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SMITH COUNTY
Arp 1.500% $15,484.66 $14,070.25 10.05% $70,874.69 $55,990.69 26.58%
Bullard 1.500% $48,345.64 $40,175.26 20.33% $227,748.14 $194,349.64 17.18%
Lindale 1.500% $248,727.85 $223,984.03 11.04% $1,174,807.20 $1,048,909.64 12.00%
New Chapel Hill 1.000% $1,279.74 $1,123.32 13.92% $5,781.18 $5,022.50 15.10%
Noonday 1.000% $13,695.10 $12,456.43 9.94% $64,664.31 $49,790.75 29.87%
Troup 1.500% $37,173.58 $29,650.33 25.37% $177,726.53 $139,569.94 27.33%
Tyler 1.500% $3,141,646.81 $3,293,806.11 -4.61% $15,651,576.73 $15,043,130.98 4.04%
Whitehouse 1.500% $75,059.06 $71,570.84 4.87% $360,572.55 $315,394.16 14.32%
Winona 1.250% $13,532.04 $10,110.28 33.84% $59,744.48 $47,910.63 24.69%ning 

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, counties, 
transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $677.3 million in local sales tax 
allocations for April, 3.5 percent less than in April 2020. 

These allocations are based on sales made in February by businesses that report 
tax monthly. 

Lindale’s sales tax revenue had a healthy increase of 11.04-percent - $248,727.85 
compared to $223,984.03 last year. And for the year, Lindale is exceeding prior 
yearly totals by 12-percent - $1,174,807.20 compared to $1,048,909.64.

Arp posted a 10.05-percent increase this go around among Smith County cities, 
while Whitehouse was up only 4.87-percent and Winona was up by double digits 
- 33.84-percent. Tyler was down slightly 4.16-percent.

Troup was up 25.37-percent and Bullard was up 20.33-percent.

Latest Lindale local sales tax revenue up 11.04%
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Are They in Good Hands?
We can help you with that answer.

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 8

Lindale man gets 
30 years for murder

LONGVIEW -- A Gregg County district judge sentenced a Lindale 
man to 30 years in prison in connection with the December, 2019 
death of Ladarius Bell, one of his accomplices in an armed robbery 
which occurred on April 9, officials said.

Jared Freelen, 25, is still being held in the 
Gregg County Jail on a first-degree felony mur-
der charge and an assault causing bodily injury 
charge with a bond of $252,500.

Freelen pleaded guilty to the murder charge, 
which was enhanced because of previous felony 
conviction. 

District Judge Scott Novy sentenced Freelen 
during a hearing in the 188th Judicial District 
Court.

Freelen also received credit for the time he has already served.
Freelen’s murder conviction stems from a Dec. 15, 2019 incident 

that occurred in Longview.
Kristie Brian, a spokeswoman for the Longview Police Department, 

said that Freelen, Bell, and Hannah McCartney went to a location and 
tried to rob a person.

An arrest warrant shows the robbery victim had “procured the ser-
vices of prostitution” from McCartney, and that when she got there, 
she, Bell, and Freelen committed armed robbery.

The victim reportedly pulled a gun and fired several rounds and 
Bell was struck fatally.

“They fled the scene and seeing how injured one of their accom-
plices was, they threw him out on the side of the road,” Brian said.

Bell’s body was found on the side of FM 2089 in Smith County. 
He had suffered a gunshot wound, and he had been dragged out of 
the vehicle and left on the side of the road.

“She did not assist this person that she knew was injured,” Brian 
said.

McCartney’s arrest warrant alleges she and Freelen fled, knowing 
that Bell had been shot in the head and that neither of them called for 
any medical assistance, leaving him where he was found.

McCartney was arrested in Dallas County and brought back to 
Gregg County. She was indicted on a murder charge on Feb. 27, 2020, 
and her trial has been scheduled to start on May 17.

Gregg County Sheriff’s Office deputies obtained a warrant for 
Freelen and arrested him on March 25, 2020.

Lindale City Council members were “open’’ for business again and 
covered a range of items from a lengthy agenda at city hall on April 6.

This was the second meeting held in the council chambers since Gov. 
Greg Abbott’s order rescinding restrictions because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Among the 19 agenda items, the one garnering the most discussion 
revolved around traffic flow, growth patterns, speed limits and sidewalks 
in the downtown area, specifically in The Cannery.

Mayor Jeff Daugherty said he has received numerous comments and 
complaints from citizens concerning the ignoring of speed limits in the 
area.

“There has been a good deal of public concern because it appears no 
one is obeying the speed limits,’’ he said, adding that the 20 mph signs 
are posted in clear view on the streets. “In the future, we’re going to 
have a lot of foot traffic and kids traffic and right now, it seems as if it’s 
a racetrack down there.’’

Lindale Police Chief Dan Somes was on hand at the meeting and fielded 
questions from the council concerning what could be done differently 
to make the area safer.

Somes said that crosswalks have helped and he has ordered more 
speed limit signs for the area.

Council member Bryan Summerville noted that the flashing lights on 
the signs seem to alleviate some of the danger, while council woman 

Council handles lengthy agenda during “open’’ session
Yvette Martin suggested the use of speed bumps to slow traffic.

Somes noted that if speed bumps were used then “it kind of sets a 
precedent for other neighborhoods and we’d be asked to put them there 
as well.’’

The chief added that his department is committed to further enforce-
ment in the area.

In other action, the council:
l Heard a review from Somes concerning his department’s annual 

contact report. The chief said there were 3,422 traffic stops this past year, 
1,200 less than the year before, which he said, was due to the pandemic.

l Agreed to amend the city budget to accommodate hotel/motel fund-
ing for the Vintage Market Days scheduled for May 20-22 at Picker’s 
Pavilion.

“The hotel/motel money (for the city) is strong,’’ said City Manager 
Carolyn Caldwell. “I feel good about (amending the budget).’’

l Approved a service agreement and called for a public hearing on 
April 20 for the voluntary annexation requested by Cody Leifer and 
Jason Burroughs of Crow Towing Services. 

l Approved a service agreement and called for a public hearing on 
April 20 for the voluntary annexation requested by the Holy Family 
Catholic Church.

l Approved executing the release of lien on The Cannery property, 

Lindale Police Chief Dan Somes addresses the city council 
during its meeting last week in city hall. The Chief dis-
cussed his department’s annual contact report.
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By Terry Cannon
Editor

Officials and members of the Lin-
dale Area Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated another year of growth 
Monday night during the organiza-
tion’s 37th annual membership banquet 
and auction at a packed Texas Rose 
Horse Park arena.

Leading citizens, educators, city 
workers and top students were among 
many honored during the event, which 
included remarks from LACC Presi-
dent and CEO Shelbie Glover.

Local Walmart store director Don 
Hines was presented with the Citizen 
of the Year award while Jerry Terry 
of Smith County Lumber was the 
recipient of the Lindale Rotary Club’s 
Merchant of the Year Award.

Lindale ISD Superintendent Stan 
Surratt presented Donna Chambers 
with the Teacher of the Year Award 
while Lindale High School Principal 
Jeremy Chilek honored Rebecca 
Beard and Jaret Allen as Students of 
the Year.

Isela Garcia was presented the city 
of Lindale’s Employee of the Year 
plaque and Nancy Smith was honored 
with the Chairman’s Award by outgo-
ing LACC Chairman Charlene Burton.

Glover noted that despite an un-
precedented pandemic and a once-in-
a-lifetime winter storm that crippled 
businesses and cities across Texas, 
Lindale continued to prosper, mainly 
due to the dedication of its business 
community and city leaders.

LACC celebrates another year of growth 

Don Hines accepted the Citizen of the Year Award from LACC President and 
CEO Shelbie Glover during the LACC’s 37th annual membership banquet and 
auction Monday night at the Texas Rose Horse Park.  
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OPINION/EDITORIALOPINION/EDITORIAL

Even before the pandemic, 
Texas schools faced daunting 
challenges. About 88% of stu-
dents were economically disad-

vantaged. Two 
ethnic groups 
that comprised 
a b o u t  t w o -
thirds of en-
rollment (and 
rapidly grow-
ing) held less 
than 8% of the 
state’s wealth. 

Many districts had massive in-

Show Us The Money
frastructure deficiencies, while 
others struggled to keep pace 
with explosive growth. As if that 
weren’t enough, Texas ranked 
41st nationally in spending per 
student.

Then came COVID! Recent 
studies estimate the learning loss 
over the past year to be five to 
nine months on average, with 
more than 10% of students com-
pletely disengaged. These losses 
came despite Herculean efforts by 
districts and heroic professionals 
throughout the state to respond 
quickly and to cope with a rapid-
ly unfolding crisis never before 
imagined.

Overcoming this massive defi-
cit and building the workforce that 
is absolutely essential to future 
prosperity and competitiveness 
requires urgent and immediate ac-

tion. It also requires money – for 
extended days and hours, teacher 
training, technology, broadband, 
tutoring, outreach, equipment, 
ventilation, materials, revamping 
spaces, personnel, interventions, 
supplemental learning opportu-
nities, and even nutrition for a 
substantial portion of students 
and their families (an absolutely 
essential ingredient for success).

The original CARES Act pro-
vided substantial funding to 
support schools in these efforts. 
While some of these funds that 
came to Texas ended up in local 
districts, the Comptroller has 
acknowledged that much of 
the money was used to offset 
other outlays. In other words, it 
supplanted, rather than supple-
mented, existing public school 
resources.

The two recent stimulus mea-
sures both acknowledged the 
seriousness of the situation and 
provided extensive payments to 
aid in restoring the education 
system. Texas is receiving about 
$17.9 billion in total, about 90% 
of which is expected to go to local 
schools. Many states have already 
distributed the funds, and insti-
tutions around the country are 
rapidly implementing innovative 
initiatives to address their unique 
needs. Flexibility is essential. 
The federal programs allow the 
money to be spent over three 
years, a practical recognition of 
the effort required to fully address 
the enormity of the task at hand.

