.4 percent increase in solid waste 

collection from Republic Services; 
l Discussed rental rates for Picker’s Pavilion. Caldwell recom-

mended having one rental rate regardless of the use of the venue. 
Councilman Bryan Summerville felt the rental rate of $450 was too 
low and citing a need for further discussion recommended tabling the 
item. Council members approved tabling the issue. 

l Approved a Texas Department of Transportation resolution 
regarding the use of a TXDOT right-of-way by the Lindale Police 
Department; 

l Approved and ordinance to abandon an alleyway between 300 
South Main, 304 South Main and 101 East South Street in exchange 
for an easement for vehicular traffic and utilities. The alleyway in 
question is behind the Minelayer Community Bank and will pay for 
the paving of the area, Caldwell said.
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The University of Texas and The 
University of Oklahoma recently 
announced that they would soon be 
leaving the Big 12 Conference to 

join the South-
eastern Confer-
ence. Without 
Texas and OU, 
the rest of the 
conference is 
undoubted ly 
facing small-
er television 

deals, lower attendance, and other 
negative consequences. The result 
would be reductions in athletic 
revenue, tourism, and economic 
benefits for affected communities.

The Perryman Group looked at 
two representative scenarios. In 
Scenario 1, the Big 12 Conference 

Potential economic consequences of Texas and OU leaving the Big 12 
remains largely intact with the 
remaining eight teams (and po-
tentially expands), with television 
revenues and attendance patterns 
similar to those in the American 
Athletic Conference (adjusted 
for specific characteristics of the 
individual schools). 

Scenario 2 assumes the Big 
12 Conference is not maintained 
and individual schools must seek 
opportunities elsewhere, with 
ultimate performance mirroring 
the five most successful athletic 
programs in the Mountain West 
Conference (the next most suc-
cessful league following the Amer-
ican Athletic Conference) adjusted 

for specific characteristics of the 
individual schools.

For the communities across the 
Big 12 Conference, the realign-
ment could be expected to cause 
losses of $938.9 million in annual 
gross product and 12,623 jobs 
under Scenario 1, with $1.3 billion 
in annual gross product and 18,063 
jobs for Scenario 2.

Looking specifically at the 
Texas universities, if Texas joins 
the SEC, there will undoubtedly 
be benefits for the university and 
the Austin area. 

However, the Waco, Lubbock, 
and Fort Worth areas would face 
negative economic consequences 

By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST

Gary Borders Gary Borders 
Capital Capital 

HighlightsHighlights

due to effects on Baylor Univer-
sity, Texas Tech University, and 
Texas Christian University. Total 
annual losses for these three com-
munities were found to include 
$397.7 million in annual gross 
product and 5,322 jobs under 
Scenario 1 and $569.1 million in 
annual gross product and 7,615 
jobs under Scenario 2 (including 
multiplier effects).

College athletics is changing, 
and it is understandable and even 
inevitable that schools will re-
spond. At the same time, the con-
sequences for other universities 
and how those might be mitigated 
is worthy of consideration.

The wake
Suzanne and I attended a wake Sunday.
It was held in Mount Vernon in a 100-year-old building that had 

been turned into a steakhouse/bar on the downtown square.
The place was packed with people of all ages and from all walks 

of life and everyone was proud to be there to say farewell to an old 
friend – a friend that had just turned 147 years old.

This friend had been there for all the community’s birth announce-
ments and death notices, its weddings and silver and golden anniver-
saries, as well as generations of high school and college graduations. 
It had recorded all the high school football team’s ups and down, 
including those of Jeff and Hazel’s Babyboy Dandy Don Meredith.

Politically, this friend had been there when no one else cared to stand 
their ground. It never ran away from fires or dangerous situations like 
tornadoes. Instead, it was always in the thick of it – ready to lend a 
hand and keep people informed as to what they needed to do next or 
how they could help. It was the trusted source of all things Franklin 
County and Mount Vernon.

The event was a wake for the county’s hometown newspaper – the 
Mount Vernon Optic-Herald. And it was a farewell to its owners Susan 
and John Reeves, and Susan’s aunt and the paper’s  publisher emeritus 
Pat Wright. The paper had been entrusted to five generations of this 
one family and this family thanked all in attendance for allowing them 
to hold the public’s trust for 147 years.

The event was bitter sweet. I was happy Susan and John will finally 
be able to take a vacation – something John said they hadn’t done 
in 20 years. But I was very sad that the wake created a huge void in 
this community.

Who will be at the city and county meetings reporting on how the 
taxpayer’s money is being spent? I assure you most cities and counties 
don’t post public notices in local newspapers or on city bulletin boards 
because they want taxpayers to know what is happening. No, no, no. 
They do it because  they are required to do so by law. 

Who will be there to record the history of that proud community? 
The Optic-Herald had been the vault for this community’s news for 
147 years. It was there before radio, before TV. Unfortunately, it will 
not be there when Facebook and all the current and future social me-
dia fail to record life as it unfolds without unneeded narratives and 

catfights. And when their digital files eventually fade, there will be 
no permanent record of ink on paper to tell future generations what 
happened in Franklin County in 2022 and future years.

Who will be there to publicly celebrate next year’s valedictorian’s 
address to the Class of 2022? Who will record the football team’s 2022 
season – certainly not John, who has been a fixture on the sidelines for 
decades. Who will share the school debate team’s accomplishments 
and who will provide refrigerator material of the local kids’ blue and 
red ribbons?

It wasn’t that the Optic-Herald wanted to close up shop after 147 
years. 

It was a matter of economics.
Like so many other newspapers across the nation, it was taking 

more money to keep the paper open and serve the community each 
week than it was taking in. And you can only operate in the red for 
so long before you have to pull the plug and walk away. No matter 
how much you want to help people by keeping them informed and 
serving as the public’s watchdog on government – you can’t buy a 
loaf of bread with a bundle of newspapers.

I just hope our time isn’t looming on the horizon. Suzanne and I 
work hard to provide a free press to the people of our communities, 
much like John and Susan did. We give it our all, even when some in 
the community push potential newspaper advertisers to Facebook and 
other social media. Many community  groups sell ads for their school 
programs, chamber guides, club golf and/or shotgun tournaments.

While all are worthy endeavors, there are only so many pieces that 
can be cut from that one pie in the community. And when there are 
no more crumbs left in the pie pan, there will be more newspaper 
wakes held in hometowns.

The people of Mount Vernon don’t really understand what they have 
lost – not yet. But they soon will and unfortunately it will be too late.

Eight proposed amendments on November ballot
The order has been drawn for eight proposed amendments to the 

much-amended Texas Constitution that will appear on the Nov. 2 ballot. 
The proposed amendments were approved by at least two thirds of both 
houses of the state Legislature. According to the Austin American-States-
man, they include:

• Allowing families to designate an “essential caregiver” to have ac-
cess to loved ones in nursing homes and other long-term facilities. The 
issue came up when visitors were banned from such facilities during 
the pandemic.

• Banning all government entities — state, cities, counties, etc. — 
from limiting or preventing religious services, also an issue that arose 
during the pandemic.

