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SMITH COUNTY
Arp 1.500% $20,595.31 $14,211.32 44.92% $91,470.00 $70,202.01 30.29%
Bullard 1.500% $67,874.05 $53,732.21 26.31% $295,622.19 $248,081.85 19.16%
Lindale 1.500% $401,467.43 $280,729.19 43.00% $1,576,274.63 $1,329,638.83 18.54%
New Chapel Hill 1.000% $2,022.40 $1,650.31 22.54% $7,803.58 $6,672.81 16.94%
Noonday 1.000% $20,714.98 $14,700.78 40.91% $85,379.29 $64,491.53 32.38%
Troup 1.500% $55,575.10 $42,265.38 31.49% $233,301.63 $181,835.32 28.30%
Tyler 1.500% $5,332,564.37 $3,722,075.56 43.26% $20,984,141.10 $18,765,206.54 11.82%
Whitehouse 1.500% $119,157.15 $88,671.40 34.38% $479,729.70 $404,065.56 18.72%
Winona 1.250% $15,749.70 $13,592.28 15.87% $75,494.18 $61,502.91 22.74%

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, coun-
ties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $1.06 billion in local sales 
tax allocations for May, 28.4 percent more than in May 2020 and 21.9 percent 
more than in May 2019.

These allocations are based on sales made in March by businesses that report 
tax monthly and sales made in January, February and March by quarterly filers.

Lindale’s sales tax revenue had a huge increase of 43-percent - $401,467.43 
compared to $280,729.19 last year. And for the year, Lindale is exceeding prior 
yearly totals by 18.54-percent - $1,576,274.63 compared to $1,329,638.83.

Lindale Chiropractic Clinic
George Craig Pitts, D.C.

Neck or Back Pain? We Can Help
Auto Accident • Sports/Athletic Injury

*Blue Cross Blue Shield * Aetna * Medicare  *United Health Care *Cigna * Humana

CALL FOR NO COST
CONSULTATION

903-882-1828
1437 S. Main St. (Across from Family Dollar)

Considering the busy schedule local singer Billie Jo Jones deals 
with on a daily basis, it’s a wonder she will have the time to take in a 
Major League Baseball game.

Yet on Friday, May 21, she’s planning to be in Arlington for the Texas 
Rangers’ game against the Houston Astros – in an official capacity.

She’s scheduled to sing the national anthem at Globe Life Field prior 
to the American League West battle between the two in-state rivals.

The Alba native stays busy 
in a variety of ways, not the 
least of which is being a 
mom to seven youngsters. 
Best friend/babysitter Jessica 
Williams is an indispensible 
part of her life.

As a kind of warm up act, 
Jones performed the Na-
tional Anthem at the Frisco 
Roughriders minor league 
game on Friday, May 14.

In between bites of chicken 
strips at TXM Texas Music 
City Grill and Steakhouse, 
Jones looked back on how she 
arrived at her current station 
in life after being raised by 

her grandparents from the age of one, who undoubtedly are extremely 
proud of her.

While working two jobs, she also hosts Karaoke Night at TXM 
which means there are a lot of local residents who are keeping track 
of her musical progress.

National Anthems at sporting events have become an entity into 
themselves during the past several decades with teams hunting for 
talented, charismatic performers to get the games started.

Jones, who strives to stay as booked as possible, went online to 
find out how to get the National Anthem gig at Globe Life Field. She 
quickly sent her photo, bio and a video and within a week she received 
an invitation to sing at the May 21 game, which will be broadcast on 
Bally Sports Southwest as well as the MLB Network.

“It’s so exciting to be able to sing in front of millions of people 
on TV,’’ she said. “The email I received said ‘Welcome to the Texas 
Rangers to perform and sing the National Anthem on May 21.’ ’’

Previous national exposures include stints on American Idol, The 
Voice as well as appearing with Shania Twain on the TV show “Real 
Country,’’  filmed in Nashville. Also on the broadcast were Travis 
Tritt and Jake Owens.

She also has opened for Pat Green, Randall King and Stoney LaRue.
“Hopefully, we’ll continue to see more concerts for Lindale,’’ Jones 

said, referring to the popular Cannery venue.
And while there are some big name female country stars, she feels 

the country music business remains a difficult one for women to attain.
“It’s still very hard for females to make it in the music industry,’’ 

she said. “I’d surely like to see a lot of changes that would make 
things better.’’

As far as personal favorites go, she’s partial to “Blame it On Your 
Heart,’’ by Patty Loveless. This also happens to be the favorite of her 
husband Justin.

Jones’ newest release “Forever Came Today’’ is one that can touch 
many people.

“People thought (a relationship) would last forever and that per-
son just decides to up and leave,’’ she said. “Hence, ‘Forever Came 
Today.’ ’’

This song was during last year’s quarantine by Bryan Jeffries and 
Tammy Mahler.

Traditional country music still holds a place in her heart as well.
“One of the highlights of my career was the opportunity to meet 

Ray Price,’’ she said, adding that she’s always had a passion for the 
standards made famous by stars such as Price and Patsy Cline.

With her dedication to not just her music but to her family as well, 
it’s easy to see a great future for this local songbird.

And on Friday night, baseball fans across the region will have the 
pleasure of hearing her.

Local singer takes 
stage for National 

Anthem in Arlington

Local sales tax soars 43-percent

The little ones had the ride of their lives during the Muttin’ Bustin’ competition held at the Patterson Ram Lindale 
Championship Rodeo, presented by the Lindale Area Chamber of Commerce at Crossbrand Cowboy Church 
arena.                               Photo by Terry Cannon

A familiar face will be taking the reins at E.J. Moss Intermediate 
School as David French, currently the assistant principal of the school, 

has been hired as the campus’ new principal, 
LISD publicity officials announced.

French is completing his second year as assis-
tant principal of E.J. Moss.

He began his association with the district in 
2010 as a teacher and coach.

 “I am excited and honored about the oppor-
tunity to take the lead principal position at E.J. 
Moss,” said French. “Our campus has amazing 
teachers and staff. The culture of high standards 

and excellence that we have built is incredibly strong.’’
These lofty goals will remain in place at E.J. Moss, French said.
“We will continue to challenge and support our students on a daily 

basis,” he said.

French earned his bachelor’s degree in Political Science at Sam 
Houston State University. He also holds a master’s degree in Curric-
ulum and Instruction from Texas A&M University. 

French will be taking over for Candace Widemon, who was re-
cently named the director of elementary curriculum and instruction 
for Lindale ISD. 

“We are very excited about Mrs. Widemon, who is joining our cen-
tral office team as director of elementary curriculum and instruction,” 
said Superintendent, Stan Surratt. “Because of her move, we have 
gone through the process to find the next campus leader of E.J. Moss 
Intermediate. We are excited to announce that Mr. David French will 
be promoted to principal of E.J. Moss. Mr. French has a long history 
of success as a professional and we are confident that he will have 
great success as the next principal of E.J. Moss.”

French will begin as principal starting the 2021-2022 school year. 

Lindale ISD hires new E.J. Moss principal

Lindale High School graduate and film producer Houston Hill’s latest 
film project “12 Might Orphans’’ will have its debut on June 11 in Texas 
followed by a national release on June 18, publicity officials announced.

Hill, a 1998 LHS graduate, produced the film under his Santa Rita 
Film Co. banner.

Directed by Ty Roberts, “12 Mighty Orphans’’ tells the inspiring 
story of the Fort Worth Masonic Home Mighty Mites during the Great 
Depression years, who despite being outweighed by more than 30 
pounds per player, wound up winning the state championship.

Roberts along with Lane Garrison and Kevin Meyer wrote the 
screenplay from the non-fiction book “Twelve Might Orphans: The 
Inspiring True Story of the Might Mites Who Ruled Texas Football’’ 
by author Jim Dent.

The film stars Luke Wilson, Martin Sheen, Robert Duvall, Vinessa 
Shaw, Wayne Knight, Jake Austin Walker, Treat Williams, Ron White 

LHS graduate’s “12 Mighty Orphans’’ 
scheduled for Texas release June 11

and Scott Haze.
Over the course of their winning season, the underdogs and their 

resilient spirit became an inspiration to their city, state, and an entire 
nation in need of a rebound, even catching the attention of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The architect of their success was Rusty Russell (Wilson), a legendary 
high school coach who shocked his colleagues by giving up a privileged 
position so he could teach and coach at an orphanage. 

Russell, himself an orphan, recognized that his scrawny players 
couldn’t beat the other teams with brawn, so he developed innovative 
strategies that would come to define modern football.

In 2018, Hill also produced a film called “The Iron Orchard.” 
Hill’s other producer credits include “Sister Aimee’’ (2019), “Mer-

cury Plains’’ (2016), “Stroker’’ (2014) and “Virgin Alexander’’ (2011).
Hill currently lives with his wife and son in Hideaway. 
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OPINION/EDITORIALOPINION/EDITORIAL

When government officials make decisions, they must let their 
citizens know. That’s why the state requires them to publish 
their actions through public notices in newspapers. 

But some politicians would prefer to bury public notices on little 
seen, rarely visited government websites – away from public 
scrutiny!

If it is not in the newspaper,  
you won’t know about it.

THEY’RE DRILLING FOR NATURAL GAS
DOWN THE ROAD.

OR HADN’T YOU HEARD?