As of the time that I am writing, 
Texas is well into the biennial 
budget cycle but has not yet re-
leased the funds or even created 
a mechanism to assure that they 
will be provided without any 
diversions. The needs of areas 
across the vast and diverse ex-
panse that is Texas vary markedly, 
and districts need the resources 
expeditiously to sustain the re-
building and enhancements that 
must occur.

Texas schools are the lifeblood 
of our communities and the linch-
pin to our destiny. They should 
receive these funds without any 
unnecessary delays, restrictions, 
drama, or shenanigans.

Show us the money! The kids 
of Texas deserve it, and the for-
tunes of Texas demand it. 

Stay safe!

Suzanne Suzanne 
BardwellBardwell

By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST

Gary Borders Gary Borders 
Capital Capital 

HighlightsHighlights

…when my name is called
Journalism gets a bad rap. Especially print. There have been, and 

are, times when even your hometown newspaper folks take a few 
hard raps on their ink-stained fingers. Sometimes a justified lick, 
sometimes just an angry one.

My lifelong journalist hubby and I just got back from a joint conven-
tion of the North & East Texas Press and West Texas Press associations. 
Jim was one of the session speakers. His topic was “Journalism that 
Matters”. The discussion included stories from community journalists 
about how the small-town, and a few larger newspapers, had worked 
to save museums, libraries, community food ministries, support local 
school district needs and shine light in often, artificially and strictly 
controlled dark corners of city, county and state government.

I know many of you have a righteously critical opinion where the 
24-hour news cycle is concerned and especially about ‘talking heads’ 
who use controversy to spark ratings and sell advertising, or maybe 
just to make a name for themselves. I get it. I really do. But most of 
what you see on the 24-hour news programs is NOT news. It is com-
mentary. That means opinion. Which is fine if it is clearly understood 
to be opinion. That is where you come in. YOU, the viewer and reader, 
need to understand the difference and know when you are being ma-
nipulated for profit or politics or ego. That requires discernment and 
thoughtful consumption of news labeled sources. But journalism, at 
the local level is so much more.

One of Jim’s responsibilities at the convention was to give a me-
morial report on the people in our regions who we lost to death this 
past year. As my sweet husband’s voice read the long list of names, 
and occasionally broke over a particularly dear friend, I thought about 
the work these people gave their lives to. The high school sports they 
had covered, the unpopular, but needed changes they had helped spark 
in their communities. Their lifelong dedication to their hometowns.

And, I thought about the void their deaths would leave. In many of 
our communities small newspapers, and even larger ones, are being 
closed or gobbled up by corporations which then eliminate offices, 
local reporting and close interaction with the community.

Most of our small town papers cover city council, school board and 
county government where your taxes are at work or wasted. Some of 
us pay to broadcast city council meetings at our own expense with no 
underwriting advertising just because we want to make sure taxpayers 
are informed. We pay videographers, photographers and writers to 
cover events, school sports and more. More often than not, it is the 

aging owners of these small community papers doing the bulk of the 
work themselves. And trust me, it isn’t for the money or the glory. 
It is a calling.

Despite what you may have been led to believe, a free press is 
absolutely necessary for a healthy democracy. The press is one of the 
first things that autocrats from the left and the right attack and discredit 
so that their message is the only one heard. Have you considered the 
importance of hearing and reading perspectives and opinions different 
from your own? Democracies survive and thrive when different sides 
of the political aisle have to work together to compromise.

And if you are holding the Constitution, as we do in our ink-stained 
hands, as your political bible, I would like to point out that Journalism 
is the ONLY privately owned business specifically protected by the 
Founding Fathers. Men who hotly debated political perspectives and 
came from different sides of early political American aisles. You can 
find what are considered Americans’ most sacred rights protected in 
the First Amendment: freedom of speech, freedom of religion, free-
dom of the press, the right to assemble and petition the government. 

If you would like to help continue the life of community journalism 
and protect rights and taxpayer interests there are a few things you can 
do. First is to subscribe and read your hometown newspaper. Second, 
give gift subscriptions and introduce new readers, family members 
and neighbors to the historical oracle of your hometown. If you need 
a reason, try because if these doors close your stories don’t cease to 
be important, they cease to be told. And the light? Well, it gets a lot 
dimmer in the corners, and that may matter a very great deal.

Some day my name and Jim’s will be read from that memorial list 
as well. When that time comes I pray that what we have left behind 
for you is a legacy that has made a difference. But I also pray that our 
newspapers continue to cover and tell the stories that readers NEED 
to know and not just what they want to know. There is a difference 
and that difference is what will makes this little corner of the world 
a better place. 

 Abbott: No government mandated 
vaccine passports in Texas

Gov. Greg Abbott issued an executive order last week banning 
state agencies, cities or counties from creating a “vaccine passport” 
requirement.

In addition, organizations that receive public funds are prohibited 
from requiring consumers to prove they have received the COVID-19 
vaccine. That includes businesses that receive money from the state 
in return for providing goods and services.

However, nursing homes and other long-term care facilities can still 
require that their residents are vaccinated under his order.

“Every day, Texans are returning to normal life as more people get 
the safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine. But, as I’ve said all along, 
these vaccines are always voluntary and never forced,” Abbott said.

Vaccines continue steady rise across state
As of Sunday, just more than 9 million Texans have received at 

least one dose of a  COVID-19 vaccine, and 5.46 million are fully 
vaccinated, according to the Texas Department of State Health Ser-
vices. DSHS urges those who have not been vaccinated to go to the 
state’s Texas Public Health Vaccine Scheduler, which can be found 
at getthevaccine.dshs.texas.gov.

COVID-19 cases rise, but deaths drop
The number of new COVID-19 cases in Texas rose to 24,333 last 

week, up more than 2,500 from the previous week, according to the 
Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center.

The number of deaths decreased to 512, down nearly 20 percent 
from the previous week. At its peak in January, the state recorded more 
than four-fold the number of deaths with 2,311 recorded in a single 
week. At this point, nearly 50,000 Texans have died from COVID-19.

The number of lab-confirmed COVID-19 patients hospitalized 
stayed steady at 2,804, according to DSHS.

Contempt order against salon owner tossed out
The Texas State Supreme Court on Friday threw out a contempt 

order against a Dallas salon owner who refused to close last year when 
all non-essential businesses were ordered.

Shelley Luther tore up a cease-and-desist order from Dallas County 
and was fined $7,000 and sentenced to a week in jail. The high court 
ruled unanimously that the restraining order was too vague, and that 
the contempt of court decree issued by a district judge should be 
voided as well.

Luther’s defiance sparked national coverage, prompting Abbott to 
reverse part of his order that called for jail time for business owners 
who did not shut down last year after the pandemic outbreak.

Luther ran as a Republican for state Senate last year, losing in a 
December runoff to Drew Springer, R-Muenster.

Paxton drawing potential high-profile opponents
Two candidates with famous surnames are planning to run against 

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton in 2022, according to several 
media outlets.

Paxton, under indictment since 2015 on securities fraud charges, 
is also battling a whistleblower lawsuit filed by former employees 
accusing him of bribery and improper dealings with an Austin inves-
tor. He denies wrongdoing in both cases. Democrat Joe Jaworski, a 
former Galveston mayor and a grandson of Watergate prosecutor Leon 
Jaworski, announced his plans to run last summer. And last week, 
George P. Bush, state land commissioner and grandson of President 
George H.W. Bush, said he is considering running.

Lindale High School Principal Jeremy Chilek awarded Jar-
et Allen, left and Rebecca Beard with Student of the Year 
Awards at the LACC’s annual membership banquet and 
auction Monday night.         Photo by Terry Cannon



Do you remember when you 
were a kid bein’ asked, “What 
do you want to be when you 
grow up?” 

Now, they just ask me, “When 
are you going to grow up?”  

Well, I have news for you; I’m 
too old to grow up.  Anywho, I 
like myself just the way I am.

Back when I was a kid, I really 
didn’t have any trouble knowin’ 
what I wanted to be when I grew 
up.  What I wanted to be was 
whatever I had watched on TV 
the night before.  

One day I might want to be 
a cowboy, and the next I might 
want to be a circus performer.  I 
can remember watchin’ boxin’ 
on TV and the next mornin’ I left 
the house with boxin’ gloves on 
my hands, boxer shorts on, and a 
old house coat Mom bought me 
one of the times I had been in the 
hospital.  

Some of those times I had been 
in the hospital were because of a 
profession I had seen on TV.  A 
cowboy jumpin’ out of a tree onto 
the back of their horse isn’t quite 
as fun as it looks on TV.  Plus, 
horses don’t like it.  

The only time my future em-
ployment looked bleak was when 
there wasn’t anything on TV.  If 
that happened, then the next day I 
was a wreck.  How was I goin’ to 
support my future family?  

This family, by the way, con-
sisted of Elly Mae Clampit, Rin 
Tin Tin and Cheeta.  Anywho, 
here’s what happened once.

“Well, what are you gonna be 
today?” asked my cousin Coy.

“I don’t know,” I replied.  
“There wudn’t nothin’ on TV 
last night.”

“So, what are we playin’ today 
then?

“I don’t know.”
“I know,” said Little Rusty.  

“Let’s play Tarzan.”
“We can’t play Tarzan,” I said.  

“He don’t come on ‘til Saturday.”
“Well, let’s think of somethin,” 

said Coy.  
“Man,” I said, “I wish I could 

think of a real job.  You know, 
one where you don’t have to work 
real hard, and you don’t have to 
spend a lot of time doin’ stuff, but 
you still get paid.”