• Providing property tax exemptions to spouses of soldiers killed in 
the line of duty.

• Barring attorneys whose law license has previously been suspended 
or revoked from serving as judges, and requiring district judges to be 
practicing lawyers for at least eight years. The minimum required now 
is four years.

• Allowing counties to issue bonds to finance transportation or other 
infrastructure projects in blighted or unproductive areas.

• Allowing the state’s professional rodeo associations to raise money 
through raffles, as other charities can do.

• Authorizing the State Commission on Judicial Conduct, which 
investigates complaints against judges, to also oversee the conduct of 
judicial candidates.

• Allowing school taxes to continue to be reduced for those 55 and 
older upon the death of a spouse with a disability.

As the Statesman reported, Texas voters to date have approved 507 
amendments, making the Texas Constitution one of the longest in the 
nation.

Advice on trees recovering from Winter Storm Uri
As August arrives, landowners wondering about trees stricken during 

Winter Storm Uri in mid-February can quit wondering what to do about 
trees that are still completely bare: they are almost certainly not going 
to come back.

Specialists with the Texas A&M Forest Service, along with Neil 
Sperry, a widely known gardening and horticulture expert, teamed up 
last May to urge Texans to wait until mid-July before cutting down 
leafless trees. The vast majority of trees that were slow to leaf out have 
mostly recovered. 

“The waiting was important, because we’re just now beginning to 
differentiate between those trees that are obviously not going to survive; 
those that are wounded and we hope will survive; and those that are 
definitely going to survive, but are going to take a little while to come 
back,” Sperry said,

Gretchen Riley, the Urban and Community Forestry Program Leader 
at Texas A&M Forest Service, said if a tree is bare and hasn’t put out a 
single leaf, it is almost certainly dead. This also applies to palm trees, 
which were especially hard hit by the storm.

“Anything green means that the tree has a chance for recovery,” Ri-
ley said. “But a single small frond should have grown and opened on 
palm trees by now. No green means it is dead and has already started 
rotting internally.”

State reports first West Nile case
The state’s first case of illness caused by West Nile virus this year 

was reported in Dallas County, according to the Texas Department of 
State Health Services.

The virus is transmitted through bites from infected mosquitoes. 
While most people exposed to West Nile don’t get sick, about 20% 
develop symptoms such as headache, fever, joint and muscle aches, 
nausea and fatigue. 

DSHS urges Texans venturing outdoors to wear long sleeves and 
pants and apply insect repellent. The agency also recommends removing 
standing water from tires, toys, buckets and other items.

Over the past five years, the state has had 805 cases of West Nile 
virus and 63 deaths.

TCEQ plans to use drones during disasters
The next time a hurricane or other natural disaster hits Texas, the 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality plans to use drones to help 
staff survey land difficult for personnel to visit by foot or in a vehicle. 

TCEQ now has 25 drones equipped to allow live-streaming video 
during disaster events. More than two dozen staff members have com-
pleted classroom instruction, with 17 having passed the FAA exam for 
what are formally called Unmanned Aerial Systems. 

DSHS awards $10M in grants for vaccine efforts
As COVID-19 vaccination rates lag and cases of the delta variant 

spike, DSHS will award $10 million to local groups working to promote 
vaccination efforts. The grants of $50,000 to $150,000 will go to a wide 
range of organizations providing vaccine education across the state.

A total of 6,251 lab-confirmed COVID-19 patients were in Texas 
hospitals as of Sunday, according to DSHS. That is quadruple last month.



Rites of passage for parents 
begin early and continue, usu-
ally unabated, for many years 
to come.

There’s baby’s first birthday, 
first step and first word. Then 
there’s their baptism, first lost 
tooth and first day of school.

Some are wonderful, such as a 
child’s first time without training 
wheels and some are terrifying, 
such as your teenager’s first night 
out in the car.

But without a doubt one of the 
most memorable is when they’ve 
finished their public school jour-
ney and are headed off to college. 

We’ve gone through two of 
these separations and experi-
enced a range of emotions with 
both. After our first one left the 
nest, we still had a fledgling 
at home. But when he got his 
wings our comfy home was pretty 
empty.

Having children in the house 
for years then having them gone 
is quite an adjustment. I’m not 
sure how long it takes for other 
empty nesters to get used to the 
idea of no more kiddos in the 
home, but for us it was about a 
month.

It’s the way of things, really. 
The good Lord blessed us with 
two magnificent young men who 
found their path in life while 
making us proud each and every 
day.

My parents had five of us to 

send out in the world and the 
Lovely Bride’s parents had three. 
I like to think that we gained their 
excellent parenting skills by os-
mosis and passed them along to 
our two boys. Which, we hope, 
they will pass along to their kids.

Way back in the dark ages, in 
1972, I had just finished high 
school with no clear cut plan 
in life. Economics (i.e. lack of 
money) made it necessary for 
me to attend junior college for 
two years. 

After that two-year stint at 
Eastfield, my older brother was 
headed back to college to finish 
his bachelor’s degree and work 
on a master’s. He needed a room-
mate so I signed on for a new life 
in Commerce.

My departure from Dallas and 
my family wasn’t too emotional. I 
was more than ready to go and my 
folks had been through it three 
times before. So I threw every-
thing I owned in the backseat of 
my 1962 Valiant, pointed it east 
toward Commerce and took off.

That was in 1974 and the next 4 

½ years turned out to be the most 
eventual of my life.

Prior to my leaving Dallas, 
I had worked two jobs in or-
der to save enough money so 
I wouldn’t have to go to work 
right away. Enrolling in college 
wasn’t even a thought. I had just 
finished 14 years of school and 
wasn’t interested in continuing 
my education.

So, I slept all day and went 
out each night – until the money 
ran out a couple of months later. 
I found a job at a restaurant in 
Commerce working the grill and 
making chicken fried steaks. 
Each Wednesday, I’d come home 
covered with so much flour I was 
the spitting image of the Pillsbury 
Dough Boy.

That lasted until I hooked 
on with the Showdown, a very 
popular beer and wine bar down-
town. Since I wasn’t in school, 
I worked the day shift and met 
some very interesting people, one 
of which was my current boss Jim 
Bardwell.

He was the sports editor of 

the Commerce Journal and one 
afternoon, he was lamenting the 
fact he didn’t have anyone to 
cover high school football in the 
fall. Since I had taken journalism 
courses in junior college I fit the 
bill and Presto! My newspaper 
career had begun.

But a few months prior to that, 
I met the wonderful woman who 
would be by my side – for better 
or worse as the wedding vows 
say – forever.

It was a blessing in so many 
ways, not the least of which was 
her forcing me off my meander-
ing path and onto a more sensible 
and productive one. After all, 
I couldn’t sell suds the rest of 
my life.

So it was back to the school 
life for me. I attended every 
semester that was offered – even 
the ones in the summer – until I 
graduated.

By this time, Jim had moved 
onto greener pastures to the daily 
paper in Sulphur Springs and I 
moved into his sports editor’s 
job in Commerce. The hands-on 
learning I got on that job contin-
ues to serve me well to this day.