Suzanne Suzanne 
BardwellBardwell

Gary Borders Gary Borders 
Capital Capital 

HighlightsHighlights

Results from the 2020 Census 
are beginning to surface. These 
statistics are far more than a 
matter of interest. Not only is 
the number of representatives 
in the US House tied to the 

count, but also 
funds from a 
variety of fed-
eral programs. 
Trends are also 
crucial to plan-
ning and de-
cision-making 
across a broad 
s p e c t r u m . 

While the data is still being com-
piled and it will be a while before 
we know the full story (and the 
inevitable lawsuits that are often 
settled by adding more people), 
some patterns are emerging.

Over the 10-year span, the 
population of the United States 

The Count
grew from 308.7 million to 331.4 
million, representing a 7.4% 
increase (the lowest rate since 
the 1930s and the second low-
est ever). Texas saw the largest 
change by a wide margin, adding 
about 4.0 million residents to top 
29.1 million in 2020. Florida was 
next (up 2.7 million), followed 
by California (nearly 2.3 million) 
and Georgia (1.0 million). Three 
states actually saw population 
shrink over the decade (West Vir-
ginia, Illinois, and Mississippi).

In terms of growth rates (rather 
than absolute increases), Utah 
and Idaho were the top two, with 
gains of 18.4% and 17.3% for the 
decade, while Texas was third 
with 15.9%. For a state with such 
a large base to also rank near the 
top in percentage change is quite 
remarkable. By contrast, the most 
populous state, California, ranked 

24 with a 6.1% rate of increase.
Because of the increase, Texas 

will gain two additional repre-
sentatives in Congress. Several 
other states will add one (Col-
orado, Florida, Montana, North 
Carolina, and Oregon), while 
others lose one (California, Il-
linois, Michigan, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West 
Virginia).

Major categories of federal 
funding tied to the Census in-
clude health care, housing, food 
and nutrition, education and 
job training, infrastructure, and 
social and protective services. 
All of these areas are critical to 
ongoing economic expansion 
and quality of life. Moreover, 
funding for such initiatives fos-
ters “downstream” effects. For 
example, nutrition, education, 
social services, health care, and 

other programs can enhance pro-
ductivity and efficiency, improve 
overall health (further enhancing 
productivity), and decrease stress 
on social service systems. The 
new data will help ensure Texas 
receives a significant share of 
federal funds, although the de-
cision by the State government 
to provide limited support for 
the effort likely resulted in an 
undercount (and potentially loss 
of a third new Representative).

Some of the variation in growth 
rates across the nation is driven 
by demographic patterns and 
rates of natural increase. Another 
key factor is economic expansion 
and job opportunities, leading to 
in-migration. Adding four mil-
lion new Texans indicates that 
the state remains a great place to 
live and work. Let’s keep it that 
way! Stay safe!

By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST

 Deaths of unbuckled Texans spike
The number of traffic accidents decreased in 2020, but the number 

of Texans killed while not wearing a seat belt increased by 16%, 
according to the Texas Department of Transportation.

In 2020, 1,073 fatalities were attributed to not wearing seat belts, 
up from 926 fatalities in 2019. Buckling up reduces the risk of dying 
in a traffic accident by 45% for people in the front seat of passenger 
cars and 60% for people in pickups, according to TxDOT.

“This past year we have all been reminded of the simple acts we can 
take to protect our lives and those of our loved ones,” said TxDOT 
Executive Director James Bass. 

“Wearing a seat belt is the most important step we can take to protect 
ourselves from serious injury or even death in a traffic crash. Instead 
of putting yourself and others in danger, remember: buckle up day 
and night, every rider, every ride.”

Texas officers will step up enforcement of the state’s seat belt and 
child car seat laws May 24 through June 6. Fines for not having ev-
eryone properly secured range up to $250.

Over half of eligible Texans vaccinated
More than 20 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine have been 

administered in Texas as of last week, fully covering more than half 
of eligible Texans 12 and older. Gov Gregg Abbott hailed the effort.

“Vaccines are the most effective defense against the spread of 
COVID-19, and I continue to urge all eligible Texans to get the 
vaccine,” Abbott said. “The COVID-19 vaccine will always remain 
voluntary and never forced in Texas, but it is up to all of us to ensure 
that we defeat this virus — which is why it is so important for Texans 
to seek out these safe and effective shots.”

The Texas Department of State Health Services announced last 
week that the Pfizer vaccine is now authorized for anyone 12 years 
and older. Also last week, the federal Centers for Disease Control 
announced that fully vaccinated people can resume activities without 
wearing a mask or physically distancing.

Local businesses still have the option of requiring employees and 
patrons to wear masks while inside their establishments.

Wholesale electricity plans to be banned
With time running out in the legislative session, which ends May 

31, just one bill addressing the blackouts during February’s winter 
storm has made it to the governor’s desk thus far.

House Bill 16 bans residents or small businesses from signing up 
for the type of electricity plans that allow wholesale electricity prices 
to be passed to customers. Those plans resulted in huge electric bills 
for some customers after the power outage, in some cases more than 
$15,000.

Griddy, the main company offering such service to about 29,000 
Texas customers, has filed for bankruptcy and ceased operations.

Meanwhile, the interim CEO of the Electric Reliability Council of 
Texas testified before a Texas Senate committee that ERCOT overrode 
its protocols in deciding to set prices for wholesale electricity.

 at the highest level, according to the San Antonio Express-News. 
Brad Jones said that “market rules were not followed.” The max-

imum price of $9,000 per megawatt hour was held for 32 hours, far 
longer than normal intervals of 15 minutes or so. The move cost Texas 
utilities billions of dollars.

Brazos Electric Power Cooperative filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
after being billed $1.8 billion by ERCOT. The cooperative’s 16 mem-
bers serve 68 counties from the Panhandle to Houston.

Bill to install AC in prisons passes House
The Texas House on Friday voted to require the state prison system 

to install air conditioning in state-operated prisons and jails, according 
to The Dallas Morning News. The measure now heads to the Texas 
Senate.

If the measure passes and is signed into law, its implementation 
would be dependent on the state providing funding.

“This is the right thing to do. It’s the humane thing to do,” bill 
sponsor Terry Canales, D-Edinburg, said. “The reality is in Texas, 
we are cooking people in prison.”

According to the Prison Policy Initiative website, only 30 of the 
state’s 109 prisons have air conditioning in all inmate housing areas.

Nominees sought for Heroes for Children Award
Do you know an outstanding volunteer spending time in one of 

the state’s more than 8,000 schools? The State Board of Education is 
seeking nominees for its annual Heroes for Children Award for each 
of the 15 SBOE districts in Texas.

Examples of the volunteer services provided by past recipients 
include mentoring students, providing meals and spearheading fund-
raisers. Award recipients are honored with a plaque at the September 
SBOE meeting. The nomination form can be found at this link: https://
tinyurl.com/a22mw34f.

Bard’s Top 10 College 
Tips for the Class of 2021

Or, how to survive & thrive at the Big Show
10.  Register EARLY so that you get the classes & professors you 

want. (If you are going to a mega-university go to the earliest orien-
tation.) Bonus tip: if you end up with a crummy adviser connect with 
professors or upperclassmen who can point you in the right direction.

9.  Schedule classes so that like classes are not close together. 
AVOID like classes back to back. Instead DO this: MWF-English/
Chemistry/Psychology; T-Th-Statistics/History. (Bonus tip: take 
at least 15 semester hours, if you have to drop a class you will still 
maintain full-time status. BEWARE dropping a 4-hour class, you 
MUST have 12 hours to maintain full time status for financial aid.) 

8.  CREATE a study schedule that accounts for all your awake time. 
THEN plan to use time wisely. Depending on your intellectual ability 
procrastination will cause either failure, physical illness or emotional 
breakdown-sometimes all three. (You guys MAYBE have had one or 
two truly challenging HS classes, in the fall you will likely have 4-5 
in one semester. Most college classes only have a handful of graded 
tests and assignments NOT 10 or more as in high school.)

7. USE the SQ3R textbook reading method and make sure you have 
done ALL assigned reading BEFORE going to class:

~Survey: read the chapter intro, headings, subheadings & summary 
(that’s your map, you wouldn’t drive to DisneyWorld by just heading 
east. KNOW where you are supposed to end up and have a PLAN to 
get there. And SURPRISE, it works!)

~turn the first heading into a question
~read to answer the question
~recite the answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS (if you can do that 

you understand it)
~when you get to the end of the reading assignment review, make 

sure you can still answer the question.
Bonus:  You paid for those books, USE them. Even if you can get 

by without doing the reading you are cheating yourself intellectually 
and in the future.

6.  Use the Listen/Think/Write process in lecture classes. A lecturer 
can talk at 100 words a minute. YOU (yes, you!) can THINK (on 

average) at 400 words a minute. (Bonus TIP: Do NOT skip class. It 
ticks off most professors and frankly you have to be present to win!) 
REMINDER: Professors have a LOT of leeway in grading. Go to 
class, ask for help, try and connect with prof or grad assistant.

Sad but True confession:  I have my College Algebra credit because 
of a compassionate Prof…AND I turned everything in….AND I never 
missed class…AND I took him candy...KNOW your professors.

5.  Read lecture notes from previous class session immediately be-
fore going to class. This gives context and meaning to what you will 
hear next. Meaning imparts purpose, context results in understanding. 
WIN-WIN! Look at YOU grooving like Einstein!

4.  Read notes immediately after lecture class and add omissions 
before you forget. The result will be actual learning AND retention.