“There ain’t no jobs like that,” 
said Coy.

“My preacher’s got one,” said 
Little Rusty.

“What?”
“Yeah, he don’t do nothin’ 

except on Sunday mornin’ and 
on Sunday night, and then it’s 
just for an hour, unless he gets 
wound up.”

“That’s the dumbest thing I 
ever heard,” said Coy.

“Hold it,” I said.  “That’s not 
really too bad of an idea.”

“Yes it is,” said Coy.  “Little 
Rusty’s church dudn’t even got 
a piano in it.”

“What’s that got to do with 
anything?”

“I don’t know, but a church is 
supposed to have a piano.”

“I know,” I said.  “I’ll call my 
preacher up and ask him about it.  
He’s really smart and we’ve got 
a piano in our church.”

We ran into Coy’s house and 
got the phone book up and I 
looked up Bro. Herbert’s phone 
number and dialed it.

“Hello?” he answered.
“Bro. Herbert?” I asked.
“Speaking,” he said.
“This here is Rusty Mitchum.”
“Oh Lord help me,” he said.
I looked over at Coy and Little 

Rusty.  “Bow your heads.  He’s 
prayin’.”  Coy snatched the cap 
off of Little Rusty’s head.

“Hey,” said Little Rusty.
“You ain’t supposed to have a 

hat on when you’re prayin’.”
“Who said?”
“People who go to a church 

that’s got a piano,” Coy replied.
“What is it you want this time,” 

Bro. Herbert sighed.
“I didn’t hear you say Amen,” 

I said to him.
“Amen?”
“Amen,” I said, and Coy and 

Little Rusty said Amen, too.  Bro. 
Herbert sighed again.

“How much money do you 
make?” I asked him.

“Pardon me?”
“What’d you do?” I asked.
“What’d he do?” asked Little 

Rusty.
“I don’t know,” I said.  “He 

said pardon me, so he must have 
pooted or somethin’.”

“You’re pardoned,” I said to 
Bro. Herbert.  “Now how much 
money do you make?”

“Why do you ask?” Bro. Her-
bert asked.

“Cause I’m thinkin’ about be-
comin’ a preacher,” I said.

Bro. Herbert started coughin’.  
I mean he was havin’ a coughin’ 
fit.

“What’d he say?” asked Coy.

“Nothin’ yet,” I replied.  “He 
started coughin’.”

“I bet he smelled that poot,” 
said Little Rusty.

About that time Bro. Her-
bert got control of himself.  He 
cleared his throat.  “So, you want 
to be a preacher.”

“Yes sir.  That is, if it pays 
pretty good.”

“I see.  Were you called?”
“Called what?”
“Were you called to be a 

preacher?”
“No, I called you.  Remem-

ber?”
I could hear what sounded like 

teeth grindin’.  “You still there?” 
I asked.

He cleared his throat again.  
“Yes Rusty.  I’m still there, uh, 
I mean here.  What I meant was; 
did the Lord call you to preach?”

“You mean He calls you?”  
Then I looked over a Coy and 
Little Rusty.  “You ain’t gonna 
believe this, but I might be gettin’ 
a call from the Lord.”  Then, I 
spoke back to Bro. Herbert.  “You 
think He knows my number?  If 
He calls now, I ain’t at home.  I’m 
up at my cousin’s house.  You 
think I otta run home?”  I hear 
another sigh.

“Rusty, He doesn’t call you on 
the phone.  He calls you in your 
heart.”

“You’re kiddin’.  How’s He 
do that?”

“Look, why do you want to be 
a preacher?” Bro. Herbert asked.

“Well, it looks like a pretty 
good deal.  You tell stories on 
Sunday mornin’ and Sunday 
night, and that’s about it.  And 
you get all that money in them 
plates they pass around.”

“I see,” he said.  “What about 
all the hospital visits preachers 
make.”

“What do they do that for?”
“To comfort the sick,” he 

replied.
“I thought that’s what nurses 

were for.”
“No, preachers help to look 

after the patients’ spiritual well 
being.”

“Do they have to do that?” I 
asked.

“Yes,” he replied.  “And what 
about all of the reading and 

studying preachers do during the 
week, preparing for the Sunday 
services.”

“You do that, too?”
“Yes.”
“Readin’ and studyin’ just like 

in school?”
“Yes.”
“Well, that ain’t no good?”
“That isn’t any good,” he 

corrected.
“Well if it ain’t no good, why 

do you do it?”
“No,” he said.  “You said, ‘that 

ain’t no’….never mind.”
“So,” I asked. “Why do you 

do it?”
“I was called,” he said.
“Oh.   Well then, if you talk to 

Him again, don’t give him my 
number, OK?”

“No problem,” he said.  “I 
know I’m going to regret this, but 
is there anything else I can help 
you with?”

“No Sir,” I said.  “That’s about 
it.  Oh yeah, I do have somethin’ 
else to ask you.”  I heard another 
sigh.

“Little Rusty’s church don’t 
got no piano.  Is he goin’ to the 
bad place?  You know which bad 
place I’m talkin’ about, don’t 
you?”

“Yes,” he sighed, yet again.  “I 
know which place you are talking 
about.  No, he is not going there 
because his church doesn’t have 
a piano.”

I looked at Little Rusty.  
“You’re in the clear.”  He stuck 
his tongue out at Coy.

“That’s all then,” I said.
“Good,” he said.  “By the way, 

I would like to speak to your 
mother Sunday at church.”

“Sure,” I said.  “But don’t 
mention about me wantin’ to be 
a preacher.  If she heard there was 
readin’ and studyin’, she might 
make me take the call, if’n He 
decided to call.”

“Brother,” he said, and he 
hung up.

“Now what?” asked Coy.
“Hmmm,” I hmmmed.  “Oh, 

I know!  We ain’t never been 
Eskimo’s.  I wonder where you 
get blubber?”
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Each week, the Lindale News and Times 
will feature a look back at some of the local events as they oc-
curred during the corresponding weeks of the past one, five and 
10 years.

---
ONE YEAR AGO, April 16, 2020

Smith County Judge Nathaniel Moran extended his “stay at 
home’’ order for all county residents to April 30 to help deal 
with the COVID-19 pandemic during the county commissioners’ 
regular meeting.

Moran’s action coincides with Gov. Greg Abbott’s order for 
state residents.

The county judge told commissioners that prior to the meeting 
he was leaning toward extending the order for the county, which 
has 88 reported cases of coronavirus and two fatalities in the 
past three weeks.

The local order is an amendment to Smith County’s “Declara-
tion of Local Disaster Due to Public Health Emergency for Smith 
County, Texas,” which was originally signed by Judge Moran 
on March 16, and ratified by the Smith County Commissioners 
Court on March 17. 

---
FIVE YEARS AGO, April 14, 2016

Lindale High School senior Annaliese Bell was selected as 
the Good Neighbor thanks to the recognition of local State Farm 
Insurance Agent R.J. Collins.

Collins’ Good Neighbor Award is presented monthly to the 
student who reflects the school’s values through a commitment to 
integrity, respect, ownership, discipline, accountability, honesty, 
responsibility and contributions to the community.

Bell is active in the Pride of Lindale Eagle Band, as well as 
the worship band for her church. She is in the LHS National 
Honor Society and participates in the high school’s Ready Set 
Teach Program. 

After graduation this May, Bell plans to attend Bethany Global 
University in Minnesota. She plans to double major in Bible 
Theology and Cultural Studies with a minor in Early Childhood 
Education.

---
10 YEARS AGO, April 14, 2011

Several players from the Lindale High School boys soccer 
team were named to the 31-4A All District team as selected by 
the league’s coaches.

Local players honored included Jared Lawson, Ryne Lawson, 
Mark Ingram, James Crews and Sam Wright were selected to the 
first team, while sophomore Riley Alvey was voted Sophomore 
of the Year. Junior Joel Ramirez, sophomore Davis Behee, junior 
Hezekiah Shipman and senior Trai Griffen were selected to the 
second team.

As one starts to stack up birth-
days – at least in my case – it 
seems harder and harder to not 
be bothered by certain things 
going on around us.

Exhibit A for today is (as it 
has been for quite a while now) 
is texting while driving, or as the 
folks at the Texas Department 
of Transportation like to call it, 
distracted driving.

Texting and/or looking at your 
cell phone while driving is so 
dangerous I just can’t under-
stand why some adults revert to 
their toddler-hood and play with 
their toys while driving.

It’s a fact of today’s society 
that cell phones have burrowed 
their way into our daily lives 
and while they are indeed handy, 
they can be misused.

Teenagers, especially, must 
have sore necks because they are 
constantly face down, checking 
heaven knows what on their cell 
phone.

Not long ago, while walking 
our pooches at a city park, I 
noticed a young man coming 
from the other direction staring 
straight down at his cell phone. 
Needless to say, he almost ran 
into us because he was oblivious 
to his surroundings. It’s hard 
to imagine how he was able to 
drive home without causing a 

wreck.
But that type of thing is all 

around us and I resent the fact 
that stubborn people – young 
and old – consistently ignore 
warnings from police and state 
agencies such as TxDOT that 
distracted driving is dangerous.

Sometimes I feel I would be 
safer on the roadways if I was 
surrounded by people driving 
while blindfolded.

According to TxDOT, dis-
tracted driving is still near the 
top of the list when it comes 
to crashes on Texas roadways, 
coming in at No. 2 for traffic-re-
lated crash causes. 

In 2020, Texas roadways saw 
nearly 1 in 5 crashes caused 
by a distracted driver in which 
364 people died and 2,200 were 
seriously injured.

This month has been designat-
ed National Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month, and TxDOT 
is once again pleading with driv-

ers to put their phones down and 
give driving their full attention 
whenever they are behind the 
wheel.