Whether it was kismet, karma 
or just plain luck, I find it fas-
cinating that my journey began 
as a conversation across a bar 
in Commerce and has come full 
circle by working for my good 
friend – again – all these years 
later.
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Heavy thoughts and amazing birds

Well rounded lessons 
from the circle of life

Rusty MitchumRusty Mitchum
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Your Flooring Company Since 1989
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul

903-590-7609 -- St. Anthony Conference
LindaleSVDP@gmail.com

www.svdpusa.org
Helping Neighbors in need in Lindale

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column comes from the archives of 
the Lindale News and Times, which is available online for $2.99 
per month. Call 903-882-8880 to set up your online subscription.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, Aug. 6, 2020

Smith County Judge Nathaniel Moran filed the county’s pro-
posed budget for FY 2021 which included a one-cent reduction 
from the 2020 Fiscal Year budget.

The one-cent reduction was an effort to provide tax relief 
to property owners who have been affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Since June, commissioners have held multiple budget work-
shops to discuss the proposed budget and receive input from 
the public.

The Commissioners Court scheduled additional public 
meetings on the Proposed Budget and proposed tax rate before 
adopting those items on Aug. 25. Fiscal Year 2021 goes into 
effect Oct. 1, 2020.

FIVE YEARS AGO, Aug. 4, 2016
The East Texas Affiliate of Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

held its fifth annual Law Enforcement Recognition Luncheon in 
Tyler and honored two Lindale Police Officers for their work in 
fighting drunk and impaired driving, MADD officials announced.

Lindale officers Doug Stevens and Chris Goodson received 
awards for “outstanding service,’’ MADD officials said.

The luncheon recognized Smith County law enforcement, 
judges and prosecutors who have strengthened MADD’s mission 
to end drunk driving and fight drugged driving in East Texas.

10 YEARS AGO, Aug. 4, 2011
The Texas Education Agency awarded the Lindale ISD with 

an “exemplary’’ award and four “recognized’’ campus awards 
after releasing its statewide rankings.

E.J. Moss Intermediate School was honored as an “exemplary’’ 
campus while the “recognized’’ campuses were Lindale High 
School, Lindale Junior High School, College Street Elementary 
School and Velma Penny Elementary School.

The LISD was listed as a “recognized’’ district.
“Lindale ISD has a wonderful reputation and these ratings 

support and strengthen that reputation,’’ said Superintendent 
Stan Surratt.

Here are some more snippets 
from my Facebook page.  I hope 
you enjoy.

--------------
You know, 80 pound sacks of 

Quikrete sure weigh a lot more 
than they did 5 years ago.

--------------
“We got any clothes pins?!” I 

hollered from the kitchen. 
“No!” Janet yelled back.  
“How am I supposed to close 

up the Cheetos?”
“Use your imagination!” She 

yelled. 
I was thinkin’ and then Janet 

ran into the kitchen, grabbed the 
bag out of my hand, and said, “On 
second thought.” 

--------------
I walked into the den and Janet 

was watchin’ TV.  
“Whatcha watchin’?” I asked. 
“Aliens,” she replied.  I stood 

there and watched for a minute. 
“They in a spaceship?”
“Yes.”
“Aren’t they in outer space?”
She sighed.  “Yes.”
“Then why ain’t they floatin’ 

around?” I asked.  She didn’t 
say anything.  She just stared at 
the screen. 

“What’s that guy doin’?”
“Looking for a cat,” she 

growled.  
“Why do they have a cat on a 

spaceship?”
Janet looked up at me with 

cold, dead eyes.  “Don’t you have 
anything to do?”

“No.  Not really.”
“Find something.” 
--------------
Just threw a cigar butt out in 

the yard.  A Jaybird flew down, 
picked it up, flew up into the tree, 
and started puffin’ on it.  Then he 
grabbed the butt from his mouth 
with one foot, tapped the ash off, 
and started blowin’ little tiny 
smoke rings.  

Birds are such amazin’ crea-
tures. 

--------------
Janet and I were just now eatin’ 

out and there was some kid in the 
place throwing’ a hissy fit.  Janet 
looked at me and said in a low 
voice, “Sounds like someone 
needs a spankin.”

I smiled, raised my hand, and 
said, “Me!  Me!” 

She gave me “the look” and 
said…….Aww heck.  Y’all know 
what she said. 

--------------
“What are you watching?” Jan-

et asked loudly from the kitchen.
“Huh?” I answered.  Now, I 

may not have heard her ques-
tion, but I sure heard her sigh.  I 
also heard her footsteps and she 
clomped across the kitchen floor 
toward the den. 

“I asked what you are watch-
ing,” she said in a perturbed tone.

“Oh!  Clark Gable,” I replied.
“Well, turn it down some,” she 

said.  “I don’t want the neighbors 
complaining again,” she added 
sarcastically.  She then turned 
and started back into the kitchen, 
stopped with her back still to me, 
and looked up.  

“Clark Gable?” she said and 
then turned back around and 
looked at the TV.  She was quiet 
for a minute (which is never 
a good thing) and turned and 
looked at me. 

“That’s not Clark Gable, you 
idiot.  That’s Larry the Cable 
Guy.”

“Tomato….. potato.  Close 
enough,” I said and then I grinned 
at her.  I swear you could see little 
wisps of steam floatin’ out her 
ears.  She just stared at me.  

“By the way,” I said.  “What’s 
for supper?”

She then got this little evil 
smile on her face.  “I haven’t 
made up my mind yet,” she said.  
“But, if it tastes like rat poison, 
it’s just a coincidence.”  She 
turned, walked into the kitchen, 
and I heard this little, “Bruhaha-
hahah!”

I’m thinkin’ I might just fix me 
a bowl of cereal or somethin’. 

--------------
I was sittin’ on the deck this 

mornin’ havin’ a cup of Joe when 
Janet walked out. 

“Mornin’!” I said. 
“Good morning to you, too.” 

she replied.  “What are doing?”
“Listenin’ to the birds talk to 

each other.”
“Really.  What are the saying?”
“Well,” I said.  “One is sayin’, 

‘Whatcha wearin’?  Whatcha 
wearin’?’ And the other one is 
answerin’, ‘T-shirt, t-shirt!’”

She just looked at me.  “Idiot.” 
--------------
We were sittin’ in the den when 

Janet’s phone rang. She picked 
it up, looked at it, and curled up 
her lip. 

“It says Bulgaria,” she said. 
“Oh, that’s probably my old 

girlfriend,” I informed her.  
“She’s been looking for me for 
years.”  Janet looked over the top 
of her glasses at me, but didn’t 
say anything.  

“We were really in love,” I 
continued.  “Met her at the Miss 

Universe pageant.  She was Miss 
Bulgaria.  She was on stage doin’ 
her routine during’ the talent part.  
She had her hand under her arm-
pit makin’ pootin’ sounds to the 
tune of  ‘Catch a Fallin’ Star and 
Put it in Your Pocket’ when our 
eyes met.  It was electric.  I really 
felt badly because it caused her to 
miss a poot and she lost the pag-
eant.”  Janet continued to stare.