3.  Sit in front row (IF you have a choice). Focus on WHAT is being 
said NOT how it is being said (OR on the cutie next to you—agreed, 
that can be tough). 

2.  Get study buddies (who know what is going on) and STUDY!  
Do NOT base your study group choice on looks, personality or 
pocketbook. You need accountability and Smarties to help you reach 
your goals.

1.  Get help AS SOON AS YOU KNOW YOU ARE IN TROU-
BLE. (ALWAYS, always  turn in assignments. In college it is almost 
impossible to pass if you skip just one.) 

REMEMBER:  Ultimately YOU are the only teacher you ever 
truly have. YOU CHOOSE to learn or not. IF you haven’t learned 
that work is fun, now is the time to grasp that lesson. Hard work 
doesn’t feel hard when you are having fun.

BIGGEST BONUS TIP OF ALL:  IF you do all of the above 
consistently you WILL   have time for FUN. FUN is important!  Wait, 
maybe there is one more BIGGER BIGGEST BONUS TIP:  CALL 
your parents! They love you and may actually miss you!
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FREE Equipment to use | FREE Shipping* | FREE Lockbox!
THIS MONTH, GET OUR BEST OFFER EVER!

1-903-844-7669
Call for a FREE Brochure!

A Help Button Should 
Go Where You Go!

To be truly independent, your personal
emergency device needs to work on the go.

   From $19.95      /month

Simple one-button operation
Affordable service
Amplifi ed 2-way voice 
communication

24/7 access to U.S. based 
emergency operators
GPS location detection
Available Nationwide

MobileHelp Features:

Optional Fall Button™

The automatic fall detect pendant 
that works WHERE YOU GO!

 Lockbox!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Each week, the Lindale News and Times 
will feature a look back at some of the local events as they occurred 
during the corresponding weeks of the past one, five and 10 years.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, May 21, 2020

Lindale’s sales tax revenue rose 3.41 percent -- $280,729.21, 
compared to $271,457.85 for the current reporting period accord-
ing to figures released by Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar’s office.

For the year to date, Lindale outpaced the previous yearly ac-
counting by 2.66 percent, $1,329,638 compared to $1,295,145.28 
for the same period in 2019.

Across the state, Hegar announced he would be sending cities, 
counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing district more 
than $824 million, five percent less than the year before. These 
allocations are based on sales made in March by businesses that 
report tax monthly and sales made in January, February and March 
by quarterly filers.

FIVE YEARS AGO, May 19, 2016
Once again, local cash registers sang a positive tune with sales 

tax figures showing a 9.66 percent increase from this time a year 
ago, according to numbers provided by Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar.

Lindale’s numbers provided a stark contrast to the county’s 
largest taxing entity – Tyler, which was down 4.95 percent – and 
the county average, down 3.76 percent.

Arp’s figures dropped the most at 38.46 percent.
Meanwhile, Noonday led the way with a 26.88 percent in-

crease, following by Troup at 10.98 percent and Whitehouse at 
9.98 percent.

New Chapel Hill enjoyed an 8.34 percent increase, while Bul-
lard (3.86 percent) and Winona (3.85 percent) were also in the 
positive column.

Across the state, Hegar sent cities, counties, transit systems and 
special purpose taxing districts $591.4 million in local sales tax 
allocations for April, 2.6 percent more than in April 2015. 

10 YEARS AGO, May 19, 2011
Lindale High School senior Tom Hill was selected as one of 

six finalists for the National Forensic League’s National Student 
of the Year Award.

Hill was chosen as the University Interscholastic League’s 
District Student of the Year in February, making him eligible for 
the national award.

According to the NFL, national award nominees demonstrate 
strong academic standards, are actively engaged in community 
service, exhibit dedication to forensics and characterize the traits 
of humility, integrity, leadership, respect and service.

Janice Caldwell was his debate teacher at Lindale High School.

When we last checked in with 
those wanting to separate Tex-
as from the United States and 
become an independent nation 
(known by the snappy moniker 
TEXIT), the issue was having a 
hard time finding traction with 
a majority of state lawmakers. 
Currently, it’s still stuck in 
neutral.

Officially labeled the “Let Tex-
as Vote Act,’’ it is strongly sup-
ported by Rep. Kyle Biedermann 
(R-Fredericksburg) and a group 
known as the Texas Nationalist 
Movement, whose president 
Daniel Miller asked Gov. Greg 
Abbott during a recent news 
conference to include the “Vote 
Act’’ in a special session of the 
legislature.

Biedermann and the bill’s 
co-authors, Jeff Cason of Bedford 
and Bryan Slaton of Royse City, 
were also at the news conference.

Since the bill failed to receive a 
hearing in the House Committee 
on State Affairs, it appears to 
be DOA unless it’s tacked onto 
another proposal.

The Texas Nationalist Move-
ment has been trying for the 
past decade to get this Texas 
secession idea on a ballot for the 
state’s voters and the recent press 
conference was the beginning of 
15 hours of virtual testimony, 
Miller said.

A few weeks ago when I dis-
cussed Biedermann’s plan in this 
space, I noted a few of the rather 
important items that would disap-
pear if Texas were no longer part 
of the United States.

To wit:
-- Gone would be the 32 mili-

tary bases in the state as well as 
the federal highway funds and 
federal assistance to schools;

-- There would be an imme-
diate need for a standing army, 
navy and air force as well as a 
rather oppressive tax to pay for 
these things;

-- No more federal courthous-
es, no more federal grants for 
local governments and no fund-
ing for 14 parks managed by the 
National Parks Service, including 
Big Bend National Park and Gua-
dalupe Mountains National Park. 

-- The Johnson Space Center in 
Houston would be packed up and 
moved somewhere else.

-- Border security would be an 
even bigger nightmare;

-- And without armed forces, 
this new nation would be ripe for 
invasion from any country with a 
semblance of an army and navy.

But perhaps most importantly, 
there is the issue of the large num-
ber of Texans receiving Social 
Security, Medicare or Medicaid 
benefits. It doesn’t seem likely 
that the U.S. government would 
continue to provide Social Secu-
rity or other similar benefits to 

residents of another country.
If – and this is a mighty big 

“if’’ – Texans voted to secede, 
the U.S. wouldn’t give this new 
“nation’’ a grace period to get 
its affairs in order. All the things 
mentioned above would be erased 
in a matter of weeks.

Circling back to Biedermann, 
Miller and the other TEXIT back-
ers, Rep. Chris Paddie, R-Mar-
shall, the chairman of the House 
Committee on State Affairs, was 
a target of their dissatisfaction.

“(Paddie) has ignored the pleas 
of Texans who have done all but 
begged for this bill to be heard,’’ 
said Miller. “He has not sched-
uled it for a hearing, effectively 
killing it this session. The only 
reason to not give this legislation 
a public hearing is to perpetuate 
the lie that TEXIT supporters are 
old, white and uneducated.’’

Biedermann was asked why 
Paddie didn’t give his bill a 
hearing and the New Braunfels 
Republican cited numerous “hot 
button’’ issues this session and 
said the media and others were 
calling the measure a “secession 
bill.’’

Biedermann said this is not 
a bill for secession but rather 

for a dialogue. Cason called the 
proposal a “starting point” and 
echoed Biedermann’s sentiment, 
saying, “Being allowed to have 
a dialogue about this referendum 
doesn’t mean we’re leaving the 
union.”

If it isn’t about leaving the 
union, then what is it about?

Biedermann was asked if he 
supports secession to which he 
said he favors the discussion and 
giving a vote to the people in or-
der to give the state the “leverage 
so that we can bring our country 
back to what it should be through 
our Constitution.”

Biedermann filed the bill in 
January, a couple of weeks after 
he was spotted with the pro-
Trump mob during the Jan. 6 
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.

To that, Biedermann said “On 
Jan. 6, I, along with thousands of 
Americans, peacefully marched 
on our nation’s Capitol to make 
our voices heard. It was unfortu-
nate that some used this gather-
ing to sow discord and promote 
violence.”

I suppose that a state (not a sep-
arate nation, yet) as big as Texas 
would have its share of, shall 
we say “different personalities’’ 
offering ideas for legislation, but 
I swear I’m hard pressed to find a 
more ridiculous waste of time for 
the state’s (not a separate nation, 
yet) voters.

At least when column ideas 
are hard to come by I can always 
count on the silliness of our 
state’s (not a separate nation, yet) 
lawmakers.

Well, I busted another finger 
this past week.  I’m pretty sure 
I’ll lose the fingernail, but I’m 
used to that.  You see, I’ve busted 
more fingers that you can shake 
a stick at.  

The first time I did it was prob-
ably the worst time.  I actually 
broke the finger.  In fact, it was 
the same finger that I smashed 
this time; the ring finger on my 
right hand.  

This poor finger has seen its 
share of trouble in its lifetime, 
let me tell you.  I even dropped 
a piece of melted plastic from a 
coffee can lid I had set on fire.  
You see, you can set a coffee 
can lid on fire while holdin’ it 
up with a stick and the melted 
plastic will start drippin’ off.  
You don’t want to hold the stick 
up too high or the plastic will hit 
your hand.  

I learned this the hard way.  
Poor finger.  

Why did I set fire to a coffee 
can lid, you ask.  Well, I ran out 
of little toy soldiers.  See, we 
didn’t have computer games and 
junk like that to keep our minds 
occupied, so we’d think up stuff 
to keep us busy.  