“A serious or fatal crash can 
happen in an instant,” said Tx-
DOT Executive Director James 
Bass. “If you’re distracted by 
your phone, or doing anything 
else that takes your focus away 
from driving, you’re putting 
yourself, your passengers and 
everyone else on the road at 
risk. Distracted driving crashes 
are 100 percent preventable. 
Driving should be your number 
one priority behind the wheel – 
everything else can wait.”

Dangerous distractions in-
clude any activity that diverts 
the driver’s attention away from 
safely operating a vehicle. Re-
search shows that regardless of 
whether a driver uses a voice-
to-text program, hands-free 
device or a handheld one, the 
distraction will affect the driv-

er’s ability to drive safely.
Since Sept. 1, 2017, it has 

been illegal to read, write or 
send a text while driving in 
Texas. Violators can face a fine 
up to $200. 

It’s also illegal to text or use 
your cell phone in a school 
zone, although from what I can 
tell, that is pretty well ignored 
as well.

TxDOT offers these tips to 
prevent distracted driving that 
can lead to a ticket, or worse, 
a crash:

-- Always give driving your 
full attention.

-- Pull off the road entirely 
and come to a complete stop 
before you talk or text.

-- Put your phone away, turn it 
off, or use an app or your phone 
settings to block texts and calls 
while driving.

-- Tell friends, family and 
co-workers you won’t respond 
to texts or calls while driving.

-- Remember that all dis-
tractions are dangerous, so pay 
full attention when behind the 
wheel.

Make sure you own your cell 
phone and don’t let your cell 
phone own you.

After all, the life you save 
may be mine or someone in my 
family.
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Officials with Carter BloodCare have an-
nounced several blood drives will be held in 
the Lindale and East Texas area during April.

Blood drives include:
--Brookshire’s is hosting a blood drive 

from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 17, 
at 521 S. Main St. in Lindale in the park-
ing lot on the Carter BloodCare bus. To 
receive more information or to schedule 
an appointment, contact Mark Hatfield at 
903-882-3167.

-- Hollytree Country Club is scheduled to 
host a drive from 12 noon-6 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 20 at 6700 Hollytree Drive in the 
parking lot on the Carter BloodCare bus. 
For more information this drive, call Clarissa 
Hughes at 903-581-4952.

-- South Tyler Animal Clinic is hosting 
a blood drive from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 
April 23, at 5508 Old Jacksonville Highway 
in the parking lot on the Carter BloodCare 
bus. To receive more information or to 
schedule an appointment, contact Jodi Dana 
at 903- 561-1717.

-- Smith County Medical Society is host-

ing a blood drive from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, April 24 at 6115 New Copeland 
Road in the parking lot on the Carter Blood-
Care bus. To receive more information or 
to schedule an appointment, contact Julia 
Gardner at 903- 593-7058.

-- Hollytree Dental is hosting a blood drive 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 24, 
at 6770 Old Jacksonville Highway in the 
parking lot on the Carter BloodCare bus. 
To receive more information or to schedule 
an appointment, contact Kaila Wimmer at 
903- 270-1100.

Carter BloodCare officials point out that 
blood can only come from people who are 
willing to give it for others. Just one pint of 
donated blood will save three lives, and the 
feeling of doing something good – making 
a difference – can be a much-needed boost 
when spirits need lifting.

Also, the center is looking for personal 
stories as a way to encourage others to donate 
blood. You can share your story by emailing 
tellusyourstory@carterbloodcare.org. 

Appointments are encouraged and blood 

donors can complete the medical history 
questionnaire online on the day of donation, 
before arriving to give blood. Donors and 
staff are required to wear masks; and surfaces 
are cleaned between each donation.

Potential blood donors may volunteer 
beginning at age 16 with parental consent; 
17-year-olds may give independently and 
there is no upper age limit for donating 
blood. For more information on donor el-
igibility and to make an appointment, call 
1-800-366-2834 or visit carterbloodcare.org.

About Carter BloodCare
Carter BloodCare is an independent, com-

munity blood center providing transfusion 
resources to more than 180 medical facilities 
in 50-plus counties of north, central and east 
Texas. The non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 
is one of the largest blood programs in Texas, 
delivering more than 450,000 blood products 
annually to meet hospitals’ requirements for 
their patients. Services include collection, 
processing, specialized laboratory testing, 
storage and distribution of blood and blood 
products. Tu centro de sangre comunitario.

Brookshire’s to host blood drive
Lindale crappie fishermen, both in the youth and adult cate-

gories, garnered top awards during the recent Crappie Anglers 
of Texas (CAT) 8th annual “Crappiefest’’ held on Lake Fork, 
officials announced.

The tournament was held March 27.
Lindale’s Langdon Froebe in the 11-17 year old group, 

weighed in the biggest fish of the tournament, 3.10 pounds. The 
11-year-old was the top finisher in his category.

Jerry Leblanc of Lindale took home top Adult Division honors 
in the “Big Crappie’’ category with a 2.85 pound fish and won 
$5,000 and a bonus check of $1,250 for being the top finisher 
among CAT members.

Also in the adult category, Todd Froebe of Lindale took home 
$150 for his 19th place fish.

A total of $31,450 in prize money was distributed to tourna-
ment anglers with CAT also donating $10,000 to the National 
Ovarian Cancer Coalition.

CAT is a non-profit organization dedicated to the sport of 
crappie fishing.  With over 280 members nationwide, CAT has 
been instrumental in gaining national attention for crappie fish-
ing in Texas and continues to develop its member’s knowledge 
of crappie fishing through educational meetings, seminars and 
fishing tournaments.  All CAT tournaments pay back at least 
100% of the anglers’ entry fees.   

For Information, go to the CAT website (www.crappieangler-
softexas.com) or contact Jay Don Reeve at 903-887-0602 or via 
email at jay@reeveaugustine.com.

Lindale’s Langdon Froebe
weighs biggest fish at
annual CAT tourney



Friday April 2, 2021
Officer Philpot responded to a suspicious vehicle at 300 block 

Helen Dr, settled at scene. Officers Ramsey and Philpot responded 
to a stolen property at 3500 block S Main St, unfounded. Officers 
Ramsey and Philpot responded to a disturbance at 200 block Charles 
Dr, settled at scene. Officer Philpot responded to a theft at 100 block 
E Centennial Blvd, report taken. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Gillham 
and Wedgeworth responded to an assist other agency at 300 block 
Bonnie St, settled at scene. Officers Dailey and Gillham responded 
to an accident at 3500 block S Main St, report taken. Sgt Dworaczyk 
and Officers Gillham and Wedgeworth responded to an unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle at 3500 block S Main St, report taken. Officer 
Gillham responded to an assist smith county at 12900 block Hwy 110 
N, settled at scene. Officers Gillham, Dailey, Trombley and Jackquet 
responded to a warrant service at 600 block S Main St, arrest made. 

Saturday April 3, 2021
Officers Trombley and Jackquet responded to a public service at 

100 block Ballard Dr, settled at scene. Sgt Houghton and Officers 
Trombley and Jackquet responded to an assist other agency at 17400 
block Stacy St, settled at scene. Officer Shurley responded to a crim-
inal mischief at 13300 block CR 472, settled at scene. Officer Allen 
responded to a suspicious person at 50 block Miranda Lambert Way, 
unfounded. Officer Allen responded to a suspicious vehicle at 200 
block E Hubbard St, settled at scene. Officers Allen and Shurley re-
sponded to a suspicious vehicle at 200 block Cannery Row, settled at 
scene. Officers Shurley and Allen responded to an assist smith county 
at 18900 block Hwy 69 N, settled at scene. Officer Allen responded to 
a suspicious vehicle at 300 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer 
Allen responded to an assist smith county at 15500 block Wendell Dr, 
settled at scene. Officer Shurley responded to a suspicious vehicle at 
3200 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer Shurley responded to a 
suspicious vehicle at 3500 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officers 
Allen and Shurley responded to a possession of drug paraphernalia 
at 18100 block N Main St, citation issued. 

Sunday April 4, 2021
Officers Leevey, Trombley and Jackquet responded to a criminal 

trespass at 100 block E Centennial Blvd, trespass warning issued. 
Officer Leevey responded to a suspicious circumstance at 13300 
block CR 472, settled at scene. Officers Jackquet, Trombley and 
Leevey responded to a public service at 2900 block S Main St, settled 
at scene. Sgt Houghton responded to a suspicious vehicle at 2500 
block S Main St, settled at scene. Officers Jackquet, Trombley and 
Leevey responded to a residential alarm at 300 block N Henry St, 
false alarm. Officer Allen responded to an accident at 3400 block S 
Main St, settled at scene. Officers Shurley and Allen responded to a 
driving while intoxicated at 555 W I-20, arrest made. 

Monday April 5, 2021
Officer Leevey responded to a suspicious vehicle at 2800 block S 

Main St, settled at scene. Officers Leevey, Jackquet and Trombley 
responded to a warrant service at 14200 block CR 431, arrest made. 
Officers Jackquet and Trombley responded to a public service at 400 
block N Main St, settled at scene. Officers Jackquet and Trombley 
responded to an ordinance violation at 400 block Hill St, settled at 
scene. Officers Jackquet and Trombley responded to a suspicious 
vehicle at 3200 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer Shurley 
responded to a suspicious vehicle at 200 block W Centennial Blvd, 
settled at scene. Sgt Houghton and Officer Shurley responded to a 
suspicious vehicle at 200 block Cannery Row, settled at scene. 