I put the back of my hand to my 
forehead.  “But alas, it was not to 
be.” I said. “She wouldn’t leave 
her little hometown, Boogers-
garia, so we parted ways.  To this 
day, whenever I hear a poot, I get 
a tear in my eye.”

Janet was still starin’.  Finally 
she spoke.  

“Biggest bunch of Bulgaria 
I’ve ever heard.” 

--------------
“Hey!”  I said to Janet a little 

while ago at the supper table.  
“Watch this!” 

“Watch what,” she sighed. 
“I’m gonna take this here hot 

wing, put the whole thing in my 
mouth, strip the meat off and spit 
out the bone.”

“And, why?”
“Uh, I don’t know.  Why not?”
Janet just stared at me.  
“Well,” I said.  “Here goes.”  

I shoved the wing in my mouth 
and started gnawin’.  I wallered 
it around in there workin’ all of 
the meat I could off.  I looked up 
at Janet.  She was still starin’.  I 
grinned at her and the end on the 
bone popped out between my 
lips.  Janet snorted.  Then I snort-
ed.  Then I started coughin’.  Red 
hot sauce shot out one nostril.  
Then I went into a fit.  The bone 
shot out of my mouth.  Janet had 
her head down and was beatin’ 
the table with her hand.  

I finally caught my breath.  
“What are you tryin’ to do, kill 
me?!

She looked up, grabbed a nap-
kin and started wipin’ her eyes.  
“You…..you looked like a cave 
man,” she stammered and then 
snorted again.  

I swear.  I’m thinkin’ about 
trading’ her in. 

--------------
A lady I know walked up to 

me in the store a little while ago.  
“I saw you mowing by the road 

yesterday,” she said.
“That was me,” I said and 

smiled.
“You were smoking a cigar,” 

she stated.
“Yes I was.”
“Those things will kill you.”
“Yes they will,” I said.  “They 

killed my uncle.  He smoked 
two a day since the time he was 
a teenager.”

“Lung cancer?”
“No.  He was gassin’ up his 

mower and an ash from his cigar 
fell into the gas tank.  Blew ‘em 
both up.  Only things left were 
the mower deck, a gearshift knob, 
and one hightop tennis shoe; oh 
yeah, and a smolderin’ cigar.  The 
coroner determined it was the 
cigar that killed him.  Not really 
a happy endin’ for a 92 year old.”

She just looked at me.  “You 
know, you are not funny,” she 
said.

“Oh, I know,” I replied.  “My 
wife reminds me of that fact at 
least once a day.”

She rolled her eyes, turned, and 
walked off. 

“Nice to see you, too!” I hol-
lered.  She didn’t even turn 
around.  Go figure. 

--------------
I walked into the kitchen and 

an odor hit me.  
“Hey!” I yelled to Janet, who 

was back in the bedroom.  “Some-
thin’ in here smells ripe!”  I heard 
Janet sigh and start walkin’ my 
way.  When she walked into the 
kitchen her nose punched up. 

“Ooo!  You’re right,” she said.  
I raised my arm, turned my 

head, and sniffed.  “You think 
it’s me?” 

She closed her eyes halfway, 
tilted her head and looked at me.  
“It smells ripe,” she growled.  
“Not rotten.”
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“You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never 

know how soon it will be too late.” RWE
 Jeremiah 29:11

LETTER TO EDITORLETTER TO EDITOR
Help celebrate National Farmer’s Market Week
Dear Editor,

When conventional food supply chains had diffi-
culties adapting at the start of the pandemic, farmers 
markets and local food systems clearly displayed 
the resiliency of short supply chains as interest in 
local foods spiked nationwide.

Farmers markets across the country did what 
they could to safely open for the farmers and the 
customers who had come to depend on them, with 
72 percent of market organizations in the U.S. oper-
ating the same number or more market days during 
summer 2020 as in summer 2019, according to the 
Farmers Market Coalition.

The pandemic also attracted new long-time 
customers interested in local foods. According to 
the 2020 Local Food System Response to COVID 
Consumer Food Insights Survey, 31 percent of those 
new to farmers markets shopping during COVID 
were still shopping there five months later.

Now, these markets are well into another year of 
building resilience in our communities and bringing 
people together.

This week we are celebrating National Farmers 
Market Week and more than ever before, this 

provides an opportunity to showcase the value of 
farmers markets in our communities and thank 
those who have a role in these local food systems.

The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted that we 
need to shorten the food supply chain to consistently 
provide food precisely suited to a community’s 
needs and preferences. When people buy at a farm-
ers’ market, they have a reliable source of food. 
They know where their food is coming from, and 
they know they are getting it fresh.

Wyatt Fraas
Farm & Community Assistant Director

Center for Rural Affairs



Lindale News & Times, Thursday,  August 5, 2021, Page 5

Advertise in the Lindale News & Times Call Today at 903-882-8880

Friday July 23, 2021
Officer Ramsey responded to a illegally parked vehicle at 3200 

block S Main St, settled at scene. Lt Lazarine and Sgt Flores responded 
to a public service at 3500 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer 
Philpot and Officer Ramsey responded to a suspicious person at 3400 
block S Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officer Wedge-
worth responded to an assist smith county at FM 16 and Gate Rd, 
unfounded. Officer Wedgeworth and Officer Ramsey responded to an 
accident at 1500 block S Main St, report taken. Officer Wedgeworth 
and Officer Ramsey responded to a theft at 100 block E Centennial 
Blvd, settled at scene. Officer Gillham and Officer Wedgeworth 
responded to a residential alarm at 1100 block Woodlands Park Dr, 
false alarm. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Gillham and Wedgeworth 
responded to a warrant service at 3500 block S Main St, arrest made. 
Sgt Dworaczyk and Officer Wedgeworth responded to a business 
alarm at 16200 block FM 849, false alarm. Sgt Dworaczyk and Offi-
cer Wedgeworth responded to a loud noise disturbance at 500 block 
Sunset Dr, settled at scene. Officer Gillham and Officer Wedgeworth 
responded to a loud noise disturbance at 400 block Asher Ln, settled 
at scene. 

Saturday July 24, 2021
Sgt Wilson, Sgt Houghton and Officer Trombley responded to a 

stolen vehicle at 400 block Wendy St, report taken. Sgt Wilson and 
Sgt Houghton responded to a suspicious person at 500 block S Boyd 
St, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton responded to a business alarm 
at 2500 block S Main St, false alarm. Sgt Wilson, Sgt Houghton 
and Officer Trombley responded to a disturbance at 800 block N 
Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Wilson and Officers Trombley and 
Dailey responded to an assist other agency at 18500 block Hwy 69 
N, settled at scene. Officer Trombley responded to a public service 
at 100 block Miranda Lambert Way, settled at scene. Officer Allen 
responded to an accident at 2400 block S Main St, settled at scene. 
Officer Trombley and Officer Allen responded to a suspicious cir-
cumstance at 200 block W Centennial Blvd, settled at scene. Sgt 
Wilson responded to a public service at 100 block N Main St, settled 
at scene. Officer Jackquet responded to a suspicious person at 300 
block E South St, settled at scene. Officer Shurley and Officers Allen 
and Jackquet responded to a disturbance at 3400 block S Main St, 
criminal trespass warning issued. Officer Shurley and Officers Al-
len and Jackquet responded to a disturbance at 15300 block Spring 
Oakes Dr, settled at scene. Officer Shurley and Officers Allen and 
Jackquet responded to a disturbance at 300 block Braziel St, settled at 
scene. Officer Shurley and Officer Allen responded to a disturbance 
at 15300 block FM 16 W, settled at scene. 