Back then, we didn’t have fire 
ants, but we did have Big Red 
Ants.  I don’t know if that’s the 
proper name for them, but that’s 
what we called them.  What you 
would do, is you would find a 
Big Red Ant bed and take a toy 
soldier, or in my case a plastic 
coffee can lid, and you’d set it 
on fire and try to hit an ant with 
the drippin’ plastic.  

I know, it sounds cruel, but 
I’m just tellin’ you what we did.  
Anywho, we usually ended up 
about as bad as the ants.  

How did I get on this subject?  
Oh yeah, busted fingers.

Like I said, the first busted fin-
ger was the worse.  My dad and I 

were up at Mr. Todd’s gettin’ our 
hair cut.  Mr. Todd had a shop up 
just off the square in Tyler.  It 
was in a basement of a building 
and you had to go down a set of 
stairs off of the sidewalk to get 
to it.  That really doesn’t have 
anything to do with my busted 
finger; I just thought I’d tell you.

Now, this was an old timey 
barber shop.  It had a barber pole 
out front, and a pile of magazines 
for all the men to read while 
waitin’ to get a haircut (there 
wasn’t anything about makin’ 
an appointment to get a haircut 
back then), a shoeshine stand, 
and three old barber chairs.  

There were only two barbers in 
Mr. Todd’s shop at the time; Mr. 
Todd, and another man.  I can’t 
remember what the other man’s 
name was, but Mom said that if 
my dad ever let him cut my hair 
again, she’d skin him alive.  

See, Mr. Todd was busy once, 
and my dad was in a hurry and 
he let that other man cut my hair, 
and I came home lookin’ like I 
had the mange.  I thought my 
mom was goin’ to cry.  

Anywho, back to the finger 
bustin’.

You’re probably not goin’ to 
believe this, but I was a pretty 
rambunctious child.  I couldn’t 
sit still.  I still can’t.  

Now, my mom was pretty 
good at keepin’ me corralled, 
but my dad, well, my dad was 
pretty rambunctious himself, 
so he knew where I was comin’ 
from and all, and he’d let me 

get away with a little more than 
Mom would.  You see, you had 
to wait to get your hair cut.  

There were always a few men 
in front of you.  Barbers back 
then weren’t that interested 
in gettin’ in any hurry either.  
They’d cut a while, and then 
stop and talk a while, and then 
cut some more, and then stop and 
talk some more.  While this was 
all goin’ on, I’d look through the 
huntin’ and fishin’ magazines, 
and then jump up and go outside 
and slide down the pipe handrail 
on the concrete steps, and then 
go back inside, and climb up in 
the shoeshine chair, and finally 
end up in one of the old barber 
chairs that was not bein’ used.  

Mr. Todd had three chairs, but 
he and that other man were the 
only ones workin’, so it left that 
one chair.  

Those old chairs had a big 
handle on the side so that the 
barber could recline the back of 
the chair, so he could shave you.  
They used to shave you back 
then.  He could also pump that 
lever up and down and the chair 
would move up and down, so he 
could make it the right height. 

Well, I was sittin’ in that emp-
ty chair and I put my hand on 
that handle and started pumpin’.

“Quit messin’ with that chair, 
boy,” my dad said, and I did.  I 
jumped out of the chair and went 
around looking at that handle.  I 
was tryin’ to figure out how it 
worked.  Well, I put my right 
hand on the armrest of the chair 

and my left hand on the handle 
and I don’t know what I did, but 
all of a sudden the back of the 
chair fell back and my finger was 
caught in some kind of joint and 
we all heard it snap.  

I hollered.  My dad jumped up 
and ran over, and between him 
and Mr. Todd, they finally fig-
ured out how to get me unhung.  
My hand was pointin’ up, and 
my finger was pointin’ toward 
the wall.

Now-a-days, the kid would get 
a whole bunch of sympathy, and 
the barber would get sued.  I got 
chewed out for not obeyin’ my 
dad, and then he made me apol-
ogized to Mr. Todd for messin’ 
with his chair.  

I ’m pret ty  sure  I  would 
have gotten a whippin’ if my 
finger had been pointin’ up.   
My dad then grabbed the end 
of the finger, pulled it out, 
straightened it and popped it 
back into place.  

He made a few minor adjust-
ments, and told me not to move 
it.  Then we got our hair cut.  On 
the way home dad stopped and 
bought us both a couple of Eski-
mo Pies (this was before the po-
litically correct people shamed 
‘em into changin’ the name).  
After we finished the ice cream 
bars dad took the ice cream 
sticks and stuck one on one side 
of my finger and the other on 
the other side, sandwichin’ my 
finger in between, and wrapped 
some electrical tape around the 
whole thing.  

No, we didn’t go to the doctor.  
Back then, you didn’t go to the 
doctor unless you had blood 
spurtin’, or there was a bone 
stickin’ out, or you were cut so 
bad you could see guts. 

 Oh well, now you know about 
my fingers.  One of these days 
I’ll tell you about my toes.
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LETTER TOLETTER TO
EDITOREDITOR

Take a moment to
remember our veterans

Dear Editor,
Memorial Day honors the men and women who died serving 

in the U.S. Armed Forces. It is a day for Americans to remember 
and honor the heroes who laid down their lives to preserve our 
freedoms. 

We can all join and pay tribute to those who died during military 
service with the National Moment of Remembrance, a minute of 
silence, at 3 p.m. on Monday, May 31. 

Further, we can thank and support their surviving loved ones. 
This Memorial Day, let’s unite with family and friends and 

appreciate our freedoms. Let’s reflect on our history, remembering 
those who gallantly fought and died for each of us. Their courage 
and sacrifice will always be honored across this great state, nation 
and in our hearts. 

To all our Texas veterans, please know you have our gratitude 
and unwavering support every day of the year. 

Sincerely,  
Laura Koerner  

Texas Veterans Commission  
Chairwoman and U.S. Navy Veteran

Officials with the University of 
Texas at Tyler have announced that 
the Patriot Golf Classic will return 
in spring 2022 after being canceled 
last year during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

University officials had con-
sidered a fall date for the 2021 
tournament but decided instead the 
tournament should continue to be 
held in the spring. The golf classic is 
comprised of the Southside Million 
Dollar Hole-in-One and the BMW 
of Tyler Patriot Golf Classic. 

Following the decision to not hold 
a 2021 tournament, local businesses, 
who had already committed more 
than $50,000 to the scholarship 
fundraiser, chose to gift those funds 
to the university to help UT Tyler students who continue struggling 
financially due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We owe these sponsors a debt of gratitude for the support they 
have demonstrated to our students,” said Kirk A. Calhoun, MD, FACP, 

UT Tyler president. “UT Tyler is 
sincerely grateful for the generosity 
of East Texas.” 

Southside Bank is the lead donor 
giving $25,000. Other sponsors are 
BMW of Tyler, Austin Bank, KP 
Evolutions, EMA Engineering, MT2 
Law Group, Swan Transportation, 
Suddenlink Business, Texas Bank 
and Trust, and Greater TX Capital 
Corp. 

“Many students and their families 
are still suffering from the finan-
cial impact of the pandemic. Even 
though the Patriot Classic will not 
take place this year, Southside felt it 
was important to honor the spirit of 
the tournament by providing schol-
arships for deserving students,” said 

Lee Gibson, Southside Bank president and CEO. 
For more information about the 2022 Patriot Classic, contact Amy 

Lively, UT Tyler senior director of university advancement, alively@
uttyler.edu.

Benefit Patriot Golf Classic 
returns for 2021



Friday May 7, 2021
Chief Somes, Cpt Chambers, Sgt Flores and Officers Philpot, 

Jackquet and Ramsey responded to an assist smith county at 3300 
block S Main St, settled at scene. Officers Philpot and Jackquet 
responded to a public service at 100 block Timber Park, settled at 
scene. Officers Philpot and Jackquet responded to public service at 
3200 block S Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers 
Philpot and Jackquet responded to a disturbance at 300 block Braziel 
St, Report taken. Cpt Chambers, Sgt Flores and Officers Philpot, 
Jackquet and Fortunas responded to a stolen vehicle at 100 block E 
Centennial Blvd, report taken. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Philpot, 
Jackquet, Wedgeworth and Ramsey responded to a disturbance at 
13400 block CR 472, arrest made. Cpt Chambers and Officer Ramsey 
responded to an accident at 18200 block Hwy 69 N, report taken. Of-
ficers Gillham and Wedgeworth responded to an assist smith county 
at 15600 block Hickory Dr, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and 
Officer Dailey responded to a welfare concern at 3400 block S Main 
St, settled at scene. Officer Dailey responded to a suspicious vehicle 
at 15000 block CR 463, settled at scene. Officers Dailey and Gillham 
responded to a disturbance at 200 block N College St, settled at scene. 
Officers Dailey and Gillham responded to a loud noise complaint at 
300 block N Henry St, warning issued. Officer Gillham responded to 
a loud noise complaint at 300 block Boyd St, settled at scene. Officers 
Gillham and Dailey responded to a suspicious circumstance at 70 
block Miranda Lambert Way, settled at scene. 