Tuesday April 6, 2021
Cpt Chambers and Officers Jackquet and Trombley responded to 

a disturbance at 400 block Hill St, settled at scene. Chief Somes, Cpt 
Chambers and Officer Fortunas responded to a stolen property at 
2800 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officers Jackquet, Trombley 
and Leevey responded to a 911 hang up at 18000 block HWY 69 N, 
settled at scene. Officers Leevey, Jackquet and Trombley responded 
to a possession of drug paraphernalia at 500 block Pierce Rd, citation 
issued. Officers Shurley and Allen responded to a criminal trespass 
at 13400 block W I-20, settled at scene. Officer Allen responded to 
a suspicious circumstance at 700 block S Main St, settled at scene. 
Officers Allen and Shurley responded to a theft at 100 block E Cen-
tennial Blvd, settled at scene. Officers Allen and Shurley responded 
to an assault at 2500 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officer Allen 
responded to a suspicious circumstance at 300 block Corrigan Trails 
Blvd, settled at scene. Officer Allen responded to a suspicious vehicle 
at 100 block S Main St, settled at scene. 

Wednesday April 7, 2021
Officer Ramsey responded to a public service at 100 block Ballard 

Dr, settled at scene. Officer Ramsey responded to a public service at 
100 block Legends Ct, settled at scene. Officers Ramsey and Philpot 

responded to a residential alarm at 800 block Braewood Cir, false 
alarm. Officers Philpot and Ramsey responded to a suspicious person 
at 300 block S Main St, settled at scene. Sgt Dworaczyk and officers 
Ramsey, Philpot and Wedgeworth responded to an attempt to serve at 
200 block Water St, unfounded. Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Philpot, 
Ramsey and Wedgeworth responded to an assist smith county at 556 
I-20, settled at scene. Officers Ramsey and Philpot responded to a 
loud noise disturbance at 21200 block HWY 69 N, settled at scene. 
Sgt Dworaczyk and Officer Wedgeworth responded to an assist smith 
county at 554 W I-20, settled at scene. Officer Wedgeworth respond-
ed to a public service at 100 block Legends Ct, report taken. Sgt 
Dworaczyk and Officer Dailey responded to a suspicious circumstance 
at 200 block Perryman Rd, settled at scene. 

Thursday April 8, 2021
Officer Ramsey responded to a hit and run at 3500 block S Main 

St, settled at scene. Officer Ramsey responded to a public service at 
100 block Ballard Dr, no action. Sgt Dworaczyk responded to a pub-
lic service at 100 block Ballard Dr, settled at scene. Officer Philpot 
responded to a loud noise disturbance at 500 block N College St, 
settled at scene. Officers Ramsey, Wedgeworth and Gillham responded 
to a warrant service at 50 block Miranda Lambert Way, arrest made. 
Chief Somes, Sgt Dworaczyk and Officers Philpot and Wedgeworth 
responded to a theft at 1500 block S Main St, arrest made. Officers 
Gillham, Wedgeworth and Philpot responded to a criminal mischief at 
800 block Edgewood Cir, arrest made. Officers Philpot and Gillham 
responded to a suspicious circumstance at 13300 block S Main St, 
settled at scene. Officer Gillham responded to an assist other agency 
at 3200 block S Main St, settled at scene. Officers Dailey and Gill-
ham responded to a suspicious circumstance at 3500 block S Main 
St, settled at scene. 
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A $695 Value! 
O� er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR
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CLOG-FREE
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MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 51015% %%
OFF OFFOFF

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

1-855-680-0576CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated profession-
ally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  
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2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registra-
tion# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# 
PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H  License# 
2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!
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Property taxes on farms, ranches
may be cut with productivity appraisal

The amount of taxes owed by 
farmers and ranchers in Texas 
can be reduced with an agricul-
tural productivity appraisal, said 
Smith County Chief Appraiser 
Carol Dixon.

“Texas farmers and ranchers 
can be granted property tax relief 
on their land,’’ Dixon said. “They 
may apply to the Smith County 
Appraisal District for agricultural 
productivity appraisal, a lower 
appraisal of their land based on 
how much they produce, versus 
what their land would sell for on 
the open market.’’

The deadline to apply for 
productivity appraisal is April 
30. If your land already receives 
agricultural or timber valuation, 
you do not need to reapply unless 
your qualifications change or the 
chief appraiser requests a new 
application.  

“If you purchased land in 2020 

that is already qualified, you 
must reapply in your own name 
by April 30 to remain eligible,” 
she said.

While agriculture does not 
need to be the owner’s primary 
business, property owners must 
use the land for agriculture or 
timber and the land’s use must 
meet the degree of intensity gen-
erally accepted in the area. 

Owners must also show that 
the land was used for this pur-
pose at least five of the preceding 
seven years. 

Texas law allows farmers and 
ranchers to use land for wildlife 
management and still receive the 
special appraisal, but the land 
must be qualified for agriculture 
use in the preceding year. 

Land under wildlife manage-
ment must also meet acreage 
size requirements and special use 
qualifications. 

Penalties in the form of a 
rollback tax, or the difference 
between the taxes paid under pro-
ductivity appraisal and the taxes 
that would have been paid if the 
land had been put on the tax roll 
at market value, will be imposed 
if qualified land is taken out of 
agriculture or timber production 
and switched to a non-agricul-
tural use. 

The rollback taxes are based 
on the five tax years preceding 

the year of change and include 
interest charges. 

For more information about 
productivity appraisal and appli-
cation forms, contact the Smith 
County Appraisal District, 245 
SSE Loop 323, Tyler, 903-510-
8600.

Information is also available 
on the state Comptroller’s Prop-
erty Tax Assistance Division’s 
website at comptroller.texas.gov/
taxes/property-tax

Habitat for Humanity plans
benefit Monopoly

Tournament April 24
Habitat for Humanity of Smith County is holding a Monopoly 

Tournament as a fundraiser on Saturday, April 24 at First Christian 
Church in Tyler, publicity officials announced.

Players will complete for cash prizes and trophies to find out who 
is the best Monopoly player in East Texas. 

 “We received permission from Hasbro to have an official Mo-
nopoly tournament and are so excited to bring a new event to East 
Texas,” said Rebecca Berkley, director of development for Habitat 
for Humanity of Smith County. “Monopoly is all about buying and 
selling property and building houses and we thought this would be 
a fun “fundraiser” for Habitat to hold. Plus, we know that a lot of 
people have been playing board games during the pandemic, so this 
is a chance to show off your skills.”

 “The event is also family-oriented as children ages 10 and up can 
participate as long as they can play without any assistance. The first 
round will begin at 9 a.m. and the games will be about an hour long. 
One winner from each table of four will move on to the next round 
until we come down to the final four,” said Berkley. 

Registration is $25, and you must sign-up before the event at www.
smithcountyhabitat.org/monopoly

“We also want our players and attendees to know that because you 
will be playing with others, we are socially distancing the game tables 
in the church lobby and all players will be required to wear a mask 
during tournament play and sanitize their hands before they handle 
the game pieces,” added Berkley.

A silent auction will also be held in the lobby with donated items 
from local businesses. Habitat is also selling the chocolate bars as a 
fundraiser and the candy will be available to purchase at the event. 

“We hope people will come out to play and all proceeds benefit 
Habitat for Humanity of Smith County’s programs in East Texas,” 
said Jack Wilson, CEO of Habitat.

Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit organization that makes 
homeownership possible for low-income working families. The Smith 
County affiliate was formed in 1989. HFHSC has partnered with local 
volunteers and donors to build 112 homes. Through its home repair 
program, Habitat has completed over 1000 critical repair projects, 
making it possible for veterans, seniors, and people with disabilities 
to remain safely in their homes. For more information, call 903-595-
6630 or visit the Habitat website at www.smithcountyhabitat.org.
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The City of Lindale is giving notice of the City’s intent 
to submit a Texas Community Development Block 

Grant Program grant application to Texas 
Department of Agriculture for a Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Program grant request of $350,000.00 for side-
walk improvements in the downtown area of the city 
on Hwy. 69 (N. Main) from E. Hubbard to E. Valley 

and on Hwy 16 (E. Hubbard) from Hwy 69 to 
N. Commerce Street within the City of Lindale. The 

application will be available for review at the Lindale 
City Hall during regular business hours. Para obtener 

una copia en espanol, comuníquese con 
municipalidad  al 903-882-3422.

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF LINDALE

TEXAS COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 

GRANT PROGRAM

LHS’ Airik Williams signs 
with Mary Hardin-Baylor
Teammates, coaches, friends and family were 

on hand Monday afternoon as Airik Williams -- 
one of the top players on Lindale High School’s 
state finalist football team -- officially signed a 
letter of intent to play for Mary Hardin-Baylor 
in Belton.

A defensive back and kick returner for the 
Eagles the past three seasons, Williams earned 
first team All State honors this year as a defensive 
back and returners as well as securing Defensive 
Most Valuable Player plaudits for District 9-4A.

The Eagles finished the season at 13-3 and 
advanced to the state championship game in 
December against the Argyle Eagles.

A three-year starter for LHS, Williams was 
spectacular this past season and forced opposing 
offenses to adjust their passing game to avoid 
his area.

He accumulated more than 80 unassisted and 
assisted tackles in 2020 and intercepted seven 
passes, three of those going for touchdowns.

As a kick returner, he amassed 369 yards on 
20 returns and three more touchdowns.

LISD Athletic Director Mike Maddox remem-
bered a time when Williams as a sophomore 

turned in a spectacular play in a scrimmage 
against Chapel Hill and inspired the rest of the 
team with his effort.

“That gave us a glimpse of what was to come 
later on,’’ Maddox said.

Head Coach Chris Cochran has had a front 
row seat to Williams’ contributions to the Eagle 
program and spoke glowingly of the senior.

“We are all really proud of this young man,’’ 
Cochran said. “When I think of Airik I think of 
the passion he has for the game. No one is more 
passionate than he is and that will serve him well 
as he moves into another phase in his career.’’