Sunday July 25, 2021
Officer Capps responded to a welfare concern at 3200 block S Main 

St, unfounded. Officer Trombley and Officer Capps responded to a 
possession of controlled substance at 3500 block S Main St, arrest 
made. Officer Trombley and Officer Capps responded to a public 
service at 100 block Hamrick St, settled at scene. Officer Allen 
responded to a lost property at 100 block E Centennial Blvd, report 
taken. Officer Allen responded to an assist smith county at 558 W 

I-20, unfounded. Officer Trombley and Officer Allen responded to 
an accident at 500 block Mt Sylvan St, report taken. Officer Jackquet 
responded to a suspicious person at 500 block Hickory Dr, unfounded. 
Officer Shurley responded to a city ordinance violation at 100 block E 
Centennial Blvd, waring issued. Officer Jackquet responded to a city 
ordinance violation at 13300 block CR 472, settled at scene. 

Monday July 26, 2021
Officer Capps responded to a suspicious vehicle at 600 block Penny 

Ln, settled at scene. Officer Capps responded to a public service at 
100 block Ballard Dr, settled at scene. Officer Trombley and Officer 
Capps responded to a suspicious circumstance at 200 block Heritage 
Ct, settled at scene. Officer Capps responded to an assist other agency 
at 200 block Bonnie St, settled at scene. Officer Capps responded to 
a burglary at 1500 block Camden Ct, report taken. Cpt Chambers, Lt 
Lazarine and Officers Capps and Trombley responded to an accident 
at 556 W I-20, report taken. Cpt Chambers and Officer Trombley 
responded to a peace officers warrant at 800 block Edgewood Cir, 
report taken. 126 responded to a found property at 100 block Ballard 
Dr, report taken. Officer Capps responded to a found property at 100 
block Ballard Dr, settled at scene. Officer Trombley responded to 
a found property at 105 Ballard Dr, settled at scene. Officer Allen 
responded to a public service at 100 block Ballard Dr, settled at 
scene. Officer Trombley and Officers Allen and Capps responded to 
a welfare concern at 17400 block Stacy St, settled at scene. Officer 
Shurley and Officer Capps responded to a theft at 500 block S Main 
St, report taken. Officer Shurley responded to a suspicious person at 
3200 block S Main St, unfounded. Officer Shurley and Officer Allen 
responded to an assist other agency at 600 block Fruitdale St, settled 
at scene. Officer Allen and Officer Jackquet responded to a public 
service at 200 block Cannery Row, settled at scene. Officer Allen 
responded to a suspicious vehicle at 200 block Cannery Row, settled 
at scene. Officer Shurley responded to a city ordinance violation at 
3200 block S Main St, warning issued. Officer Jackquet responded 
to an accident at 3500 bock S Main St, settled at scene.  

Tuesday July 27, 2021
Sgt Flores, Lt Lazarine and Officer Capps responded to an assault 

at 15300 block Spring Oak Dr, report taken. Cpt Chambers and Of-
ficer Trombley responded to a 911 hang up at 100 block Eagle Spirit 
Dr, settled at scene. Officer Leevey responded to a public service at 
100 block Ballard Dr, settled at scene. Officer Allen responded to a 
public service at 100 block Ballard Dr, settled at scene. Officer Shur-

ley and Officer Allen responded to a public service at 200 block W 
Centennial Blvd, settled at scene. Officer Shurley and Officers Allen 
and Jackquet responded to a city ordinance violation at 3400 block S 
Main St, citation issued. Officer Jackquet responded to a suspicious 
circumstance at 13700 block Harvey Rd, report taken. Officer Shurley 
responded to a suspicious circumstance at 13700 block Harvey Rd, 
report taken. Officer Jackquet responded to a public service at 18300 
block Hwy 69 N, unfounded.  

Wednesday July 28, 2021
Officer Philpot responded to a residential alarm at 800 block Pine-

land Ln, false alarm. Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey respond-
ed to a suspicious circumstance at 100 block E Centennial Blvd, 
unfounded. Sgt Flores responded to a theft at 13700 block Harvey 
Rd, report taken. Officer Wedgeworth responded to a lost property 
at 200 block W Centennial Blvd, report taken. Officer Wedgeworth 
and Officer Ramsey responded to a business alarm at 16900 block 
Village Lake Dr, false alarm. Cpt Chambers and Officers Ramsey 
and Wedgeworth responded to a suspicious vehicle at 3200 block S 
Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officer Wedgeworth 
responded to a suspicious circumstance at 300 block Kingdom Blvd, 
settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Wedgeworth and Dailey 
responded to an accident at 700 block E Hubbard St, settled at scene. 
Officer Wedgeworth and Officer Dailey responded to a hit and run at 
3500 block S Main St,report taken. Officer Wedgeworth and Officer 
Dailey responded to a burglary at 14600 block Tucker St, report taken. 
Officer Gillham and Officers Wedgeworth and Dailey responded to a 
suspicious person at 900 block Brad Cir, unfounded. Officer Gillham 
and Officer Dailey responded to an assist other agency at 15000 block 
CR 463, false alarm. 

Thursday July29, 2021
Officer Ramsey responded to a criminal mischief at 800 block 

N Main St, report taken. Officer Philpot responded to a public ser-
vice at 1000 block Mt Sylvan St, settled at scene. Officer Philpot 
responded to a public service at 100 block Ballard Dr, settled at 
scene. Officer Philpot responded to a suspicious vehicle at 13200 
block CR 472, settled at scene. Officer Philpot and Officer Ramsey 
responded to a deadly conduct at 3500 block S Main St, unfounded. 
Officer Ramsey responded to a public service at 75 block Miranda 
Lambert Way, settled at scene. Lt Lazarine and Officers Philpot and 
Ramsey responded to a welfare concern at 200 block Francis Dr, 
settled at scene. Cpt Chambers and Officers Ramsey and Philpot 
responded to a suspicious circumstance at 1800 block S Main St, 
unfounded. Cpt Chambers and Officers Wedgeworth, Ramsey, and 
Philpot responded to a suspicious circumstance at 3500 block S Main 
St, unfounded. Officer Leevey responded to a 911 hang up at 100 
block E Centennial Blvd, settled at scene. Officer Wedgeworth and 
Officers Leevey and Philpot responded to a welfare concern at 553 
W I-20, settled at scene. Officer Gillham and Officer Wedgeworth 
responded to a suspicious vehicle at 100 block Corrigan Trails, 
settled at scene. Officer Leevey and Officer Gillham responded to 
an assist smith county at 16900 block Village Lake Dr, settled at 
scene. Officer Dailey responded to a public service at 100 block 
Ballard Dr, settled at scene. 