Saturday May 8, 2021
Officers Philpot, Jackquet and Ramsey responded to a suspicious 

circumstance at 100 block Legends Ct, settled at scene. Officer For-
tunas responded to an accident at 200 block N Main St, report taken. 
Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Philpot and Jackquet responded to an 
accident at 1400 block S Main St, report taken. Sgt Dworaczyk and 
Officer Wedgeworth responded to an assist other agency at 200 block 
W North St, settled at scene. Officer Ramsey responded to an accident 
at 100 bock Memorial Dr, report taken. Officers Philpot, Jackquet and 
Ramsey responded to a business alarm at 17900 block N Main, false 
alarm. Officers Philpot and Jackquet responded to a theft at 13300 block 
CR 472, report taken. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Gillham and Dailey 
responded to a disturbance at 400 block Marchman St, settled at scene. 
Officers Gillham and Dailey responded to a theft at 15200 block CR 
467, report taken. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Gillham and Dailey 
responded to a suspicious vehicle at 700 block William Dr, settled at 
scene. Officer Gillham responded to a suspicious vehicle at 3200 block 
S Main St, settled at scene. Officers Gillham and Dailey responded to a 
assist smith county at 15500 block FM 16 W, settled at scene. Officers 
Gillham and Dailey responded to a suspicious person at 13600 block 
CR 474, settled at scene. 

Sunday May 9, 2021
Sgt Houghton and Officer Trombley responded to a disturbance at 

400 block Oak Hill Ln, criminal trespass issued, report taken. Officer 
Trombley responded to a theft at 100 block E Centennial Blvd, no action. 
Sgt Houghton and Officer Trombley responded to an accident at 553 
W I-20, report taken. Officer Shurley responded to a business alarm 
at 13800 block Hwy 69 N, false alarm. Officers Capps and Shurley 
responded to an assault at 13300 block I-20, report taken. 

Monday May 10, 2021
Sgt Houghton and Officer Trombley responded to a theft at 100 

block E Centennial Blvd, report taken. Officer Trombley responded 
to a hit and run at 500 block S Main St, report taken. Sgt Houghton 
and Officer Trombley responded to a disturbance at 500 block Pierce 
St, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton and Officers Trombley, Capps and 
Shurley responded to a suspicious vehicle at 100 block S Main St, 
citation issued report taken. Officer Capps and Shurley responded to 
a disturbance at 900 block E Hubbard St, settled at scene. Officers 
Capps and Shurley responded to a welfare concern at 3200 block S 
Main St, settled at scene. Officer Capps and Shurley responded to a 
suspicious circumstance at 300 block S Main St, unable to locate. 
Officer Shurley responded to a public service at 200 block Charles 
Dr, settled at scene. Officer Capps responded to a suspicious vehicle 
at 400 block Noah Ln, settled at scene. Officer Capps responded to a 
business alarm at 70 block Miranda Lambert Way, false alarm. 

Tuesday May 11, 2021
Sgt Houghton and Officer Trombley responded to a stolen vehicle 

at 200 block W North St, report taken. Officer Trombley responded 
to a public service at 700 block E Hubbard St, settled at scene. Sgt 
Houghton and Sgt Flores responded to an accident at 900 block S 
Main St, settled at scene. Cpt Chambers, Sgt Houghton, Sgt Flores 
and Officers Trombley and Fortunas responded to a suspicious person 
at 3500 block S Main St, report taken. Cpt Chambers, Sgt Houghton 
and Officer Trombley responded to an accident at 1500 block S Main 
St, unfounded. Officer Trombley responded to a public service at 100 
block Ballard DR, settled at scene. Officers Capps and Shurley re-
sponded to a public service at 3500 block S Main St, settled at scene. 
Officers Capps and Shurley responded to a disturbance at 17400 block 
Stacy St, settled at scene. Officer Capps responded to a suspicious 
vehicle at 400 block Perryman Rd, settled at scene. 

Wednesday May 12, 2021
Officer Ramsey responded to an animal at large at 200 block Waters 

St, report taken. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Philpot and Jackquet 
responded to a suspicious person at 3500 block S Main ST, unable 
to locate. Sgt Dworaczyk and officer Ramsey responded to an assist 
other agency at 400 block N Main St, settled at scene. Officer Ram-
sey responded to a public service at 200 block Timber Park, settled 
at scene. Officer Wedgeworth responded to an assist other agency at 
15900 block CR 4197, settled at scene. Officers Philpot and Jacquet 
responded to a harassment at 13400 block CR 472, settled at scene. 
Officers Philpot and Jackquet responded to an accident at 13300 block 
W I-20, report taken. Officers Wedgeworth and Gillham responded 

to an animal at large at 13700 block CR 4198, settled at scene. Sgt 
Dworaczyk and Officer Dailey responded to a suspicious circum-
stance at 300 block S Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and 
Officer Dailey responded to an accident at 100 block E Centennial 
Blvd, report taken. 

Thursday May 13, 2021
Officer Ramsey responded to an assist other agency at 400 block 

Mission Crest Cr, settled at scene. Captain Chambers and Sgt 
Dworaczyk responded to a public service at 100 block Ballard Dr, 
settled at scene. Officers Philpot and Jackquet responded to a theft 
at 300 block S Main St, report taken. Officers Philpot, Jackquet and 
Ramsey responded to an assist smith county at 200 block Cannery 
Row, report taken. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officer Wedgeworth responded 
to a criminal trespass at 100 block E Centennial Blvd, settled at scene. 
Sgt Dworaczyk and Officer Wedgeworth responded to a business alarm 
at 16900 block Village Lake Dr, false alarm. Officers Philpot, Jackquet 
and Ramsey responded to a missing person at 100 block N Main St, 
unfounded. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Gillham, Wedgeworth and 
Dailey responded to a loud noise disturbance at 300 block Helen Dr, 
report taken. Officers Gillham, Wedgeworth and Dailey responded 
to a suspicious circumstance at 300 block N College St, report taken. 

Lindale News & Times, Thursday, May 20, 2021, Page 5

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE! 
855-672-2446

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 
O� er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

BUSINESS
Spotlight

Culture Club Art GalleryCulture Club Art Gallery
107 E. Elm Street107 E. Elm Street

Winnsboro, TX 75494Winnsboro, TX 75494

903-347-6036903-347-6036
cultureclubgallery.comcultureclubgallery.com

cultureclubgallery@gmail.comcultureclubgallery@gmail.com

E’RE SEEKING LEADERS
TO APPLY 

TEXT WHATABURGER1036 TO 
85000 OR SCAN QR CODE

DKTINVESTMENTSJOBS.COM
Call 903-881-5120

BIGGEST
VAPOR 

SELECTION
TOBACCO
SELECTION

WALK-IN
HUMIDOR

LINDALELINDALE
904 S. MAIN

(903) 200-4922
TOBACCOJUNCTION.COM

904 S. MAIN
(903) 200-4922

TOBACCOJUNCTION.COM

The Added      TouchThe Added      Touch
Your Flooring Company Since 1989

Open: Monday - Friday • 9:30-5:00
13229 FM 849 (South of bridge from I-20)

903-882-0324
TILE • WOOD • LAMINATE • CARPET • VINYL PLANKING

We treat our clients with extra care and respect.
• Great Selection• Brand Name Products • Free Measuring & Quotes

• Expert Installers • Interior Design • The Very Best Prices!The Very Best Prices!

County sheriff’s office investigates
shooting in New Chapel Hill area

Officials with the Smith 
County Sheriff ’s Office are 
seeking information in connec-
tion with a shooting which took 
place Tuesday afternoon, May 
11 in the Jackson Heights com-
munity of New Chapel Hill, said 
spokesman Larry Christian.

At approximately 2:15 p.m., 
county deputies responded to a 
report of a gunshot victim at this 
location. Upon arrival, deputies 
found a male victim suffering 
from a gunshot wound.

UT Health East Texas EMS 
transported the victim to Tyler 

for treatment.
Officials believe the suspects 

apparently fired rounds from 
a vehicle at the victim and 
fled the area in an unknown 
direction.

County investigators and 
the county crime scene unit 
remained at the scene and spoke 
to witnesses.

Sheriff’s officials ask if any-
one has information on this 
shooting they are encouraged 
to call 903-566-6600.

More information will be 
released when it becomes avail-

able, Christian said.
For more information on the 

Smith County Sheriff’s Office 
visitwww.smithcountysheriff.

com.  The Sheriff ’s Office 
also has a FB page and can 
be followed on Twitter at @
SmithCSO.

UT Health East Texas Physicians have opened a COVID-19 Recov-
ery Clinic at UT Health North Campus Tyler, designed to treat patients 
who have recovered from COVID-19 but continue to experience 
lingering health issues, said publicity spokesperson Alison Pollan. 

At the clinic, a multidisciplinary team will screen, assess, treat and 
provide referrals for patients who continue to experience negative 
health effects from COVID-19, said Pollan. 

The team includes representatives from pulmonary and critical care 
medicine, physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, 
respiratory therapy, dietary, behavioral health and clinical research. 

Leading the team will be Dr. Megan Devine, who is board certified 
in pulmonary and critical care medicine; Dr. Renee Hebbeler-Clark, 
who is board certified in critical care and infectious disease medicine; 
and Tara Sadler, APRN, MSN, FNP-C.

Those who have recovered from COVID-19 but continue to ex-
perience symptoms, including but not limited to the following, may 
benefit from treatment at the clinic:

Decreased exercise tolerance, including shortness of breath
Headaches, dizziness, hair loss, prolonged loss of taste or smell
Cognitive conditions including memory loss, brain fog or mental 

fatigue 
Mood disorders such as anxiety, depression or post-traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD)
The clinic also will participate in research studies designed to 

combat post COVID-19 syndrome.
 “COVID-19 has impacted our community in a number of ways. 