Four years ago, when Williams was just a 
freshman and playing for the Eagles’ 7-on-7 
team, Cochran remembered the team was short 
on defensive backs, but after Williams was in-
serted into the lineup, there were no questions 
as to his future.

All he did was swipe eight passes.
“I knew right then we had found our safety 

for the next year,’’ the coach said. “The impact 
he’s had on our team – not just on the field but 
off it as well – and the things he stands for will 
take him a long, long way.’’

Airik Williams, surrounded by the colors of Mary Hardin-Baylor and his Lindale Eagles’ jerseys, signed to play 
football for the Crusaders during a ceremony Monday at the high school. (Photo by Terry Cannon)

Brooke Everest earns Kiwanis 
“Sophomore’’ recognition

Brooke Everest, a sophomore at Lindale High 
School, was recently honored by the Hideaway 
Lake Kiwanis Club as its “Sophomore of the Year,’’ 
publicity officials announced.

This is an annual award presented to a LHS 
sophomore and is based on leadership abilities, a 
good academic record and involvement in school 
and community activities.

Everest will receive a $1,000 scholarship to the 
college of her choice upon graduation from LHS.

She is the daughter of Stephen and Krissy Everest.
Other outstanding sophomore students from LHS 

honored by the HAWL Kiwanis included:
-- Taegan Michel, daughter of Chad and Jennifer 

Michel, $500 scholarship;
-- Will Hutchens, son of John and Kindala Hutch-

ens, $500 scholarship;
-- Ethan Gibson, son of Scott and Leslie Gibson, 

$500 scholarship.
This Kiwanis-sponsored program is to seek, 

recognize and develop leadership potential be-
ginning in the sophomore class. It is designed to 
help these students gain experience in applying for 
scholarships.

The Hideaway Lake Kiwanis Club recently presented LHS sophomores with scholarships. Shown are, from left, Club 
President Russ Sword, Will Hutchens, Ethan Gibson, Brooke Everest, Taegan Michel and Kiwanis member Barbara 
Wilson. (Courtesy photo)

TJC online registration for 
May Term under way

Online registration is under way for Tyler Junior 
College’s upcoming May, summer and fall semes-
ters, school publicity officials announced.

May Term is a three-week mini-term that runs 
May 10-28, during the break between spring finals 
and summer classes. It is open to all TJC students, 
students from other colleges or universities, lifelong 
learners and working professionals.

This condensed term is well suited for students 
who are highly motivated to complete a full-credit 
college course in a short amount of time, officials 
added.

TJC will offer three summer terms, including:
• Summer I, June 1-July 1
• Summer Long, June 1-Aug. 6
• Summer II, July 6-Aug. 6
 “Summer is a great time for students who wish 

to get ahead on their studies or who might want to 
free up some time during the regular, fall semester,” 
said TJC President Dr. Juan E. Mejia.

Registration is also under way for the fall semes-
ter, which runs Aug. 21-Dec. 15.

For more information, or to register, go to TJC.
edu/register.

Advising & Registration Rally events in April

TJC will offer walk-in Advising & Registration 
Rally events throughout the month of April.

Sessions will be held in the White Administrative 
Services Center (WASC) boardroom at the follow-
ing times and dates:

• 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays, April 
14, 27 and 28

• 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Thursdays, April 15 and 29
• 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, April 24
Health and safety guidelines will be followed, 

with face coverings and 6 feet of physical distancing 
required, room occupancy monitored and the room 
frequently sanitized.

 “For those who are not already TJC students, 
we will also have staff on hand to assist them with 
starting the admissions process,” said Claire Mizell, 
TJC director of admissions.

TJC offers more than 115 degree and certificate 
programs, including baccalaureate degrees in dental 
hygiene and healthcare administration, as well as 
extensive training and technical programs.

In addition to academics, TJC has nationally 
ranked athletics and stellar performing arts pro-
grams, all at about one-third of the cost of a four-
year institution.

Texas College honors Caroline Wanga during virtual May commencement
Caroline A. Wanga, 2005 alumna of 

Texas College and chief executive offi-
cer of Essence Ventures, is scheduled 
to be honored during the school’s 2021 
spring commencement exercises May 
15, school officials announced.

The event will be hosted virtually and 
Wanga will receive an honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters degree from Texas 
College.

In 2005, Wanga earned her bachelor’s 

degree in business administration and 
shortly thereafter, joined Tyler’s Target 
Distribution Center as an intern.

She served in a variety of leadership 
roles, including business intelligence, 
digital and strategic services and supply 
chain.

Wanga eventually become Target’s 
head of Culture, Diversity and Inclusion 
Officer until the summer of 2020.

At that time, she began her association 

with Essence Ventures, becoming CEO 
in February, 2021. She also continues 
her role as Chief Growth Officer for 
Essence.

Her “real-talk” delivery, witty thought 
leadership and unmitigated perspective 
on democratizing authenticity as a 
differentiator for individuals and orga-
nizations, make her a highly sought-af-
ter keynote speaker, equity strategist, 
thought leader, and community influ-

encer. 
 “Who you are is who you are. If you 

cannot be who you are where you are, 
you change where you are not who you 
are,” she often says.

Among other accolades, Wanga has 
been named Top Executive in Corpo-
rate Diversity by Black Enterprise and 
recognized by Savoy as one of the Most 
Powerful Women in Corporate America. 

She is a member of the Executive 

Leadership Council of the Talladega 
College Board of Trustees and the 
American Airlines Community Council. 

She previously served on the Inter-
sectionality, Culture, and Diversity 
Advisory Board for Twitter and as 
co-chair of the Retail Industry Lead-
ers Association (RILA) Diversity 
and Inclusion Initiative. A native of 
Kenya, she is the mother of daughter 
Cadence.

CHRISTUS announces 24-hour emergency center in Lindale
Round-the-clock emergency care will soon be available at the 

CHRISTUS Trinity Mother Frances HealthPark -- Lindale with the 
construction of a new Emergency Care Center set to begin in late 
summer 2021, hospital officials announced.

The new facility, located at the HealthPark site at 3203 South Main 
Street, features new exam rooms, trauma rooms, a full-service imaging 
center – and a laboratory for easier access to test results. 

The medical staff will include board-certified Emergency Medicine 

physicians and nurses, who will join the trusted CHRISTUS Trinity 
Clinic primary care providers, as well as the specialty providers in 
cardiac, orthopedics and sleep medicine that already see patients the 
HealthPark. 

The HealthPark also contains a physical therapy suite, and the health 
and fitness center. 

The new Lindale Emergency Care Center will also be accepting 
ambulance traffic, so patients can ask their ambulance providers if the 
new ER is the right place for their care.

 “Being able to access quality, COVID-safe health care, especially 
emergency care, is of huge importance to our patients. With the new 
facility, we are answering the needs of our patients in Lindale and the 
surrounding area,” said Jason Proctor, President, CHRISTUS Mother 
Frances Hospital and the CHRISTUS Trinity Mother Frances Louis 
and Peaches Owen Heart Hospital - Tyler. “We have been a part of this 
community for more than 15 years, providing health care services to 
Lindale and the surrounding area. We have made major investments 
in this community over the years, and this Emergency Care Center has 
been a part of our master plan, so we are thrilled to be able to bring it 
to fruition.”

CHRISTUS Trinity Mother Frances Health System has continued 
to be a major driver of economic development in Lindale and the sur-
rounding area, officials said.

“The new facility will add jobs, reinforcing CHRISTUS Trinity 
Mother Frances’ commitment to the growth of the Lindale area,” said 
Chris Glenney, FACHE, Senior Vice President of Group Operations, 
CHRISTUS Health, Chief Executive Officer, CHRISTUS Health North-
east Texas. “With this new facility, we will have 125 Associates onsite, 
adding emergency medicine physicians, advanced practice providers, 
nurses and staff to a skilled team already in place.”

Construction is set to begin on the project in late summer 2021, but 
patients and visitors to CHRISTUS Trinity Mother Frances HealthPark 
-- Lindale will be able to continue receiving care and accessing the 

fitness facilities with uninterrupted service.
“I am proud to be a part of the CHRISTUS Trinity Mother Frances 

Health System,” said Russell Bell, M.D., CHRISTUS Trinity Clinic 
Primary Care physician in Lindale. “Our health system has been com-
mitted to providing quality health care in this community for many 
years, and I have been here for 14 years. Our family is ingrained in 
this community and proud to call Lindale home, and we are proud this 
Emergency facility will be a blessing to not only our community but 
surrounding communities.”

 “My colleagues and I are delighted an emergency room is coming to 
Lindale,” said Melita Brooks, M.D., CHRISTUS Trinity Clinic Primary 
Care physician in Lindale. “Having improved access to emergency care 
for our community and surrounding areas is a much-needed addition to 
the growing area. I expect that our patients will be equally excited to 
hear the news. This will provide a higher level of services and conve-
nience as well as an opportunity of improved health for our families, 
friends and neighbors.”

Leaders from CHRISTUS and the city say this expansion of access 
to health care in Lindale is due to shared goals of caring for the people 
of Northeast Texas.  This is an ER that will not only serve the Lindale 
community, but also Hideaway, Mineola, Quitman, Winona and the 
surrounding area. 

 “We are grateful for such a community partnership,” said Proctor. 
“We have to give thanks to the Mayor, the city council, incoming 
Chamber of Commerce President RJ Collins and Major General James 
Brown (Ret.), among many others for their willingness to work together 
with us to ensure the people of this city and the surrounding areas can 
get the lifesaving care they need when they need it.”