Authorities arrest suspect
in Van-area shooting incident
Investigators with the U.S. Marshal’s Felony 

Fugitive Task Force arrested Matthew Aric Jones 
in Quitman this past week for his involvement in 
a shooting which occurred near Van on July 23, 
said Smith County Sheriff’s Office spokesman 
Larry Christian.

Jones was booked into the Smith County Jail 
for Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon 
with a bond of $300,000.

Another suspect in the shooting, Jesse Lee 
Hasten, was also booked into the Smith County 
Jail after being released from an area hospital for 
treatment of a gunshot wound. Hasten was jailed 
on Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon as 
well as Felon in Possession of a Firearm charges 
with bonds totaling $400,000.

At approximately 12:30 a.m. on July 23, the 
Smith County Emergency Operations Center 
received a 911 call concerning a shooting which 
had taken place in the 19200 block of County 

Road 447 near Van.
The caller advised one subject had been shot 

and the other fled the scene in a silver Ford 
Crown Victoria.

Smith County deputies and officers of the 
Van Police Department arrived on the scene and 
identified the gunshot victim as Hasten, 29, of 
Mineola. He was transported to UT Health Tyler.

Some 30 minutes later, authorities learned 
another gunshot victim, Jones, had checked 
himself in to the UT Health Quitman Emergen-
cy Room for treatment of a gunshot wound to 
his leg.

When Wood County Sheriff’s Deputies ar-
rived, Jones fled the hospital on foot. Deputies 
located the Crown Victoria in the parking lot 
and secured the vehicle.

Authorities believe Hasten and Jones were 
involved in a dispute which resulted in an ex-
change of gunfire.

Gregg County man gets 100 months
for federal drug trafficking charges

A Kilgore man has been sentenced to federal 
prison for drug trafficking violations in the Eastern 
District of Texas, said Davilyn Walston, publicity 
spokesperson for Acting U.S. Attorney Nicholas 
J. Ganjei.

Christopher Marcell Mumphrey, 43, pleaded 
guilty on March 20, 2021, to possession with intent 
to distribute methamphetamine and was sentenced 
to 100 months in federal prison today by U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Jeremy D. Kernodle.

“So long as there are those who have committed 
themselves to infesting their communities with ille-
gal drugs, the U.S. Attorney’s Office, with our state 
and local partners, are committed to interdicting 
those efforts,” said Ganjei.  “We will continue to 

go after meth dealers in East Texas.” 
According to information presented in court, 

on Feb. 5, 2020, Mumphrey was a passenger in a 
vehicle which was used to transport and distribute 
methamphetamine in Smith County, Texas.  Mum-
phrey exited the vehicle and signaled to the buyer 
to approach the vehicle to complete the transaction.  
Mumphrey was indicted by a federal grand jury 
on Nov. 6, 2000 and charged with federal drug 
trafficking violations. 

This case was investigated by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, the Smith County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Texas Department of Public Safety - CID 
and prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Alan 
Jackson.

Jefferson County felon guilty of fed firearms violation for shooting dog
A Port Arthur man has pleaded guilty to a federal 

firearms violation in the Eastern District of Texas, 
said Davilyn Walston, publicity spokesperson for 
Acting U.S. Attorney Nicholas J. Ganjei.

Lou Arrington Welch, 32, pleaded guilty to pos-
session of a firearm by a prohibited person today 
before U.S. Magistrate Judge Zack Hawthorn.

“The fact that Welch would shoot an innocent 
animal speaks not only to his depravity, but also 
to his dangerousness.  As a felon with a cruel 
heart, he is exactly the kind of person that should 
not be permitted to possess a firearm,” said Gan-
jei.  “Getting guns out of the hands of prohibited 
persons makes all of us—including man’s best 
friend—safer.”

According to court documents, on Dec. 29, 2020, 
Port Arthur Police responded to a call reporting 
gunshots and the shooting of a dog.  When police 
arrived on scene, officers discovered the wounded 
dog and learned from the dog’s owner that Welch 

had previously threatened to shoot her dog.  While 
officers were at the scene, Welch drove past, and 
officers unsuccessfully attempted to flag him down.  

Officers followed Welch in a marked unit and 
attempted to pull him over.  However, Welch ac-
celerated, and a chase ensued.  Police eventually 
managed to stop and arrest Welch.  

Police recovered a pistol from the car, and Welch 
admitted to officers that he had shot the dog.  Further 
investigation revealed Welch had previously been 
convicted of felony drug violations in Jefferson 
County.  As such, Welch is prohibited from owning 
or possessing firearms or ammunition.  The dog 
ultimately survived its injuries.

Welch was indicted by a federal grand jury on 
Feb. 3, 2021.  He faces up to 10 years in federal 
prison.  

The maximum statutory sentence prescribed by 
Congress is provided here for information purposes, 
as the sentencing will be determined by the court 

based on the advisory sentencing guidelines and 
other statutory factors.  A sentencing hearing will 
be scheduled after the completion of a presentence 
investigation by the U.S. Probation Office.

This case is being prosecuted as part of the joint 
federal, state, and local Project Safe Neighborhoods 

Program, the centerpiece of the Department of 
Justice’s violent crime reduction efforts.  

This case is being investigated by the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the 
Port Arthur Police Department and prosecuted by 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Rachel Grove.
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903-882-88880 - NewsandTimes@aol.com 
LEGALS

NEED
CASH FAST?
Sell your unwanted items 
in the Classifieds. Call us 

at 903-882-8880

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home and family stay safe and 

comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for additional 

terms and conditions. 1-855-672-2446

GUTTER PROTECTION
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 

Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-680-0576

MEDICAL
MobileHelp, America’s Premier Mobile Medical Alert System. 

Whether You’re Home or Away. For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call Today!