Thanks to COVID-19 vaccines, we are starting to see life return to 
some semblance of normal. But, that’s not the case for many who 
were infected with COVID-19,” said Megan Devine, MD. “While 
they are no longer infected by the virus, they continue to deal with the 
aftereffects, which can range from the inconvenient to debilitating. By 
opening this clinic, we hope to make it easier for patients to receive 
all the care they need post COVID-19.”

A physician referral is not required, but is encouraged. 
To make an appointment or for more information, call 903-877-

2899.

COVID Recovery 
Clinic open

in north Tyler
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BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 51015% %%
OFF OFFOFF

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

1-855-680-0576CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated profession-
ally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  
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YEAR-ROUND!

LIFETIME
WARRANTY
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!
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The Lindale ISD Board of Trustees honored the boy and girls soccer teams as well as the state journalism teams for their accomplishments during a recent school board meeting. (Courtesy Photos) 

Five Lindale High School seniors were award-
ed scholarships from the East Texas Community 
Foundation during a recent reception held at Rose 
Heights Church in Tyler, publicity officials an-
nounced.

A total of 128 scholarships were awarded by the 
ETCF.

More than 1,200 students applied for scholarships 
with $348,500 awarded across 32 counties in East 
Texas.

Lindale recipients included:
--Katie Smith, Leslie Reid Memorial Scholarship;
-- Alison Cheney, Citizens 1st Bank/Perkins 

Family Foundation State Employees’ Children’s 
Scholarship;

-- Hope Nelms, Retail Merchants Association of 
Tyler Scholarship;

-- Abby Payne, A.D. and Mary Winston Schol-
arship;

-- Savannah Petty, Jackson Huse Scholarship.
Each year, ETCF administers a variety of scholar-

ships which have been established to assist students 
with their educational pursuits.

These scholarships honor loved ones, provide for 
a specific field of study and help students achieve 
their dreams.

Five LHS students receive
Scholarships from ETCF

ARKADELPHIA, Ark. -- Adrienne Kennedy 
of Lindale was among the 364 graduates from 
the Ouachita Baptist University Class of 2021 
during commencement exercises held May 8 at 
Cliff Harris Stadium on the university campus, 
publicity officials said.

Kennedy graduated summa cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in communication sci-
ences and disorders.

School officials conferred Bachelor of Arts, 
Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Fine Arts, Bach-
elor of Music, Bachelor of Music Education and 
Associate of Arts degrees, with seven students 

receiving Ouachita’s first ever post-baccalaureate 
certificates for dietetic internship.

Dr. Ben Sells, Ouachita president, presided 
over the commencement exercises. The recog-
nized graduates featured 188 honor graduates, 
including 47 who graduated summa cum laude 
with a grade point average of 3.95 or higher, and 
25 who graduated with a 4.0 GPA; 76 graduated 
magna cum laude (3.75 GPA); and 65 who grad-
uated cum laude (3.5 GPA). University officials 
also recognized a record number of 53 graduates 
who completed Ouachita’s Carl Goodson Honors 
Program.

Lindale student graduates
with honors from Ouachita

The Smith County Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service Horticultur-
al Education Committee will be hosting 
a spring landscape seminar from 9 a.m.-
12 noon on Friday, May 28 at the Tyler 
Rose Garden Center, publicity officials 
announced.

The program is $20 and will address 
dealing with dead or damaged plants 
from the recent Big Freeze as well as 
beautiful new and proven plants to 
replace them with.  

Registration is not required, officials 
added. 

The seminar will be followed by the 
formal dedication of the newly desig-

nated Tyler Botanical Garden, located in 
the south area of the Tyler Rose Garden. 
This dedication is free and open to the 
public.

Allen Owings, retired horticulturist 
emeritus with the LSU Ag Center will 
present, “Super Trees, Super Shrubs, 
and Super Flowers,” featuring a wide 
range of Louisiana Super Plants all 
terrific performers in the East Texas 
landscape.  

Greg Grant with Texas A&M AgriL-
ife will present “Rising from the Ash-
es—What to Do with Your Landscape 
Plants After the Big Freeze.”

Owings is Professor Emeritus – Hor-

ticulture, LSU AgCenter.  Dr. Owings 
provided statewide extension service 
programming for nursery growers, 
landscapers, and garden centers, retiring 
after 26 years of service. 

He now works with nurseries in Am-
ite, La., and Baton Rouge in the areas 
of education, outreach, social media and 
new plant production.  

Dr. Owings holds degrees in plant 
science from Southeastern Louisiana 
University and horticulture from LSU.  
His PhD in horticulture is from Missis-
sippi State University.  

His awards include the achievement 
and distinguished service award from 

the Louisiana and National Agricul-
tural County Agents Associations.  Dr. 
Owings has also been recognized for 
contributions to the multi-state efforts 
of the Texas A&M Earth-Kind program.

Grant, Smith County Horticulturist 
with the Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service is author of six gardening 
books including Texas Home Landscap-
ing, Heirloom Gardening in the South, 
The Rose Rustlers, and Texas Fruit and 
Vegetable Gardening.  

He has degrees in floriculture and 
horticulture, both from Texas A&M 
University and has also worked for 
Louisiana State University and Stephen 

F. Austin State University.  
Grant has introduced a number of 

successful plants to the nursery indus-
try and was awarded the Lynn Lowery 
Memorial Award by the Native Plant So-
ciety of Texas for horticultural achieve-
ment in the field of Texas native plants.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service Horticulture Education 
Committee hosts tours, seminars, and 
workshops to promote Earth-Kind hor-
ticultural practices in Smith County.  
For more information contact 903-590-
2980 or for more information on local 
educational programming, go to smith.
agrilife.org.

Smith County Horticultural group hosts landscape seminar May 28

TJC recognizes Spring 2021
grads with multiple ceremonies

Tyler Junior College celebrated 1,207 grad-
uates for the Spring 2021 semester during 10 
small ceremonies May 10 and 11, publicity 
officials said.

The special graduations were created to 
honor the students’ achievements and allow 
then walk the stage while still maintaining 
health and safety guidelines.

TJC held the 10 ceremonies over two days 
in Wagstaff Gymnasium with limited atten-
dance at each session. Each graduate was 
allowed to bring four guests, and physical 
distancing and face coverings were required.

Graduates crossed the stage to receive 
their diplomas in the presence of TJC Pres-
ident Dr. Juan E. Mejia, Provost Dr. Deana 
Sheppard and a TJC Faculty Senate repre-
sentative. Also present at the ceremonies 
were Mitch Andrews, vice president for 
institutional advancement, who emceed the 
ceremonies; Kim Lessner, vice president 
for operations, working out logistics; Kevin 
Fowler, chief human resources officer, assist-
ing the graduates; and a limited number of 

faculty and staff.
More than 1,400 degrees and certificates 

were awarded, with 30 graduates receiving 
baccalaureate degrees -- nine in dental hy-
giene and 21 in healthcare technology and 
medical systems.

Among the graduates were four Associate 
Degree Nursing students who also received 
their Bachelor of Science Nursing from 
University of Texas at Tyler in the inaugural 
class of the concurrent enrollment program.  

More than 100 graduates were high school 
students who simultaneously received their 
high school diplomas and associate degrees 
through dual credit courses or Early College 
High School.

For Shemina Maddox, it was a special 
celebration with her son Billy, and daughter 
Brittley, as all three received TJC degrees. 
Shemina Maddox earned her Bachelor of Ap-
plied Technology in Healthcare Technology 
and Medical Systems while Brittley and Billy 
received their associate degrees.

Maddox, the first in four generations to 

graduate from college, said, “I’m at a loss 
for words; it’s unexplainable but so exciting. 
I think it’s a push for them [Brittley and Billy] 
to keep going and not give up.”

TJC Spring 2021 graduates from Lindale 
and Hideaway include:

LINDALE: Joshua Anschutz, Payton 
Arnold, Cloie Azbell, Clayton Baldwin, Deb-
orah Biggs, Autumn Browne, David Bussell, 
Ashley Calvillo, Jasmine Cooper, LaQuandri-
el Cooper, Nathaniel Cox, Katherine Crofoot, 
Holly Crumpton, Kayla Daughtry, Gerry 
Davis, Leslie Flores, Jordan Gibson, Elyssa 
Granberry, Madelyn Hardin, Zoe Henderson, 
Rachel Holmes, Hannah Holt, Tawnya Jones, 
Whitney Jones, Collin Kelbe, Gabe Lackey, 
Shelby Noah, Joshua Osinski, Francisco 
Perez, Shanita Price, Chelsea Ray, Baylee 
Riley, Samantha Rodden, Jesus Rosas, Cait-
lyn Rudd, Jasmine Taylor, Olivia Thomas, 
Samantha Thompson, Keely Tiiman, Amanda 
Vickery, Shenika Wallace, Steven Willeford, 
Timothy Winn and Mark Wright.

HIDEAWAY: Jace Phillips.

Officials with the University of Texas at Ty-
ler announced recently that 37 new members 
have been inducted into the Honor Society of 
Phi Kappa Phi, including two from Lindale 
and one from Hideaway. 

Courtney Moore and Ricky Yeager from 
Lindale and Rachel Anthony of Hideaway 
were among those inducted.

Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest 
and most selective multidisciplinary 
collegiate honor society that initiates 
approximately 30,000 members a year on 
more than 325 campuses in the U.S. and 
the Philippines. 

Phi Kappa Phi membership is invita-
tion-only and requires nomination and ap-
proval by the chapter. 

New members by hometown are: 
BULLARD – Jennifer Carlile and Erin 

Hulsman. 
CEDAR PARK – Rebecca Abrams. 
CIBOLO – Lincoln Kurt Penaloza. 
CYPRESS – Ahmed Al Bayati. 
EMORY – Cheyenne Davis. 
FORNEY – Omar Lugo. 
FRANKSTON – Skyla Weeks. 
GRAPELAND – Terressa Nelson. 
HIDEAWAY – Rachel Anthony. 
KILGORE – Erica Martinez. 
LINDALE – Courtney Moore and Ricky 

Yeager. 
LONGVIEW – Andrew Sanders. 
NACOGDOCHES – Celina Hawthorne. 
PALESTINE – Marcelina Perez. 

ROANOKE – Kevin Dore. 
RUSK – Jennifer Humphries. 
SAN ANTONIO – Hannah Sasser and 

Courtney Southwick. 
TYLER – Madeleine Beaudoin, Abigail 

Price, Melanie Rawls, Randy Sronce, Joseph 
Hall, Misty Findley, Taylor Easterling and 
Eleazar Cortes. 

WACO – Caila Wagner-Vermette. 
WHITEHOUSE – Liseth Hubbard and 

Rawda Tomoum. 
WILLS POINT – Rebekah Neiman. 
ARKANSAS – Danielle Fulton. 
FLORIDA – Aldyn Edwards. 
GEORGIA – Jacqueline Haire. 
MAINE – Khatrina Swarup. 
NORTH CAROLINA – Annika Wurm.

Lindale, Hideaway students inducted
into UT Tyler Phi Kappa Phi society
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HELP WANTED

One Call
One

Low Price
Advertise Your

Business or Event. 
Statewide
Regional

ads available.

Call
903-882-8880

for more
information

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home and family stay safe and 

comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for additional 

terms and conditions. 1-855-672-2446

GUTTER PROTECTION
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 

Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-680-0576

MEDICAL
MobileHelp, America’s Premier Mobile Medical Alert System. 

Whether You’re Home or Away. For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call Today!

1-903-844-7669

St. Luke’s Episcopal School is now hiring for the summer! 
Must be 18 with high school diploma or GED and be able to 
pass a background check. Must be dependable, flexible, and 
able to work as a team. We will provide necessary training.  
Childcare experience is a plus. Full and part time positions 

available. Come by the school to apply.

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes, HR•Linda Mayhugh, Administrator

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

2p-10p* & Dbl Wknd
*$1500 Sign on Bonus*

* C.N.A.’s  * $500 Sign on Bonus *
LVN’s

 Shift Differentials
 $1 (10p-6a)   $3 (2p-10p)   $2 (Dbl Wknd) 

– Housekeeping & Dietary Positions –

ADVERTISEMENT AND INVITATION FOR BIDS
The City of Lindale will receive bids for Sanitary Sewer Collection System 
Improvements, TDA Contract #7220269, until 2:00 PM, on Friday June 4th, 
2021, at City Hall, 105 Ballard Drive, Lindale, Texas 75771, at which time 
the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.

Bids are invited upon the several items and quantities of work as follows: 
Furnish all labor, tools, equipment, material, supervision, insurance and 
any other requisite necessary for the installation/reconstruction of 1,579 
linear feet of 8-inch diameter and 514 linear feet of 10-inch diameter ASTM 
D 2241 SDR26 PVC sanitary sewer lines, with the reconstruction of six (6) 
existing manholes, and required pavement repair to replace aging and de-
teriorating infrastructure.  The existing manholes scheduled for repair are 
either old brick manholes or are deteriorated and in need of reconstruction.  
Service connections encountered during construction are to be replaced 
to the Right-of-way line.  All anticipated system improvements are located 
within exiting City of Lindale right-of-way.

All quantities are estimated and subject to change.  

Bid Documents may be obtained at no cost on Dropbox through The C.T. 
Brannon Corporation, Tyler TX, (903) 597-2122.  Email request to Debbie 
at spears@brannoncorp.com.

The lobbying certification must be submitted with the bid packet to be con-
sidered complete and responsive.

A bid bond in the amount of 5 percent of the bid issued by an acceptable 
surety shall be submitted with each bid [for those contracts that exceed 
$100,000]. A certified check or bank draft payable to the (Grant Recipient’s 
name) or negotiable U.S. Government Bonds (as par value) may be sub-
mitted in lieu of the Bid Bond.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the federally determined 
prevailing (Davis-Bacon and Related Acts) wage rate, as issued by the 
Texas Department of Agriculture Office of Rural Affairs and contained in the 
contract documents, must be paid on this project. In addition, the success-
ful bidder must ensure that employees and applicants for employment are 
not discriminated against because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual iden-
tity, gender identity, or national origin. 

Funding for this project is covered under Section 3 of the Housing and Ur-
ban Development Act of 1968. All eligible bidders must comply with Section 
3 requirements in regards to meeting or exceeding the required objectives 
for both hiring and subcontracting. In accordance with these objectives, 
contractors are required to direct their newly created employment and/or 
subcontracting opportunities to Section 3 Residents and Business Con-
cerns.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids or to waive any infor-
malities in the bidding. 
The City of Lindale is an equal opportunity employer.

Bids may be held by the City for a period not to exceed 30 days from the 
date of the bid opening for the purpose of reviewing bids and investigating 
the bidder’s qualifications prior to the contract award.

In order to assure that all potential bidders receive any corrections or ad-
dendums to the specifications, an official "Bidder's List" will be maintained 
in the Engineer's office for the project.  Any notices of changes in the speci-
fications will be sent to those on the "Bidder's List" and the Engineer will 
not be held responsible for those not on the list.

All contractors/subcontractors who’s System for Award Management (SAM.
gov) registration is not active or that are debarred, suspended or otherwise 
excluded from or ineligible for participation on federal assistance programs 
may not undertake any activity in part or in full under this project.

TexSCAN Week of 
May 16-22, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

EMPLOYMENT
Sun.-Thurs. night 8-10:30 p.m. $20-25+ /HR to start. 
Call/text 512-815-8497 to apply. Gghiring.info

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

REAL ESTATE
How much is your home worth? It may be worth 
more than you think. Free Valuation of your home 
281-513-2476. www.brittimesrealty.com/home-value.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

 TWO Divide & Conquer Sales (SAME Dates)
Thurs., May 20 ~ 7:00-5:30      Fri., May 21 ~ 8:00-5:30

Sat., May 22 ~ 8:00-2:00
Sale #1 – Moving Sale for Jean & Tom Smith

5000 Richmond Rd ~ Tyler, TX 75703
Outside S. Loop 323 and off S. Broadway, travel

2 blocks west on Rice Rd. Turn right on Richmond Rd.
This 2860 sq. ft. house has sold. The following contents /consignments must go: clawfoot round din. table 

& 6 chairs; din. table & 4 chairs; curved back formal chairs; antq marble top table; barley twist fire screen; antq 
mirrors; antq cabinet; large curio cabinets; Asian items; rugs; pool table; king bed; dresser; nightstands; side 

tables; books; Fostoria; glassware; barware; 2 bentwood bar stools; Nat. Amer. art; sew. machines; HP DesignJet 
printer; VARIDESK; roll top desk; desk armoire; file cab; office chairs; costumes; smocked baby dresses; cra-

dles; toys; glass art; holiday selections; linens; clothes, shoes, purses; cost. jewelry; treadmill; baker’s rack; yard 
art; birdhouses; concrete lions; patio service cart; patio furn.; stain glass; yard & hand tools; car ramps; wheel-
barrow; rolling toolbox; utility carts; Raleigh bicycle; bike wheels; shop vac; light bar; lawn mower; tile cutter; 
work bench; Delta grinder; drill press; air cond. gauge; air compressor; shortwave receiver; sooooo much more!  

Pictures:  DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com

Sale #2 – Estate Sale for Martha (Mrs. Joe) Blalock
4819 Barclay ~ Tyler, TX 75703

(Only few blocks away from Sale #1.)  Outside S. Loop 323 & off S. Broadway, 
travel 4 blocks west on Rice Rd. Turn right on Hallye Ln. Turn first left - Barclay.
This 2559 sq. ft. house has sold. The following contents /consignments must go: 3 din. tables; 2 china cab.; china; 
Christmas china; crystal; sofa table; 2 sofas; recliners; occas. chairs; side tables; queen & full beds; nightstands; 

chests of drawers; mirrors; sm. appliances; much Desert Rose pottery; Jardins du Monde plates; cake plates; punch 
bowls & cups; rugs; vintage linens; secretary; other desks; framed art; lamps; oil lamps; chandeliers; artif. arrange-

ments; linens; cookbooks; cookware; sew. machine & notions; serger; can. jars; clothes, shoes, purses; costume 
jewelry; holiday selections; toys; movies; CD’s; refrigerator; wash. & dry.; TV stand; TV; monitor; electronics; CB 

radio; ladder; fold. chairs; patio furn.; wheelchairs; golf clubs; fish. lures; sooooo much more!!!
Pictures:  DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com 

Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX.

Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, cleanMVR.

DRIVEN TO BE THE BEST
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes!