“We are very excited, this is something that this Mayor and this 
council has worked on for several years,” said Lindale Mayor Jeff 
Daugherty. “The citizens of our area need and deserve a fully capable 
24-hour Emergency Care Center. Thank you, CHRISTUS Trinity 
Mother Frances for continuing to be a large part of our community.”
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Aviation / Jet Fuel Hauler Needed 
Immediate opening for a dependable, honest and dedicated 
Aviation/Jet fuel Hauler to deliver aviation fuel from Tyler, TX 

to small/ Medium Airports. 
Call Now: 903-335-2233 

Join our team and experience a new career,
outstanding equipment, team work atmosphere,

special training and excellent pay!!! 
All you need is: 

•  COL-A
•  Hazmat/tanker endorsement
•  25 years or older
•  At Least 2 years’ experience 

Join us now, don’t wait!! We are excited to speak with you!

HUGE ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

2001 Hunter, Tyler
(off Golden Road)

Friday 4/23 8am – 5pm
Saturday 4/24 8am – 3pm 

TexSCAN Week of 
April 11, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

COLLECTORS
Coin Collector/Investor will pay cash for any coin, 
coins, coin collections, baseball card collections or 
memorabilia. No collection is too large or too small.  I 
will appraise for free and/or purchase with cash. Call 
me at 281-972-8702.

EVENTS
Seguin – 50th Texas Ladies State Chili Championship, 
Sat., April 17, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Max Starcke Park East. 
Chili, craft and food vendors, music, silent auction, 
raffles, family fun! Judging begins at 12:30 p.m. Sign 
up to be a judge at tlscco.com/chili-judges-needed. 
VisitSeguin.com, 830-401-5000.

Lamesa – Chicken Fried Steak Festival April 22-25. 
Fireworks, FlippinOut Trampolines show, 5k run, 
parade, team roping, Chicken Fried Steak cookoff, 
live bands block party style street dancing, car show,  
Chicken Fried steak dinner (Tickets: 806-872-2181), 
home run derby, kickball tournament, volleyball 
tournament, pageant, dance performers, young music 
performers, story time, craft vendors, food vendors, 
quarter board/carnival games, pictures with Perkins 
our Mascot. For more info: www.ci.lamesa.tx.us, 
806-872-4322 or 806-309-9448.

New Braunfels Area Car Club Swap Meet & 
Sunday Car Show, April 30-May 2, Comal County 
Fairgrounds, 801 E. Common St., New Braunfels. 
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com. Face Masks 
Required!

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
SUFFER DAMAGE because of Texas power outage? 
You may be entitled to significant compensation. 800-
444-9112. Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC, Principal Office: 
2925 Richmond Ave. #1725, Houston, TX 77098.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
Antique Porcelain Signs Wanted – Gas and 
Automobile-related. Also, authentic Indian arrowheads. 
Top dollar paid. Call 979-218-3351.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Chicken Fried Steak Festival
April 22-25,  Lamesa, TX

For more info go to http://www.ci.lamesa.tx.us/
 Call 806-872-4322 ext. 332

                                 l More than 100 booths
            l Fireworks display
                                       l 5K Run l  Live Music
                                  l  Children's Story Time
                               l Flippinout Trampolines
                           l  Petting Zoo l Car Show
               l Kickball Tourney l Homerun Derby
l  Chicken Fried Steak Cookoff and Dinner
l Carnival Games l Worship Service l Parade
l Mister and Miss Chicken Fry Pageant
l Volleyball Tourney l Pet Costume Contest

New Braunfels Area Car Club

SWAP MEET 
& Sunday Car Show

April 30 - May 2, 2021
Comal County Fairgrounds

801 E. Common Street • New Braunfels
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com 

Face Masks Required!

DID YOU SUFFER DAMAGE 
BECAUSE OF TEXAS POWER OUTAGE? 

Those who have suffered an injury, lost a loved one, 
sustained home or business damage or property loss 

may be entitled to significant compensation.

Pulaski Kherkher, PLLC, Principal Office: 
2925 Richmond Ave #1725, Houston, TX 77098

Call us toll-free at: 800-444-9112

TWO Divide & Conquer Sales ~ SAME Dates
 Thurs., April 15 ~ 7:00-5:30       Fri., April 16 ~ 8:00-5:30

Sat., April 17 ~ 8:00-2:00
Sale #1 – Moving Sale for Cheri (Mrs. Bob) Henderson

4009 Lazy Creek, Tyler, TX 75707 
Off SSE Loop 323 (east of Putt-Putt), turn onto University Dr. Go beyond

Grace High School; at the light, turn right onto Lazy Creek. 
This 2697 sq. ft. home, listed by Karen Efurd with Coldwell Banker APEX, Realtors, sold quickly! Con-
tents and consignments must go: din. table & chairs; china cab.; leather sofa; misc. chairs; wall tapestry; 
4-poster king bed, nightstands, & clothes armoire; other headboards; antq. clock; other wall clocks; lamps; 
framed art; recliner; desks; tall black breakfast & stools; Oneida flatware; brass trimmed coffee table; nesting 
tables; bedding; linens; Brother sew. machine; sew. notions; mirrors; vintg. Coca Cola drink box; other cool-
ers; printer; file cab.; flatscreen TV; electronics; speakers; turntable; 100 plus DVD’s, CD’s, records; dulcimer; 
music stand; clothes; mink stoles; fox coat; costume jewelry; sm. appliances; kitchen items; dried food; pot-
tery; cookbooks; toys; frames; holiday selections; fish. tackles; golf clothes; tuxedo; suits; sports jackets; pool 
floats; birdhouses; grill; huge selection of tools; car cleaners; car tools; car accessories; model cars/ airplanes; 
hot rod magazines; car posters/ signs; shop vacuum; Snapper mower; blower; sooooo much more!!! 

Sale #2 – Moving Sale
1819 South Chilton, Tyler, TX 75701 

Inside Loop 323 and off S. Broadway near Bergfeld Shopping Center, turn west onto 7th Street.
Cross College St. and continue to Chilton. The house is on the corner of Chilton & Park Heights Circle.  
This fabulous 6328 sq. ft. Azalea District home, listed by Brad Newbury of Newbury Real Estate, is 
for sale! The following contents and consignments must go: fabulous antq. “North Wind” buffet & din-
ing chairs; antq. chairs; antq. marble top table; antq. barley twist table & chairs; antq. Welsh dresser; antq. 
sideboard; antq. youth chair; antq. hall tree; antq. barley twist fire screen; large leather sofa & ottoman; 4 
more sofas; misc. chairs; large coffee table; stenciled bench; Heritage Country French din. table & 4 chairs; 
Hutschenreuther Commemorative “City Vignettes” china; vintage green tole lamps; decorative pillows; bar 
stools; 2 Stiffel lamps; maple nightstands & king headboard; breakfast table & 4 chairs; Sprague & Carleton 
chest; entry hat rack; table/ floor lamps; Civil War selections; tablecloths; hide-a-bed sofa; recliner; rocker; 
costume jewelry; fox coat; other clothes; evening dresses; vintage & name brand purses; men’s clothes; vintg. 
perfume bottles; framed art; Dana Adams watercolor posters of historic Tyler buildings; chandeliers; plant 
stands; 3 large desks; “horn” lamps; turkey platters; rooster items; kitchen items; Blue Danube dishes; 2 
baker’s racks; exercisers; vintg. linens; toys; 200 DVD’s; holiday items; birdhouses; railroad signs; unfinished 
cabinets; poolside loungers; patio tables; soooooo much more! Exceptionally fine sale!

Pictures:  DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com 

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your home and family stay safe and 

comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for additional 

terms and conditions. 1-855-672-2446

GUTTER PROTECTION
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 

Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-680-0576

MEDICAL
MobileHelp, America’s Premier Mobile Medical Alert System. 

Whether You’re Home or Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call Today!

1-903-844-7669

Notice of Public Sale of property to satisfy landlords lien. 
Sale 10:30AM-April 27, 2021 - A+Storage, 271 2 S Main, 

Lindale, Tx. Property will be sold to highest bidder for cash. 
Tenants : Earl Cheney, John E Clark, JoAnn Malone, Douglas 
Robertson, Shameka Smith, Lapeteress Thompson,Russell 

Cunningham, David Meeks.

Memorial
service

Saturday for
Bobby Walston

A memorial service for Bobby Walston, 87, 
is scheduled for 1 p.m. Saturday, April 17 at 
the East Foothills Baptist Church in Lindale.

Mr. Walston, a longtime, well-known mem-
ber of the Lindale community, passed away 
earlier this month in a Tyler nursing facility.

He was born on Oct. 10, 1933 in Little 
Rock, Ark., and at a young age moved to 
Freeport, Texas. He spent many years in the 
printing business before retiring and moving 
to Lindale.

Visitors to Tyler Junior College’s main campus 
will notice a new landmark at its Fifth Street 
entrance.

Located at the corner of East Fifth Street and 
Baxter Avenue, the TJC Welcome Center is now 
the first stop for potential students and their guests.

Formerly a bookstore, the building underwent 
a complete renovation and has been transformed 
into a place where visitors can meet, get a brief 
overview of TJC and take a tour of the campus.

The Welcome Center staff and student ambas-
sadors offer guided campus tours and provide 
information for visitors as they navigate the college 
selection process.

“Our students love giving tours and talking 
about TJC,” said Elizabeth Menges, TJC Welcome 
Center coordinator. “On any given day, they might 
give campus tours to 15 prospective students, and 

they’re enthusiastic about meeting each student.”
The Welcome Center is open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Monday-Friday, and tours are offered daily at 10:30 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. To schedule a campus tour, go 
to TJC.edu/visit.

For more information, call 903-510-2150 or 
email campusvisits@tjc.edu.

Preview Day events set Thursday, Friday
Potential Apaches and their families can get a 

free, firsthand look at TJC during the final two 
Preview Day events.

The events are scheduled for 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Friday, April 16, and 6 p.m. Thursday, April 15, on 
the TJC main campus.