1-903-844-7669

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes, HR•Linda Mayhugh, Administrator

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

*$1500 Sign on Bonus*
* C.N.A.’s  * $500 Sign on Bonus *

 Shift Differentials
 $1 (10p-6a)   $3 (2p-10p)   $2 (Dbl Wknd) 

LVN’s

Certified Medicaiton Aide 2p-10p
– Dietary Positions –

TexSCAN Week of 
August 1-7, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Corpus Christi – 17,000± SF Commercial Bldg. on 
1.92± Acres, Former Fitness Center. Bid deadline: 
Sept. 1, 14325 Northwest Blvd., 1 mile west of I-69E 
& I-37 interchange. Equipment available separately. 
Northwest Blvd. daily traffic: 30,000+ VPD. Hilco 
Real Estate Sales, 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstate.com.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

RESEARCH
Rural adults who eat meat may qualify to participate in 
a research study on food choice. Participants complete 
a survey and interview and receive a $25 gift card. 
emily.belarmino@uvm.edu, 802-656-0540.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.loghomedream.com; 704-602-3035.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Career and Technical Education  
Public Notification of Nondiscrimination 

(Notificación Publica de No Discriminación en Programas de Educación Técnica y Vocacional) 

Lindale ISD ofrece programas de educación técnica y vocacional en la Agricultu-
ra, Arquitectura, Negocio, Educacion, Finanzas, Ciencias de la Salud, Servicios 
Humanos, Fabricacion, Marketing, Ingenieria and Transporte. La admisiona estos 
programas se basa en enrollement. 
Es norma de Lindale ISD no discriminar en sus programas, servicios o activi-
dades vocacionales por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo o impedi-
mento, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, 
según enmienda; Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972, y la Sec-
ción 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda. 
Es norma de Lindale ISD no discriminar en sus procedimientos de empleo por 
motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, tal como lo 
requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; 
Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación, de 1972, la ley de Discriminación por 
Edad, de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 
1973, según enmienda. 
Lindale ISD tomará las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta de habili-
dad en el uso del inglés no sea un obstáculo para la admisión y participación en 
todos los programas educativos y vocacionales. 
Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos de quejas, comuníquese 
con el Coordinador del Título IX en Jamie Holder, 505 Pierce Street, P.O. Box 
370,Lindale, TX 75771, 903-881-4001, holderjt@lisdeagles.net y/o el Coordinador 
de la Sección 504 en Christy Clouse at 505 Pierce Street, P.O. Box 370, Lindale, 
TX 75771, clouseca@lisdeagles.net, 903-881-4001. 

Career and Technical Education  
Public Notification of Nondiscrimination 

Lindale ISD offers career and technical education programs in Agriculture, Archi-
tecture, Business, Education, Finance, Health Science, Human Services, Man-
ufacturing, Marketing, Engineering and Transportation.  Admission to these pro-
grams is based on student career interest and enrollment. 
It is the policy of Lindale ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin,  sex or handicap in its vocational programs, services or activities as 
required by Title VI of  the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Ed-
ucation Amendments of 1972;  and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
as amended. 
It is the policy of Lindale ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, nation-
al origin,  sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices as required by Title 
VI of the Civil Rights  Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972; the Age  Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of  1973, as amended. 
Lindale ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be 
a barrier  to admission and participation in all educational and vocational pro-
grams. 
For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title IX  
Coordinator, Jamie Holder at 505 Pierce Street, P.O. Box 370, Lindale, TX 75771, 
holderjt@lisdeagles.net, 903-881-4001, and the Section 504 Coordinator, Christy 
Clouse at 505 Pierce Street, P.O. Box 370, Lindale, TX 75771, clouseca@lisdea-
gles.net, 903-881-4001.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS    §              Attorney of Record: 
                                             CHARLES H. CLARK
COUNTY OF SMITH         §              604 WOLDERT    
        TYLER TX 75702
        903-593-2514
TO: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS IN THE ESTATE OF HOWARD 
DAVIS, DECEASED:

EARLIE LEE GILL IF HE IS LIVING, OTHERWISE TO UN-
KNOWN HEIRS OF EARLIE LEE GILL

AUDREY DAVIS IF SHE IS LIVING, OTHERWISE TO THE 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF AUDREY DAVIS

KATHERINE DAVIS IF SHE IS LIVING, OTHERWISE TO 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF KATHERINE DAVIS

SAMMIE MAE ARNWINE, IF SHE IS LIVING, OTHERWISE 
TO UNKNOWN HEIRS OF SAMMIE MAE ARNWINE

SAMMIE CALVIN DAVIS, IF HE IS LIVING, OTHERWISE TO 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF SAMMIE CALVIN DAVIS

RICHARD HERBERT HALE DAVIS, IF HE IS LIVING, OTH-
ERWISE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS OF RICHARD HERBERT 
HALE DAVIS

CASSIENOLA TUCKER DAVIS IF SHE IS LIVING, OTHER-
WISE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS OF CASSIENOLA TUCKER 
DAVIS

On the 15th day of July, 2019, MACK DAVIS filed an APPLI-
CATION FOR PROBATE OF WILL AS A MUNIMENT OF 
TITLE in a proceeding styled IN THE ESTATE OF HOWARD 
DAVIS, DECEASED and bearing the number 43892P in the 
County Court of Smith County, Texas.

The Court will hear the aforesaid APPLICATION FOR PRO-
BATE OF WILL AS A MUNIMENT OF TITLE on the Monday 
next after the expiration of ten (10) days from the date of 
publication of this citation, in the County Court Courtroom 
in the County Courthouse Annex of Smith County, in Tyler, 
Texas.

All persons interested in the aforesaid Estate and ALL THAT 
CERTAIN TRACT OF PARCEL OF LAND BEING LOT NO. 
5, BLOCK 501-C OF WOLDERT HEIGHTS THIRD ADDI-
TION TO THE CITY OF TYLER, TEXAS AS PER THE PLAT 
RECORDED IN VOL. 1, PAGE 294, PLAT 

RECORDS OF THE SMITH COUNTY, TEXAS are command-
ed to appear at or before the time set for said hearing by filing 
a written contest or answer to said Application.

Said written contest or answer shall be filed in the office of the 
County Clerk of Smith County, Texas in Tyler, Texas.

In compliance with the law, this citation shall be served by 
publication once in a newspaper of general circulation in this, 
the County in which such proceeding is pending, not less than 
ten (10) days before the return date hereof, exclusive of the 
day of publication, and the date of publication said newspaper 
bears shall be the day of publication.

If this citation is not served within ninety (90) days after the 
date of issuance, it shall be returned unserved.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of office, the 22nd 
day of July, 2021, at the office in Tyler, Texas.

KAREN PHILLIPS, COUNTY CLERK

Smith County, Texas

By: Shane Howell, Deputy Clerk

TWO Divide & Conquer Downsizing Sales – Same Dates
#1 Sale for Josette McCrary

Thurs., August 5 ~ 7:00 - 5:30 • Fri., Aug. 6 ~ 8:00 - 5:30 • Sat., Aug. 7 ~ 8:00 - 2:00

1301 Spring Branch ~ Tyler TX, 75703
Outside S Loop 323 and off S. Broadway, turn west onto Rice Rd. by Brookshire’s; continue across Old Bullard 
Rd. At the light, turn left (south) onto Hollytree Dr. Turn right onto Spring Branch.  OR turn south off Rice Rd. 

onto Plantation and east onto Spring Branch. (Part of Hollytree Dr. may be blocked.)
This lovely 2414 sq. ft. home, listed by Frieda Phillips, is for sale. Contents and consignments include: brushed 
red buffet & coordinating sofa/entry table; antq. secretary; antq.corner cabinet; many blue & white selections; A.C. 
Gentry framed prints; entertainment unit; 2 great bicycles; grandfather clock; lamps; chandelier; framed art; cost. 
jewelry (Pandora & James Avery); clothes, shoes, purses (Mich. Kors, Brighton, Coach); china; crystal; Tyler High 
Alcaldes; Texas A & M yrbks; iron base sofa/entry table; din.chairs (needlepoint seats); club chair & ottoman; 
white wicker etagere; rattan settee; linens; décor; crosses; Jim Shore Mary, Joseph, & Baby Jesus; roll top desk; 
rattan baker’s rack; movies, CD’s,  holiday selections; many books; roosters; MA Hadley selections; kitchen items; 
folding chairs; file cabinet; sm. appliances; 2 refrig.; wash. & dryer; hand tools; golf clubs; ladder; wheelbarrow; 
soooo much more!