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com

or call 574-642-2023
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Youngsters of all ages came dressed in full cowboy re-
galia at the Patterson Ram Lindale Championship Rodeo, 
presented by the Lindale Area Chamber of Commerce at 
Crossbrand Cowboy Church arena.

Photo by Terry Cannon

Reception set 
for library’s 

Carrie Custer
A reception for Carrie Custer, 

librarian for the Lillie Russell 
Memorial Library in Lindale, is 
scheduled for 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Friday, May 28 at the Library, 
officials announced.

Custer, who has been librari-
an for 18 years, is relocating to 
California.

The come-and-go reception 
will be held in the community 
room at the library.

Kids and teens preparing to attend summer camps and any summer-
time activities that require proof of COVID vaccination can begin their 
two-dose Pfizer vaccine series soon, said officials with NET Health.

The NET Health COVID vaccine clinics are scheduled for Harvey 
Hall Convention Center in Tyler and at any of the other NET Health 
COVID vaccination clinics being operated in multiple East Texas 
cities. 

NET Health now offers the two-dose Pfizer vaccine and the one-
dose Johnson and Johnson vaccine on each day of our COVID vaccine 
clinics being held at the Harvey Hall Convention Center, Tuesdays 
through Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 “Parents who bring their children to receive the Pfizer vaccine are 
asked to first make an appointment by visiting NETHealthCOVID19.
org and selecting the “Get Vaccinated” link,” said George Roberts, 
NET Health CEO. “On this webpage, you can select an available 
appointment time for you and for your children to receive a COVID 
vaccine.” 

There are no fees or costs associated with the vaccine, Roberts said.
“Anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by their parent 

or guardian when coming to any of our NET Health COVID vacci-
nation clinics,” he said. 

If a child has health insurance such as Medicaid or is listed as a 
dependent on their parent’s health insurance, parents are asked to 
bring the health insurance card on the day of the vaccine appointment. 

Persons over the age of 18 can receive the one-dose J & J vaccine 
or the two-dose Pfizer vaccine while eligibility to receive the two-dose 
Pfizer vaccine is expanded to anyone over the age of 12.   

NET Health’s COVID vaccine clinics in Winnsboro, in Canton, 
and in Palestine will provide the one dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
and the two-dose Pfizer vaccine. 

COVID vaccine clinics will be made available in the following 
East Texas cities:  

-- Coffee City Community Center, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., May 21;
-- Wills Point Chamber of Commerce, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., May 21;
-- Texas College, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., May 22 (first dose and Johnson 

and Johnson)

NET Health announces 
COVID shots for teens

Cody Johnson, 
a 2013 graduate 
of Lindale High 
School and cur-
rently a third-
year law student 
at the University 
of Texas at Aus-
tin, along with 
teammate Sarah 
Propst recently 
won top honors 
at the American 
Intellectual Property Law Asso-
ciation’s 2020-21 National Giles 
S. Rich Moot Court Competition, 
publicity officials said.

Johnson is the son of Jon and 
Kim Johnson and brother of Mat-
thew Johnson.

The team won one of the five 
regional competitions and then 
beat out nine other regional cham-
pions and runners-up to take the 
national honors. 

The Giles S. Rich Moot Court 
Competition is the oldest and 
most prestigious moot court com-
petition in the field of intellectual 
property and the only national 
competition specifically directed 
to the area of patent law. The 
competition is divided into five 
regional competitions followed 
by a national competition among 
the top two teams from each re-

Lindale High School grad
wins Law Association

gion.
All 2020-

21 competi-
t i o n s  w e r e 
held online. 
The national 
rounds were 
h e l d  o v e r 
three days, 
April 14-16, 
2021.

“The entire 
competition 

was done remotely, which was a 
real challenge but a great learning 
experience for how lawyering 
will probably be done in the next 
few years,” said Propst.

The team captured screenshots 
of the panel in the final round. “I 
look way too serious for a person 
that just won in the finals,” said 
Johnson.

A three-judge panel of the 
United States Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit (consisting 
of Judges Timothy Dyk, Kathleen 
O’Malley, and Kara Stoll) an-
nounced the winners on April 16. 

The Giles Sutherland Rich Me-
morial Moot Court competition 
is named for the late Honorable 
Giles Sutherland Rich, Circuit 
Judge of the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. 
The competition is an annual 
inter-law school event sponsored 
by the American Intellectual 
Property Law Association.

PROPST        JOHNSON

Smith County Sheriff’s 
Office investigating 

shooting near Lindale
Smith County Sheriff’s Office 

deputies are continuing their in-
vestigation into a double shooting 
-- which resulted in one fatality 
-- and took place early Monday 
afternoon (May 17) just north 
of Lindale, spokesman Larry 
Christian said.

According to Christian, George 
Herndon, 44, shot his wife with a 
small caliber handgun then shot 
himself in the head. His wife, 
whose name is being withheld 
pending notification of next of 
kin, is in serious but stable con-
dition in a Tyler hospital.

At approximately 12:45 p.m. 
Monday, deputies responded to a 
report of gunshot victims in the 
18500 block of U.S. Highway 69 
north, Christian said. 

Prior to their arrival, deputies 
were informed there were possi-
bly two victims. Upon arrival at 
the residence, deputies found a 
male and female suffering from 
gunshot wounds. The male was 
deceased and the female was 
transported to UT Health Tyler. 

Sheriff’s office investigators 
and the county’s Crime Scene 
Unit have been working the scene 
since Monday.
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Honor a Senior 2021Honor a Senior 2021
in the May 27 Edition  

of the Lindale News & Times 
Deadline for information, photos and

payment is Monday, May 24
Graduation is May 28, 2021

Please send finished ads or digital photo(s) and short message with
this form to classifieds@lindalenews-times.com by May 24.

Payment must be included with form or done by phone with a credit card. 
Contact Mary Vandiver  at 903-882-8880 for more information or to pay by phone. 
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 Send payment to: 
 Lindale News & Times 
 PO Box 1559, Lindale, TX 75771 
 or call 903-882-8880 

Send digital information by Tuesday, May 24 to: 
classifieds@lindalenews-times.com

Parents, Grandparents & Lindale Community:

Gov. says no public schools or government entities will be allowed to require masks
Gov. Greg Abbott announced Tuesday that public schools can no 

longer require masks on their campuses starting June 5. The decision 
was part of a new executive order that bans governmental entities in 
Texas — like cities and counties — from mandating masks in the fight 
against the coronavirus pandemic.

Starting Friday, any government entity that tries to impose a mask 
mandate can face a fine of up to $1,000, according to the order. The 
order exempts state-supported living centers, government-owned or -op-
erated hospitals, Texas Department of Criminal Justice facilities, Texas 
Juvenile Justice Department facilities, and county and municipal jails.

The order is arguably the most consequential for public schools. 
After Abbott ended the statewide mask requirement in early March, 
school systems were allowed to continue with their own mask-wearing 
policies unchanged. But after June 4, “no student, teacher, parent, or 
other staff member or visitor may be required to wear a face covering,” 
according to Abbott’s new order.

While 30% of Texans have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19, 
the vast majority of children are unvaccinated. The Pfizer vaccine was 
authorized last week for children as young as 12. The Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson vaccines are still only authorized for those 18 and 
older. School-age children have seen lower infection rates than other 

age groups. COVID-19 cases among those 5-17 years old make up 
10% of total cases in the country, according to the latest CDC data.

Last week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said fully 
vaccinated people no longer have to wear masks outdoors in crowds 
and in most indoor places.

The Texas State Teachers Association called Abbott’s latest move 
premature. In a statement, the head of the association, Ovidia Molina, 
said Abbott should have waited until the CDC issued updated guidance 
on masks for the 2021-22 school year. Molina acknowledged that some 
Texas school districts have already ended their mask requirements but 
said the association believes “that also is ill-advised.”

“The health and safety of our students, educators and communities 
must remain our first priority as we attempt to emerge from this pan-
demic,” Molina said.

Abbott’s new rules will take effect as the school year is winding 
down for most students — or already over. The last day of classes 
for the state’s biggest school district, Houston ISD, is June 11, while 
May 27 is the last day for some students in the state’s second biggest 
district, Dallas ISD.

The Texas American Federation of Teachers was also critical of 
Abbott’s decision, calling it “unconscionable” given that a vaccine is 

not yet available for kids under 12 years old. Even if the normal school 
year is coming to a close, both TSTA and Texas AFT noted Abbott’s 
order will impact students who attend in-person summer school.

Austin ISD Superintendent Stephanie Elizalde said the district will 
continue to ask everyone on their campuses to wear masks through 
June 4. After that, she noted, “there is nothing in the Governor’s order 
that forbids people from wearing masks. It only means we cannot 
require them.”

The governor’s most recent order comes roughly two and a half 
months after Abbott lifted the statewide mask mandate. In that order, 
he said “no person may be required by any jurisdiction” to wear a 
mask. Now, he is saying a specific type of jurisdiction — governmental 
entities — can face a penalty for mandating masks.

Despite dire warnings about the potential impact of that decision, key 
pandemic metrics in Texas have not spiked since then and have gone 
down in most cases. On Sunday, the state health department had its first 
day in over a year without reporting a COVID-19 death.

“The Lone Star State continues to defeat COVID-19 through the 
use of widely-available vaccines, antibody therapeutic drugs, and safe 
practices utilized by Texans in our communities,” Abbott said in a 
statement on his latest order. 
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