“Apache Preview Day is a showcase where 
future students and their parents can get an up-
close look at our academic programs and vibrant 
campus life,” said Claire Mizell, TJC director of 

admissions.
Participants will get an overview of TJC, take a 

guided tour of the campus, hear from admissions, 
enrollment, financial aid and housing specialists, 
and take a look at campus activities and organiza-
tions. They can also apply for admission and submit 
their admission and financial aid documents.

“Preview Day was a pivotal event for my daugh-
ter and me,” TJC parent Natasha Simmons said. 
“We approached the day thinking that we were just 
checking off a box, but we left with such confidence 
and excitement about this new adventure.

“I encourage parents and students to attend this 
event and get acquainted with the TJC staff,’’ she 
added. “The ear of someone who is eager to help 
guide you through and the knowledge shared is 
invaluable.”

To register, go to TJC.edu/PreviewDay.

TJC Welcome Center now open
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City Council 
handles lengthy
 agenda during 
“open’’ session

which was part of the agreement 
signed in 2015. Caldwell said this 
action would take the city’s name 
off the deed.
l Tabled the item concerning 

the approval of the use of leased 
equipment in the baseball and 
soccer concession stands at Faulk-
ner Park.
l Approved the resumption of 

the Movie in the Park night in The 
Cannery.
l Accepted the price index ad-

justment for right of way fees from 
the Public Utility Commission.
l Accepted improvement – sub-

ject to the maintenance agreement 
– for paving work at Liberty Cross-
ing and Freedom Drive. Caldwell 
said the city engineer has approved 
this work.
l Approved the subdivision 

plat for 10870 County Road 4103, 
Coyote Ridge, Phase 2
l Approved the re-subdivision 

plat for Lindale Industrial Park, 
lots 2 and 5-A, enabling Fed Ex to 
expand its facility
l Approved the preliminary and 

final subdivision plat for Kleam 
Addition, 12658 on County Road 
474 where property owners want to 
subdivide an existing house.
l Approved the final subdivi-

sion plat for the development of 20 
additional lots at Kingdom Estates, 
located on FM 849.

Even though there is $18 billion of federal money waiting to be 
distributed to Texas school districts, state lawmakers have not in-
cluded that amount in the early drafts of the state budget, a fact that 
has school officials scratching their heads, especially Lindale ISD 
Superintendent Stan Surratt.

The money – of which $6.5 million is supposed to be earmarked for 
the LISD – would be used for a variety of programs to help districts 
and youngsters recover from the pandemic.

“It’s hard to understand,’’ Surratt said. “This money was supposed 
to be for the local school districts and it’s needed to help close the 
gaps because of the pandemic.’’

Surratt feels there’s a disconnect between local education officials 
and the state’s lawmakers.

“I believe our state legislators and leaders do not respect or trust 
the local elected officials,’’ he said. “Maybe they are just trying to 
improve their budget but that wasn’t the intention of the money. It is 
supposed to be divided among the local districts.’’

He said that just two states – New York and Texas – have not dis-
tributed the money to local school districts.

“(Local districts) can spend the money more effectively,’’ Surratt 
said. “The governor and others don’t know all the needs for the entire 
state.’’

Surratt added that the lawmakers’ constituents could play a part in 
helping resolve the matter.

“I don’t think the voters would be happy with all this,’’ he said. 
“It’s federal money. Not state tax money. The voters’ opinions need 
to be heard.’’

He said he’s discussed the situation with State Rep. Cole Hefner and 
“he is supportive and felt the state would use some of (the money) for 
the budget and send some of it to (the local districts).’’

The superintendent also said he contacted State Sen. Bryan Hughes’ 
office but as of late last week did not receive a reply.

Lawmakers said this past week they must figure out what, if any, 
stipulations are attached to the funds before accepting them.

Provisions for the money include requiring the state to maintain its 
education funding at or above pre-pandemic levels as well as making 
sure any state cuts do not disproportionately affect high-risk students.

State Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, said in late March a 
waiver to the U.S. Department of Education was submitted seeking 
a clarification on what the state is required to do to use the funds, but 
no response has been received.

There have been three federally-approved packages of funding for 
Texas schools. The first installment of the money was used for the 
existing state budget with some funds passed along to local districts.

Yet state education officials are concerned that the next installments 
-- $5.5 billion and $12.4 billion – will also be used for the state budget 
instead of going to local districts.

 “All parents want to see their children succeed, and in order for us 

to help that happen, we need additional services in order to overcome 
that learning loss that has occurred,” said Christy Rome, executive 
director of the Texas Schools Coalition. “Money is available from the 
federal government in order to help [our] children succeed, and we 
want to see it go to our schools.”

This past week, H-E-B grocery store chairman Charles Butt said in 
a letter to Gov. Greg Abbott the federal funds are “badly needed by 
Texas students to address learning loss.’’

“We cannot afford for this current health crisis to become a gener-
ational education crisis that impacts the Texas economy for years to 
come,” Butt wrote.

LISD waits on state to release $6.5 million in federal funds

ThenThen                &&
    NowNow

Don’t miss out on having 
your graduate featured

in this year’s graduation 
special section.

2x3($48)

2x4 ($66) 2x5($82)

CONGRATULATIONS
CHANNAH & CHRYSTA RENE

These are your moments, your hour and 
your time and the stars are shining down on 
you. So, go after all your dreams and keep 
reaching until they come true. We love you 

both and are so proud of you.
“Be strong in the 
Lord, and never 
give up hope.
You’re going to 
do great things, I 
already know.
God’s got His hand 
on you, so don’t 
live in fear.
Forgive and forget, 
but don’t forget 
why you’re here.

Good Luck!
Your future is 

bright!

We are so 
proud of you 
and all that 

you have
accomplished!

Call Mary today at the
Lindale News-Times

903-882-8880
or email her

your ad information at
lindalenewsadvertising@gmail.com.  
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LACC celebrates another year of growth 
Continued from Page 1
“It was a challenging year, to 

say the least,’’ she said. “But we 
were still able grow. This is a 
wonderful tribute to our member-
ship. Our success wouldn’t have 
been possible without the support 
of our members.’’

When the pandemic hit and 
local businesses were forced to 
adjust on the fly, Glover said the 
Lindale community was dedicat-
ed to pulling on the same end of 
the rope.

“We were all in the same 
storm,’’ she said, “but we man-
aged to come through it – we are 
all Texans and we are used to 
overcoming hardships.’’

Burton noted that the pandemic 

and the winter weather each pre-
sented their own set of unique 
problems.

“It was an interesting – and 
eventful -- year, to say the least,’’ 
she said of her presidential term. 
“This was a journey for all of us 
and my word to all our members 
is ‘gratitude.’ They continued to 
move our community forward 
each day.’’

Navigating the pandemic was 
an educational opportunity, Bur-
ton said.

“If COVID taught us anything 
it was we had to come up with 
creative ways to move forward,’’ 
she said.

Incoming president R.J. Collins 
expressed his optimism that the 
community will continue to grow.

“There are no signs of us slow-
ing down,’’ he said. “I truly appre-
ciate (the members) of allowing 
me to serve. It’s something I’ve 
been committed to for the past 14 
years and I am looking forward to 
the future.’’

Citizen of the year recipients 
include:

2021– Don Hines
2020 – Jimmy Hawley
2019 – John Williams
2018 – Larry Wilson
2017 – Nina Rodriguez Bryan
2016 – Jerry Alexander
2015 – Charlene Burton
2014 – Jim Mallory
2013 – Jerry Garner
2012 – Lindale Community Theater
2011 – Debbie Wortmann
2010 – Stan Surratt
2009 – Perry Mac Hutchens
2008 – Annie Baldwin
2007 – Bill Parrott
2006 – Helen Boylan Foundation
2005 – Gen. James “Red’’ Brown
2004 – Drs. Wendall and Donna Hand
2003 – John Becker
2002 – James Cowart
2001 – Dennis Taylor
2000 – Ed Neely
1999 – Bobby McClenny
1998 – Carolyn Todd 
1997 – Barham Fulmer
1996 – Carroll Anderson
1995 – Pat Rogers
1994 – Herschel Duncan
1993 – Mary Ann McClenny
1992 – Clifford Bartley
1991 – Earl Baldwin
1990 – Eugene McClenny
1989 – Dr. Joe Roach
1988 – Dr. E.C. Kinzie
1987 – Jack Crook
Merchant of the Year recipients include:
2021 – Jerry Terry
2020 – Dave Wilson
2019 – R.J. Collins

2018 – Nancy McIntyre
2017 – Octavio De La Cruz
2016 -- James Simmons
2015 – Medder’s Brake and Alignment
2014 – Eagle Pharmacy
2013 – Dr. Karen Gott
2012 -- Dale Kile, Medicine Chest Phar-

macy
2011 – Zackie Gutzke
2010 – Carla Boyette
2009 – John Pittman
2008 – Amanda Froebe
2007 – Don Hines
2006 – Moe Snoubar
2005 – Debbie Wortmann

2004 – John Roberts
2003 – Delores Goodman
2002 – Scott Cassel
2001 – Polly Smith
 2000 – Glenda Dintelman
1999 – Ruth Voyles
1998 – C. James Rutledge
1997 – Jim Withrow
1996 – Jean Compton
1995 – Larry Camp
1994 – Mark Hatfield
1993 – Wilbur Terry
1992 – Jerry Fleming
1991 – Perry Mac Hutchens

Jerry Terry was the recipient of the Lindale Rotary Club’s 
Merchant of the Year Award during the LACC’s 37th annual 
membership banquet and auction Monday night.

Lindale ISD Superintendent Stan Surratt presented Donna 
Chambers with the LISD Teacher of the Year Award during 
the LACC’s annual membership banquet and auction 
Monday night.
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