TWO Divide & Conquer Downsizing Sales – Same Dates
#2 Sale for Rae and Margaret Peacock

Thurs., August 5 ~ 8:00 - 5:00 (NOT 7:00 AM / NOT 5:30)
Fri., Aug. 6 ~ 8:00 - 5:00  (NOT 5:30) • Sat., Aug. 7 ~ 8:00 - 2:00

6518 Ashmore Lane ~ Tyler TX, 75703
Outside SSW Loop 323 and off Jacksonville Hwy, turn into the Ashmore gated community across from Juicy’s and 
Chicken Express (north of FRESH and south of Grande). Turn left onto Ashmore Lane. (Note the time changes!!!)

This great garden home sold quickly. The following contents must be sold: din.table & china cab.; breakfast ta-
ble & chairs; large hutch; leather club chair & ottoman; Baldwin piano; 2 sofas; Blue Willow dishes; china; Franko-
ma; pottery by Tylerite Su Holder; Corning “Centura”; butcher block “island”; silverplate dinnerware; blue & white 
selections; fireplace screen & tools; bed bench; TV armoire; Roy Rogers lunch kit thermos; Bonanza lunch kit; 
Hardy Boy books; Radio Flyer wagon; train cars & track; material & sew. notions; portable sew. mach.; sew. mach.
in cabinet; desk; small secretary; drop leaf table; many frames; oil lamps; patio table & chairs; patio settee, chairs, 
& coffee table; copper selections; Sunbeam mixer; bar stools; many books; holiday décor; kitchen items; cookware; 
king headboard; twin headboards; nightstands; chest; dresser; off. chair; vacuum; linens; pillows; toys; games; Univ. 
of TX yrbk; UT nesting dolls (Nat’l championship); wash. & dry.; refrig.; 2 freezers; wheel chair; hand & yard tools; 
compound miter saw; sanders; saw horses; wheelbarrow; treadmill; sooooo much more. Note the time changes!

Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com 
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Get faster Internet on our next generation network

This neighborhood just got 
faster, with Suddenlink

+ 200 Mbps Internet*

+ $100 Visa® Prepaid Card! Terms apply.

+ One month FREE Internet 

+ 60-day money back guarantee

+ Built-in security

w/Auto Pay & Paperless Bill  
Plus taxes, fees and charges.

* Wired connection up to 200 Mbps.
 Speeds up to 1 Gig available.

mo.
1 yr.$30

200 Mbps Internet

Offer for new residential customers.  Former Suddenlink accts prev. not in good standing or have disconnected srvc within past 30 days not eligible. Not transferrable & may not be combined with other offers, is limited to advertised level of 
srvc. Other terms, conditions & restrictions apply. Min system req’s & equip configs apply. Not available in all areas. PRICES, EQUIP, TAXES & FEES: All advertised prices reflect $5 discount for enrolling in Auto Pay & Paperless Billing, must 
maintain both to keep discount. Surcharges, taxes, plus certain add’l charges & fees will be added to bill, and are subject to change during and after promotion period. 60-day money back guarantee is only for the monthly fee. Suddenlink 
must be contacted within first 60 days of service to receive full refund. Free standard installation with online orders. Free Smart Router available with leased modem. Limit 1 router per household. INTERNET: As of 13th mo., srvc will be billed 
at reg. rate & is subj to change. A $10/mo. modem fee & $3.50 Network Enhancement Fee applies. Advertised price for speeds up to 200 Mbps download/up to 10 Mbps upload. 1 Gig Internet not available in all areas. All speeds shown are 
for wired connection. WiFi speeds vary. Actual speeds vary & are not guaranteed. Wireless speed, performance & availability sbjct to factors beyond Suddenlink’s control. Many factors affect speed. Min. system req’s & equip. configs apply. 
In select markets with data caps, $15 will be charged automatically for each add’l 50 GB of data if initial data cap, or any previously applied data add-on amount, is exceeded. VISA® REWARD CARD: Only available to individuals who 
participate in advertised Internet offer and is not available to individuals who have previously participated in an Suddenlink Visa® Reward Card promotion within past 12 months. Visa Reward Card will be mailed to customers who maintain 
promotion and remain in good standing with no past due or returned payments throughout first 90 days after account activation. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Limit 1 per customer. Visa Reward Card cannot be used to pay Suddenlink 
monthly bill. Card value expires in 12 mos. Visa Reward Card may be used when making purchases from merchants in the U.S. and District of Columbia everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. No ATM access. Terms and Conditions apply 
to Reward Cards. See Cardholder Agreement for details. Visa Reward Card is issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. This optional offer is not a MetaBank product or service nor does MetaBank 
endorse this offer. Card is distributed and serviced by InComm Financial Services, Inc., which is licensed as a Money Transmitter by the New York State Department of Financial Services. ONE MONTH OF FREE INTERNET: Free month of 
service covers offer price for Internet service (or Internet portion of bundle offer price) & related Altice-imposed fees and will appear as bill credit on the 3rd bill. Gov’t taxes & fees still apply. Customer will need to maintain promotion and 
remain in good standing with no past due or returned payments throughout first 60 days after account activation. BUILT-IN SECURITY: provides security alerts to help identify potential online threats. It does not identify all malicious sites or 
prevent all malware and viruses and may be bypassed by Subscriber. Subscriber remains responsible for maintaining the security of any device connected to the Suddenlink network. Service subject to discontinuance without notice. Speed, 
service availability, pricing, offers, equipment needed, limitations, restrictions and terms vary by area and subject to change & discontinuance w/o notice. Visit Suddenlink.com for details. All rights reserved. All trademarks and service marks 
are the property of their respective owner. All trademarks & srvc marks are property of their respective owners. © 2021 Suddenlink Communications, a subsidiary of Altice USA, Inc.

855.817.7673
suddenlink.com

Looking for even faster Internet? 1 Gig Internet is now available.
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For us, there is no higher calling than 

providing for your health. From life’s 

first moments through every stage 

thereafter, we’re here to serve with the 

choices and coverage you need, backed 

by a strong network of physicians and 

hospitals. Contact us today to help you 

find the simple, affordable healthcare 

coverage that fits your life. Because at 

CHRISTUS Health Plan, our business 

is insurance, but our priority is you.

Our Priority Is You

CHRISTUS HEALTH PLANS 

MEDICARE  |   FAMILY  |   INDIV IDUAL 

Low premiums, limited out-of-pocket costs, trusted name. 

Visit CHRISTUShealthplan.org
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